CITY COUNCIL

TUESDAY, 23 NOVEMBER 2004 at 6:45 pm

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Aldersey), Councillors Allison, Atkinson, Bloxham, Boaden, Mrs Bowman, Bowman (C), Mrs Bradley, Collier, Mrs Crookdake, Dodd, Earp, Mrs Farmer, Farmer (P), Firth, Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Mrs Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Guest, Hendry, Hodgson, Im Thurn, Jefferson, Knapton, Mrs Mallinson, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Ms Patrick, Mrs Prest, Mrs Quilter, Mrs Rutherford, Rutherford (K), Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stockdale, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Toole, Tootle, Warwick, Ms Watson, Weber, Weedall and Wilson

C.215/04       APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Joscelyne and Watson (R).

C.216/04
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 28th September 2004 were circulated.

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 28th September 2004 be agreed and signed by the Mayor as a true record of the meeting.

C.217/04
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Aldersey, Jefferson and Weber declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the item on the agenda relating to the transfer of Talkin Tarn.  They stated that theirs was in respect of their membership of the Cumbria County Council.  

Councillors Farmer (P), Collier and Toole declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the item of business relating to the transfer of Talkin Tarn, together with Minutes EX.170/04, EX.193/04, EX.212/04, IOS.107/04, IOS.124/04 relating to repairs to adopted and unadopted back lanes.  They stated that their interest was in respect of their membership of the Cumbria County Council.

Councillor Glendinning declared a personal interest which was also prejudicial in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the item relating to the transfer of Talkin Tarn and Minutes EX.170/04, EX.193/04, EX.212/04, IOS.107/04, IOS.124/04 relating to repairs to adopted and unadopted back lanes.  She stated that her interest was in respect of her membership of the Cumbria County Council.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in relation to the agenda item relating to the transfer of Talkin Tarn and to Minute EX.195/04, EX.170/04, EX.212/04, IOS.107/04 and IOS.124/04 relating to repairs to unadopted back lanes.  Her interest was in respect of her membership of the Cumbria County Council and particularly to her membership of the Cumbria County Council’s Carlisle Area Committee.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson also declared a personal interest which was also prejudicial in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute EX.205/04 Land at Fusehill Street Community Gardens.  She stated that her interest was personal and in confidence.

Councillors Stevenson and Mitchelson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the Notice of Motion relating to sporting activities.  They stated that their interest was as members of the Board of Carlisle Leisure.

Councillors Mrs Parsons and Mrs Fisher declared a personal interest which was also prejudicial in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the Notice of Motion relating to Carlisle Airport.  They stated that their interest arose from the owner of the airport being a friend.

Councillors Mrs Geddes and Mrs Bradley declared a personal interest which was also prejudicial in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute EX.170/04, EX.195/04, EX.21S/04, IOS.107/04 and IOS.124/04 relating to repairs to adopted and unadopted back lanes.  They stated that one of the lanes listed was to the rear of their properties (and in Mrs Geddes’ case was also to the rear of the property of one of her relatives).

Councillor Mrs Bradley declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute PF.13/04 Rainbow Guides & Currock Villa Grants for Leisure.  She stated that her interest was as President of Carlisle North Division Guides and a committee member of Currock Villa.

Councillor Mrs Bradley also declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute EX.208/04 Concessionary Fares Scheme.  She stated that her interest was in respect of being a recipient of the service.

C.218/04
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(a)
The Mayor  

(i)
Pursuant to Minute C.198/04(ii) the Mayor reported the receipt of a letter from Colonel Strickland, a copy of which had been circulated, which updated Members of the Council on the position with regard to the ongoing negotiations on the future of the Kings Own Royal Border Regiment and the efforts to retain the name “Border” in the title of any new regiment.

(ii) The Mayor reported on 3 events which had been arranged in connection with the Mayor’s Charity.  The events were a Ladies Lunch and Flower Demonstration at the Fantails Restaurant, Wetheral on Tuesday 30th November at 12 noon, a Country & Western Evening at Pirelli’s, Dalston Road, on Saturday 22nd January at 7:30 pm and a Concert by the City of Carlisle Orchestra in St Cuthbert’s Church on Tuesday 7th December at 8:00 pm.  The Mayor added that any Members able to support the events would be welcomed.

