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Dealing with Abandoned Vehicles

1. Introduction
1.1 This report has been prepared to update Members regarding the various initiatives for dealing with Abandoned Vehicles.  It follows on from previous reports on this issue; the last one being CS31/06 presented on the 22nd June 2006.

1.2 Progress on the various initiatives are outlined in the following sections of this report.

2. Progress Report

2.1
Car Clear Scheme

At the last meeting Members were disappointed that the Police were no longer willing to operate the Car Clear Scheme and requested that a Senior Police Officer attend to discuss the matter further.

Discussions with the Police suggest the demand for Car Clear is not as high as initially predicted and that vehicles that were to be targeted under this scheme are now removed under the DVLA scheme, run by the City Council.

Cumbria Police suggest the Car Clear Scheme continues to be used by Officers as an additional tool and that the City Council still administers and funds the scheme. 

Cumbria Police are also looking into the possibility of taking on DVLA devolved powers. Adopting these powers will enable the scheme to be run on a 24 hours basis, and therefore providing a better service to the Public.

Members may wish to discuss with the Police whether this initiative should be continued and the implications of its termination.

Members will recall that the initial Car Clear Scheme was operating as a trial funded by the Arson Reduction Initiative.  This funding is now no longer available.  As the use which is likely to be made of the scheme will be minimal, each vehicle costs £80 to deal with, the financial burden is unlikely to be more than £320 annually.  Maintaining the scheme does provide another means of dealing with vehicles that are likely to end up being abandoned.

2.2
Performance Indicators

Bv218a

% abandoned vehicles investigated within 24 hours

Target 100%

Actual Performance 96%

Investigations have been missed due to periods when the Abandoned Vehicle Officer has been out of the office and therefore unavailable to respond to reports.  Measures are being taken to provide back up staff, staff training is taking place at present and it is anticipated that the standards of service will be maintained during future absences.

Bv218b

% abandoned vehicles removed within 24 hours

Target 100% 
Actual Performance 97%

Vehicle uplift times have been missed due to periods when the Abandoned Vehicle Officer has been unavailable. The measures discussed above should resolve this issue in the future.

Local Indicator

% of vehicle investigations completed within specified time limit

Target 100%

Actual Performance 91%

As above some deadlines have been missed due to periods when the Abandoned Vehicle Officer is out of the office.


Performance Comparison (April 06- Sep 06)


Local Authority


Bv218a
Bv218b
Uplifts


Allerdale Borough Council

92%

80%

10


Eden District Council

40%

100%

14


Carlisle City Council


96%

97%

68

2.3
County Council Contract
The contract between Carlisle City Council and Cumbria County Council for the storage and disposal of abandoned vehicles is now in place. 

Since April 2006 the County Council have been charged for the storage and disposal of 96 vehicles. (£4416.00)  The 2006/7 Budget made no allowance for this income which will fund other related initiatives such as the Free Collection Service and Car Clear.

2.4
DVLA Untaxed Vehicle Scheme

The City Council continues to receive good publicity and feedback regarding this scheme. Since April 06 over 200 vehicles have been reported to the City Council.

Of the vehicles found to be untaxed :-

50 Vehicles have been seized

10 Vehicles have been reclaimed (£1960 paid to reclaim)

72 CLE2/6 tickets have been issued (These tickets enable the DVLA to prosecute the keeper for back tax)

2.5
Vehicle Stop Checks

The Abandoned Vehicle Officer now works in conjunction with Cumbria Police to hold a monthly stop check. This provides an opportunity to detect untaxed and uninsured vehicles. Since commencing the stop checks 13 vehicles have been seized and 15 tickets have been issued. 

2.6
Individuals Advertising Vehicles for Sale on the Highway

At the last meeting Members were made aware of the increasing number of vehicles being advertised for sale on grass verges, road junctions and around the City. Many of the complaints received related to single vehicles being advertised for sale and were therefore not covered under the Clean Neighbourhoods Act 2005. 

Existing street trading restrictions have been examined and can now be used to control the sale of some individual vehicles on the highway. Hot spot areas are regularly checked by the Abandoned Vehicle Officer and where a vehicle is found to be for sale the owner is contacted and asked to have the vehicle removed within a 24 hour period. This course of action is proving to be successful. 

2.7
Free Vehicle Disposal
The Free vehicle disposal scheme offered by the City Council is regularly used, however posters and leaflets are in the process of being designed which will enable the scheme to be advertised better.  This scheme is funded from the income received as detailed in Item 2.3 and 2.4 above.

3.0 Recommendations

3.1
It is recommended that Members note the contents of this report.
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