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Summary:-  

This report was listed for hearing by the Licensing & Regulatory Panel on Wednesday 24th November 2004,however due to administrative issues it was adjourned until today.

Alan Stevenson has been a Licensed Hackney Carriage Driver since 1996.  He has notified the Council of a recent conviction for speeding whilst carrying passengers.

Recommendation:- 

To reach a decision from the options available, after hearing the evidence and the response from Mr Stevenson in accordance with Section 61 (1) (a) (i) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.

J A Messenger

Licensing Manager

Environmental Protection Services

Note: in compliance with section 100d of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 the report has been prepared in part from the following papers:- Disclosure from Mr Stevenson.

To the Chairman & Members of the Licensing & Regulatory Panel 4th January 2005
NAME
Alan Stevenson

DATE OF BIRTH
19/07/1962

ADDRESS 
101 Stonegarth, Carlisle.

LICENSING HISTORY

Carlisle City Council has licensed Mr Stevenson as a Private Hire and Hackney Carriage driver since 1996.

A copy of Mr Stevenson’s Driving Licence is attached and it is noted that he was convicted of a speeding offence in May 2001 when he was fined £110 and was given 4 Penalty Points.   These points have now expired. (Appendix A)

BACKGROUND

On 8th November 2004 Mr Stevenson disclosed to the Licensing Office that he had been issued with a fixed penalty ticket for a speeding offence which occurred during the early hours of the morning on London Road Carlisle on 7th November 2004.   At the time of the offence he was carrying passengers (Appendix B).

LEGISLATION

Section 61 (1) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, states that 

a District Council may suspend or revoke a Hackney Carriage Drivers Licence on a number of grounds.  

Section 61 (1)(b) gives the ground of  ‘for any other reasonable cause’  (Appendix C).

Department of Transport Circular 2/92 and Home Office Circular 13/92 give guidance on the disclosure of criminal records. This has been adopted by the Council as policy for the guidance of the Panel.  Annex D gives guidance on the relevance of convictions based on the criteria used by the Metropolitan police. Member’s attention is drawn to Section 3 (a)  Minor Traffic Offences (Appendix D).

It is recommended that after hearing the evidence and any representations from Mr Stevenson, members reach a decision in line with the options available.

OPTIONS

1. To issue him with a letter of warning.

2. To suspend his Hackney Carriage drivers licence for a period of time.

3. To revoke his Hackney Carriage drivers licence.

4. To require Mr Stevenson to undertake and pass the DSA ‘Taxi’ driving test.
Prepared by  F Watson






