CITY COUNCIL
TUESDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 2009 AT 6.45 PM
PRESENT:

The Mayor (Councillor Graham), Councillors Allison, Atkinson, Bainbridge, Bell, Bloxham, Boaden, Mrs Bowman, Mrs Bradley, Cape, Mrs Clarke, Clarke (M), Collier, Earp, Ellis, Farmer (C), Mrs Farmer, Farmer (P), Mrs Geddes, Mrs Glendinning, Glover, Harid, Knapton, Layden, Lishman, Mrs Luckley, Mallinson (J), McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Ms Patrick,


Ms Quilter, Mrs Riddle, Mrs Robson, Mrs Rutherford, Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Tweedie, Mrs Vasey, Mrs Warwick, Watson, Weber, Weedall and Wilson.
C.125/09
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Devlin, Hendry, 

Mrs Mallinson and Tootle.

C.126/09
MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 14 July 2009 were signed by the Mayor as a true record of the meeting.
C.127/09
PUBLIC AND PRESS
It was agreed that the agenda be as circulated subject to the inclusion of changes to Labour Group Committee nominations being dealt with as part of the agenda item on Communications.

C.128//09
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest relating to any item of business on the agenda.

C.129/09
ANNOUNCEMENTS
(a)     The Mayor
The Mayor reported the death on the 6 September 2009 of former Councillor Aldersey who was a Member of the City Council during the period 1983-2007 and was Mayor of the City in 2004-05.  The Council stood for a minute silence as a mark of respect to his memory.

Councillors Farmer, Mitchelson and Boaden paid tribute to the work and memory of former Councillor Aldersey.  

(b)
Leader of the Council
The Leader announced that the meeting of the Executive scheduled to take place on 28 September would be re-arranged and would now take place on Friday 2 October 2009.  The Leader also announced that arrangements would be made for a special meeting of the Executive to be held on the 16 October and that arrangements were also being made for an informal briefing for Councillors to be held on the 8 October to receive a presentation on proposals for the Sands Centre.
(c)
Members of the Executive
There were no announcements from Members of the Executive.

(d)
Town Clerk and Chief Executive
There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.
C.130/09
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
(i)
City Centre Conservation Area Boundary – Rickergate
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1, the Deputy Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of a question submitted by Mr Templeton.  Mr Templeton asked the following question :


“We note in the Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting for 27 July 2009 (EX.152/09 City Centre Conservation Area Boundary Review) that Members commented that the Council should bear in mind that changes to the boundary should not present an obstacle to the economic activity within the City Centre.  Is this indicative of the Council’s stance regarding conservation and ultimately does this mean that Rickergate will not be allowed to be an obstacle to the economic activity within the City Centre”?    

The Portfolio Holder for Environment and Infrastructure responded that no decision had yet been taken on the City Centre Conservation Area Boundary but that an item would be considered at the forthcoming meeting of the Executive.  He added that the new Conservation Area would be subject of detailed appraisal and he reminded Members of the guidance in PPG.15 with regard to conservation areas and Policy LP20 which would enable the conservation area to be preserved and enhanced but would not prevent economic activity within the area.

The Portfolio Holder added that the Planning Authority would take account of such guidance in preserving and enhancing the appearance of the area when it was determining planning applications, and if Rickergate was included in the Conservation Area planning policy would allow the authority to preserve and enhance the appearance of the area whilst allowing the area to remain active.

In accordance with Procedure Rule 10.1, Mr Templeton asked a supplementary question as to whether Rickergate was now classed as part of the City Centre.

The Portfolio for Environment and Infrastructure reiterated that the City Centre Conservation Area Boundary Review was still out to consultation and once the consultation responses had been collated they would be evaluated by the Executive.  He noted that the Save our Streets Group had already submitted suggestions as part of that Review. He added that if Rickergate was included within the new City Centre Conservation Area Boundary then the Planning Authority would take action to preserve and enhance the area but would not stop economic activity.  Should any buildings then be demolished in the area the replacement buildings would need to enhance the Conservation Area.  The Council would need to confirm the boundaries of the Conservation Area and once agreed the Planning Authority would work within the guidance in PPG15 and LP20.
(ii)
Presentation of Petitions and Deputations
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.11, the Deputy Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no petitions or deputations had been submitted by members of the public.

(iii)
Questions from Members of the Council
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice by Members of the Council.

C.131/09
EXECUTIVE

Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Mallinson (J) seconded the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 9 and 27 July and 

1 September 2009.

Members of the City Council questioned the Leader and Portfolio Holders on those Minutes.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 

9 and 27 July and 1 September 2009 be received and adopted.

(2)
That pursuant to Minute EX.161/09, the Portfolio Holder for Environment and Infrastructure provide a written reply to the question by Councillor Bell with regard to the Play Area Programme and the additional locations where play equipment was to be provided.
(3)
That pursuant to Minute EX.153/09, the Portfolio Holder for Economy provide a written answer to the question raised by Councillor Mrs Rutherford with regard to the Caldew Riverside Remediation Funding Application.
C.132/09
PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS
Copies of reports from the following Portfolio Holders had been circulated prior to the meeting :

Performance and Development

Finance

Economy

Promoting Carlisle

Health and Community Development

Environment and Infrastructure

Culture and Community Services

Members questioned individual Portfolio Holders on details of their reports and it was –

RESOLVED – (1)
That the reports of the Portfolio Holders be received.

