STANDARDS COMMITTEE

TUESDAY 8 JULY 2003 AT 2.00 PM

PRESENT:
Councillors Dodd, Farmer, Im Thurn, Mallinson (J) and 


Mrs Styth (as substitute for Councillor Hendry)


Mr Fraser

ST.1/03
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Councillor Mallinson was elected as Chairman of the Standards Committee for the ensuing municipal year.  

Councillor Mallinson thereupon took the Chair.

ST.2/03
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Hendry, Councillor Wilkinson and Councillor Holland.

ST.3/03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

ST.4/03
SECTION 66 REGULATIONS – DETERMINATION OF


ALLEGATIONS OF MISCONDUCT BY THE STANDARDS


COMMITTEE

The Head of Legal and Democratic Services reported (LDS.39/03) on the provisions of the new Section 66 Regulations which sets out how the Standards Committee should deal with any complaints of misconduct referred to it by the Ethical Standards Officers. He summarised the main provisions of the Regulations which had taken effect as from 30 June 2003.   

The Head of Legal and Democratic Services added that a further set of regulations were anticipated later in the year once the Local Government Bill was in force, which would enable an allegation to be referred to the Monitoring Officer for investigation, who would then report accordingly to the Standards Committee. He informed Members that it was important for the Authority to have a procedure for dealing with any allegations   in place so that it would be clear to all parties as to how any matters referred  would be dealt with.  He added that the Standards Board were expected to issue guidance on those procedures shortly and he would report further on the matter once that guidance had been received.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Report be noted and the Head of Legal and Democratic Services report further on a procedure for determining referred complaints once guidance from the Standards Board for England has been received.

(2) That the Head of Legal and Democratic Services circulate a copy of 

Report LDS.39/03 to all Members of the City Council, and the Chairs /Clerks of all Parish Councils within the City Council’s area for their information.

ST.5/03
APPOINTMENT OF AN INDEPENDENT MEMBER TO SERVE



ON THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE

The Head of Legal and Democratic Services reported that the composition of the City Council Standards Committee is 5 City Councillors, 2 Independent Members and 1 Parish Council Representative.  He informed Members that the Independent Members were Mr A Fraser and Mr J Burnett.   He                                                          added that Mr J Burnett had indicated that he was no longer able to carry out the role and the Council therefore needed to appoint a further Independent Member to serve on the Standards Committee.

The Head of Legal and Democratic Services informed Members that he had placed an advertisement in the local press to seek expressions of interest and had circulated a copy of the advert to all Members of the City Council,  but there had been no response.  He added that it would be necessary for the City Council to make the appointment to the Standards Committee and the next meeting of the City Council which could consider the matter would be the 9 September 2003.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Head of Legal and Democratic Services arrange to place a further advert in the local press to seek expressions of interest to serve as the Independent Member on the City Council’s Standards Committee, and circulate copies of the advert to Political Groups, Voluntary Organisations, Clerks to Parish Councils, Community Centres.

(2)
The Head of Legal and Democratic Services to also approach those Members who had been submitted as part of the original list of nominations of Independent Members, together with any other names suggested.

(The meeting ended at 2.30 pm)
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