CITY COUNCIL

TUESDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 2004 AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Aldersey), Councillors Allison, Atkinson, Boaden, Mrs Bowman, Bowman (S), Mrs Bradley, Mrs Crookdake, Dodd, Earp, Mrs Farmer, Farmer (P), Firth, Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Mrs Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Guest, Hendry, Hodgson, Im Thurn, Jefferson, Joscelyne, Knapton, Mrs Mallinson, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Ms Patrick, Mrs Prest, Ms Quilter, Mrs Rutherford, Rutherford (K), Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stockdale, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Toole, Tootle, Warwick, Ms Watson, Weedall and Wilson

C.194/04
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bloxham, Collier, Watson (R) and Weber.

C.195/04
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meetings of the City Council held on 3 and 26 August 2004 were circulated.  

In relation to Minute C.184/04 of the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 26 August 2004 Councillor Boaden moved and Councillor Glover seconded that the Minute be corrected by “deletion of all after the words “Employment Panel” on line 6 and insert:”-


“Members asked for a reply to the request for legal advice which had been made and the Mayor ruled that progress be made at the appropriate Agenda item”.

The amendment  was accepted and the Minutes of the meetings held on 3 and 26 August were agreed and signed by the Mayor subject to the correction of Minute C.184/04 as set out above.

C.196/04
AGENDA

The Mayor agreed to accept an urgent motion from Councillor Weedall regarding the loss of jobs at Cavaghan and Grays which would be taken as Agenda Item 19.

C.197/04
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Glover declared a personal interest which was also prejudicial in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Agenda Items 16(1) and (2) Notice of Motion relating to Carlisle Housing Association.  He stated that his interest was in respect of contractual relationships between his employer and Carlisle Housing Association.  Councillor Glover also declared a personal interest which was prejudicial in Minute COS.132/04 relating to the Council’s Housing Strategy.  He added that his interest was in respect of his employment.

Councillor Quilter declared a personal interest which was also prejudicial in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Agenda Item 16(1) and 16(2) Notice of Motion.  She stated that her interest was in respect of her employment.

Councillor Weedall declared a personal interest which was also prejudicial in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Planning Application 04/0437 Land Adjacent to the North of Lochinvar and Eden View Cargo, Carlisle.  He stated that his interest was as the applicant for planning permission.

Councillor Stockdale declared a personal interest which also prejudicial in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Planning Application 04/1033, Ashbury House, Warwick on Eden, Carlisle.  He stated that  the applicant is a relative.

Councillors Dodd, Mrs Mallinson and Mrs Prest declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the items on the Agenda relating to Notice of Motion Carlisle Housing Association.  They  stated that their interest was in respect of their membership on the Board of Carlisle Housing Association.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson declared a personal interest which was also prejudicial in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute COS.107/04 Monitoring Contract with Carlisle Housing Association.  She stated that her interest was as a Board Member of the Carlisle Housing Association.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson declared a personal interest which was also prejudicial in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute IOS.95/04.  She stated that her interest was personal and in confidence.

Councillor Mrs Geddes declared a personal interest which was also prejudicial in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute EX.178/04 Repairs to Adopted and Unadopted Back Lanes.  She stated that one of the Lanes listed in the priority list was to the rear of her property and one was to the rear of a property of one of her relatives.

Councillor Mrs Crookdake declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute IOS91/04 Evening and Night Time Economy Task Group.  She stated that a family business was a takeaway.

Councillors Mrs Mallinson, Farmer (P), Glendinning, Jefferson and Toole declared an interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct to the effect that they were Dual Hatted Members of the Cumbria County Council.

Councillor Mrs Farmer and Councillor Farmer (P) declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Agenda Item 16(1) and 16(2) Notice of Motion Carlisle Housing Association.  They stated that their interest was in respect of Housing Association Groups.

Councillors Bradley and Martlew declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of minute EX.160/04 Fusehill Street Community Gardens.  They stated that their interest was as patients in the Doctors Practice.  

Councillors Martlew and Mrs Rutherford declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council Code of Conduct in the Agenda item relating to Extension to Off Street Car Parking.  They stated that their interest was in respect of their Membership of the Council’s Development Control Committee.