The 3 group leaders to consider the matter of a response to the letter from Colonel Strickland with regards to the future of the Kings Own Royal Border Regiment and consider whether a combined response should be sent from the City Council.

(b)      Leader of the City Council

Further to Minute C.160/04(b)(2) and C.198/04, the Leader indicated that he had written to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister with regard to the inclusion of Carlisle in the list of 8 significant cities within the North-West which would be seen as a driving force in the Northern Way and developing the Northern Region, but he had not yet had a reply from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister.  He expressed his concerns that he had not received any response, but added that he would follow up his initial letter with a reminder.

(c) Members of the Executive

The Portfolio Holder for Health & Community Activities reported that Mark Beveridge, the Head of Culture, Leisure and Sport, was not in attendance at the meeting as he had been invited to take part in a study tour of Japan to study the culture and systems of local government in Japan.  He added that this was a great honour for Mr Beveridge and for the City Council and he looked forward to receiving feedback from Mr Beveridge on the outcome of his tour and the return visit from Japanese representatives which would be arranged in the future.

(d)
Town Clerk and Chief Executive

There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

(e) Councillor Morton

With the agreement of the Mayor, Councillor Morton issued a personal statement to Council.  Councillor Morton reported that he had been the subject of a complaint to the effect that he had failed to declare an interest in a planning application.  The complaint had been investigated by the Standards Board for England.  Councillor Morton felt that the complaint was inaccurate and contained errors, although he did not deny not making the declaration.  The Standards Board for England had found that he had breached the Code by failing to disclose the existence and nature of his personal interest at the meeting.  However, the Ethical Standards Officer had considered that Councillor Morton’s interest was not so significant that it was likely to prejudice his judgement of the public interest and had therefore found that no action needed to be taken.  Councillor Morton expressed concern that the complainant in this matter could remains anonymous.  Councillor Morton submitted his apologies for any inconvenience this matter may have caused other Members and officers and felt it shameful if the trouble which had been caused to himself and his family was as a result of party political point scoring.  He was sorry that the report in the Evening News and Star was not correct as the article indicated that he had been reprimanded, whereas the Ethical Standards Officer had found that there was no need for further action.

C.219/04
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS

Pursuant to Procedure Rules 10.1 and 10.11, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions or petitions had been submitted by members of the public.

C.220/04       QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice by Members of the City Council.

C.221/04       EXECUTIVE 

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11, Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Firth seconded the receipt of the minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 16th September, 11th October and 8th November 2004.  Councillor Firth moved and it was seconded that the minutes of the meeting of the Executive held on 13th October be received and adopted.  Members questioned the Leader and Portfolio Holder on details of the above minutes.

Declaration of interest.  Councillor Mrs Mallinson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute EX.210/04 Grass Cutting Service – Review.  She stated that her interest was as a Board Member of the Carlisle Housing Association.

RESOLVED – 

(1)     That the minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 16th September, 11th and 13th October and 8th November 2004 be received and adopted.

(2)
That pursuant to Minute EX.212/04 Back Lanes, Repairs to Adopted and Unadopted Back Lanes, the Portfolio Holder for Environment Infrastructure and Transport confirmed that, subject to the County Council providing funding to fund repairs to adopted and unadopted back lanes in the current financial year, he would look to match that funding in the current financial year for repairs to unadopted and adopted lanes listed as ‘priority 1’.  However, as the County Council were legally responsible, any actions would be subject to the County Council providing an element of the funding.

C.222/04
PORTFOLIO HOLDERS REPORTS

Copies of reports from the following Portfolio Holders were circulated prior to the meeting:

i) Health and Community Activities

ii) Corporate Resources

iii) Policy Performance Management Finance & Resources

iv) Promoting Carlisle

v) Economic Prosperity

vi) Environment Infrastructure and Transport

Members questioned individual Portfolio Holders on their reports.

RESOLVED

(1)
That further to the arrangements for an all-party delegation to meet with the Carlisle Housing Association as identified in the Portfolio Holder for Environment Infrastructure and Transport Report it be noted that the meeting had been arranged for the 1st December 2004 at 3:30 pm with Councillors Bloxham, Graham, Boaden and Mrs Farmer being the City Council representation. That a pre-meeting for City Council representatives being held in the Civic Centre at 2:30 pm.

