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Making Space 
for Water 2004

Pitt Review 
2008

Future Water 
2008

Flood and Water 
Management Act 

2010

Environment Agency Strategic 
Overview for all sources of flooding

Local Authority (LLFA) 
responsibility for local flood risk 
management

Risk-based approached to reservoir 
regulation

Responsibility for surface water and 
groundwater flooding

Groundwork for consolidating 
existing flood and coastal legislation
Flood Risk Regulations 2009

Flood and Water Management Act 2010



Serving the people of Cumbria

Risk Management Authorities – Who 
Does What?

Flood 
Source

EA LLFA District Water Company Highways Authority 
& Highways England

Main river 

The Sea 
Surface Water 
Highways 
Surface Water



Sewer Flooding 
Ordinary 
Watercourse

 

Groundwater 
Reservoirs 
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Local Governance
Strategic 

Partnership Group
• EA FCRM Manager
• UU Area Manager
• CCC Portfolio Holder
• Environment and 

Community Services 
Ass Director

• District Officer rep
• LLFA Partner Officer

Working 
Group

• EA Senior Advisor
• UU Partnership 

Manager
• CCC Asset Manger
• 6 District Officers
• LFRM
• LLFA Partner Officer

Catchment 
Group

• Eden Rivers Trust
• West Rivers Trust
• South Rivers Trust
• Wildlife Trust
• LFRM
• LLFA Partner Officer
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Planning
• Providing advice to 9 Local Planning 

Authorities in Cumbria
– Local Plan-making
– Statutory Consultee for flooding and drainage on 

planning applications. One new Development 
Management Team provides responses on 
highway and drainage consultations.
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Local Flood Risk Management 
Strategy 

• To coordinate the resources 
available in the flood Risk 
Management Agencies to 
maximise a reduction in local 
flood risk; 

• To promote a wider 
understanding and awareness of 
flooding in Cumbria; 

• To explain how everyone can play 
a part in reducing flood risk; “who 
does what”. 
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Cumbria 
LFRMS Action 

Plan
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Making Space for Water Groups 
(MSfWGs) - ownership of localised 

flooding issues
Local officers from the Environment Agency, 
United Utilities, District Councils, Rivers Trusts, 
Highways who: -
• Promote flood risk reduction schemes

– Own ‘Hotspots’ (flood locations) list
– Own recommendations of flood 

investigation reports
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Developing community 
resilience
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December 2015 floods
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Section 19 – Flood and Water 
Management Act 2010

• On becoming aware of a flood in its area, a Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) 
must, to the extent that it considers necessary or appropriate, investigate; 

– Which risk management authorities have relevant flood risk management 
functions, and

– Whether each of those risk management authorities has exercised, or is 
proposing to exercise, those functions in response to the flood

• Where an authority carried out an investigation under subsection (1) it must -
– Publish the results of its investigation, and
– Notify any relevant risk management authorities
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Flood Forums and reports
• 2015 floods - 48 flood reports & 

83 incident reports
• Data collection and information 

gathering – residents, 
businesses, RMA, partners, 
stakeholders

• When flooding of 5 or more 
properties is involved, a full 
report will be prepared and a 
community meeting will be held 
known as a Flood Forum. 



Flooded Property



Reports By Catchment
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December 2015 investigations

• Stage 1 – Flood trailers/drop in 
• Stage 2 – Flood Forums – data collection and mapping
• Stage 3 – 2nd Flood Forums – draft section 19 report
• Stage 4 – 3rd Flood Forums - Final reports 
• Stage 5 – Progression with Local Flood Group, flood 

risk management options, identify funding
• Stage 6 – secure funding, programme of work
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Funding 
• Managed by NW RFCC
• Grant – in – Aid
• Local Levy funding
• Capital bids/grant process
• Funding criteria for unallocated funding still 

to be determined – awaiting National Flood 
Resilience Review 
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Going forward
• Flood investigations will identify proposed schemes in 

catchments to allow catchment working and 
alignment with the 25 year Flood Action Plan 

• A new “flood partnership” in Cumbria will be able to 
build on established and proven partnership working 
arrangements across the county

• Current and new Flood Action Groups will continue to 
have an important role


