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This report updates Members on the Inspector’s Report on the Inquiry into outstanding objections to the Revised Redeposit Draft Carlisle District Local Plan 2001-2016.

Recommendation:-

That the report be noted.

Catherine Elliot

Director of Development Services

Contact Officer:
Chris Hardman
Ext:
7190


To the Chairman and Members of the 





          DS.54/08

Development Control Committee 

1.0
Background

1.1 The Council received the Inspector’s Report into outstanding objections to the Local Plan on the 7th April 2008.  The Council has an obligation to release the report and therefore the report was published on the 10th April.  Members have been provided with an individual copy of the report and a copy has been placed in the Members resource room.

1.2 The Inspector considered all the policies which had outstanding objections either as written representation or along with evidence he heard through the Public Local Inquiry held in July-August 2007.

1.3 Under provisions brought in by the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 the Inspector’s report is binding on the Council.  The Council must therefore amend its policies in line with the recommendations. In general the Inspector has accepted the recommendations of City Council on the 7th May 2007 which sought amendment to policies where appropriate and clarified the Council’s position.  There are however some changes to policies which the Inspector has imposed such as in relation to density.

1.4 Officers will produce a final version of the plan for adoption incorporating the proposals map from the first two drafts, the revised redeposit text and the Inspector’s recommendations.  This will not be available in time for the April meeting of City Council and it is envisaged that it will be prepared for adoption at the July meeting.

1.5 Members planning policy document prepared for Development Control Committee will be updated in the short term to assist Members with determination of planning applications.  Officers have been given guidance in preparation of their reports for this meeting.

1.6
Members of the City Council are being provided with a presentation on the Inspector’s recommendations on the 17th April prior to this meeting.
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1.7
Prior to adoption there is one further issue for consideration.  This related to the Habitat Regulations brought about through European legislation to protect the most important wildlife species and habitats.  An Appropriate Assessment was undertaken on the plan’s policies and proposals.  This was not completed in time for the Inspector to consider.  The final report will be signed off by Natural England this month and will be referred to the Secretary of State.  This has to take place before the Council can adopt its policies.  The Secretary of State may direct that policies have to be amended.

1.8
Until this work is completed Members must ensure that the impact of any proposals on international sites such as Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) are fully considered.  This can lead to a Habitat Regulations Assessment such as that required for the airport application.

1.9
The Inspector’s report is set in the context of a more restrictive housing supply established in RPG13 and the adopted Joint Structure Plan.  The implications of this are that the Council has to embark upon its Core Strategy and an Allocations Development Plan Document (part of the Local Development Framework) to take account of the revised housing figures in RSS Proposed Changes.  This will enable the Council to address significant housing and employment issues for the period post 2011.  Separate reports on the scope of this work will be provided for Members.  The Inspector’s Report also sets the context for other work of the Council on development briefs and Supplementary Planning Documents.

2.0
Consultation
2.1
The Inspector’s report is binding upon the Council and there is no opportunity for further consultation.

3.0
Conclusion
3.1
An update of the Council’s planning policies will be provided for Members of this committee in advance of the adoption of the Local Plan.
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4.0
Recommendation
4.1
That the report be noted.

Catherine Elliot

Director of Development Services

Contact Officer:
Chris Hardman
Ext:
7190
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