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7 January 2008

Dear Sir/Madam

RE:
COUNCIL MEETING – TUESDAY 15 JANUARY 2008 AT 6.45 PM

You are summoned to attend the meeting of Carlisle City Council, which will be held at 6.45 pm on Tuesday, 15 January 2008 in the Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Carlisle.

A G E N D A

1.
The Mayor will invite the Chaplain to the City Council to open the meeting with prayers.

2.
The Town Clerk and Chief Executive will call the roll.

3.
Minutes

The Council will be asked to receive the Minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 6 November and 17 December 2007.

4.
Public and Press

To determine whether any of the items of business within Part A of the Agenda should be dealt with when the public and press are excluded from the meeting.


To determine whether any of the items of business within Part B of the Agenda should be dealt with when the public and press are present.

5.
Declarations of Interest

Members are invited to declare any personal interests and any personal interests which are also prejudicial, relating to any item on the Agenda, at this stage.

6.
Announcements
(i) To receive any announcements from the Mayor.  


(ii)
To receive any announcements from the Leader of the Council


(iii)
To receive any announcements from Members of the Executive


(iv)
To receive any announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive

7.
Questions by Members of the Public
(i) Peter Street/Corporation Road

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report the receipt of the following question which has been submitted on notice by Mr S Osman.

“Why is the Council according to it’s Renaissance Development Manager, willing to negotiate to procure property in Peter Street and Corporation Rd when it’s own DFMS policy states that it wishes to retain both those streets?”.

(ii)
Local Plan Enquiry - Rickergate

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report the receipt of the following question which has been submitted on notice by Ms E Allnutt.


“Why does the funding bid to the NWDA already describe Rickergate as an area designated for regeneration when this is still to be decided by the inspector who conducted the Local Plan enquiry?  This is at best an inaccuracy but could be construed as a deliberate attempt to deceive the funders?”

(iii)
Rickergate

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report the receipt of the following question which has been submitted on notice by Ms J Templeton.

“On the 3rd September 2007 in a speech given at the National Council for Voluntary Organisation, the Prime Minister was quoted as saying the challenges that this country faces now and the future cannot be solved, cannot be met by top-down solutions simply by saying, as people often did in the past, that the man in Whitehall knows best.  Britain needs a new type of politics which embraces everyone in the nation and not just a select few .… a politics that is built on engaging with people and not excluding them.  Hazel Blears also added that “It is local people who understand the problems best, local people who have the real genius for solving them”.

Why then are decisions regarding the residents of Rickergate being made behind closed doors and in secret?”

(iv) Seatoller Close

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report the receipt of the following question which has been submitted on notice by Ms A J Bulman.

“Since the Field in front of Seatoller Close, Morton is now registered as a town green and, therefore, cannot be built on, and in keeping with the City’s policy for the homeless, will the Council liaise with Carlisle Housing Association to have the moratorium on the flats in Seatoller Close lifted so that these empty properties are made available to new tenants?”

8.
Presentation of Petitions and Deputations

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.11, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report that no petitions or deputations have been received from members of the public.

9.
Questions from Members of the Council

(i)
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report the receipt of the following question submitted on notice by Councillor Reardon.

Transition Towns Initiative


“Can an update be provided on investigations by Officers into the Transition Towns Initiative as raised at the July meeting of Carlisle City Council?”


(ii)
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report the receipt of the following question submitted on notice by Councillor Boaden.


Local Asset Vehicle


“To ask the Leader of the Council


To note the concerns expressed by business tenants of the Council, namely that the Council is proposing to sell the land on our industrial estates from under the tenants and that the views of tenants are being ignored.


In view of these remarks, to ask for assurances that any process of establishing a Local Asset Vehicle, or similar body, will ensure full involvement and consultation with all those tenants of the Council who will be effected by the proposals and that their views will be taken fully into account in determining the final recommendation?”

10.
Executive

The Council will be asked to receive the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 19 and 28 November, 10 and 17 December 2007 and receive reports from the following Portfolio Holders:


(i)
Community Engagement


(ii)
Learning and Development


(iii)
Finance and Performance


(iv)
Economic Development and Enterprise


(v)
Promoting Carlisle 


(vi)
Health and Wellbeing


(vii)
Environment and Infrastructure


and ask questions of the Leader and Portfolio Holders on those Minutes and Reports.


(Copy Reports herewith)

11.
Overview and Scrutiny Minutes and Chairman's Report

The Council will be asked to receive the Minutes from the following meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee and Overview and Scrutiny Committees and to ask questions of the Chairman and receive reports from the Chairmen of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees:


(i)
Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee Chairman's report


(ii)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 7 and 22 November and 3 December 2007 together with the Chairman's report


(iii)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources held on 7 November and 6 December 2007 together with the Chairman's report


(iv)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 25 October, 7 and 29 November 2007, together with the Chairman's report.



(Copy Reports herewith)

12.
Regulatory Panel

To receive the Minutes of the meetings of the Regulatory Panel held on 21 November and 19 December 2007.

13.
Licensing Committee

To receive the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Committee held on 5 December 2007.

14.
Development Control Committee

To receive the Minutes of the meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 7 and 9 November 2007.