Declaration of Interest – Councillor Im Thurn declared a personal interest which was also prejudicial in the discussion which arose under the Portfolio Holders Report for Health and Community Activities relating to the Carlisle Law Centre’s success in winning an award as part of the Lottery 10-year celebration.  Councillor Im Thurn stated that his interest was in respect of his employment at the Law Centre.

C.223/04
OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY MINUTES AND CHAIRMANS’ REPORTS

(a) Overview & Scrutiny Management Committee

Councillor Jefferson moved and it was seconded that the minutes of the meeting of the Overview & Scrutiny Management Committee held on 30th September 2004 be received and adopted.  Councillor Jefferson also presented his Chairman’s Report.  

In response to Members’ questions, Councillor Jefferson commented on the work of the Overview & Scrutiny Committee and its relationship with the Executive and also on the role of the Town Clerk and Chief Executive in forwarding the views of the Overview & Scrutiny Committee onto the Executive.

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting of the Overview & Scrutiny Management Committee held on 30th September, together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(b) Overview & Scrutiny Committee Community

Councillor Boaden moved and it was seconded that the minutes of the meetings of the Overview & Scrutiny Committee Community held on 7th and 26th October 2004 be received and adopted.  Councillor Boaden also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meetings of the Overview & Scrutiny Committee Community held on 7th and 26th October 2004, together with the Chairman’s Report, be received and adopted.

(c) Corporate Resources Overview & Scrutiny Committee

Councillor Guest moved the minutes of the meeting of the Corporate Resources Overview & Scrutiny Committee held on 14th October 2004.  Councillor Prest moved the minutes of the meeting of the Corporate Resources Overview & Scrutiny Committee held on 5th October 2004.  Councillor Mrs Bradley moved the minutes of the Corporate Resources Overview & Scrutiny Committee held on 4th November 2004.  The minutes of the meetings were seconded.  Councillor Guest also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meetings of the Corporate Resources Overview & Scrutiny Committee held on 5th and 14th October and 4th November 2004, together with the Chairman’s Report, be received and adopted.

(d) Overview & Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure

Councillor Mrs Mallinson moved and it was seconded that the minutes of the meetings of the Overview & Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 9th September, 21st October 2004 be received and adopted.  Councillor Mrs Mallinson also presented her Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meetings of the Overview & Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 9th September and 21st October 2004, together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

C.224/04
LICENSING AND REGULATORY PANEL

Councillor Morton moved and it was seconded that the minutes of the meetings of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel held on 15th September and 20th October 2004 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meetings of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel held on 15th September and 20th October 2004 be received and adopted.

C.225/04
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier moved and it was seconded that the minutes of the meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 6th and 8th October 2004 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 6th and 8th October 2004 be received and adopted.

C.226/04
EMPLOYMENT PANEL

Councillor Firth moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the receipt and adoption of the minutes of the meetings of the Employment Panel held on 28th September and 21st October 2004.

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meetings of the Employment Panel held on 28th September and 21st October 2004 be received and adopted.

C.227/04
APPEALS PANEL

Councillor Weedall moved and it was seconded that the minutes of the meeting of Appeals Panel 3 held on 20th October 2004 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting of Appeals Panel 3 held on 20th October 2004 be received and adopted.

C.228/04
NOTICE OF MOTION

a)
Carlisle Airport

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported receipt of the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Stockdale:

“ Carlisle City Council recognises the importance of a viable and commercial airport to the local economy and tourism in Cumbria.  We therefore call upon the Executive to convene a meeting on how to progress and develop commercial flights from Carlisle Airport.

The list of invitees should include all Members of Parliament representing Cumbria and South-West Scotland, the MEP with responsibility for Cumbria, the six District Councils, Cumbria County Council, major companies in Cumbria and the South of Scotland, the various development agencies, and the operator of the airport. ”

The motion was seconded by Councillor Hendry.

