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LOCAL ENVIRONMENT

· HIGHWAYS 

Connect 2 Cycleway - A revised scheme has been submitted to Sustrans.  A response is awaited from Sustrans.  The revised scheme is broadly the same as the original proposal but with Elements 5 and 6 north of the River Eden omitted.  
Following approval of the Sainsbury’s Store developer funding of £375,000 should be available for constructing the cycleway ramp at Castel Way.
Castle Street Enhancements - Scheme is approximately 30% complete.    Some delay in material delivery but hopeful that this will be resolved by 16th August, and lost time can be recovered.  Pavement adjacent to the Cathedral should be open week commencing 23rd August.

· GREENSPACES

Green Flag Success - A new record 7 parks and gardens in Carlisle are celebrating the award of a Green Flag for 2010.  A sign of quality parks, the Green Flag is an independent award which depends on high standards of maintenance and evidence of community involvement.  The magnificent 7 are:-

Bitts Park; Hammond’s Pond; Carlisle Cemetery; Tullie House Gardens; Kingmoor Nature Reserve; St. Michael’s Churchyard (Stanwix) and, for the first time, Talkin Tarn Country Park.
Love Parks Week - Our second ‘Love Parks Week’ saw thousands of Carlisle residents taking part in a week-long celebration of the city’s parks and green spaces.  Launched by the Mayor of Carlisle, Cllr Mary Styth, at a special ‘park for the day’ in English Street the highlights of the week included wildlife activities, BMX training, tai-chi, music and outdoor cookery at one of our allotments.  The week ended with thousands of people at Bitts Park for a special outdoor screening of two blockbuster films.
Play Areas Re-Open Following Refurbishment.  The play areas at Moorville Drive (Belah) and St James Park (Denton Holme) have now re-opened following major refurbishment works.  In both cases the funds have come from outside the City Council, being Section 106 developer contributions and DCSF ‘Playbuilder’ funding respectively.
· WASTE SERVICES

· The Council’s new contract with FOCSA UK to deliver the Greenbox multi material kerbside recycling service is now firmly bedded in and is working well.  

· The divestment of the Council’s commercial waste collection service is now complete.  This generated a capital receipt of £150,000.  The new service provider, Cumbria Waste Recycling, is able to offer a full range of recycling services to those customers that were transferred to them.

· A review of the Council’s refuse collection rounds is being carried out with a view to generating future efficiencies.  As a first step in that process, we’re looking at getting as many of our purple sack customers integrated with our core wheeled bin service as possible.  We recognise that many of those that receive the purple sack service have specific needs.  The process of integrating them with the wheeled bin service will therefore take those needs into account wherever possible.
· AREA MAINTENANCE

Currock “Big Tidy up” week

From 23rd August to 28th August there was a big tidy up week in Currock with mechanical sweeping, gully cleaning and fly tipping removal.  
McDonalds “Big Tidy Up” 

Saturday 25th September meeting at McDonalds at 9.30am. Incentives, face painting and free happy meals available to youngsters taking part. We provide litter pickers gloves etc. Litter picking the industrial estate. Monitored by Team Leader for area
“Your Place” Riverside Teams to start August in the Botcherby Area. There will be a Riverside clean up team and enforcement team. Teams still in training so start date not available.  Meeting held with these staff and City Council.

Agreement to work together in a new partnership. Joint working on estate. Starting with overgrown unkempt gardens belonging to Riverside. Riverside teams will remove any rubbish or furniture from these gardens. Inform residents about the Councils special collection service. Removal of rubbish will be a one off with the threat of charges for cleaning if the gardens are not maintained properly by resident. The service will include the strimming of grass along fence edging on the property side of the fences which will improve the look of the estate as a whole.

As part of the agreement Carlisle City Council will remove and items of furniture and white goods free of charge as a one off. All green waste will be disposed of by ISS Waterers.

Final part of the agreement is to work together to cover street cleaning service. Both will overlap street cleaning works to cover the whole area in turn.(details still to be discussed).

· FOOD, HEALTH & SAFETY 

National Scores on the Doors – Food, Health & Safety are a member of this group - The National Scores on the Doors User Group is very pleased to announce that it has been short-listed as a finalist for the prestigious Orange National Business Award. This is very gratifying as it is the major business award in the UK.
· ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

· Submitted Air Quality Report to DEFRA

· Well managed development of Carlisle North Development Route – Environmental Health is working with Developers – no complaints from public despite potential inconvenience to residents from noise and dust from construction works.
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