CITY COUNCIL

TUESDAY 3 MAY 2005 AT 6.45 PM
PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Aldersey), Councillors Allison, Atkinson, Bloxham, Boaden, C S Bowman, Mrs M Bowman, Mrs Bradley, Collier, Mrs Crookdake, Dodd, Earp, Mrs Farmer, P Farmer, Firth, Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Mrs Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Hendry, Hodgson, Im Thurn, Jefferson, Joscelyne, Knapton, Mrs Mallinson, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Ms Patrick, Mrs Prest, Ms Quilter, Mrs Rutherford, K Rutherford, Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stockdale, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Toole, Tootle, Warwick, Ms Watson, R Watson, Weber, Weedall and Wilson.

C.54/05
APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Guest.

C.55/05
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 8 March 2005 were signed by the Mayor as a true record of the meeting.

C.56/05
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Mrs Mallinson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of:

(a) the Minutes of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee of 24 March 2005, as she was a Board Member of the Carlisle Housing Association;

(b) the Minutes of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committees held on 24 February 2005 and 23 March 2005 and 7 April 2005 as she was a Board Member of the Carlisle Housing Association and a Member of Cumbria County Council.

Councillor Dodd declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the Minutes of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee of 24 March 2005 and the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee of 24 February and 23 March 2005 as he was a Board Member of the Carlisle Housing Association.

Councillor Mrs Crookdake declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute IOS.38/05 of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee of 14 April 2005 (Draft Cycle Network – Carlisle) as she was a Trustee of a Trust.

Councillor Hendry declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the Minutes of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee of 24 March 2005 and the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee Minutes of 24 February 2005, 23 March 2005 and 7 April 2005 as he was a Board Member of the Carlisle Housing Association.

Councillor Mrs Prest declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the Minutes of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee of 24 March 2005 and the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee Minutes of 24 February 2005, 23 March 2005 and 7 April 2005 as she was a Board Member of the Carlisle Housing Association.

C.57/05
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) The Mayor

The Mayor referred to the fact that this was the first time the City Council had met in the Council Chamber since the recent flooding.  He paid tribute to the work undertaken by staff to bring the Civic Centre back into use so quickly after the floods.  He also requested that a letter of thanks be sent to Morton Community Centre for their assistance in providing accommodation for Council and Committee meetings whilst the Civic Centre had been closed.

The Mayor further reported on a recent visit he had undertaken to the First Battalion of the King’s Own Royal Border Regiment at North Luffenham, Oakham, Rutland on the occasion of their St. George’s Day parade.  The Regiment had expressed a wish to thank the City Council for the support given in lobbying for the retention of the Regiment following the recent merger proposals.

(b) Leader of the City Council

The Leader reminded Members that a special meeting of the Executive had been arranged for Wednesday 25 May 2005 to consider the Local Plan and the Council’s Performance Plan.  These matters would also be considered at meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees in early June 2005.  A further special meeting of the Executive had been arranged for 20 June 2005 to consider feedback and a special meeting of the City Council would be held on 30 June 2005 to formally agree the final content of the documents.

(c) Members of the Executive

There were no announcements from Members of the Executive.

(d) Town Clerk and Chief Executive

There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

C.58/05
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND DEPUTATION’S 

Pursuant to Procedure Rules 10.1 and 10.11, the Town Clerk and Chief 

Executive and Chief Executive reported that no questions, petitions or

deputations had been submitted by members of the public.

C.59/05
EXECUTIVE

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor 

Firth seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 24 March and 18 April 2005.

Members questioned the Leader and Portfolio Holders on details of the above Minutes.

RESOLVED - That the minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 24 March and 18 April 2005 be received.