Councillor Mrs Bowman moved and Councillor Firth seconded an amendment to Councillor Stockdale’s motion so that the motion would read:

“ Carlisle City Council recognises the importance of a viable and commercial airport to the local economy and tourism in Cumbria.  We will, therefore, continue to take the lead in bringing together all interested parties. “

Following discussion and voting thereon, the amendment of Councillor Mrs Bowman was lost.  

Following further discussion on the motion, and at the request for a withdrawal from the Leader, Councillor Stockdale as mover of the motion, agreed that the motion should stand deferred until the next ordinary meeting of Council to enable a cross party meeting of Councillors and Officers to take place to discuss the various options and agree the best way for the Council to take forward the issue of Carlisle Airport before discussing the matter further with the owner and other interested parties.

(b)
Sporting Activities

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Boaden:

“ The Carlisle City Council calls upon the Executive to:


i) Look at how the sporting activities presently using the Main Hall at the Sands Centre could be transferred out into the Community (i.e. using community centres and schools, etc).


ii) If it is possible to transfer the sporting activities out of the Main Hall, to then investigate the option of using the Main Hall solely for events and shows and, particularly, how the Main Hall could be better adapted for live theatre, and at what cost.


iii) Fund the proposed investigation from the £25,000 unused allocation for the Lonsdale Feasibility Study. “

The motion was seconded by Councillor Weber.  

Following some considerable discussion Councillor Stevenson moved, pursuant to Procedure Rule 14(10)(e), that the question now be put.  Following voting thereon the motion of Councillor Stevenson was lost.  

Following further discussion on the matter and in accordance with Procedure Rule 17.4, Councillor Bloxham supported by one-fourth of the Members present, moved that the vote on this item of business be recorded.

Members voted as follows:

For Councillor Boaden’s motion:

Councillors Atkinson, Boaden, Mrs Bradley, Mrs Glendinning, Glover, Hendry, Im Thurn, Martlew, McDevitt, Ms Patrick, Ms Quilter, Mrs Rutherford, Rutherford (K), Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stockdale, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Tootle, Warwick, Ms Watson, Weber, Weedall and Wilson

Against Councillor Boaden’s motion:

The Mayor (Councillor Aldersey), Councillor Mrs Fisher, Allison, Bloxham, Mrs Bowman, Bowman (S), Collier, Mrs Crookdake, Dodd, Earp, Mrs Farmer, Farmer (P), Firth, Mrs Geddes, Graham, Guest, Hodgson, Jefferson, Knapton, Mrs Mallinson, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Mrs Prest, Stevenson and Toole.

Councillor Boaden’s motion was therefore lost.

C.229/04
DURATION OF MEETING

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 9, Councillor Parsons moved and it was agreed that the meeting should continue beyond 9:45 pm to enable the remaining items of business to be considered at the meeting.

C.230/04
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION TO THE



COUNCIL’S BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK

(i)
Talkin Tarn


Pursuant to Minute EX.209/04, Councillor Bloxham moved a recommendation from the Executive that the City Council proceed with the transfer of Talkin Tarn Estate from the County Council to the City Council and the transfer take place at the beginning of the 2005/06 financial year subject to the budget being approved.

Councillor Mitchelson seconded the motion.


Councillor Allison moved an amendment to Councillor Bloxham’s motion as follows:

“ Whilst agreeing with the principle of transferring Talkin Tarn as a public amenity, the City Council will not enter into an irrevocable agreement with the County Council until:

a)   The blue-green algae problem on the Tarn, identified in the Consultant’s report, is comprehensively addressed.  This is fundamental to the project.

Then:


b) The business case is made more robust with:

· Stage G costings as proposed.
· Potential revenue sources more clearly identified.
· Evidence of commitment from the capital grant sources. “
Councillor Bradley moved a further amendment to Councillor Bloxham’s motion that:

Delete all the words after “City Council” and substitute:

“ That the City Council:


1. Defers any decision on the transfer of the Talkin Tarn Estate, 

pending:


(a)  Further negotiations with Cumbria County Council to ensure the inclusion of the Tarn End Hotel in the transfer, as detailed in Executive Minute EX.195/03, confirmed in the Council Minute C.151/03(d), and outlined in the separate letters from the former Chief Executive and from Councillor Mitchelson as Council Leader to the County Council, appended to Report CLS.58/03.

