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CS 43/07

Summary:

The report outlines a request for contributory funding from the Environment Agency towards a flood alleviation scheme at Lochinvar Beck, Longtown.

Recommendations:

It is RECOMMENDED that the Executive considers the funding request.

Contact Officer:
Michael Battersby
Ext:
 7325

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS

1.1
In recent years there have been numerous flooding incidents to houses adjacent to a culvert on Lochinvar Beck, at Longtown.   This flooding effects a number of properties on the adjacent estate, a number of which are managed by CHA.   The Council are regularly asked to respond to the flooding issues and deal with the outcomes during periods of heavy rain.

1.2
The responsibility for the beck now rests with the Environment Agency and they have commissioned a study to assess flood alleviation options.   This study has identified the optimum solution to be the creation of increased storage upstream of the culvert.    This would provide 30,000 cubic metres of additional storage which would provide protection for a 1 in 75 year rainfall event.   The estimated cost of the project is approx. £360,000.

1.3
Whilst the responsible body for this project is the Environment Agency it will need to compete for funding with other similar schemes.   Its potential for progress would be increased by funding support from other partners.   It is understood that both CHA and the Parish Council have pledged contributions.   Clearly there are community benefits for Longtown and Council operations and consideration could be given to a contribution of £10,000 from the City Council.

1.4
Should the scheme proceed the design planning and procurement would be undertaken in the current year and construction during 2007/8.

2. CONSULTATION

2.1 Consultation to Date -  Environment Agency

2.2 Consultation proposed -  None

3. RECOMMENDATIONS

It is RECOMMENDED that the Executive considers the funding request.

4. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

A Council funding contribution would underline the Council’s community leadership role and is very much in line with the Cleaner, Greener, Safer priority.

5. IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources –   N/A

· Financial –  Should the Executive support a contribution of £10,000 then the source of funding would need to be found.

· Legal –   N/A

· Corporate –   N/A

· Risk Management –   The contribution is cash limited.   There is still no guarantee that EA funding for the scheme would be secured.

· Equality Issues –   N/A

· Environmental –   The works themselves would be the subject of an environmental assessment.

· Crime and Disorder –   N/A

· Impact on Customers –  Flooding at the Lochinvar Estate has been a regular and significant problem and the project would provide a much higher level of protection to the affected properties
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