LICENSING AND REGULATORY COMMITTEE

WEDNESDAY, 17 APRIL 2002 AT 2.00 PM

PRESENT:
Councillor Morton (Chairman), Councillor Mrs Blackadder, Mrs Bowman (as substitute for Councillor Mrs Parsons), Mrs S Fisher (as substitute for Councillor G Prest), Joscelyne and Wilson.

LRP.25/02
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs Parsons and G Prest.

LRP.26/02
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Morton declared a personal interest, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct, in the application for a variation to the public Entertainment Licence in respect of Café Sol.  He stated that the nature of the interest was that the joint applicant Mr Farrer was known to him as a member of Carlisle Rugby Football Club, of which Councillor Morton was an official.  He advised that he would take no part in consideration of the application and would not chair the meeting for that item.

Councillor Mrs Bowman declared a personal interest, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct, in the application for variation of a Public Entertainment Licence in respect of Leonardo's.  She stated that the nature of her interest was that the solicitor who was representing the applicants had also acted as her solicitor.  She advised that she would take no part in consideration of this application.

LRP.27/02
APPLICATION FOR A VARIATION TO A PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT LICENCE – LEONARDO'S, 4-10 LONSDALE STREET CARLISLE

Councillor Mrs Bowman, having declared a personal interest in relation to this item took no part in consideration of the application.

The Licensing Officer submitted Report TC.070/02 concerning an application from Mr S Crooks and Mr A Gardiner for a variation to the current Public Entertainment Licence in respect of premises known as Leonardo's, 4 – 10 Lonsdale Street, Carlisle.  Application was being made for a variation to the current hours which would mean that the Public Entertainment Licence hours were as follows:


Monday to Thursday - 1000 until  0100 hours the following day


Friday and Saturday – 1000 until 0200 hours the following day


Sunday – 1200 until 2230 hours

The only variation from current hours was in respect of the hours on Friday and Saturday.

The Planning Services, the Environmental Services Division and Cumbria Fire 

Service had no objections to the application.

Mr Barnes (Solicitor), Mr Crooks and Mr Gardiner (Applicants) and Sgt  Panonne (Cumbria Constabulary) were present at the meeting.  Mr Barnes addressed the panel and confirmed that the variation to the current Public Entertainment Licence was only in respect of Fridays and Saturdays.  He advised that the extra hour being applied for from 0100 until 0200 would allow customers to enjoy an extra hour at the restaurant with entertainment. 

Mr Barnes then answered questions from Sgt Panonne confirming that it was not anticipated that it would have an effect on the type of clientele attending the premises.  Sgt Panonne then confirmed that he had no further comments to make on the application.

RESOLVED – That the application to extend the Public Entertainment Licence as requested in relation to Fridays and Saturdays be approved.

LRP 28/02
APPLICATION FOR A HORSE DRAWN HACKNEY CARRIAGE

The Licensing Officer submitted Report TC.71/02 advising that legislation and conditions were in place for covering the use of hackney carriages within the City of Carlisle.  The conditions were geared towards mechanically propelled vehicles, as opposed to the original horse drawn hackney carriages.  Interest was now being shown as a tourism initiative for horse drawn carriages to work in the Brampton area.  In anticipation of an application, varied conditions and fees had been drawn up for consideration.

Two tentative enquiries had been made from two local sources, one of which was a serious enquiry, showing interest in using horse drawn hackney carriages in the Brampton area.  One enquirer, Mrs G Parker, attended the meeting.

The Licensing Officer then outlined a number of issues which would have to be addressed to allow the use of horse-drawn hackney vehicles.  In addition to the issues outlined in the report, he added that the Panel would have to consider routes for horse-drawn vehicles and he suggested that approval of routes could be delegated to the Licensing Officer in consultation with Cumbria Constabulary, the Highway Authority and other relevant agencies.

Mrs Parker advised that if the conditions and fees were adopted, she anticipated making an application in respect of a tourism initiative in the vicinity of Hadrian's Wall.

In response to Members' questions, the Licensing Officer advised that the proposed conditions included one stating that the proprietor or driver of the horse-drawn hackney carriage shall at all times when operating, carry adequate equipment for the cleaning of the highway.  Members and officers suggested it would be appropriate to amend the wording of this condition to state that the equipment should be used or best endeavours made to clean the highway.

RESOVLED 
- (1) That the Department for Transport Local Government and the Regions document entitled "Code of Practice for Horse-drawn vehicles" be adopted as the Council's guidelines.

(2)  That the new conditions attached to Report TC.71/02, based on the existing hackney carriage conditions, be adopted by the Council in respect of:


(a)
Horse-drawn hackney carriage vehicles


(b)
Horse-drawn hackney drivers, subject to additional condition 5 being amended by the Licensing Officer with wording to ensure that equipment is used and best endeavours are made to clean up the highway.

(3)
That an annual veterinary inspection of the horse is carried out prior to licensing in any year.

(4)
That an annual mechanical inspection of the carriage is carried out by a Council approved examiner prior to licensing the carriage in any year.

(5)
That all drivers complete a road driving assessment through the British Driving Society or the Heavy Horse Training Committee and achieve a certificate of competence (Road Driving Certificate).

(6) That it be a requirement that Public Liability Insurance be provided to a minimum of £1,000,000.

(7) That the scale of tariff charges as set out in Report TC.71/02 Appendix E be agreed.

(8)
That the following annual licensing fees be agreed for horse-drawn hackney carriages:



Hackney Carriage Licence


£88



Hackney Carriage Drivers Licence
£28

(9)
That approval of the routes to be used by horse-drawn hackney carriages be delegated to the Licensing Officer in consultation with Cumbria Constabulary, the Highway Authority and other relevant agencies.