(b)  More detailed investigation of the costs of treatment and of future management of the lake, given the stated difficulties of dealing with the problem and the health and safety concerns.

(c)  The production of a detailed business plan.

(d)  More detailed reports on potential revenue costs.

(e)  More detailed reports on any potential obligations as outlined in paragraphs 2.1 and 2.2 of Report P.23/04.

2. Request that all the above are brought before the Executive and Community Overview & Scrutiny Committee for consideration. “

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 13.1(l), Councillor Guest moved that the meeting be adjourned to enable the movers of the amendments to consider whether the 2 amendments could be joined into one composite amendment.  The meeting then adjourned at 9:45 pm.


The meeting reconvened at 10:00 pm.


Councillor Allison indicated that, following discussion between the movers of the amendments, it had been agreed that the amendments would be withdrawn and replaced by one composite amendment.  Councillor Allison then moved following an amendment to the motion of Councillor Bloxham.


“ Delete all after ‘City Council’ and substitute:  


That the City Council:


1.  
Defers any decision on the transfer of the Talkin Tarn Estate, 




pending:

a)    Further negotiations with Cumbria County Council to ensure the inclusion of the Tarn End Hotel in the transfer, as detailed in the Executive Minute EX.195/03, confirmed in the Council Minute C.151/03(d) and outlined in the separate letters from the former Chief Executive and from Councillor Mitchelson as Council Leader to the County Council, appended to Report CLS.58/03.


b)
More detailed investigation of the costs of treatment and of future management of the lake, given the stated difficulties of dealing with the problem of Blue Algae and the Health and Safety concerns.


c)
The production of a detailed business plan based on Stage G costing; using an independent consultancy if necessary.

d)
More detailed reports on potential revenue costs and income.

e)
More detailed reports on any potential obligations as outlined in paragraph 2.1 and 2.2 of Report P.23/04.

f)
Evidence of commitment from capital grant sources.

2.
Request that all the above are brought before the Executive and all 3 Overview and Scrutiny Committees for consideration. “


The amendment was seconded by Councillor Bradley.


In accordance with Procedure Rule 17.4, Councillor Bloxham, supported by one-fourth of the Members present, requested that the vote on the composite amendment moved by Councillor Allison be recorded.


For Councillor Allison’s composite amendment - The Mayor, (Councillor Aldersey), Councillors Allison, Atkinson, Boaden, Mrs Bradley, Mrs Farmer, Farmer (P), Mrs Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Guest, Hendry, Hodgson, Im Thurn, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Ms Patrick, Ms Quilter, Mrs Rutherford, Rutherford (K), Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stockdale, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Tootle, Warwick, Ms Watson, Weber, Weedall and Wilson.


Against Councillor Allison’s composite amendment – Councillor Bloxham, Mrs Bowman, Bowman (S), Collier, Mrs Crookdake, Dodd, Earp, Firth, Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Jefferson, Knapton, Mrs Mallinson, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Mrs Prest, Stevenson, Toole.


The amendment was therefore carried and was considered as the substantive motion.


In accordance with Procedure Rule 17.4, Councillor Bloxham, supported by one-fourth of the Members present, moved that the voting on the substantive motion should be recorded.


Voting for the substantive motion, as moved by Councillor Allison:


The Mayor (Councillor Aldersey), Councillors Allison, Atkinson, Boaden, Mrs Bradley, Mrs Farmer, Farmer (P), Mrs Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Guest, Hendry, Hodgson, Im Thurn, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Ms Patrick, Ms Quilter, Mrs Rutherford, Rutherford (K), Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stockdale, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Tootle, Warwick, Ms Watson, Weber, Weedall and Wilson


Against the substantive motion, as moved by Councillor Allison:


Councillors Bloxham, Mrs Bowman, Bowman (S), Collier, Mrs Crookdake, Dodd, Earp, Firth, Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Jefferson, Knapton, Mrs Mallinson, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Mrs Prest, Stevenson and Toole.