15.
Employment Panel

To receive the Minutes of the meeting of the Employment Panel held on 28 November 2007.

16.
Notice of Motion
(i)
Lookaround

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report the receipt of the following Motion which has been submitted on Notice by Cllr Boaden.

“The Council notes the action taken so far in relation to the campaign to oppose the proposals from ITV to end the Lookaround programme on Border.

However, there is a need to ensure that public opinion on this matter has the opportunity to be fully expressed.

Accordingly, the Council resolves to instruct the Executive to examine the feasibility of organising a referendum to establish formally the views of the people of Carlisle in respect of the proposal to discontinue the only locally based television news programme in this area.

A report on this proposal would be made to the Council at the earliest opportunity on the basis that the poll, which would be independently verified, would be arranged to take place in conjunction with the local elections in May 2008 at a time when OFCOM will be formally seeking responses to the ITV proposals.

The Council further resolves to arrange for an all party delegation from the Council to join with MP’s and others at an appropriate future date to meet with OFCOM, ITV and the relevant Government Minister to present the very strong case for the retention of the Lookaround programme.”

17.
Proposals from the Executive in Relation to the Council's Budget and


Policy Framework

(i)
EX.293/07 – Capital Budget Overview Disabled Facilities Grant

Pursuant to Minute EX.293/07(4) to consider a recommendation from the Executive that the City Council approve additional spending of £199,000 on Disabled Facilities Grants for 2007/08 to be funded from the additional Disabled Facilities Grant allocation received with the Council’s 40% contribution being met from within the existing Housing Strategy budget.

(Copy Report CORP.57/07 and Minute Extract herewith)

(ii)
EX.297/07 – Dates and Times of Meetings
Pursuant to Minute EX.297/07 the Council are recommend to:

(i)
Agree the schedule of dates and times of meetings for the 2008/09 municipal year.

(i) To note the dates and times of meetings of the Executive, which have 
been chosen by the Leader.

(Copy Report LDS.05/08 and Minute Extract herewith)

(iii) EX.317/07 – Consultation on Minerals and Waste Development Framework  - 

Changes to the preferred Options Core Strategy

Pursuant to Minute EX.317/07 to consider a recommendation from the Executive that the comments set out in Section 2 of Report DS.116/07, with the addition of a statement that “The Executive believes that energy from waste should still be investigated and pursued as it is an important need” be returned to Cumbria County Council as the comments of the City Council, subject to ratification at City Council.

(Copy Report DS.07/08 and Minute Extract herewith)

(iv) EX.331/07 Local Air Quality – Final Draft Air Quality Action Plan
Pursuant to Minute EX.331/07 to consider a recommendation from the Executive that the comments of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees be taken on board and the final Air Quality Action Plan as attached to Report CS.101/07 be endorsed and approved.

(Copy Report CS.105/07 and Minute Extracts herewith)

(v) EX.332/07Corporate Procurement Strategy
Pursuant to Minute EX.332/07 to consider a recommendation from the Executive that: 

(1)
The revised Corporate Procurement Strategy as attached to Report CORP.54/07 be adopted by the City Council.

(2)
That the Executive further recommends to the City Council that the Director of Legal and Democratic Services be instructed to amend the Contracts Procedure Rules in the Constitution to facilitate the use of framework agreements, competitive dialogue, electronic procurement (including dynamic purchasing systems and e-auctions) pursuant to the Public Contracts Regulations 2006.


(Copy Report CORP.75/07 and Minute Extract herewith)

(vi) EX.354/07 Potential Disposal of Carlisle City Council Land for Affordable Housing Development
Pursuant to Minute EX.354/07 to consider a request from the Executive that the Council vary its policy on land disposals to delegate the power to the Executive to dispose of the sites specified in Report DS.120/07 at less than market value to facilitate the provision of affordable housing if the Executive determine this to be necessary and appropriate.

(Copy Report DS.05/08 and Minute Extracts herewith)

18. 
Standards Committee – Parish Council Representation
The Council to note and approve the changes made by the Carlisle Parish Councils Association to the Parish Council representation on the City Council’s Standards Committee.  The Parish Council Association have replaced their former representative (Cllr Joscelyn Holland) with Cllr W. Little and have nominated Cllr C. Nicholson as his substitute

19.
Communications


To receive and consider communications and to deal with such other business as may be brought forward by the Mayor as a matter of urgency, in accordance with Procedure Rule 2.1(xiv) to pass such resolution or resolutions thereon as may be considered expedient or desirable.

PART 'B'
To be considered in private

20.
Disposal of Land at Wakefield Road


Pursuant to Minute EX.358/07 to consider a reference from the Executive that the Executive consent to the release and leasehold disposal of land at Wakefield Road, Kingstown on final terms to be agreed by the Head of Economy, Property and Tourism and recommends that the City Council approves the disposal and the scheme of improvements to the nature reserve at no cost to the Council.  


(Copy Report DS.03/08 and Minute Extract herewith)

21.
Potential Disposal of Carlisle City Council Land for Affordable Housing Development

Pursuant to Minute EX.356/07 to consider a private report with regard to potential disposal of Carlisle City Council land for affordable housing development.

(Copy Report DS.06/08 and Minute Extract herewith)

Yours faithfully

Director of Legal and Democratic Services
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