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Title:
THREE RIVERS STRATEGY UPDATE

Report of:
CULTURE, LEISURE AND SPORTS SERVICES

Report reference:
CLS015/05

Summary:

This report builds upon one considered in April (CLS005/05) and provides an outline of progress to date both internally and with partner agencies.

Recommendations:

1. That officers are authorised to cost the options which have been produced for consideration as part of the 2006/07 budget process.

2.
That progress is noted and that officers are authorised to continue working with the County Council and Environment Agency on the River Petteril project.

Contact Officer:
MARK BEVERIDGE
Ext:
7350

1. INTRODUCTION


The development of a strategy for the use of the 3 Rivers in Carlisle was authorised in April, it is to be focused on environmental and leisure opportunities.


It was agreed at the meeting of the Executive on 18th April 2005, that progress would be reported back to members.  This report provides the first opportunity to provide an update.

2
PROGRESS TO DATE

Since the Executive in April a number of meetings and workshops have been held to develop ideas for potential projects on the 3 Rivers. 


In particular two workshops have been held, one for officers and representatives (21st June) from agencies such as the Environment Agency, Carlisle Leisure Ltd., and the County Council.  A second workshop (8th August) was arranged for Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny, which included a general invitation to members of the Council to participate.


The output of these two workshops was a series of plans with ideas plotted on them.  It must be stressed that at this stage these are ideas without costings or consideration to viability.


Capita arranged a similar workshop, as part of their work for the County Council on the River Petteril corridor. The County Council has made a bid for funding for this element of the work. Clearly it is important that this fits seamlessly into the work of the City Council as part of the 3 Rivers and Carlisle Renaissance.


The Environment Agency are similarly progressing their plans for flood improvement works across the 3 City Rivers.

3
EMERGING THEMES


Across the two Council run workshops a number of similar themes were identified, these included: -

3.1 Cycle and footpath network that makes links with those, which exist currently and enhance substantially the present arrangements.  The purpose being to enable movement across the city using the river corridors.

3.2 Signage and interpretation was highlighted as important to assist both visitors and residents alike to find the obvious places such as the Castle, Tullie House and the Hadrians' Wall National Trail, for example.

3.3 The use of public art to enhance the environment linked to local themes with consideration also given to festivals and seasonal exhibitions.

3.4 Informal recreation areas providing picnic sites at appropriate points along the rivers and developing parkland at specific locations where this does not conflict with the requirements of the flood defences.

3.5 Nature reserves and wildlife sites, these included enhancement of existing sites and the development of new ones.  The rivers are designated as sites of SSSI, with a high level of statutory protection for wildlife. Additionally there is clear potential for learning opportunities both formal and informal with links to existing work by the natural history staff at Tullie House, as well the parks and countryside staff who work with schools on environmental projects for example.

3.6 Public areas, the development of an open-air arena was proposed along the Eden, potentially building upon the site at Bitts currently used for the fire show.  Together with a site near junction 43. More ambitious proposals have been identified but will require considerable work to determine their viability.

3.7 The timeframe for the work involved at the moment is partly driven by the need to co-ordinate work on cycleways for example to be incorporated into flood defence work currently being planned by the environment agency. This will require agreement on specifications with the agency by November 2005. The development of other ideas will need to incorporated within the wider remit of Carlisle Renaissance.

2. LINK TO CARLISLE RENAISSANCE

2.3 Carlisle Renaissance has clear implications for the 3 Rivers Strategy. The initiatives are complimentary, especially in the area of sustainable communities. It is proposed that the 3 Rivers will help to inform the future development of Carlisle Renaissance. The development of the Caldew viaduct area within Carlisle Renaissance offers a tremendous opportunity to enhance this river corridor as a sustainable transport link, assisting in the movement of people around the City.

2.4 The ideas and vision for the 3 Rivers as with Carlisle Renaissance must balance aspiration with deliverability, creating a clear impression how we wish to see the Citys’ river frontages in years to come. It is expected that the work underway to develop and cost the ideas for the 3 Rivers will be subsumed within the broader remit of the Carlisle Renaissance as that project puts in place the steps needed for the vision to become reality.

3. CONCLUSION

The progress with the strategy has produced some very worthwhile ideas.  These need to be progressed to enable members to assess them with an idea of their costs. City Council officers are currently undertaking this work.

The primary emphasis from the workshops to-date have focused on broadly similar themes, even though they were run separately.

There are a number of potentially planning related issues, which will need to be considered as the strategy develops. Both in terms of planning opportunities from other developments as well as being informed by the lessons learnt following the flood in January.

Even at this stage is can be seen that scope exists for cyclists to get from one side of the city to the other by using the proposed new flood defences as a corridor, but it is only through continues dialogue and agreement with the parties involved will this vision become reality.

4. CONSULTATION

4.3 Consultation to Date.

Executive, PFH, Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny, County Council, Environment Agency, Carlisle Leisure Ltd, Eden Rivers Trust, English Nature, Officer Working Group

4.4 Consultation proposed.


Executive, PFH, Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny, County Council, Environment Agency, Carlisle Leisure Ltd, Eden Rivers Trust, English Nature, Officer Working Group

5. RECOMMENDATIONS
7.1
That officers are authorised to cost the options which have been produced for consideration as part of the 2006/07 budget process.

7.2
That progress is noted and that officers are authorised to continue working with the County Council and Environment Agency on the River Petterill project.

6. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

To facilitate progress with the 3 Rivers Strategy.

7. IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources –  The development of the strategy will involve officer time from the group, which has been formed to progress this project.

· Financial –  The original budget approved for the development of the 3 rivers strategy project amounted to £25,000.  The balance remaining is £18,000. 

· Legal – Any developments will, of course, have to address the various land lettings we have along some parts of the river e.g. by way of grazing licences and arrangements with the angling club.
· Corporate – The development of the rivers integrates with the corporate priority of Cleaner, Green Safer together with the wider remit of the Carlisle Renaissance.

· Risk Management – Any proposals will incorporate a risk assessment in accordance with the Council’s risk management strategy.

· Equality Issues – At present access for disabled people, the elderly and parents with young children can be difficult in some cases for the rivers in the area. It is proposed that any improvements will take full recognition of this fact so access is improved for all in the communities served by the rivers.

· Environmental – Improving the rivers as a resource will help to improve the environment they flow through. In addition any reduction in vehicle traffic to the road system can only help to improve air quality for all.

· Crime and Disorder – The river banks and their environs have and continue to be attractive areas for all groups of people, however with a significant number of cars being abandoned for example and tree planting schemes being damaged, it is proposed that trying to incorporate designs which assist with reducing crime and disorder will form a critical aspect of any future proposals emanating from the strategy.

· Impact on Customers – Improvements to the river side areas will provide people with opportunities to improve the quality of their lives through the leisure opportunities presented, the impact of a vibrant river side is invaluable to a community.
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