The substantive motion as set out below was therefore agreed:


“ That the City Council:

1. Defers any decision on the transfer of the Talkin Tarn Estate, 

pending:


a)
Further negotiations with Cumbria County Council to ensure the inclusion of the Tarn End Hotel in the transfer, as detailed in the Executive Minute EX.195/03, confirmed in the Council minutes C.151/03(d) and outlined in the separate letters from the former Chief Executive and from Councillor Mitchelson as Council Leader to the County Council, appended to Report CLS.58/03.


b)
More detailed investigation of the cost of treatment and of future management of the lake, given the stated difficulties of dealing with the problems of Blue Algae and the Health and Safety concerns.


c)
The production of a detailed business plan based on Stage G costing; using an independent consultancy if necessary.


d)
More detailed reports on potential revenue costs and income.


e)
More detailed reports on any potential obligations as outlined in paragraphs 2.1. and 2.2 of Report P.23/04.


f)
Evidence of commitment from capital grant sources.


2.
Request that all the above are brought before the Executive and all 3 Overview and Scrutiny Committees for consideration.

(ii)
Capital Programme 2004/04 – Property Assets

Pursuant to Minute EX.207/04, consideration was given to a report of the Head of Property Services (PS.26/04) regarding progress on the Council’s 2004/05 Capital Programme.  


Councillor Firth moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded that "the City Council release the sum of £200,000 from the Asset Investment Fund to finance the second phase of the programme for repairs and associated works to the industrial estates.  The Council to also note that the £1,175,000 resources allocated in the 2004/05 Capital Programme for Leabourne Road, Newark Terrace and Parkhouse Electricity Supply are not now required."


RESOLVED – That the motion of Councillor Firth be agreed.

(iii)
Joint Protocol on Responding to Unauthorised Gypsy and Traveller Encampments


Pursuant to Minute EX.215/04, consideration was given to a report of the Head of Environmental Protection Services (EPS.55/04) regarding a joint protocol on responding to unauthorised gypsy and traveller encampments.  


Councillor Bloxham moved, Councillor Mitchelson seconded, and it was:


RESOLVED – That the Joint Protocol for Responding to Unauthorised Gypsy and Traveller Encampments, as set out in Report EPS.55/04, be adopted.

C.231/04
MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL – PENSION PROVISION

Consideration was given to a report of the Head of Member Support and Employee Services (ME.37/04) setting out a reference from the Independent Remuneration Panel relating to the provision of Pensions for Councillors.  Members were informed that the Independent Remuneration Panel had recommended that City Councillors should not be entered into the Local Government Pension Scheme in 2005/06, but had agreed that the matter should be reviewed on an annual basis. 

RESOLVED – That the Independent Remuneration Panel’s recommendation that City Councillors should not be entered into the Local Government Pension Scheme for 2005/06 be noted and the matter be further considered on an annual basis.

C.232/04
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Pursuant to Minute C.169/04(7), consideration was given to a report of the Head of Finance (FS.39/04) with regard to the statement of accounts for 2003/04 audit issues.  The Head of Finance had also circulated an amended version of the Audit Commission (SAS.610) Report, together with the extracts of the minutes of the meeting of the Corporate Resources Overview & Scrutiny Committee held on 22nd November 2004 relating to that item.  The Corporate Resources Overview & Scrutiny Committee had approved the Audit Commission’s SAS.610 Statement (as amended) and the adjustments required to the Council’s 2003/04 statement of accounts as detailed in Appendix 3 to the Audit Commission’s SAS.610 statement (as amended) were submitted to full Council for approval.

Councillor Firth moved, Councillor Mitchelson seconded, and it was AGREED that the adjustments to the Council’s 2003/04 statement of accounts, as detailed in Appendix 3 to the Audit Commission’s SAS.610 statement (as amended) be approved, it being noted that the full revised statements would be produced and published as soon as possible.

C.233/04
FAIR TRADE CITY

Pursuant to Minute C.129/04, consideration was given to a report from the Head of Legal and Democratic Services (LDS.52/04) regarding the resolution passed by the City Council on 1 June 2004 relating to Fair Trade City.  Following the passing of the above resolution, the Fair Trade City Group had requested the Council to consider passing a more strongly worded resolution which the group could use in submitting their application for Fair Trade City status.  Councillor Mitchelson moved, Councillor Firth seconded, and the following resolution was AGREED:

“ Carlisle City Council welcomes the initiative by the Carlisle Fair Trade Group to encourage the use of Fair Trade goods, and notes that the Council, as an important consumer and opinion leader, should research, develop and support a strategy to facilitate fair trade where appropriate as part of its commitment to Local Agenda 21 and in pursuit of sustainable development.  Carlisle City Council would support the campaign for the City to be recognised by the residents and business community, suppliers, employees and other local authorities as a City that actively supports and promotes Fair Trade and to increase the sale of products with the Fair Trade mark.