LRP.29/02
MODEL NATIONAL STANDARD CONDITIONS FOR PLACES 
OF ENTERTAINMENT

Further to Minute reference LRP.21/02, the Licensing Officer submitted

Report TC.055/02 advising that the Working Group had discussed the Model

National Standard conditions for Places of Entertainment and considered

them worthy of approval.  

Councils had been encouraged to adopt the Standards as they stand and avoid the temptation to make additional standard conditions or change the model conditions.  Any additional conditions could be added as Special Conditions for particular premises.  The City Solicitor and Secretary could impose any reasonable Special Conditions with any dispute regarding Special Conditions being referred to the Licensing and Regulatory Panel for a decision.

The Licensing Officer then added that he recommended that every licence issued by the Local Authority should also specifically attach the following additional conditions:

(a)
Additional Condition GO - Applicable to the Keeping of Good Order

(b)
Additional Condition SX – for Particular Control Over Striptease or 


Similar Entertainment Involving Nudity

RESOLVED – (1) That the Model National Standard Conditions for Places of Entertainment be adopted by the City Council subject to the attachment of the following conditions to each licence:

(a)
Additional Condition GO - Applicable to the Keeping of Good Order

(b)
Additional Condition SX – for Particular Control Over Striptease or 


Similar Entertainment Involving Nudity

(2)
That the conditions be applicable from the date of renewal of any licence, namely 30 April 2002.

LRP.30/02
APPLICATION FOR VARIATION TO A PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT LICENCE – CAFÉ SOL, 31 CASTLE STREET, CARLISLE

Councillor Morton, having declared a personal interest in relation to this item took no part in the consideration of the application and did not chair the meeting for this item.

Councillor Mrs Blackadder took over Chairmanship of the meeting for this item.

The Licensing Officer submitted Report TC.072/02 regarding an application by Mr Bell and Mr Farrer for a variation to a Public Entertainment Licence in respect of premises known as Café Sol, 31 Castle Street, Carlisle.  Application was being made for a variation to the current Public Entertainment Licence with hours as follows:


Monday to Saturday - 0900 until 2400 


Sunday

 - 1200 until 2400 

The Licensing Officer advised that the applicant had not yet arrived at the meeting and asked the Panel whether they wished to consider the application in his absence.  The Panel agreed that as this was a straightforward application, they would consider it in the applicant’s absence.

The Licensing Officer advised that Cumbria Constabulary and the Environmental Services Department had no objections to the application.  Planning Services had confirmed that Planning Permission was granted on 25 March 2002 for the premises to be open for trading between 08.00 and 24.00. 

RESOLVED – That the application to extend the Public Entertainment Licence as requested by approved.

LRP.31/02
CHAIRMAN

Councillor Morton then resumed chairmanship for the remainder of the meeting.

LRP. 32/02
PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED - That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the Public and Press were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the Paragraph Number (as indicated in brackets against each Minute) of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Local Government Act.  

LRP.33/02
APPLICATION FOR A PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER’S LICENCE – AD 


(Public and press excluded by virtue of paragraph 7)

The Licensing Officer advised that consideration of this application had been deferred to the next meeting of the Panel at the request of the applicant.

RESOLVED – That it be noted that this application would be considered at the next meeting of the Panel.

LRP.34/02
APPLICATION FOR A PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER’S LICENCE – JB 


(Public and press excluded by virtue of paragraph 7)

The Licensing Officer submitted report TC.073/02 concerning an application by JB for a private hire driver's licence.  

JB and Sgt. Panonne (Cumbria Constabulary) attended the meeting.  The City Solicitor and Secretary indicated to JB that he had a right to be represented, but JB indicated that he did not wish to be so represented.  

The Licensing Officer then outlined the details of JB's application and highlighted details of his previous convictions.  He advised that JB had applied for a licence in January 2001 but the Panel on 5 March 2001 had not granted the licence.  He advised that JB was now re-applying as nearly 3 years had elapsed since the convictions.

Sgt. Panonne had no comments to make on behalf of Cumbria Constabulary.

JB then addressed the Panel, commenting on his convictions and speaking in support of his application.  He also tabled two references from current employers.

The respective parties then withdrew from the meeting whilst the Panel gave detailed consideration to the matter.

RESOLVED – That, having given detailed consideration to all evidence presented, JB's application for a Private Hire Driver’s Licence be granted, once he had fulfilled any additional application criteria, with a warning as to future conduct.

LRP.35/02
APPLICATION FOR DOOR SUPERVISOR REGISTRATION – JJ



(Public and press excluded by virtue of paragraph 7)

The Licensing Officer submitted Report TC.75/02 concerning an application by JJ for registration as a Door Supervisor.  

JJ and Sgt. Panonne (Cumbria Constabulary) attended the meeting. The City Solicitor and Secretary indicated to JJ that he had a right to be represented, but JJ indicated that he did not wish to be so represented.  

The Licensing Officer then outlined the details of JJ's application and highlighted details of his previous convictions.

Sgt. Panonne attended the meeting and outlined Police objections to JJ's application.  

JJ then addressed the Panel, commenting on his convictions and speaking in support of his application.  He tabled a letter setting out the circumstances surrounding his conviction.  The respective parties then withdrew from the meeting whilst the panel gave detailed consideration to the matter.

RESOLVED – (1) That, having given detailed consideration to all the evidence presented and the nature of the convictions, JJ's application for registration as a Door Supervisor be refused.

(2)  That it be noted that JJ has a right of appeal against the above decision and that this right would be confirmed in writing.

(The meeting ended at 3.25 pm)
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