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The Director of Community Services submitted Report CS.29/06 enclosing the executive summary of the Feasibility Study undertaken by the City Council's Waste Services Section into an Alternate Week Collection Scheme for household waste.

Details of the practical implementation of the scheme were submitted and involved –

(a)
the issuing of one standard 240 litre capacity wheeled bin per household for household waste with the following qualifications:-

(i)
householders could request a smaller 140 litre wheeled bin;

(ii)
large households could qualify for an extra wheeled bin under certain circumstances;

(iii)
where access for householders to the point of collection or where access for the Council's refuse collection vehicles is not possible, affected householders would not be able to participate in the scheme.  A weekly sack collection would be undertaken for these households limited to two sacks per household.

(b)
all properties having a garden and access for collection would be offered a garden waste wheeled bin to participate in the alternate weekly collection system.

As part of the scheme, no 'side' waste over and above that which could be contained within the wheeled bins or sacks would be collected.  Action would be taken to warn householders who do not comply and persistent offenders could be served fixed penalty notices under the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act.

Action would be taken to ensure that all householders were made aware of the collection policies and service standards that they could expect from the scheme.

A key element of the scheme would be the enhanced provision of kerbside recycling to include garden waste, paper, plastics and cardboard and waste electrical items.

In support of the scheme, the County Council had agreed to extend the opening hours of the Bousteads Grassing Civic Amenity Site from 8am to 4pm to 8am to 6pm.  In addition, suitable sites in the north of the City are currently being investigated with a view to these being operational in 2007/08.

The alternate weekly collection scheme should be seen as a key element of Cumbria's sustainable waste management portfolio, minimising the amount of waste requiring final treatment and disposal and thus minimising Cumbria's financial liabilities under the Landfill Allowance Trading Scheme.

The capital cost of the scheme was within budget and there was no additional revenue funding required over and above that currently allocated for the Council's waste services.

The Director of Corporate Services submitted the financial implications identifying the key financial risks as being – 

· fuel costs increasing above the Retail Price Index;

· vehicle hire costs exceeding those budgeted for;

· potential imbalance between income received and revenue costs if the anticipated collection levels for recycled materials is not achieved.

There was also an issue relating to the future provision of wheeled bins after the first ones have been issued and a report with funding options would be brought back to a future meeting of the Executive.

The opportunity should exist for the City Council to achieve cashable and non‑cashable savings under the Gershon scheme.

The initiative would be a major contributor to the City Council's corporate priority of achieving a cleaner, greener, safer Carlisle.  Subject to approval, it was anticipated that implementation of alternative weekly collections would be completed by May 2007.

Councillor Bloxham, Environment and Infrastructure Portfolio Holder, stressed that the proposals were for weekly collections of household waste, with residual waste being collected one week and recyclable waste being collected the next.  He was of the opinion that there was support from a large section of the community to recycle more but that further education was needed to ensure maximum participation in the scheme if it was implemented.  He pointed out that the City Council was committed to working with householders who may find it hard to implement the new arrangements if access to their properties for wheeled bins was difficult or they had particular disabilities.  The financial penalties were severe on the County Council if the amount of household waste disposed of to landfill didn't reduce.  These financial penalties would fall on the Council taxpayer.

The Chairman considered that the introduction of alternate weekly collections would be a major step forward for the City Council in increasing the amount of waste that was recycled.  This was an area of Council activity where local communities could play an active part in achieving the goal of increased recycling.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the Executive accepts the findings of the Feasibility Study and recommends to the City Council the adoption and subsequent implementation of the alternate weekly collection option.

Reasons for Decision

The Executive accepted the findings of the Feasibility Study and recommended to the City Council the adoption and subsequent implementation of the alternate weekly collection option.  This would be a major contributor to the City Council's corporate priority of achieving a cleaner, greener, safer Carlisle.