(2)
That the Portfolio Holder for Environment and Infrastructure arrange for information to be circulated to all Belah Ward Councillors with regards to the infrastructure works at Kingstown.
C.133/09
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY PANEL MEETINGS AND



CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
(a)
Community Overview & Scrutiny Panel
Councillor Mrs Clarke moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 6 and 9 July 2009 be received and adopted.

Councillor Mrs Clarke also presented her Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 6 and 9 July 2009 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(b)
Resources Overview & Scrutiny Panel
Councillor Allison moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Resources Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 6 and 16 July and 6 August 2009 be received and adopted.
Councillor Allison also presented his Chairman’s Report.
RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Resources Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 6 and 16 July and 6 August 2009 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(c)
Environment and Economy Overview and Scrutiny Panel
Councillor Mrs Rutherford moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Economy Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 6 and 23 July 2009 be received and adopted.

Councillor Mrs Rutherford also presented her Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Environment and Economy Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 6 and 23 July 2009 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

C.134/09
REGULATORY PANEL
Councillor Morton moved and Councillor Mrs Parsons seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 

3 July and 5 August 2009.
RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 3 July and 5 August 2009 be received and adopted.

C.135/09
LICENSING COMMITTEE
Councillor Morton moved and Councillor Mrs Parsons seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Committee held on 5 August 2009.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Committee held on 5 August 2009 be received and adopted.

C.136/09
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Parsons moved and Councillor Morton seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 8 and 10 July 2009.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 8 and 10 July 2009 be received and adopted.

C.137/09
AUDIT COMMITTEE

Councillor Layden moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Audit Committee held on 22 June 2009 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Audit Committee held on 22 June 2009 be received and adopted.

C.138/09
EMPLOYMENT PANEL

Councillor Mallinson (J) moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Employment Panel held on 9 July and 25 August 2009.

Members questioned the Chairman on the numbers of issues within those Minutes.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Employment Panel held on 9 July and 25 August 2009 be received and adopted.

(2)
That the Chairman provide a written answer to the questions raised by Councillor Boaden in respect of Members engagement in Focus Groups which were being established as part of the Transformation Programme.

C.139/09
STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Councillor Stevenson moved and Councillor Farmer (P) seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 30 July 2009.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 30 July 2009 be received and adopted.

C.140/09
APPEALS PANEL

Councillor Weedall moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Appeals Panel held on 7 July 2009 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Appeals Panel held on 7 July 2009 be received and adopted.

C.141/09
NOTICE OF MOTION

(i)
High Speed Rail Link London – Scotland

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Deputy Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following motion submitted on notice by Councillor Stevenson:


“The Council welcomes the possibilities of a high speed rail link between London and Scotland.


However, the Council is extremely concerned that the rail link will not include a stopping point at Carlisle.  This would have serious effects on the local economy, not just of Carlisle, but also Cumbria and South West Scotland.


The Council therefore instructs the Executive to pursue all avenues to ensure that Carlisle is part of any high speed rail link.”

Councillor Bainbridge seconded the motion.  
Following discussion on the motion it was:

RESOLVED – That the motion of Councillor Stevenson as set out above be agreed.

(ii)
News Coverage – Carlisle and Region

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Deputy Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following motion submitted on notice by Councillor Stevenson:


“The loss of Border Television was a major blow to news coverage within Carlisle and our region.


The recent Carter Report on the future of television has given some hope for local news coverage.  Included in the report was the opportunity for there to be pilot schemes in three areas of the Country.


This Council therefore supports the campaign for a TV Pilot for Cumbria and Southern Scotland.  
The Council calls on the Executive to give whatever support it can to the campaign for a Pilot Scheme in our region which, if successful, could bring back this local news service to our region in the future.”

The motion was seconded by Councillor Bainbridge.

Following discussion it was:

RESOLVED – That the motion of Councillor Stevenson as set out above be agreed.

C.142/09
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION TO THE 



COUNCIL’S BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK
(i)
EX.169/09 Draft Medium Term Financial Plan (incorporating Corporate Charging Policy) 2010/11 – 2014/15

Pursuant to Minute EX.169/09 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive regarding the draft Medium Term Financial Plan (incorporating the Corporate Charging Policy) 2010/11 – 2014/15.  A copy of Report CORP.35/09 (amended) and relevant Minute Extracts had been circulated.  
Councillor Mallinson (J) moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the recommendation that the draft Medium Term Financial Plan (incorporating the Corporate Charging Policy) 2010/11 to 2014/15 be approved.

RESOLVED – That the draft Medium Term Financial Plan (incorporating the Corporate Charging Policy) 2010/11 to 2014/15 as set out in Report CORP.35/09 (amended) be approved.

