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Report of:-
HEAD OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION SERVICES
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Summary:-  

This report was listed for hearing by the Licensing & Regulatory Panel on Wednesday 24th November 2004,however due to administrative issues it was adjourned until today.

Peter Jackson has been a Licensed Hackney Carriage Driver since October 2003.  He has notified the Council of a recent conviction for common assault.

Recommendation:- 

To reach a decision from the options available, after hearing the evidence and the response from Mr Jackson in accordance with Section 61 (1) (a) (i) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.

J A Messenger

Licensing Manager

Note: in compliance with section 100d of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 the report has been prepared in part from the following papers:- Disclosure from Mr Jackson & Cumbria Constabulary. Assault notification from DSA examiner and Mr Jackson’s letter of complaint to the DSA

To the Chairman & Members of the Licensing & Regulatory Panel 4th January 2005
NAME
Peter Jackson

DATE OF BIRTH
28/04/55

ADDRESS 
49 Farlam Drive, Carlisle

RECENT CONVICTIONS

17/03/99
Threatening Behaviour
Police Caution

30/09/04
Common Assault
150 hours Community Punishment Order, £200 
costs and £250 compensation

LICENSING HISTORY

Mr Jackson was first granted a Hackney Carriage drivers licence on the 24th October 2003. This licence was granted together with a warning letter (Appendix 1) which referred to his conviction for threatening behaviour in 1999, a complaint the Council had received from the Driving Standard Agency about his abusive and aggressive attitude towards one of their examiners and a number of historic convictions.

The main substance of the complaint from the DSA was that during Mr Jackson’s driving test the examiner noticed that a brake warning light was illuminated on the vehicle’s dashboard and he therefore terminated the test at the first safe opportunity. At this point Mr Jackson came out with a tirade of foul and abusive language and told the examiner to f**k off out of his car and to walk back. As the examiner was exiting the car Mr Jackson was revving the engine and he just got out as Mr Jackson sped off. (Appendix 2).

Mr Jackson disputed the examiner’s version of events and wrote to the Driving Standards Agency (Appendix 3). He claimed that the light was permanently illuminated but that a garage had confirmed that the brakes were satisfactory. The examiner stopped he test after 5 minutes for “safety reasons” but wouldn’t comment further.

Mr Jackson eventually passed his DSA test 6 months later with no further incident and the DSA were contacted before his licence was issued.

BACKGROUND TO LATEST CONVICTION

On the 30th September 2004 Mr Jackson was convicted of an offence of common assault. He was sentenced to a 150 hour Community Punishment Order, court costs of £200 and  £150 compensation to be paid to the victim.

The offence related to an assault by Mr Jackson on a football referee after a game in which the team he managed was taking part.

LEGISLATION

Section 61 (1) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, states that 

a District Council may suspend or revoke a Hackney Carriage Drivers Licence on a number of grounds.  

Section 61 (1) (a) (i)  gives the ground of  the driver ‘being convicted of an offence involving dishonesty, indecency or violence”.  (Appendix 4).  

Department of Transport Circular 2/92 and Home Office Circular 13/92 give guidance on the disclosure of criminal records. This has been adopted by the Council as policy for the guidance of the Panel.  Annex D gives guidance on the relevance of convictions based on the criteria used by the Metropolitan police. Member’s attention is drawn to Section 3 (f)  “Violence” (Appendix 5).

It is recommended that after hearing the evidence and any representations from Mr Jackson, members reach a decision in line with the options available.

OPTIONS

1. To issue him with a letter of warning.

2. To suspend his Hackney Carriage drivers licence for a period of time.

3. To revoke his Hackney Carriage drivers licence.

Prepared by F Watson