Councillor Allison declared a personal interest which was also prejudicial in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the Agenda items relating to the Notice of Motion - Carlisle Housing Association.  He stated that his interest was in relation to the business affairs of a member of his family.

C.198/04
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) The Mayor 

(i)
The Mayor reported the recent death of Martin Parker who had been killed as a result of cycling accident on Wigton Road and Albert Clapperton who had represented Carlisle and Cumbria at cricket and had been a keen local footballer.  The Council stood for a minutes silence as a mark of respect to their memories.

(ii) The Mayor also reported that further to Minute C.160/04(2) the petition to save the Kings Own Royal Border Regiment had been signed by in excess of 30,000 people and he thanked Members for their work in compiling the petition.

(iii) The Mayor also reported the Council’s success in achieving a Silver Award in the Britain in Bloom competition and he praised the hard work of staff in the Parks and Countryside Section and the Grounds Section.  He also paid tribute to the support which had been received from local businesses in sponsoring particular areas.

(b) Leader of the City Council

Further to Minute C.160/04(b)(2) regarding the “Northern Way”.  The Leader informed Members that there had been a further press announcement on the 8 significant cities within the North West who would be seen as a driving force in the “Northern Way” and developing the Northern region.  The Leader reported that Carlisle was not included in those significant cities and he had written to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister to seek an assurance that Carlisle should be included in the Northern Way strategy given Carlisle’s significance as a major city and the regional capital of Cumbria and requested a meeting to present Carlisle’s case.

(c) Members of the Executive

(i) The Portfolio Holder for Economic Prosperity reported on the announcement by Northern Foods that the Cavaghan and Grays London Road plant was to close with the loss of 660 jobs.  She informed Council that this would be the largest closure to hit Carlisle since the closure of 14 MU. and would have an immediate impact on local employment.  She stressed that it was important that the Council should carry on doing what it could to help the people affected to make the transition to new jobs and added that Carlisle City Council would take an active role in the high level task force which had been established.  She hoped that all Members of the Council would be able to support and help the people affected by the closure.

(d) Town Clerk and Chief Executive

There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

C.199/04
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND 



PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS

Pursuant to Procedure Rules 10.1 and 10.11 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions or petitions had been submitted by members of the public.

C.200/04
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions has been submitted on notice by members of the City Council.

C.201/04
    EXECUTIVE

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11 Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Firth seconded the receipt of the following minutes of the Executive held on 19 July 2004, which had been called in for scrutiny, the remainder of the minutes from that meeting having been approved by the City Council on 3 August 2004: - 


EX142/04 Extensions to off-street car parks


EX143/04 Comprehensive performance assessment 2003


EX153/04 Representatives of outside bodies


EX155/04 Land and property transactions

Councillor Mitchelson also moved and Councillor Firth seconded that the minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 12 and 17 August and 13 September 2004 be received and adopted.

Members questioned the Leader and the Portfolio Holders on details of the above minutes.

RESOLVED 

(1)
That minutes EX142/04, EX143/04, EX153/04 and EX155/04 of the meeting of the Executive held on 19 July 2004 be received and adopted.

(2) That the minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 12 and 17 August and 13 September 2004 be received and adopted.


(3) That the Portfolio Holder for Environment Infrastructure and Transport respond to the question raised by Councillor Farmer under Minute EX142/04, Extension to off-street car parks, regarding whether a traffic assessment had been carried out as part of the proposals.


(4) That the Leader of the City Council make arrangements for all members of the City Council to be invited to a presentation on Anti-Social Behaviour.

C.202/04
PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS

Copies of reports from the following portfolio holders were circulated prior to the meeting:-

(i)
  Health and Community Activities

(ii) Corporate Resources

(iii) Policy Performance Management, Finance and Resources

(iv) Promoting Carlisle

(v) Economic Prosperity

(vi) Environment Infrastructure and Transport

Members questioned individual portfolio holders on their reports.

RESOLVED – 

(1) That the reports of the portfolio holders be received.


(2) That Councillor Bloxham circulate a written response to Councillor Farmer’s question with regard to waste management and in particular whether the City Council’s record on waste management and its performance in terms of recycling would be adversely affected by the performance of the Cumbria County Council as the Waste Disposal Authority.

