CITY COUNCIL (SPECIAL) MEETING

THURSDAY 26 JUNE 2008 AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT:

The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Geddes), Councillors Allison, Bainbridge, Bell, Bloxham, Boaden, Mrs Bowman, Mrs Bradley,


Cape, Mrs Clarke, Clarke(M), Collier, Devlin, Earp, Mrs Farmer, Farmer (P), Mrs Fisher, Mrs Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Harid, Knapton, Layden, Lishman, Mrs Luckley, Mrs Mallinson, Mallinson (J), McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons,       Ms Patrick, Mrs Riddle, Mrs Robson, Mrs Rutherford,             Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Tootle,         Mrs Vasey, Mrs Warwick, Watson, Weber, Weedall and Wilson.

C.102/08
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Atkinson, Hendry, Hunter, Quilter, Scarborough and Tweedie.

C.103/08
MINUTE SILENCE

The Council stood in a minute silence as a mark of respect and in memory of the two soldiers Private David Murray and Captain Sally Bryant who had been killed in Afghanistan.

C.104/08
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

C.105/08
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(i)
The Mayor
There were no announcements from the Mayor.

(ii) The Leader
There were no announcements from the Leader.

(iii) The Executive
There were no announcements from other Members of the Executive.

(iv) Town Clerk and Chief Executive
There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

C.106/08
CHAIR – COMMUNITY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Pursuant to discussions at the Carousel of Meetings held on Monday 19 May and in accordance with Procedure Rule 7.3, the Council were asked to appoint a Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community for the municipal year 2008/09.

It was moved by Councillor Boaden and seconded by Councillor McDevitt that Councillor Hendry be appointed as Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community for the municipal year 2008/09.

It was moved by Councillor Allison and seconded by Councillor Mrs Mallinson that Councillor Farmer (P) be appointed Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community for the municipal year 2008/09.

Following voting thereon, it was

RESOLVED – That Councillor Farmer (P) be appointed as Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community for the municipal year 2008/09.

C.107/08
APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES

(a) Recalculation of Seats

Consideration was given to a report of the Director of Legal and Democratic Services (LDS.47/08) regarding adjustments required to the allocation of seats on Committees and Panels following the 2 by-elections in Upperby on the 12 June 2008.  The report advised Members that following the elections a recalculation had become necessary and the allocation of seats needed to reflect the fact that the Labour Group had now increased by 2 additional Members and the Council was now up to its fully elected compliment of 52 Members.  The report set out the revised entitlements of the groups to seats on the Committees and Panels following the recalculation.

Councillor Mitchelson moved the receipt of the report and that the Council note the changes to the allocation of seats as set out in the above report.

Councillors Mitchelson, Boaden and Allison moved the nominations from their groups as to membership of Committees.

RESOLVED –  (1) The Council note and approve the changes to the allocation of seats as set out in Report LDS.47/08.

(2)  That the Conservative Group’s membership of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee be amended by the change of Councillor Bainbridge from a Member to a substitute Member and the deletion of Councillor Mrs Fisher as a substitute Member.

(3)  That the Conservative Group Membership of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee be amended by the change of Councillor Clarke (M) from a Member to a substitute Member and the deletion of Councillor Mrs Robson as a substitute Member.

(4)  That the Conservative Group Membership of the Appeals Panel 1, be amended by Councillor Lishman being changed from a substitute Member of the Panel to a full Member and Councillors Mrs Robson and Knapton being appointed as substitute Members of the Panel.

(5)  That the Labour Group Membership of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee be amended by Councillor Hendry being appointed as a full Member of the Committee and his place as a substitute Member being taken by Councillor Cape.

(6)  That the Labour Group Membership of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee be amended by Councillor Styth being appointed as a full Member of the Committee and her place as a substitute Member being taken by Councillor McDevitt.

(7)  That the Liberal Democrat Group membership of the Appeals Panel 1 be amended by the deletion of Councillors Tootle and his substitute Councillor Allison.

(b) Development Control Committee
Pursuant to the appointments to Committees agreed at the Annual Meeting of the City Council, the Liberal Democrat Group submitted a notice of a change to their Group’s representation on the Development Control Committee.

RESOLVED – That Councillor Mrs Luckley be deleted as a full Member of the Development Control Committee and replaced by Councillor Mrs Farmer.

That Councillor Mrs Farmer be deleted as a substitute Member of the Development Control Committee and replaced by Councillor Mrs Luckley.

C.108/08
NOTICE OF MOTION

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12, the Director of Legal and Democratic Services reported that no Notice of Motion had been submitted.

C.109/08
MINIMUM REVENUE PROVISION STRATEGY 2008/09

Consideration was given to a report of the Director of Corporate Services (CORP.35/08) regarding the preparation of a Minimum Revenue Provision Strategy for 2008/09, together with recommendations regarding the treatment of unapplied capital receipts.  The report had been considered by the meeting of the Executive held on 23 June 2008 and a copy of minute extract from that meeting had also been circulated.

