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Disability Awareness Raising Event 

Carlisle Access Group joined forces with Carlisle City Council to stage the city’s first ever disability awareness raising event on Tuesday, 23rd September in the city centre.

Age Concern, the Carers Association, Carlisle City Council, Carlisle Council for Voluntary Service, Carlisle MIND, the Cerebral Palsy Society, Cumbria County Council, Deaf Vision, the Disability Association of Carlisle and Eden, Mencap and Shopmobility had stands advertising what support and advice they can provide. 

All groups agreed that it was a worthwhile experience and commented that they would not have been able to hold such a successful event without the support of the Council. The Council is giving consideration to making this an annual event, as suggested by many of those who took part.  Almost 500 members of the public participated in, or benefited from the event.

Pilot New Process

As outlined in the recent report to Community Overview & Scrutiny Committee a new process for conducting Equality Impact Assessment has been tested with Carlisle Renaissance.

Members and Officers worked along side Cumbria Disability Network; Cumbria Outreach (Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Group) and AWAZ (Black and Minority Ethnic representative) to look at the positive and negative impacts.

The workshop will be written up to form the evidence of the EIA and presented to the Renaissance Board. 

Scrutiny of Race Equality Scheme

An update report on the achievements of this scheme was presented to Community Overview & Scrutiny Committee. 

After discussion, members resolved that the Race, Age, and Gender schemes should be combined with other areas of equality into a single broader scheme. This will keep our schemes in line with the proposals within the Single Equality Bill.

Hate Incidents and Crimes

Hate incidents and crimes are to be added to the quarterly report that is scrutinised by Community Overview & Scrutiny Committee. These indicators will be a useful measure of community cohesion issues across the district.

CDRP

The Leadership Group met 1st October in Carlisle. Updates on progress in each of the task groups (Violent Crime, ASB, and Criminal Damage) were presented.

The CDRP Business Manager Post has been re-advertised at a higher salary through Eden District Council. This has already attracted interest, with short-listing timetabled for the 31st October.

The performance of the CDRP is still good, with reductions on last year in Criminal Damage, ASB incidents and ‘Assault With Injury’ violent crimes.

Homelessness Centre of Excellence / Women’s Hostel 

The project’s planning application will be considered by the Development Control Committee in mid November. The first meeting of the Project Board has taken place and proposed service and staffing arrangements are currently being considered and discussed with staff.  Consultation continues with residents and it is planned to set up a project group with service users and staff over the coming months. The Supporting People Commissioning Body considered the project on 16th October and gave the Council's plans its full support and endorsement. This is excellent news and a clear sign of how the project is valued and supported by a range of agencies. 

The CHIP(Carlisle Homelessness Improvement Partnership) group has submitted a bid to the Northern Rock Foundation for a HALO (Health Aspirations and Living Opportunities) Coordinator whose job will be to develop and encourage the provision of new services for homeless people, including health, social activities, positive activities and links to training and job opportunities. The decision is expected by early November.

Foyer  

The YMCA has resubmitted its planning application which will be considered in November. If it is approved the YMCA will then discuss capital funding with the Housing Corporation and other funders. There have been ongoing discussions with Supporting People and Children’s Services about an approach to jointly commissioning an integrated service based on the Foyer, linking all existing services for young people in Carlisle including the City Council, the YMCA and other housing and support providers. A multi agency project group will be set up assuming planning consent is obtained.
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