
CARLISLE RENAISSANCE

Member Engagement

More than half of all City Councillors took part in a special event on 7 February to debate a number of key issues associated with Carlisle Renaissance, including proposals for the new delivery model.  Feedback from members has been extremely positive and a further event is being planned for late May/early June 2008. 

The success of this event demonstrates the benefits of wider involvement by members in this challenging agenda in addition to existing arrangements for overview and scrutiny and a request has now gone out to all members to gauge interest in further briefings on specific issues and participation in officer/member working groups.   

Best Practice Programme

On 28 January 17 members, officers and stakeholders visited Glasgow to look at urban design and public realm schemes.  The day was hosted by Gillespies, the consultants working on the Urban Design and Public Realm Framework for Carlisle, part of the Carlisle Renaissance programme.  The programme included a presentation about public realm developments in Glasgow and two walking tours looking at different aspects of public realm improvements.  There were many examples of good practice that can be applied to Carlisle.

Delivery Model

The proposals for the establishment and funding of a new delivery mechanism for Carlisle Renaissance will be considered by the Council on 4 March 2008 and subsequently by the County Council Cabinet and the Northwest Development Agency. 

These three proposed ‘founding partners’ are represented in a temporary Steering Group, chaired by the Vice Chancellor of the University of Cumbria, established to oversee the establishment process and maintain the necessary momentum for delivery.   

A professional team including economic development specialists, legal advisors and recruitment specialist has been retained to support the Steering Group in its tasks of finalising the Collaboration Agreement, preparing the Action Plan and overseeing the recruitment of the Programme Director and Board. 

The Northwest Development Agency has approved funding for the appointment by the City Council of a Programme Director and recruitment will commence in March 2008.  Recruitment of private sector Board members will commence subject to adoption of the proposed delivery mechanism by the founding partners.  This process will be open and transparent and Board members will be expected to operate in accordance with the Nolan principles of standards in public life
.

City Centre Development

The Government’s decision on the Carlisle Local Plan and planning policies that will affect the regeneration of the Rickergate, Caldew Riverside and the Citadel areas will be published in March 2008. This follows the recent ruling against a large foodstore development in Caldew Riverside.  The Council is also awaiting a decision by the Government on the listing/protection of properties in the Rickergate area and a decision by the Northwest Development Agency on the provision of capital funding to undertake property acquisitions in the area.

In March work will commence on the preparation of detailed development plans and associated technical appraisals for the three City Centre regeneration areas.  Crucially this will determine how the accommodation requirements of major public sector occupiers, (including the City Council) can be met through redevelopment and the impact of this on the viability and precise mix of uses for each area.  Discussions continue with the University of Cumbria to assess how their long term property requirements can be met within the City Centre.

Public consultation on the Historic Quarter public realm improvement scheme has recently been completed and the proposals will be reviewed in light of the comments received before a final scheme comes forward for adoption by Council in the spring.  Draft supplementary planning guidance on urban design and a city centre wide public realm framework will be published for consultation in April 2007 and proposals for other public realm schemes, including Botchergate South, Bridge Street and the rest of the Historic Quarter will be published in the summer.

The County Council is leading the work on proposals for improving the transport infrastructure to support new development in the City Centre.  Work continues on a new car parking strategy (which will establish where and how future parking provision will be met), a bus improvement strategy (including proposals for Park & Ride) and a walking/cycling strategy to guide future investment in public transport and more sustainable modes of transport 

The Council is awaiting a decision from the Northwest Development Agency on funding for feasibility work on a new South Western Inner Relief Route, a scheme to reduce through traffic on Lowther Street and to develop a new traffic model for Carlisle which will support detailed planning for the infrastructure needs of major redevelopment.  Funding has also been sought to assess in detail how to reduce the severance impact of Castle Way on the long term economic development of the Historic Quarter.
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CARLISLE PARTNERSHIP
The Carlisle Partnership continues to develop and is recognised both within the City and beyond at County, Regional and National levels as a strong voice for Carlisle.

Milestones

· We continue to focus on raising the public profile of the partnership.  The Spring Forum meeting will be replaced by the Publication of a newsletter updating Partners on activities and events Specifically a Children and Young Peoples event on 18 March and a Healthy Communities and Older people event on 20 March both at Tullie House.

· Economy: The Economic Strategy for Carlisle is in the process of formal adoption by Leading Partners.

