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Summary:- The Local Authorities (Members’ Allowances) Regulations 2003 require that each Local Authority makes it’s own rates in respect of allowances payable to Elected Members.

Council agreed on 4th November 2003 that rates should in future increase in line with any increases applicable to Officers salaries & allowances.

The National Joint Council for Local Government Services has issued increased mileage allowances for Officers, and hence Members, with effect from 1st April 2004 (Appendix A).

Recommendations:-

3.1   Council are requested to note the increased mileage allowances payable to Elected 

        Members effective from 1st April 2004.

3.2 Council are requested to note that increases to Members Basic, Special Responsibility 

       & Subsistence allowances will be applied when the Officers’ Pay claim is settled, and 

       that the same percentage increase will be applied to all allowances.

3.3 Council are requested to note that the Elected Members Independent Remuneration Panel will

make recommendation to Council later in the year in respect of entrance by Councillors to the 

Local Government Pension Scheme for 2005/06.
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ELECTED MEMBERS ALLOWANCES – UPDATE 2004/05

1. introduction

carlisle City Council Members’ Allowances Scheme 2003/04 was approved in November 2003, and at that time it was agreed that allowances would in future be uplifted in accordance with increases to Officers’ salaries & allowances.

2. UPDATE
Staff pay negotiations are ongoing and unlikely to be settled into well into the summer and therefore no increases can be applied to Basic, Special responsibility or Subsistence allowances until agreement has been reached. Any settlement will of course be backdated to April 2004.

     Mileage rates have recently been uplifted as these are nationally agreed rates and will be 

    applied to both Officers & Members from  April 2004. (APPENDIX A)

    In addition, the Elected Members Independent Remuneration panel will be reviewing the

    recommendation not to admit Elected Members to the Local Government Pension Scheme 

    during 2003/04 or 2004/05. This will be considered at a meeting of the panel later in the year 

    and a further recommendation will be made to Council in respect of entrance to the pension 

    scheme by Elected Members for 2005/06.

3. RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1   Council are requested to note the increased mileage allowances applicable to Elected 

        Members effective from 1st April 2004.  (APPENDIX A)

3.4 Council are requested to note that increases to Members Basic, Special Responsibility 

       & Subsistence allowances will be applied when the Officers’ Pay claim is settled, and 

       that the same percentage increase will be applied to these allowances.

       Council will be advised formally of the revised allowances once they have been agreed.

3.5 Council are requested to note that the Elected Members Independent Remuneration Panel will

Make recommendation to Council later in the year in respect of entrance by Councillors to the 

Local Government Pension Scheme for 2005/06.

                                                                                                                            Appendix A

(Extract from Elected Members’ Allowances Scheme 2003/04)

Travel 

Members should travel by Public Transport where reasonably possible.

Rail Travel – the amount of the ordinary Standard Class fare at the cheapest rate available for the journey wherever possible.

Taxi Cab - in cases of urgency or where no other form of public transport is reasonably available the amount of the actual fare and any reasonable gratuity paid - in any other cases the amount of the fare for travel by appropriate public transport.

Private Motor Vehicle – the rates approved by Council, for the cubic capacity of the car used for the journey up to 120 miles round distance. 

Any distances paid over 120 miles will be reimbursed at the petrol element.  

The current rates (effective from 1st April 2004 ) are as set out below:

Rate for 1st 120 miles

                     Rate payable for each additional 

                                                                      mile

Up to 900c.c 
= 37.0p


7.22p 

per mile

1000 to 1199c.c 
= 40.4p 


7.37p 

per mile

Over 1200c.c
= 50.5p 
 

8.25p 

per mile

Air - the rate for travel by air shall not exceed the rate applicable to travel by appropriate alternative means of transport together with an allowance equivalent to the amount of any saving in conference attendance allowance and subsistence allowance consequent on travel by air. Where the saving in time is so substantial as to justify payment of the fare for travel by air, the amount paid shall not exceed:

a) The ordinary fare or any available cheap fare for travel by regular air service, or

b) Where no such service is available or in the case of urgency, the fare actually paid by the member

Other Costs - The rates detailed above may be increased by not more than the amount of any necessary expenditure incurred on tolls, ferries or parking fees including overnight garaging, however where possible receipts should be submitted with claims.   
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