Carlisle City Council resolves to contribute to the campaign to increase sales of products with the Fair Trade mark by supporting the Carlisle Fair Trade City Group’s application to achieve Fair Trade status for Carlisle, as detailed in the Fair Trade Foundation’s Fair Trade Towns Initiative.

The initiative involves a commitment to:

· Widely offer Fair Trade marked food and drink options internally and make them available for internal meetings;


· Promote the Fair Trade mark using Fair Trade Foundation materials in refreshment areas and promoting the Fair Trade Towns Initiative in internal communications and external newsletters;


· Use influence towards local retailers to provide Fair Trade options for residents and urge local businesses to offer Fair Trade options to their staff and promote the Fair Trade mark internally;

· To engage in a media campaign to publicise the Fair Trade Towns Initiative;

· To allocate responsibility to the Head of Legal and Democratic Services for the progression of Fair Trade Towns Initiative;

· To support events staged by the Carlisle Fair Trade City Group during national Fair Trade fortnight.

C.234/04
NOMINATIONS TO COMMITTEES

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of notification of the following change of Labour Group representation on committees:

Councillor H McDevitt to replace Councillor Mrs Styth as a substitute on Community Overview & Scrutiny;

Councillor Mrs Southward to replace Councillor Hendry as a substitute on Infrastructure Overview & Scrutiny.

RESOLVED – That the changes in Labour Group representation on committees as set out above be noted and agreed.

C.235/04
COMMUNICATIONS

There were no further communications which the Mayor wished to bring to the attention of Council.

C.236/04
PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED - That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the Paragraph Number (as indicated in brackets against each Minute) of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Local Government Act.  

C.237/04
GIS IMPLEMENTATION

(Public and press excluded by virtue of paragraph 8)  

Pursuant to Minute EX.230/04, consideration was given to a report from the Head of Planning Services (P.51/04) seeking the release of the remaining GIS funds in the Capital Programme and recommending a two-stage tender process for the procurement of a single data capture contract.

Councillor Bloxham moved, Councillor Mitchelson seconded, and it was AGREED:

1)
That the remaining GIS funding in the Capital Programme amounting to capital costs of £69,150, data capture £196,900 be released.

2)
That a two-stage tender process, as detailed in Report P.52/04, be approved to procure a single data capture contract for the Authority.

C.238/04
TRANSFER OF TALKIN TARN ESTATE



(Public and press excluded by virtue of paragraph 7 and 9)

A copy of the report from the Head of Property Services (PS.23(b)/04) setting out the terms of transfer, construction, capital costs and revenue estimates, relating to the transfer of the Talkin Tarn Estate, was circulated.

RESOLVED – That in view of the Council's earlier decision relating to the Transfer of the Tarn, the report be noted.

C.239/04
TOWN CLERK AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE



(Public and press excluded by virtue of paragraph 1)

Pursuant to Minute EMP.26/04, consideration was given to a report of the Head of Member Support and Employee Services regarding a recommendation from the Employment Panel.  It was recommended that the salary for the post of Town Clerk and Chief Executive should be raised to a package equivalent to £100,000.

Councillor Firth moved, Councillor Mitchelson seconded, that the salary for the post of Town Clerk and Chief Executive at £82,494 at the bottom of the range rising through 5 points to £91,660 plus a car allowance of 9.1% salary to be inclusive of local election fees and a 2.75% anticipated pay award for 2004.

Councillor Glover moved and Councillor Weber seconded, an amendment as follows:

“ The salary range to remain at the current level (£74,148-£81,564) as stated in Section 2 of the above report but that the car allowance should be increased from 8.75% to 9.1% of salary, to bring this in line with Executive Directors. “

Following discussion and voting thereon the amendment of Councillor Glover as set out above was agreed following further voting on the substantive motion as set out above, was agreed.

(The meeting ended at 10:55 pm)

