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Summary:-  

Patons Taxiworld  are seeking the Council’s approval to licence their TW200 as a wheelchair accessible Hackney Carriage.

Recommendation:-

That the Licensing & Regulatory Panel considers the supplier’s request for the vehicle to be approved as a wheelchair accessible Hackney Carriage by Carlisle City Council in accordance with the options available.

R W S Speirs

Head of Environmental Protection Services  

Note: in compliance with section 100d of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 the report has been prepared in part from the following papers:-  Test literature.

To the Chairman and Members of the Licensing & Regulatory Panel on 15th September 2004

Legislation

Section 47 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, states that a District Council may require any Hackney Carriage licensed by them to be of such design or appearance or bear such distinguishing marks as shall clearly identify it as a Hackney Carriage (Appendix ‘A’)

History
Following a recommendation from the Licensing Panel of the 18th August 1998, the Environment Committee on the 1st of October 1998 amended the Council’s policy with regard to the licensing of wheelchair accessible Hackney Carriages, to allow vehicles other than Public Carriage Office approved vehicles to be licensed. Applications would be referred to the Licensing Panel for consideration on individual merit. 

This decision was taken partly to allow a greater freedom of choice for the trade in the light of the Disability Discrimination Act’s requirement for all newly licensed Hackney Carriages to be wheelchair accessible on a date to be determined.

Current Application

Patons Taxiworld TW200

Patons of Glasgow have been involved in the supply of taxis for over 45 years. They are now marketing their first wheelchair accessible taxi which has been  converted directly by the company.

The vehicle is based on a Fiat Scudo chassis. This is the same chassis that has previously been  approved by members for a Fiat and a Peugeot but converted by a different company.

It is capable of carrying one wheelchair passenger, who would gain access from the nearside of the vehicle by way of ramps. Alternatively it can carry up to seven passengers. 

The vehicle complies with all European and UK specifications and the manufacturers are currently awaiting confirmation that it has been granted Low Volume Type Approval from The Vehicle Certification Agency.

This vehicle will be available for inspection by Members from 1.30 pm on Wednesday 15th September 2004 at the front of the Civic Centre.  Members should be aware that if they have not inspected the vehicle prior to the meeting they may be precluded from voting on the application.

Previous Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle Approval

This Panel has previously considered five vehicles for inclusion on the approved list. On 13th October 1998 a Mercedes Eurocab and on the 13th September 1999 a Fiat Eurocab, both converted by Jubilee Automotive Group, were approved. On 6th November 2000 a Peugeot Euro 7, converted by Allied Vehicles was approved.  On 21st August 2002 the Panel refused permission for a Ford Unique taxi. On the 7th July 2004 members approved a Fiat Scudo, converted by Centreline Taxi Sales of Newcastle after initially refusing the application.

In all cases a condition was included that the vehicle colour to be black, to enable members of the public to become accustomed to a new shape of Hackney Carriage. The Panel changed the colour requirement on 10th September 2003, to allow non London style wheelchair accessible vehicles to be either black or white in colour.

Options

a. Refuse the application to approve this vehicle 

b. Grant the application with the condition that the colour of the vehicle be restricted to either black or white and that the correct certification has been received from The Vehicle Certification Agency.

Prepared by B J Sharrock

Licensing Officer