C.203/04
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY MINUTES AND CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

(a) Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee.


Councillor Jefferson moved and it was seconded that the minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 19 August 2004 be received and adopted.  Councillor Jefferson also presented his Chairman’s report.

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 19 August 2004, together with the Chairman’s report, be received and adopted.

(b) Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community.


Councillor Boaden moved and it was seconded that the minutes of the meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 15 July, 6 and 26 August 2004 be received and adopted.  Councillor Boaden also presented his Chairman’s report.

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 15 July, 6 and 26 August 2004, together with the Chairman’s report be received and adopted.

(c) Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee.


Councillor Guest moved and Councillor Mrs Prest seconded, that the minutes of the meetings of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 22 July, 3 and 4 August and 2 September 2004, be received and adopted.  Councillor Guest also presented a joint report of the Chairman and Vice Chairman.

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meetings of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 22 July, 3 and 4 August and 2 September 2004, together with the joint report of the Chairman and Vice Chairman, be received and adopted.

(d) Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure.


Councillor Mrs Mallinson moved and it was seconded that the minutes of the meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 29 July and 4 August 2004 be received and adopted.  Councillor Mrs Mallinson also presented her Chairman’s report.

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meetings of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 29 July and 4 August 2004, together with the Chairman’s report, be received and adopted.

C.204/04
LICENCING AND REGULATORY PANEL

Councillor Mrs Parsons moved and Councillor Mrs Prest seconded that the minutes of the meeting of the Licencing and Regulatory Panel held on 11 August 2004 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting of the Licencing and Regulatory Panel held on 11 August 2004 be received and adopted.

C.205/04
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

Councillor Jefferson moved and it was seconded that the minutes of the meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 16 July, 25 and 27 August and 8 September 2004 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 16 July, 25 and 27 August and 8 September 2004 be received and adopted.

C.206/04
EMPLOYMENT PANEL

Councillor Firth moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the receipt and adoption of the minutes of the meetings of the Employment Panel held on 2, 10, 18 and 23 August 2004.

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meetings of the Employment Panel held on 2, 10, 18  and 23 August 2004 be received and adopted.

C.207/04
APPEALS PANEL

Councillor Mrs Parsons moved and it was seconded that the minutes of the meeting of the Appeals Panel held on 13 August 2004 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting of the Appeals Panel held on 13 August 2004 be received and adopted.

C.208/04
STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Councillor Dodd moved and Councillor McDevitt seconded, that the minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 15 September 2004 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 15 September 2004 be received and adopted.

C.209/04
NOTICE OF MOTION

a) Carlisle Housing Association – Grass Cutting.

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported receipt of the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Mrs Bradley:-

“ That the Council expresses its concern that Carlisle Housing Association has cut funding for its grass cutting service by 25%, equating to £100,000.  The Council recognises that this has an impact on the grass cutting service available to residents and a potentially adverse impact on the Council as contractor.

1.  The Council therefore requests the Executive to arrange a cross-party meeting with the management of Carlisle Housing Association in order:
a)  To clarify how the grass cutting service will be provided to tenants in the future.
b)  To seek an assurance that any contractor employed in grass cutting will only use fully trained operatives.

2.  In view of the increased right to buy sales, the Council also requests the Executive to investigate the level of General Fund financial support for grass cutting on former Council housing estates to ensure that the costs are allocated fairly between the General Fund and Carlisle Housing Association.

3.  The Council further requests the Executive to ensure that the General Fund Grass Cutting Report scheduled for November 2004 includes consideration of any maintenance contribution by Carlisle Housing Association.”

The motion was seconded by Councillor Mrs Rutherford.

RESOLVED – That subject to the inclusion of Councillor Graham in any cross-party meeting which is arranged with the management of Carlisle Housing Association, the motion of Councillor Mrs Bradley as set out above be agreed.

(b)  
Carlisle Housing Association – Void Properties.

      Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive
      reported the receipt of the following Notice of Motion submitted by 
      Councillor Ms Martlew:-

 “ That Carlisle City Council is extremely concerned at the number of Carlisle Housing Association properties currently standing empty and the length of time taken to bring these properties back into use.  The Council appreciates the various initiatives being undertaken by Carlisle Housing Association to regenerate the estates but feels that repairing and letting void properties is an integral part of regeneration.

