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Summary:-

As Members will be aware the City Council is to become a Standards Authority for “Major” applications in April 2006.  This report suggests that in order to save on unnecessary time delays in determining major applications, that site visits should be arranged immediately prior to the report being considered by the Committee.

Recommendation:-

It is recommended that site visits for major applications be undertaken on the Wednesday before the report is to be considered by the Development Control Committee.

A Eales
Head Of Planning Services

Contact Officer:
Alan Eales
Ext:
7170
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1.0
Introduction

1.1
The City Council is to become a Standards Authority from April 2006 in respect of major applications.  Standard Authorities are those authorities that are considered by the ODPM to be unable to meet the Best Value Indicators 109 a), b) and c) by 31 March 2007.

1.2
Members will recall that BV109 establishes target times for the determination of applications.

Application Type
Performance Standards Set

BV109 a) Major within 13 weeks
60%

BV109 b) Minor within 8 weeks
65%

BV109 c) Other within 8 weeks
80%

1.3
Between the 1 October 2004 and 30 June 2005, the City Council met the targets for BV109 b) “Minor” applications and BV109 c) “Other” applications.  However, it only managed to determine 35% of “Major” applications.

1.4
Over the last year to 18 months a number of improvements have been reported to the Development Control Committee.  These have included the introduction of new validation procedures and accompanying notes for different types of applications,  the amended Scheme of Delegation, the amended Right to Speak and the Development Team Approach.  Some of these are beginning to have effect and this should result in improvements to the Council’s performance in respect of major applications.

1.5
One other area of concern is that if the Development Control Committee quite correctly wish to undertake a site visit for a major application this immediately delays a decision by a further 6 weeks, or nearly half the time available for the Council to determine the application.  In order to eliminate this delay it is suggested that the Committee undertake a site visit before the application is actually considered at the Committee.  
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1.6 Last year the Council received 35 major applications which would mean that on average the Committee would have to undertake 4 or 5 site visits each cycle.  It is therefore suggested that site visits should only be undertaken where the application needs to be reported to the Development Control Committee, either because there are objections to the application or where Officers consider that the application is significant and should be Reported to the Development Control Committee. 

2.0
Recommendations

2.1
It is recommended that site visits for major applications be undertaken on the Wednesday before the report is to be considered by the Development Control Committee.

A Eales
Head Of Planning Services

Contact Officer:
Alan Eales
Ext:
7170
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