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Summary:-

To report on the operation of call-in and urgency since the implementation of the new Constitution.

Recommendation:-

(1)
That the Report be noted.

(2)
That the present procedures for the operation of call-in and urgency be continued unchanged and their operation reviewed in 12 months time.

Contact Officer:
Stephen Halstead
Ext:
 7035

OPERATION OF THE PROVISIONS RELATING TO CALL IN AND URGENCY

1.0
This report has been prepared in accordance with Rule 15(j) of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules which requires the operation of the provisions relating to call-in and urgency to be monitored annually, and a report submitted to Council with proposals for review if necessary.

2.0
CALL-INS

There have been four call-ins since the implementation of the new structures in September 2001, as follows:

EX.078/01 – Review of Member Support Needs

Decision by Executive on 26 November 2001.

Called in by Chairman of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 29 November 2001.

Scrutinised by Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 6 December 2001 and referred back to the Executive.

Reference considered by Executive on 12 December 2001 and agreed that final report should go directly to the City Council.


EX.133/01 – Carlisle South Sure Start Programme – Interim Steering Group

Decision by Executive on 17 December 2001.

Called-in by Councillors Boaden, McMillan and Weber on 02 January 2002.

Scrutinised by Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 8 January 2002.  The decision was not referred back to the Executive.  A request was made to the portfolio holder regarding substitute Members serving on the Interim Steering Group and this was subsequently agreed by the Executive on 18 February 2002.

EX.028/02 – Leisuretime Externalisation – Documentation

Decision by Executive on 28 January 2002.

Called in by Councillors Boaden, McMillan and Weber on 6 February 2002.

Scrutinised by Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 12 February 2002 and although not objecting to Executive decision, asked the portfolio holders to consider increasing certain weightings in the evaluation matrix.

Executive on 18 February 2002 approved a recommendation by the portfolio holders to accept the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee’s changes.

PF.005/02 – Executive “Away Day” Event

Decision by the Leader on 22 February 2002.

Called in by Councillors Guest, Styth and Parsons on 28 February 2002.

Scrutinised by Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 7 March 2002.  The decision was not referred back to the Executive.  At the meeting, Councillor Mitchelson agreed to give reasons why a non-corporate resource had not been chosen in any future decisions on training events.

3.0
URGENCY RULE

Rule 15(i) of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules provides that call-in procedures shall not apply where the decision being taken by the Executive is urgent.  A decision is urgent if any delay likely to be caused by the call-in process would seriously prejudice the Council’s or the public’s interest.

In these circumstances, the Chairman of the Council has to agree both that the decision proposed is reasonable in all the circumstances and to it being treated as a matter of urgency.

Since the implementation of the new structures in September 2001, the Mayor has agreed that the following decisions of the Executive, both taken at the meeting on 28 January 2002, should not be subject to call-in procedures:

EX.2/02
Housing Revenue Account Budget 2002/03

EX.3/02
General Fund Revenue Estimates and Budget Considerations 

2002/03 to 2004/05

The Mayor agreed that any delay caused by the call-in process would seriously prejudice the Council’s interest in view of the fact that:

(a)
the Executive would be making recommendations to the City Council on the above items and the final decisions would be made by the City Council at their meeting on 5 February 2002, and

(b)
the call-in period for the Executive meeting on 28 January 2002 did not end until 1700 hours on 6 February 2002, ie after the Council meeting.

4.0
As the call-in procedure and urgency procedure have been in operation for only 7 months whilst the Council's new Constitution has been bedded in and in view of the fact that the number of issues called-in and dealt with as a matter of urgency as detailed above has not been excessive it is considered that the present provisions should be continued unchanged and the operation of call-in and urgency reviewed again in 12 months time.

RECOMMENDATION

(1)
That the Report be noted.

(2)
That the present procedures for the operation of call-in and urgency be continued unchanged and their operation reviewed in 12 months time.

J M Egan

City Solicitor and Secretary
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