The Council therefore:-

1.  Seeks an assurance from Carlisle Housing Association that every effort will be made to bring back into occupation, as soon as possible, the properties currently empty on the estates, thus enabling those people on the waiting list to have a home.

2.  Calls on the Executive to arrange a cross-party meeting with representatives of the Board and management of Carlisle Housing Association to seek ways for the Council and Carlisle Housing Association to work together on the issue of void properties to the benefit of the people of Carlisle.”

The motion was seconded by Councillor Mrs Bradley. 

Councillor Farmer  moved an amendment to Councillor Martlew’s motion by adding the words:-

“ (3) calls on the Council members who are on the Board of Carlisle Housing Association, to report back to full Council on a regular basis and to fully back the wishes of the Council at the Board meetings.”

Following discussion thereon, Councillor Farmer withdrew his amendment.

RESOLVED – That the motion of Councillor Ms Martlew as set out above be agreed.

C.210/04
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION TO THE COUNCIL’S BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK

(i)
Extension to Off Street Car Parking
Pursuant to Minutes EX.142/04; EX.157/04 and IOS.98/04 consideration was given to a request from the Executive that the sum of £74,500 be vired from the budget for the provision of additional car parking in Newark Terrace to fund proposed extensions to the Civic Centre and Bitts Park car parks.

Councillor Mitchelson moved, Councillor Firth seconded and the Council

RESOLVED – That the sum of £74,500 be vired from the budget for the provision of additional car parking in Newark Terrace to fund proposed extensions to the Civic Centre and Bitts Park car parks as set out in Report CTS.11/04.

Councillors Bradley, McDevitt and K Rutherford recorded that they had not participated in the above item of business.

(ii)
Health and Safety Policy
Pursuant to Minute EX.161/04 and CROS.110/04 consideration was given to a report of the Head of Member Support and Employee Services regarding the Council’s Health and Safety Policy as set out in Report ME.15/04 which had been circulated.

Councillor Geddes moved, Councillor Mitchelson seconded and the Council

RESOLVED – That the Council’s Health and Safety Policy as set out in Report ME.15/04 be approved and adopted.

C.211/04
COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIPS

RESOLVED – That the following changes to the Liberal Democrat Group’s representation on the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee be agreed:- 

To delete Councillor Tootle as a Member of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee and replace him with Councillor Mrs Farmer.

To delete Councillor Mrs Farmer as a substitute on the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee and replace her with Councillor Aldersey.

C.212/04
URGENT ITEM OF BUSINESS

The Mayor agreed to accept the following item as an urgent item of business to enable the City Council to consider its response to the news of the substantial number of job losses at Cavaghan and Grays.

C.213/04
NOTICE OF MOTION – CAVAGHAN AND GRAYS

The Mayor reported the receipt of the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Weedall.

“That Carlisle City Council does all it can to alleviate the problems that are bound to ensue from the loss of a large number of jobs at Cavaghan and Grays which has been announced today.

The Council expresses its sympathy for those workers affected and will do all in its power to alleviate the problems likely to arise for them and the wider community.”

The motion was seconded by Councillor Mrs Rutherford.

Councillor Glendinning declared a personal interest which was also prejudicial in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the Notice of Motion.  She stated that her interest was in respect of employment of a member of her family.

Councillor Mrs Bowman moved an amendment to Councillor Weedall’s motion which was to insert in the words “continue to” in the first line of the second paragraph following the words “affected and will”

The amendment of Councillor Mrs Bowman was accepted by Councillor Weedall..

Following substantial discussion the Council unanimously resolved to AGREE the motion of Councillor Weedall as amended by Councillor Mrs Bowman and as set out below :

“That Carlisle City Council does all it can to alleviate the problems that are bound to ensue from the loss of a large number of jobs at Cavaghan and Grays which has been announced today.

The Council expresses its sympathy for those workers affected and will continue to do all in its powers to alleviate the problems likely to arise for them and the wider community.”

C.214/04
COMMUNICATIONS

There were no further communications which the Mayor wished to bring to the attention of the Council.

(The meeting ended at 8.50 pm)
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