(ii)
EX.170/09 Draft Capital Strategy 2010/11 – 2014/15

Pursuant to Minute EX.170/09 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive regarding the draft Capital Strategy for 2010/11 – 2014/15.  A copy of Report CORP.36/09 (amended) and relevant Minute Extracts had been circulated.  
Councillor Mallinson (J) moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the recommendation that the draft Capital Strategy be approved.
RESOLVED – That the draft Capital Strategy 2010/11 to 2014/15 as attached to Report CORP.36/09 (amended) be approved.

(iii)
EX.171/09 Draft Asset Management Plan

Pursuant to Minute EX.171/09 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the draft Asset Management Plan be adopted.  A copy of Report DS.75/09 and relevant Minute Extracts had been circulated.  Councillor Mallinson (J) moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the above recommendation.

RESOLVED – That the draft Asset Management Plan as attached to Report DS.75/09 be approved and adopted.

C.143/09
REFERENCES FROM OTHER COMMITTEES

Licensing Committee

Pursuant to Minute LC.19/09 Councillor Morton moved the recommendation from the Licensing Committee that in accordance with the legislative reform (Minor Variations to Premises Licences and Club Premises Certificates) Order 2009 the following amendments should be adopted:

(i)
That the Constitution be amended to read


“An application for a Minor Variation should, where relevant representations were received, be dealt with at Officer level.”

(ii)
That the Statement of Licensing Policy be amended to read:


“Application to vary Premises Licences/Club Premises Certificate by way of minor variation procedures to be dealt with by Officers.

Councillor Mrs Parsons seconded the above recommendation.

RESOLVED – That the changes to the Constitution and the Statement of Licensing Policy as set out above be agreed.

C.144/09
MIDGEHOLME PARISH GOVERNANCE

Pursuant to Minute EX.187/09 consideration was given to a report of the Director of Legal and Democratic Services regarding proposals to dissolve Midgeholme Parish Council and move to governance through a Parish meeting.  The report set out for Members the statutory guidance issued by the Department for Communities in Local Government on undertaking Parish reviews and added that the factors which needed to be taken into account should include the impact of governance arrangements on community cohesion, size, population and boundaries of the Parish.  In that respect Midgeholme would no longer meet the criteria to have its own Parish Council if it were being created under those new statutory provisions.

Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Mallinson (J) seconded and it was:

RESOLVED – That an Order be made under Section 10 of the Local Government Act 1972 to dissolve Midgeholme Parish Council and transfer all assets of the Parish Council to the Parish meeting.

C.145/09
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY PROCEDURE RULES CALL-
IN AND URGENCY
Pursuant to the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rule 15(1) consideration was given to a report of the Director of Legal and Democratic Services (LDS.77/09) on procedures in respect of occasions where decisions taken by the Executive are urgent.

RESOLVED – That the Report be noted.

C.146/09
COMMUNICATIONS

(i)
Committee Nominations

Councillor Boaden sought the agreement of the Council to the following changes of Labour Group representation on Committees:


Development Control Committee


That Councillor D Cape replace Councillor Mrs Glendinning as a Member on the Development Control Committee and that Councillor Mrs Warwick become a substitute Member on that Committee.


Resources Overview and Scrutiny Panel


Councillor Mrs Styth replace Councillor Mrs Glendinning as a Member on the Panel.


Environment and Economy Overview and Scrutiny Panel


That Councillor R Watson replace Councillor Mrs Glendinning as a Member on the Panel.

RESOLVED – That the changes to Labour Group Membership on the above Committees and Panels be noted and agreed.

C.146/09
PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED - That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the Public and Press were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the Paragraph Number (as indicated in brackets against each Minute) of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Local Government Act.  

C.147/09
STANDARDS COMMITTEE – INDEPENDENT MEMBER


(Public and Press excluded by virtue of Paragraph 1)
Pursuant to Minute ST.6/09 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Standards Committee regarding the recruitment of an Independent Member to serve on the City Council’s Standards Committee.  A copy of report LDS.76/09 and Minute Extracts had been circulated.
It was moved by Councillor Stevenson seconded by Councillor Farmer and
RESOLVED -  That the City Council agree to the appointment of Dr P Tiplady as an Independent Member of the Committee for a four year term of office as from 18 September 2009.

C.148/09
BRAMPTON BUSINESS CENTRE AND TELECENTRE SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE


(Public and Press excluded by virtue of Paragraphs 2 and 3)
Pursuant to Minute EX.188/09 consideration was given to a reference from the Executive that the City Council approve a supplementary estimate in respect of the closure of the Brampton Business Centre and Telecentre.
Councillor Mrs Bowman moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded a recommendation that a supplementary estimate of £150,000 be agreed to meet the cost of back rent and redundancy costs associated with the closure of the Brampton Business Centre in April 2009.

A copy of report DS.69A/09 and Minute Extracts had been circulated.

RESOLVED – That a supplementary estimate of £150,000 be agreed to meet the cost of back rent and redundancy costs associated with the closure of the Brampton Business Centre in April 2009.

(The meeting ended at 9.17 pm)

