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REPORT TO EXECUTIVE

PORTFOLIO AREA: HEALTH AND COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

Date of Meeting: 24th April 2006

Public

Key Decision: Yes Recorded in Forward Plan: Yes

Inside Policy Framework

Title: PLAY AREA POLICY
Report of: COMMUNITY SERVICES
Report reference: CS20/06

Summary:
To approve a policy for the assessment and prioritisation of play areas owned by the City
Council which will then be used to determine an investment programme.

Recommendations:
The Executive is recommended to:
1. Approve the Play Area Policy and refer it to Council for adoption.

Contact Officer: Mark Beveridge Ext: 7350
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Executive has previously considered the draft policy (CS08/06 appended for

information) and referred it to Community O&S for comment. Their comments are

provided on this agenda for consideration by the Executive.

1.2 As outlined in CS08/06, the policy if adopted will enable officers to apply the criteria

to the play area portfolio and place in priority order with a timetable for

redevelopment for each play area, including those planned for closure. 

1.3 Once this list has been established the budget provision made available for 2006/07

can be allocated and work procured as soon as practicable on the first play areas

identified through the application of the criteria set out in the policy as priorities for

work.

1.4 Conclusion

1.5 The establishment of a policy for addressing the management and development of

play areas across the City will enable members, officers and local residents to know

when individual play areas will be subject to re-development. Whilst at the same

time providing flexibility for local people to establish community groups to help

access grants which are not available to the Council and thereby assist in

accelerating the development of particular play areas where such involvement

occurs. The allocation of specific budget provision for this work will ensure a year

on year improvement of the portfolio of play areas the Council manages. 

2. CONSULTATION

2.1 Consultation to date
PFH, Executive, CMT, Community O&S

2.2 Consultation proposed
Council
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3. RECOMMENDATIONS

The Executive is recommended to:
1. Approve the Play Area Policy and refer it to Council for adoption.

13. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS
To provide a policy that will enable officers to determine the priority list and

timetable for play area development across all of the play areas owned and

managed by the City Council.

4. IMPLICATIONS
 Staffing/Resources – The policy will be implemented using the existing staff

resources.

 Financial – An annual budget provision of £50,000 has been approved from

2006/07 for refurbishing existing play areas.

 Legal – The policy document is intended to be processed for adoption by full

Council as part of the authority’s Policy Framework.  It is consistent with putting

measures in place to fulfil the council’s new duties under the Children’s Act 2004

to make arrangements to ensure that it carries out its functions having regard to

the need to safeguard and promote the welfare of children at all times.

 Corporate – Play Area Provision is integral to the Council’s Priority of Cleaner,

Greener & Safer, in addition the play development of young children is a key

aspect of the Learning City priority.

 Risk Management – All play areas are fully risk assessed.

 Equality Issues – All new play areas are designed to provide play for all.

 Environmental – Play areas will where practical use recycled material

 Crime and Disorder – The play areas provide something for young people to do

and if designed well add to the overall quality of life for local residents.
































