C.60/05
PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS

Copies of reports from the following Portfolio Holders had been circulated prior to the meeting:

(i) Health and Community Activities;

(ii) Corporate Resources;

(iii) Policy Performance Management Finance and Resources;

(iv) Promoting Carlisle;

(v) Economic Prosperity;

(vi) Environment Infrastructure and Transport;

Members questioned individual Portfolio Holders on their reports, and it was:

RESOLVED -
That the reports of the Portfolio Holders be received

C.61/05
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY MINUTES AND CHAIRMEN’S REPORTS

(a) Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee

Councillor Jefferson moved, and it was seconded, that the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 17 March 2005 be received and adopted.  Councillor Jefferson also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED - That the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 17 March 2005, together with the Chairman’s report, be received and adopted.

(b) Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Councillor Boaden moved, and it was seconded, that the Minutes of the meeting of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 24 March 2005 be received and adopted.  Councillor Boaden also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 24 March 2005, together with the Chairman’s Report, be received and adopted.

(c) Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Councillor Mrs Prest moved, and it was seconded, that the Minutes of the meeting of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 31 March 2005, be received and adopted.  Councillor Mrs Prest also presented her report as Vice-Chairman of the Committee.

Councillor Mrs Prest referred to the fact that Councillor Guest had, that day, been admitted to hospital and she asked that a letter be sent to Councillor Guest wishing him a speedy recovery.

RESOLVED - (1) That the Minutes of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 31 March 2005, together with the report of the Vice-Chairman, be received and adopted.

(2) That a letter on behalf of the City Council be sent to Councillor Guest wishing him a speedy recovery to full health.

(d) Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Councillor Mrs Mallinson moved, and it was seconded, that the Minutes of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 24 February, 23 March and 7 and 14 April 2005 be received and adopted.  Councillor Mrs Mallinson also presented her Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED - That the Minutes of the meeting of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 24 February, 23 March and 7 and 14 April 2005, together with the Chairman’s Report, be received and adopted.

(e) Overview and Scrutiny Annual Report 2004/05

Councillor Jefferson presented the Annual Report on the Council’s Overview and Scrutiny function for 2004/05 and drew attention the work undertaken by the Overview and Scrutiny Committees under their various functional headings.

He reported that, during the year, a Task Group had been set up to deal with a subject review of the evening and night time economy.  Members had found this method of working popular.

Detailed scrutiny of the Sheepmount Project had provided the Executive with valuable information prior to the Project being let.

The January floods had affected everyone’s forward planning.  An outside consultant had been engaged to appraise the Council’s Overview and Scrutiny function.  The consultant’s report was expected early in the 2005/06 Municipal Year.  Depending on the outcome of the report, it may be desirable for a review of the Constitution to be undertaken.

RESOLVED - That the report be noted.

C.62/05
REGULATORY PANEL

Councillor Morton moved, and it was seconded, that the Minutes of the meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 16 March 2005 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED - That the Minutes of the meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 16 March 2005 be received and adopted.

C.63/05
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier moved, and it was seconded, that the Minutes of the meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 23 and 25 February, 30 March and 1 April 2005 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED - That the Minutes of the meeting on the Development Control Committee held on 23 and 25 February, 30 March and 1 April 2005 be received and adopted.

C.64/05
EMPLOYMENT PANEL

Councillor Firth moved, and Councillor Mitchell seconded, that the Minutes of the meeting of the Employment Panel held on 23 February 2005 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED - That the Minutes of the meeting of the Employment Panel 

held on 23 February 2005 be received and adopted.

C.65/05
APPEALS PANEL

Councillor Weedall moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the 

meeting of Appeals Panel 3 held on 13 April 2005 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED - That the Minutes of the meeting of Appeals Panel 3 held

on 13 April 2005 be received and adopted.

C.66/05
NOTICES OF MOTION

(a) Down-a-Gate Centre

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Graham:-

“I call upon Carlisle City Council to request that the Executive allocates funding to the Down-a-Gate Centre at Warwick Bridge, on the same basis that money is made available to urban Community Centres in Carlisle”.  

The motion was seconded by Councillor Mrs Parsons.

Following discussion and voting thereon, the motion of Councillor Graham as set out above was AGREED.

