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Summary: The report sets out the position regarding children’s play areas in Carlisle, and indicates a number of play areas to be improved in 2010-11.  A review of children’s play areas is underway following the discussions held by the Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel on 25 March 2010.

Recommendations:
1. The Executive approves the release of capital funds for the improvements to children’s play in 2010-11.

2. The Executive notes the comments of the Community O&S panel.

	Contact Officer:
	Phil Gray
	Ext:
	8578


1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS
1.1
The City Council’s Green Spaces team is responsible for development and maintenance of equipped children’s play areas within Council property, a current total of 65 play areas and 5 multi-use games areas (MUGAs).  The number of play areas is growing annually as they are often a requirement of development plans under the Local Plan (policies LS2, LS4).

1.2
The Play Area Strategy was approved by Executive in 2006 and provided a prioritised list of play areas to be improved.  Since the publication of the strategy the City Council has installed or refurbished 15 play areas and this report seeks to take this work forward in 2010-11.

1.3
Current indications are that the Playbuilder programme will be funded following the Coalition Government’s spending review and the City Council can draw on existing resources, both internal and external, to improve play areas.

1.4
The proposals for the current year are listed below:

	Play area
	Budget 
	Source/s of funding

	Keenan Park (Botcherby)
	£50,000
	Surestart (£15,000) S106 (£30,000 Barratt Homes) Small Project fund (£5,000)

	Dale End Field (Currock)
	£50,000
	S106 (£50,000, Barratt Homes)

	Morton ward
	£53,000
	S106 (£53,000, Riverside)

	Richmond Green (Morton)
	£50,000
	City Council capital (£50,000)

	
	
	

	Total Projected Spend
	£203,000
	


In all cases the funding is already in place within Council budgets.  In the case of S106 monies the purposes for use of the funding are ring-fenced under planning agreements.

1.5
At the Community O&S Panel of 25 March 2010, Members resolved:

i) That the Panel have considered the options outlined in report CS.07/10 and recommend to the Executive that they investigate Option C as away forward for the future of play areas in Carlisle;

ii) That ward members, Neighbourhood Forums and community groups be invited to comment on proposals for the transformation of specific play areas as the work progresses

iii) That the Panel recommends to the Executive that it would be beneficial to the Council to undertake a review of the Council’s Section 106 arrangements.

After discussion with the Portfolio Holder the Green Spaces and Community Services teams are undertaking a joint review of play area provision and sources of funding in response to i) and iii) above, while  ii) is being actively implemented by officers.

2. CONSULTATION
2.1 Consultation to Date:-
Ward councillors, residents groups, Community Associations, Riverside Housing Association, Barratt Homes Ltd., Carlisle Play Partnership

2.2 Consultation proposed:-
Police Crime Prevention Officer, Neighbourhood Forums, Ward Councillors, Community Groups.

3. RECOMMENDATIONS
1. The Executive approves the release of capital funds for the improvements to children’s play in 2010-11.

2. The Executive notes the comments of the Community O&S panel.

4. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS
1. To discharge the City Council’s obligations under the various Section 106 agreements.

2. To carry forward the work programme identified in the 2006 Play Area Strategy.

5. IMPLICATIONS
· Staffing/Resources – no impact as these projects replace existing play areas which are maintained with existing resources.
· Financial – The 2010/11 capital programme includes a budget of £50,000 for the Play Areas.  The capital programme will need to be updated to reflect the award of Section106 monies and other contributions on receipt of the agreements.

· Legal – (1) In relation to funds obtained by virtue of s106 Agreements the Council is only able to use the money for the purposes specified under the said Agreements.  (2) The Council has obligations under legislation to maintain its land and any facilities thereon in a reasonably safe condition for both visitors (and indeed trespassers).
· Corporate – 
· Risk Management – low.  Capital projects are managed by in-house team using Prince 2 method.
· Environmental – improvements to neighbourhood facilities for children & young people.
· Crime and Disorder – some low level anti-social behaviour is sometimes associated with play areas but City Council staff will work with Police and CDRP officers to minimise impacts.
· Impact on Customers – Positive – new facilities for play.
·  Equality and Diversity – Neutral.  All new facilities are designed to be accessible.
Impact assessments

Does the change have an impact on the following?

	Equality Impact Screening
	Impact Yes/No?
	Is the impact positive or negative?

	Does the policy/service impact on the following?
	
	

	Age
	Yes
	Positive for children & young people

	Disability
	Yes
	Access for all abilities 

	Race
	No
	

	Gender/ Transgender
	No
	

	Sexual Orientation
	No
	

	Religion or belief
	No
	

	Human Rights
	?
	Possible negative impact on nearby residents from noisy games.

	Social exclusion
	Yes
	Positive – increased opportunities for play

	Health inequalities
	Yes
	Positive – provides opportunities for healthy activity

	Rurality
	No
	


If you consider there is either no impact or no negative impact, please give reasons:

The projects are neutral in most regards and are designed to improve opportunities for the whole community.  Some residents object to noisy games but it is questionable whether this is a genuine infringement of their human rights – however, this has been claimed by some residents in the past so is included here for balance.
If an equality Impact is necessary, please contact the P&P team.
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