EXECUTIVE (SPECIAL)

THURSDAY 25 MAY 2006 AT 12 NOON

PRESENT:

Councillor Mitchelson (Chairman) (Promoting Carlisle Portfolio Holder);

Councillor Mrs  Bowman (Economic Development and Enterprise Portfolio Holder);

Councillor Bloxham (Infrastructure and Environment Portfolio Holder);

Councillor Mrs Geddes (Learning and Development Portfolio Holder);

Councillor Jefferson (Finance and Performance Portfolio Holder);

Councillor Knapton (Leisure, Culture and Heritage Portfolio Holder);

Councillor Prest (Sustainable Communities Portfolio Holder);

CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS

The Chairman welcomed Councillor Mrs Prest to her first Executive meeting as a Porfolio Holder.

ALSO PRESENT:   

Councillor Weber attended the meeting as an observer.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

EX.098/06
BEST VALUE PERFORMANCE PLAN 2006/07 INCLUDING BEST VALUE PERFORMANCE INDICATORS OUTTURN (Key Decision)

Portfolio
Finance and Performance

Subject Matter

The Head of Policy and Performance Services submitted Report SP.19/06 enclosing the updated text for the Best Value Performance Plan for 2006/07 taking into account the observations of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees which have been considered in detail by the Finance and Performance Portfolio Holder.

The report also contained details of the Council's performance against the Best Value Performance Indicators for 2005/06.  This information would be included in the final version of the Best Value Performance Plan and would be submitted to the Overview and Scrutiny Committees for observations with the outcome being reported back to the Executive on 26 June 2006.

Members noted that the performance indicator information did not always cross reference correctly with the service standards in the Performance Plan text.  The Finance and Performance Portfolio Holder undertook to work with Officers to resolve these issues.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.  That the content and format of the report, including the text and the Best Value Performance Indicators outturn be noted.

2.  That the Finance and Performance Portfolio Holder, in conjunction with relevant Officers, be requested to review the performance indicator information so that it cross references with the service standard information in the Performance Plan text.

3.  That the Best Value Performance Indicator information be referred to the Overview and Scrutiny Committees for comment with the outcome reported back to the Executive at a special meeting on 26 June 2006.

Reasons for Decision

The action taken by the Finance and Performance Portfolio Holder to revise the text of the Best Value Performance Plan having regard to the observations of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees was agreed. The Finance and Performance Portfolio Holder, in conjunction with relevant Officers, will review the performance indicator information so that it cross references with the service standard information in the Performance Plan text.

The Performance Indicator information has been referred for consideration by the Overview and Scrutiny Committees.  Their observations will be reported back to the Executive on 26 June 2006.

EX.099/06
LATE NIGHT SHOPPING (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Leader - Carlisle Renaissance

Subject Matter

The Director of Carlisle Renaissance submitted Report CE.13/06 concerning an initial proposal, supported by the City Centre Management Group and the Commercial Affinity Group, to introduce late night shopping until 7pm on a Thursday with effect from 1 June 2006.  There was also support, from the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee and a number of retailers and other City Centre occupiers, to see this extended to 9pm and on other evenings, subject to demand.

In partnership with the City Centre Management Group and Commercial Affinity Group, the following actions were recommended:-

- Marketing, to include newspaper, radio and outdoor advertising, flyers distributed to City Centre businesses, an article in Carlisle Focus and other public relations activity for a period of up to six to eight weeks;

- Animation, through a programme of entertainment events in the City Centre for a period of up to six to eight weeks;

- Access, through free parking in all City Council car parks in the City Centre from 5pm for a period of up to six to eight weeks, with reduced price parking in The Lanes.  Other private operators will also be encouraged to participate;

- Complimentary activities through an extension of opening hours for the Tourism Information Centre, additional street cleaning, etc.

In order to commence detailed planning to support the range of activities set out above, prior to approval by the Executive, a provisional budget of £15,000 has been set aside within the base budget for Carlisle Renaissance. It was recommended that City Council funding for the support of late night shopping be met from within the unallocated portion of the Government's Local Authority Business Growth Initiative allocation for 2005/06 which it had been agreed should be spent on economic development initiatives.

The effectiveness of the City Council’s support will be measured in two ways: -

- Footfall figures provided by The Lanes;

- Spend performance from retail members of the City Centre Management Group and Commercial Affinity Group;

This information would be reported to Overview and Scrutiny.  Consideration would also be given to securing qualitative information on effectiveness, particularly from Hotels, other non-retail venues and the general public.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the Executive supports the introduction of Late Night Shopping in the City Centre and the sum of £15,000 from the Local Authority Business Growth Initiative funding be awarded to support this initiative.

Reasons for Decision

The introduction of Late Night Shopping is one of the initiatives identified by the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee in their Review of the Evening and Night Time Economy.  The allocation of £15,000 funding will enable the scheme to progress.

PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED – That, in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Paragraph number (as indicated in each minute) of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.

EX.100/06
LAND AND PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Non-Key Decision)

(Public and press excluded by virtue of Paragraphs 2 and 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972)

Portfolio
Finance and Performance

Subject Matter

The Director of Development Services submitted Report DS.27/06 updating the Executive on negotiations over a site partly in the City Council's ownership at Wakefield Road/Lowry Hill and previously allocated in the Local Plan for industrial use as part of the Kingstown Industrial Estate and which was now allocated in the Local Plan for residential use.  As such, the land was now outside of the Kingstown Industrial Estate and matters relating to its disposal should be dealt with on the basis of its Local Plan allocation.  The matter had been the subject of a report to the Executive on 20 March 2006 when it had been agreed that the Council, as landlord, would accept a surrender of the existing leases and grant one new one for a period of 299 years with a wide user clause permitting residential development.

Unfortunately, it had not been possible to proceed on the negotiated basis once the detailed legal and financial issues had been fully considered in respect of the Council's position.

The report identified two further options for the Executive to consider:-

(a)  accept a capital receipt for the land;

(b)  do nothing and continue to collect the rental income;

The Director of Development Services considered that a capital receipt in the form of a premium lease would provide the Council with best consideration and would be justifiable in policy terms given the Local Plan allocation of the land for housing as opposed to industrial purposes.

Summary of options rejected

Do nothing and continue to collect the rental income.

DECISION

That it be agreed to accept a capital receipt by way of a premium lease and dispose of the land on the terms outlined at Paragraph 1.21 of Report DS.27/06.

Reasons for Decision

Accepting a capital receipt for the land by way of disposal on a premium lease will provide the Council with best consideration.

EX.101/06
DISPOSAL OF LAND AT BORROWDALE ROAD, CARLISLE (Non-Key Decision)

(Public and press excluded by virtue of Paragraphs 2 and 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972)

Portfolio
Finance and Performance

Subject Matter

The Director of Development Services submitted Report DS.26/06 seeking consent to dispose of land to the rear of 35 Borrowdale Road, Carlisle on a freehold basis.  The land had been rented under licence since 1990 and used as a private garden.

The Director was of the opinion that the terms represented the best consideration that could reasonably be obtained and that it was in the Council's interest to dispose of the land.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the land to the rear of 35 Borrowdale Road, Carlisle be sold on a freehold basis on terms agreed by the Director of Development Services.

Reasons for Decision

The Executive agreed to dispose of the land on the terms agreed by the Director of Development Services.

(The meeting ended at 12.25pm)