(b) Air Ambulance Fund

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Hendry :- 

“That Carlisle City Council recognises the important work that the Air Ambulance does in protecting the lives of the people of North Cumbria, and is therefore prepared to award a one-off grant of £10,000 in 2005/06 to the Air Ambulance fund, for them to continue to operate, with funding to come from either balances or such other appropriate funding source as the Executive may identify”.  

The motion was seconded by Councillor Weber.

Following discussion and voting thereon, the motion of Councillor Hendry as set out above was AGREED.

C.67/05
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION TO THE COUNCIL’S BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK

Storm and Flood Damage, Condition of Assets and their Recovery

Councillor Graham was not present in the Council Chamber during consideration of this matter.

Pursuant to Minute EX53/05, consideration was given to a report of the Head of Property Services regarding the condition of assets and their recovery following the storm and the flood damage.

Councillor Firth moved, and it was seconded, and 

RESOLVED - That the City Council agrees that the £200,000 previously earmarked for use at Kingstown Industrial Estate in 2005/06, be redirected for use at Willowholme Industrial Estate.

C.68/05
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT 1982 AND SECTION 120 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2003 – REGULATION OF COSMETIC PIERCING AND SKIN COLOURING BUSINESSES

Councillor Toole declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct as his daughter has a Beauty Parlour.  Councillor Toole remained in the Council Chamber but did not speak or vote on this item.

Pursuant to Minute LRP.21/05, to consider recommendations from the Regulatory Panel in relation to the regulation of cosmetic piercing and skin colouring businesses.

RESOLVED - (1) That the City Council confirms that the powers relating to cosmetic piercing and semi-permanent skin coloration as set out in Section 15 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982, as amended by Section 120 of the Local Government Act 2003, and pursuant to the procedure laid out in Section 13 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982, be adopted.

(2) That the City Council formally adopts the contents of the bylaws attached to Report EPS.04/05 as Appendices 1 and 2.

(3) That the City Council require that persons carrying out such businesses separately register themselves, their premises and their employees to ensure individuals are adequately trained and hygiene standards required are adhered to.

(4) That the City Council set the following registration fees for the year 2005/06: -

A fee for premises of £75 and a registration fee for persons of £45.

(5) That the City Council:-

(a) authorises the affixing of the Common Seal to the bylaws;

(b) authorises the Head of Legal and Democratic Services to carry out the necessary procedure and apply to the Secretary of State for confirmation.

C.69/05
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

The Head of Legal and Democratic Services submitted report LDS.22/05 setting out a number of proposed amendments to the Council’s Constitution.

The report had been considered by the Executive and the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee and Minute extracts from those meetings were submitted.

RESOLVED - That the changes to the Constitution as set out in Appendix 1 to Report LDS.22/05 be approved.

C.70/05 
OPERATION OF PROVISIONS RELATING TO CALLING AND  


URGENCY

The Head of Legal and Democratic Services submitted report LDS.21/05 on the operation of the call in and urgency procedures over the past twelve months in accordance with Rule 15(j) of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules.

RESOLVED - That the report be noted and the current procedures on the operation of call in and urgency be continued, subject to monitoring during the next Municipal Year to identify whether any improvements might be made.

C.71/05
INDEPENDENT REMUNERATION PANEL

The Head of Member Support and Employee Services submitted report ME.04/05 enclosing a report of the Chairman of the Independent Remuneration Panel making recommendations regarding the replacement of a Panel member and a review of Members’ Allowances.

RESOLVED - (1) That the appointment of Mr Michael Owen to the Independent Remuneration Panel be agreed.

(2) That the payment of a cycle mileage allowance of 10p per mile for Councillors be approved.

(3) That the rates of Members’ Allowances payable from 1 April 2005, as detailed at Appendix C to Report ME.04/05, be approved.

C.72/05
COMMUNICATIONS
There were no communications or business brought forward by the Mayor as a matter of urgency.

(The meeting ended at 8.10pm)