Councillor Mallinson moved and it was seconded and AGREED :

(1) That the Minimum Revenue Provision Strategy for 2008/09 relating to expenditure in 2007/08 be based upon Option 2 as discussed in paragraph 3.6 and Appendix A of Report CORP.35/08. 

(2)
That in 2008/09 the MRP budget be reduced through the transfer to the Capital Financing Account of the balance of unapplied capital receipts as at 31 March.

(3)
That it be noted that the longer term impact on the new Minimum Revenue Provision Strategy will be incorporated within the revisions to the Medium Term Financial Plan/Capital Strategy documents, which were being progressed.

C.110/08
2007/08 GENERAL FUND REVENUE OUTTURN

Consideration was given to a report of the Director of Corporate Services (CORP.31/08) which summarised the 2007/08 Provisional Outturn for General Fund Revenue Services.  The report also set out a level of carry forwards which the Senior Management Team had reviewed and reduced, so that the level of overspend after their inclusion was limited to circa £280,000 which equated to the shortfall in income from fees and charges for 2007/08.  The revised list of carry forwards which the Executive had recommended to Council was attached as an appendix to the report.  

The report had been considered by the Executive at its meeting on the 23 June 2008 and by the Audit Committee at its meeting on the 23 June 2008, and a copy of the minute excerpts from those meetings had also been circulated.

Councillor Mallinson moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded that :

(1) the Council notes the changed position with regard to the General Fund Revenue Outturn for 2007/08;

(2) that the Council agrees the carry forward requests of £647,800 as set out in Appendix 1 of Report CORP.31/08 which would result in an overspend of £275,178 in 2007/08 which was broadly in line with the reduced income received in 2007/08.  This amount to be met from reserves.

Members discussed the report in some detail and raised a number of questions with Members of the Executive.

Following voting thereon the motion of Councillor Mallinson as set out above was AGREED.

C.111/08
PROVISIONAL CAPITAL OUTTURN 2007/08 AND REVISED



CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2008/09
Consideration was given to a report from the Director of Corporate Services (CORP.32/08 and CORP.13/08) which summarised the 2007/08 Provisional Outturn for the Council’s Capital Programme and set out the revised Capital Programme for 2008/09.  The report had been considered at meetings of the Executive held on 29 May 2008 and the Audit Committee held on 23 June 2008, and a copy of minute excerpts from those meetings had been circulated.

Councillor Mallinson (J) moved, and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the following recommendations.

(1) The Council notes the net underspend as at 31 March 2008 at £2,179,783.

(2) That Council agrees the carry forward requests of £2,268,200 it being noted that this would result in an overspend position of £88,417.  This amount to be met from Capital Reserves.

(3) That Council agrees the revised Capital Programme for 2008/09 as detailed in Appendix B of Report CORP.13/08 and CORP.32/08.

RESOLVED – That the motion of Councillor Mallinson as set out above be AGREED

C.112/08
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Consideration was given to a report of the Director of Corporate Services (CORP.30/08) (amended) including the Council’s Statement of Accounts for 2007/08.  A further addendum to the report which had been prepared by the Director of Corporate Services was also circulated.  The addendum set out some amendments to the 2007/08 accounts, which had arisen following a Quality Review process.  Affixed to the addendum were a number of  amended pages from the Statement of Accounts, which included revised figures.

The Statement of Accounts had been considered at a meeting of the Executive on the 23 June and a meeting of the Audit Committee on the 23 June 2008 and a copy of minutes from those meetings had been circulated.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson moved and Councillor Allison seconded the recommendations from the Audit Committee that the 2007/08 Statement of Accounts as set out in Report CORP.30/08 and as amended by the addendum circulated by the Director of Corporate Services be endorsed. It was noted that the Statements would then be subject to audit.

RESOLVED – (1) That the 2007/08 Statement of Accounts as set out in Report CORP.30/08 (amended) and as amended by the addendum circulated by the Director of Corporate Services be endorsed. It was noted that the Statements would now be subject to audit.

(2) That the excerpts from the Minutes of the meeting of the Audit Committee and the Executive regarding the Council’s Statement of Accounts be noted.

C.113/08
DECISIONS TAKEN AS A MATTER OF URGENCY

Pursuant to Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rule 15(i), consideration was given to a report of the Director of Legal and Democratic Services (LDS.48/08) with regard to decisions which had been taken as urgent decisions and dealt with as a matter of urgency.

RESOLVED – That the report be noted.

C.114/08
COMMUNICATIONS

There were no communications which the Mayor wished to bring to the attention of the Council.

(The meeting ended at 7.40 pm)

