
 
 
 

 Report to Regulatory Panel  Agenda 

Item: 

 

A.1 
  

 

Meeting Date: 
1st July 2015 

Portfolio: Finance, Governance and Resources 

Key Decision: Not Applicable: 

Within Policy and 

Budget Framework 

 

NO 

Public / Private Public 

 

Title: APPLICATION TO LICENCE A 6 YEAR OLD WHEELCHAIR 

ACCESSIBLE HACKNEY CARRIAGE 

Report of: Director of Governance 

Report Number: GD 41/15 

 

 

Purpose / Summary: 

An application has been received from Mr W Young, to licence a 6 year old Hackney 

Carriage. As the current policy is for vehicles to be no more than 3 years old on initial 

licensing, this application does not comply with the policy.   

 

Recommendations: 

Members are requested to consider the application and reach a decision from the options 

outlined on page 3 of this report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tracking 

Executive:  

Overview and Scrutiny:  

Council:  

 



 
 
 

CITY OF CARLISLE 

 

To: The Chairman and Members of the Regulatory Panel 1st July 2015 

 

1. APPLICATION 

1.1 An application has been received from Wayne Young to licence a 6 year old 

Peugeot Expert wheelchair accessible vehicle as a Hackney Carriage. The 

current Council application criteria states that Hackney Carriages must be under 

3 year old on initial licensing. Appendix 1 
 

1.2 Mr Young is currently the holder of a private hire driver’s licence and a private 

hire vehicle licence. He has also previously licensed two wheelchair accessible 

Hackney Carriages and on both occasions the vehicles were less than 3 year 

old on initial licensing. 
 

2. HISTORY 

2.1 In 2007 the Council amended its taxi policy to incorporate age limits upon 

purpose built wheelchair accessible vehicles (WAVs) for the first time. This was 

as a result of a request from the local Taxi Association for the Council to stop 

issuing any additional Hackney Carriage licences. 
 

2.2 Following negotiations between Licensing Staff and the Taxi Association, a 

report was put before the members recommending that the Council stop issuing 

any more licences for “saloon type” taxis but to continue issuing additional 

licences for WAVs. 
 

2.3 As an age policy for the WAVs was being introduced, all taxi owners were asked 

for their preferred maximum vehicle age limit on initial licensing. Of those who 

replied 41% wanted 1 year; 22% wanted 3 year; 9% wanted 5 year and 16% 

wanted no minimum age policy. 12% had no opinion. The Taxi Association was 

also consulted and their preferred option was initially for 1 year, but after 

discussion with licensing staff this was changed to 3 years. 
  

3 THE APPLICATION 

3.1 Mr Young is applying to license this 6 year old vehicle as a Hackney Carriage. 

As already mentioned above, this does not comply with the Council’s maximum 

3 year policy on initial licensing. The vehicle could however be licensed as a 

private hire vehicle with some slight modifications, eg removal of the TAXI pod 

on the roof. The Council’s policy for the maximum age of a private hire vehicle is 

that it must be less than 8 year old  on initial licensing therefore this  vehicle 

meets the criteria. Mr Young already holds a private hire driver’s licence and 

currently works for a private hire operator.  

   



4 CARLISLE TAXI ASSOCIATION 

4.1 Carlisle Taxi Association has been consulted on this application and their  

views have not changed since a similar application was heard by the Regulatory 

Panel on the 21st January 2015. A copy of their response is attached as  

Appendix 2.   Briefly they agree with the retention of the current 3 year policy 

for new applications, but have sympathy with existing older drivers who need to 

renew their vehicle shortly before retirement. As with any policy it must be 

flexible and if a current driver appeared before the members and could put 

forward a convincing reason to license an older taxi, the members could 

consider the application and deviate from their policy. 

5 RADIO TAXIS 

5.1 Radio Taxis is one of the larger taxi operators in the City and are aware of the 

application being made by Mr Young. They will be attending the Regulatory 

Panel and Mr Stuart Davidson, the owner of the company, has requested that 

he be allowed to speak at the meeting. Appendix 3 

6 LEGISLATION 

6.1 The powers to attach conditions to Hackney Carriages are contained in The  

Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976. Section 47 (1) allows a 

Council to attach such conditions as they may consider “Reasonably 

Necessary”.  Appendix 4 

7 OPTIONS 

7.1 To refuse the application.  

7.2 To deviate from the current 3 year policy and grant a Hackney Carriage  

licence to this vehicle. 

Appendices 

attached to report: 

1          Application from Mr Young 

2          Letter from Carlisle Taxi Association 

3          Email from Radio Taxis – Stuart Davidson 

4          Legislation 

Note: in compliance with section 100d of the Local Government (Access to 

Information) Act 1985 the report has been prepared in part from the following papers: 

Contact Officer: Barry Sharrock Ext:  7027 



CORPORATE IMPLICATIONS/RISKS: 

Chief Executive’s – N/A 

Community Engagement – N/A 

Economic Development – N/A 

Governance – N/A 

Local Environment – N/A 

Resources – N/A 
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