CITY COUNCIL (SPECIAL)

WEDNESDAY, 15 DECEMBER 2004 at 6:45 pm

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Aldersey), Councillors Allison, Bloxham, Boaden, Mrs Bowman, Bowman (C), Mrs Bradley, Collier, Mrs Crookdake, Dodd, Earp, Mrs Farmer, Farmer (P), Firth, Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Glover, Guest, Hodgson, Im Thurn, Jefferson, Joscelyne, Knapton, Mrs Mallinson, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Ms Patrick, Mrs Prest, Mrs Quilter, Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stockdale, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Toole, Tootle, Warwick, Ms Watson, Watson (R), Weber, Weedall and Wilson

C.240/04       APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Atkinson, Mrs Glendinning, Graham, Hendry, Mrs Rutherford and Rutherford(K).

C.241/04
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Mitchelson declared a personal interest which was also prejudicial in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the item of business relating to the adoption of the Council's Licensing Policy.  He stated that his interest was in respect of his employment.  

C.242/04
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(a)
The Mayor  

(i)
The Mayor reported the death of Mr B Gaughy who had been employed by the Council between 1961 and 1994 and had carried out the duties as Sword and Mace Bearer between 1985 and 1994.  The Council stood for a minute’s silence as a mark of respect to Mr Gaughy’s memory.

(ii) The Mayor invited all present to join him for festive refreshments at the conclusion of the meeting.

(b)       Leader of the City Council

There were no announcements from the Leader of the Council

(c)      Members of the Executive

There were no announcements from Members of the Executive.

(d)
Town Clerk and Chief Executive

There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

C.243/04
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS

Pursuant to Procedure Rules 10.1 and 10.11, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions or petitions had been submitted by members of the public.

C.244/04       QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice by Members of the City Council.

C.245/04
NOTICE OF MOTION

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no Notices of Motion had been submitted.


C.246/04
LICENSING POLICY

(a)
Policy

Pursuant to Minutes LRP.87/04, COS.168/04 and EX.249/04 consideration was given to the Council's draft Licensing Policy which had been recommended to the Council by the Licensing and Regulatory Panel and the Executive for approval and adoption.

A copy of the draft Licensing Policy and relevant minute excerpts had been circulated to all Members previously.

In moving the policy for approval, Councillor Bloxham drew attention to consideration which the County Council’s Social Services Department was giving as to whether the Area Child Protection Sub Committee or the Social Services Child Care Monitoring Unit was the appropriate body under the policy to deal with matters relating to the Protection of Children from Harm.

Councillor Bloxham then moved that the Licensing Policy be approved in its current form, but with the caveat that the Council also gives its formal approval to the Child Care Monitoring Unit of Cumbria County Council’s Social Services Department being inserted by the Licensing Manager, rather than the Area Child Protection Committee, if the Council are informed that that should be the correct reference.

Councillor Morton in seconding Councillor Bloxham’s Motion paid tribute to the work carried out by Mr Messenger, the Council’s Licensing Manager, and his staff, Mr Lambert, the Council’s Legal Services Manager, and his staff, Mrs Mackay, Committee Clerk, and the Communications Unit in preparing the policy. 

RESOLVED – 

(1)
That the Licensing Policy be approved in its current form, but with the caveat that the Council also gives its formal approval to the Child Care Monitoring Unit of Cumbria County Council’s Social Services Department being inserted in the relevant parts of the Policy by the Licensing Manager, rather than the Area Child Protection Committee, if the Council are informed that that should be the correct reference.

(2)
That the Council’s appreciation for the work in preparing the policy carried out by Mr Messenger, the Council’s Licensing Manager, and his staff, Mr Lambert, the Council’s Legal Services Manager, and his staff, Mrs Mackay, Committee Clerk, and the Communications Unit be recorded.

(b)
Constitutional Arrangements

Pursuant to Minute LRP.97/04 consideration was given to a reference from the Licensing and Regulatory Panel regarding the Constitutional arrangements required for the operation of the Statutory Licensing Committee under the Licensing Act 2003. A copy of Report LDS.51/04 and minute excerpt had been circulated. Councillor Bloxham moved, Councillor Morton seconded and it was AGREED that:

i)
A separate Licensing Committee be established to undertake all those functions referred to in the Licensing Act 2003 and the Council formally appoints to that Committee the same Members and Substitutes as comprised in the current Licensing and Regulatory Panel.

ii)
The current Licensing and Regulatory Panel be renamed the Regulatory Panel and continue with the same Members but with the revised remit to carry out all licensing functions other than those specified under the Licensing Act 2003.

iii)
The revised delegation arrangements and consequential amendments to the Council's Constitution, as set out in Appendix 1 to Report LDS.51/04, be approved, subject to the Licensing Committee itself giving formal approval to the delegations at its first meeting after its formal establishment.

iv)
The Head of Legal and Democratic Services be authorised to make the changes to the Council's Constitution as set out above, together with any other ancillary and related changes which are necessary in order to accommodate the proposed arrangements and secure the implementation of the provisions of the 2003 Act.

C.247/04
COMMUNICATION
The Mayor wished all Members and officers a very happy Christmas and, as there were no further communications which the Mayor wished to bring to the attention of the Council, he closed the meeting.

(The meeting ended at 7:00 pm)

