STANDARDS COMMITTEE

WEDNESDAY 19 DECEMBER 2001 AT 2.00 PM

PRESENT:
Councillors Dodd, Farmer, Mallinson (J) & Mrs Styth.


Mr A Fraser & Councillor Mrs J Wilkinson.

ST.8/01
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Councillor J Mallinson was elected Chairman of the Standards Committee for the remainder of the municipal year and thereupon took the Chair.

ST.9/01
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Stevenson and 

Mr J E Burnett.

ST.10/01
PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was agreed that the item of business should be dealt with in public.

ST.11/01
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no Declarations of Interest.

ST.12/01
ADOPTION OF MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS

The City Solicitor and Secretary reported (TC.241/01) on the adoption of the Code of Conduct for Members of the City Council and Parish Councils.  He informed Members that it was now a statutory requirement on all authorities, including District and Parish Councils, to adopt a Code of Conduct for Members to replace the National Code of Local Government Conduct.  The City Solicitor informed Members that under the legislation the Codes had to be formally adopted by the relevant authorities by not later than 5 May 2002, but added that the Code would come into effect as from the time it was adopted by each Authority by formal resolution. The City Solicitor added that training would be provided in respect of the requirements of the new Code for all Members of the City Council prior to the City Council adopting the Code. He suggested that the Code of Conduct should be reported to the City Council at its meeting on 15 January 2002 to bring it to the attention of all Members, but with a recommendation that the Code should be formally adopted at a later meeting of the Council in order to give adequate time for training for Members.

In respect of Parish Councillors, the City Solicitor and Secretary added that training modules would be provided for Parish Clerks and Chairmen, to familiarise them with the new requirements with the Clerks and Chairmen cascading the training and information down to their Parish Council Members.  

He added that the Parish Clerks would also be primarily responsible for ensuring that each of their Members completed the written undertakings and interest forms required under the new regime within the prescribed time.  

The City Solicitor and Secretary added that he had held a series of discussions with the Secretary of the Carlisle Parish Councils Association and the Cumbria Association of Local Councils to ascertain the most appropriate way forward in assisting the Parish Councils in this matter.

In response to Members questions, the City Solicitor and Secretary commented that the preparation of Register of Interests particularly in respect of Parish Councillors would be dealt with as part of the training modules, and added that it was anticipated that a model form for the Register of Interests would be produced which would be circulated to Parish Councils.

The City Solicitor and Secretary also recommended that the City Council should adopt the Model Code of Conduct without any amendments, but  supplementary guidance in the form of the City Council's current Planning Guidance and the E-mail Protocol should be re-written and approved by the Council by way of assistance to Members in complying with the Code.

RESOLVED – That with regard to the City Council :

1.
The Model Code of Conduct be formally reported to the City Council on 15 January 2002 to bring it to the attention of all Members at the earliest possible date.

1.2
The Committee recommends the City Council :


(i)
to adopt the Model Code without any amendments, but that formal adoption is deferred until the Council Meeting on 4 March 2002, to give time for adequate training for all City Councillors, and


(ii)
to confirm approval of the revised Planning Guidance and E-mail Protocol as Supplementary Guidance in observing the Code of Conduct, but again formal confirmation of these guidance documents should be deferred until the Council formally adopts the Model Code on 4 March 2002;


(iii)
that the Committee instructs the City Solicitor and Secretary –



prior to adoption on 4 March 2002, to arrange for a series of training seminars for Members to appraise them of the requirements of the Model Code prior to its adoption, at times to be fixed in consultation with the Chairman of the City Council's Standards Committee, and



immediately following adoption of the Code, to take all necessary steps to assist Members in completing the Undertakings to observe the Code and the Register of Members Interests.

2.
That with regard to the Parish Councils –

further discussions be held with Parish Clerks on the best way of assisting Parish Council Members with the implementation of the new legislative requirements, and

the City Solicitor and Secretary arrange for training modules in connection with the Code to be provided for Parish Clerks and Chairmen at times and venues to be agreed with the Parishes.

(The meeting ended at 2.23 pm)
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