The mechanisms for delivery of the action plan are under development and will be designed to involve the Carlisle Partnership Executive and Forum.

· Children & Young People: The next Children’s Trust Locality Forum will be held at Tullie house on 18 March as a joint venture between the Partnership and Children’s Services promoting the work of the Carlisle Locality planning Group and reporting on its activities and plans for the year which will include the progressive extension Of Local Delivery Platforms to Longtown and Brampton in February and Carlisle West in April/May.

· The Healthy Communities and Older People group: After a successful opening year promoting “activity and healthy lifestyles” it is hoped that additional monies will be available to continue the programme into 08/09. The group is currently supporting a joint proposal by the City and PCT to achieve accreditation for Carlisle as a “Healthy City”.
Cumbria Local Area Agreement (LAA)

The Partnership is engaged fully in the CSP processes developing the “new style LAA” to go active in April 2008. 

The LAA has been well received by the Partnership and City Council Committees and I am delighted to report that the engagement with the process by Members and Officers has received regional recognition.  A detailed report of the content and targets in the agreement will be reported during March and April 08 to Partnership Groups and City Council Executive and Overview and Scrutiny Committees.

Cumbria Sustainable Community Plan

The Partnership continues to be engaged with CSP in the preparation of the above. 
Cumbria Strategic Partnership Development

The Partnership continues to be engaged with CSP in the development of plans to take forward new governance mechanisms for Public Services within Cumbria. In particular the Partnership is committed (with the other district LSPs) to ensuring that the local needs of our respective areas are met and that our partners at the local level are fully engaged with the process and that their voices are heard. 
Briefings
Familiarisation briefings for elected members wishing to have a broader understanding of the work of the partnership are available from the Partnership Manager either in groups or individually.
COMMUNICATIONS

Carlisle Focus
The Spring edition is currently being delivered to residents and businesses. 

I would like to thank residents who took part in Autumn 2007 Readers’ Survey.  We received more than 700 responses and this information is very helpful in telling us which City Council services are important to them.

A high proportion, 86%, said that Carlisle Focus is their preferred method of receiving information from the City Council and 82% said that Carlisle Focus is interesting.  The top services, which are important, include refuse collection and recycling, parks and open spaces, street cleaning and litter.  Other areas are crime and disorder, sport and recreation as well as dog fouling and events.  We will be considering all these for future publications.

The Spring edition has a ‘green’ feel to it, we are transforming Heysham Park and upgrading Hammonds Pond café.  Residents can put their best foot forward and take part in East Cumbria Countryside Project’s walks and activities or visit the Spring Show in Bitts Park. 

Other articles include crime-busting, housing benefits, local elections and also meeting housing needs of vulnerable residents, improving energy ratings, making properties safe places to live, expansion of recycling scheme and the Carlisle City Play Trail.

Save Lookaround Campaign
The Lookaround campaign is on-going and the following has happened since the last Full Council meeting on 15 January. 

· The Lookaround webpages on the City Council has generated a good level of interest with more than 300 people accessing the pages.

· Members, in their wards, have been collecting names on the petition.

· Many public sector organisations are supporting the campaign including district councils, Cumbria Tourism, Cumbria County Council and Cumbria Police.

· The County Communications Group has discussed the campaign and it will be a standing item at future meetings.  As part of the supporting work, we will be collecting evidence to show that Border TV's Lookaround is a vital public service which is willing to spend extra time working on an issue taking a more in-depth approach. 

· The Lookaround campaign has featured regularly in the News and Star and Cumberland News and we will continue to look for opportunities to raise the campaign's profile in the media.

· In the Spring edition of Carlisle Focus, which is delivered to every household, we are asking residents to get behind the campaign.

COMMUNITY EVENTS 2008

Carlisle and Borders Spring Show

Sunday, 4 and Monday, 5 May 2008

Discussions are taking place with Green Spaces team to discuss ways forward with the show for this year, bearing in mind that the flood defence work will be starting early in 2009, which will have an impact.

Upperby Gala

Monday, 26 May 2008

Preparations are ongoing for this year’s Upperby Gala.  Discussions are taking place to promote the park with the Hammonds Pond group who are also interested in a series of events which they wish to organise.

Carlisle Fireshow

Saturday, 1 November 2008

Councillor M Mitchelson
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