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7 July 2008

Dear Sir/Madam

RE:
COUNCIL MEETING – TUESDAY, 15 JULY 2008 AT 6.45 PM

You are summoned to attend the meeting of Carlisle City Council, which will be held at 6.45 pm on Tuesday, 15 July 2008 in the Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Carlisle.

A G E N D A

1.
The Mayor will invite the Chaplain to the City Council to open the meeting with prayers.

2.
The Town Clerk and Chief Executive will call the roll.

3.
Minutes

The Council will be asked to receive the Minutes of the meetings of the City Council held on 29 April, 19 May and 26 June 2008.

4.
Public and Press

To determine whether any of the items of business within Part A of the Agenda should be dealt with when the public and press are excluded from the meeting.


To determine whether any of the items of business within Part B of the Agenda should be dealt with when the public and press are present.

5.
Declarations of Interest

Members are invited to declare any personal interests and any personal interests which are also prejudicial, relating to any item on the Agenda, at this stage.

6.
Announcements

(i)
To receive any announcements from the Mayor


(ii)
To receive any announcements from the Leader of the Council


(iii)
To receive any announcements from Members of the Executive


(iv)
To receive any announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive

7.
Questions by Members of the Public

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report that no questions have been submitted on notice by members of the public.

8.
Presentation of Petitions and Deputations

(a)
Petition

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.11, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report the receipt of a Petition submitted by Mr Whalen calling upon the Council to petition the Government to bring back the responsibility of providing housing and accommodation for those in need (Council Housing) to replace an unelected, 

non accountable Housing Association to the electorate. 

As the Petition was signed by 30 registered electors in the district, a representative of the petitioners has been invited to address the Council on the subject of the Petition.

(Copy of sample page of Petition herewith)

(b) Report
To consider a report by the Director of Development Services on the subject of the above Petition.

(Copy Report DS.83/08 herewith)

9.
Questions from Members of the Council
(i) Street Cleaning

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report the receipt of the following question submitted on notice by Councillor Tootle.

“Several months ago I raised in Council the issue of street cleaning.  I suggested asking residents to move vehicles from on street parking, with a view to early morning street cleaning on a regular basis.

The streets are very dirty, and the opportunity in terraced areas is limited for an effective clean.  I was told that there was already an on-going programme to do just this.  Could I have an update on the situation in Castle Ward, which streets have been cleaned, and when?

I would offer again to the Portfolio Holder, the full assistance of the Ward Councillors in Castle in leafleting or door knocking, to ask for residents 

co-operation in the cleansing efforts.”

(ii) Tourism Review

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report the receipt of the following question submitted on notice by Councillor Boaden

“To ask the Leader of the Council whether he agrees with the comments of Bryan Gray, Chair of the North West Development Agency, who said in a recent letter about the City Council Tourism Review that :-

“I am however concerned that the primary driver for change appears to be governed by the City Council’s requirement to achieve operational savings.  The prominence of this largely masks any clear policy direction within the paper.  I believe the paper should, first and foremost, outline a clear ambition and position for Carlisle’s tourism industry.  Taking its lead from this report would then identify clear objectives and be explicit about the costs and benefits of those. It would then be possible to give careful thought to the most effective action that can be taken in pursuit of these objectives.  At present I find it difficult to see the ‘big ticket’ ideas that would secure a vibrant and prosperous future for the City’s tourism economy.”

10.
Executive

The Council will be asked to receive the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 21 April, 29 May, 23 and 30 June 2008 and receive reports from the following Portfolio Holders:


(i)
Learning and Development


(ii)
Finance and Performance Management


(iii)
Economic Development and Enterprise


(iv)
Promoting Carlisle* 


(v)
Health and Communities


(vi)
Environment and Infrastructure


and ask questions of the Leader and Portfolio Holders on those Minutes and Reports.


(Copy Reports herewith/to follow*)

11.
Overview and Scrutiny Minutes and Chairman's Report

The Council will be asked to receive the Minutes from the following meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee and Overview and Scrutiny Committees and to ask questions of the Chairman and receive reports from the Chairmen of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees:


(i)
Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 17 April 2008


(ii)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on  19 May and 5 June 2008, together with the Chairman's report


(iii)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources held on 19 May and 12 June 2008, together with the Chairman's report


(iv)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 19 May and 19 June 2008, together with the Chairman's report.



(Copy Reports herewith)

12.
Regulatory Panel

To receive the Minutes of the meetings of the Regulatory Panel held on 28 May  2008.

13.
Licensing Committee

To receive the Minutes of the meetings of the Licensing Committee held on       19 May and 28 May 2008.

14.
Development Control Committee

To receive the Minutes of the meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 23 and 25 April and 28 and 30 May 2008.

15.
Appeals Panel

To receive the Minutes of the meetings of the Appeals Panel held on 16 April 2008.

16.
Standards Committee

To receive the Minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 5 and 24 June 2008.

17.
Audit Committee

To receive the Minutes of the meeting of the Audit Committee held on 23 June 2008.

18.
Notice of Motion

(i)
Contract for the delivery of Post Office Card Account 2


Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report the receipt of the following Motion submitted on notice by Councillor Stevenson:


“This Council:

· Notes that 4 million people (which includes many in the Carlisle area) use the post office Card Account making around 6.5 million visits to Post Offices each week;

· Agrees that people should have the right to choose to continue to claim their pensions and benefits at the Post Office;

· Agrees that the Post Office is best placed to continue to provide this service through its unrivalled geographical reach, its status as the trusted brand and its ability to provide a seamless transition for customers;

· Notes that if the Post Office Card Account 2 contract is not awarded to Post Office Ltd around 3,000 further Post Offices (which will include several in the Carlisle area) will be forced out of business and the entire network will begin to unravel through mass unplanned closures.

The Council resolves:

1. That the Government should make every effort to provide a stable and viable Post Office network supporting local communities and, as a first step, award the Post Office Card Account 2 to Post Office Ltd.

2. That the Executive instructs the Chief Executive to write to the Prime Minister and to John Hutton, Secretary of State for Trade and Industry, urging the Government to award the Post Office Card Account 2 contract to Post Office Ltd.

3. That the Executive instructs the Chief Executive to write to this City’s MP’s to ask that they write to the Prime Minister and the Secretary of State in support of awarding the Post Office Card Account 2 contract to Post Office Ltd.”

(ii) Lonsdale Site – Warwick Road/Mary Street

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report the receipt of the following Motion submitted on notice by Councillor Glover:

“This Council notes that, at its meeting on 28 June 2007, the Council agreed to not only assess the potential to establish a Theatre/Arts Centre on the Lonsdale site but also agreed to consider the future of the ‘associated facilities in the Warwick Road/Mary Street area as part of a mixed use development’.

It further notes with concern that it appears that the Executive have made no attempt to properly implement in full the terms of this resolution and that the Post Office building is now vacant, along with the other neighbouring buildings at the top of Warwick Road.

Therefore the Council calls upon the Executive, as a matter of urgency, to instigate the necessary work to undertake the broader study of options for this area and report back to the Council at its meeting in September 2008.”

19.
Proposals from the Executive in Relation to the Council's Budget and


Policy Framework

(i)
EX.125/08 and EX.156/08 – Tullie House Governance Options and Development Plan

Pursuant to Minute EX.125/08 and EX.156/08 to consider a recommendation from the Executive that Council approve an initial budget of £50,000 to progress the first stage of work in developing options to devolve the Museum Service to a Trust.


(Copy Report CS.47/08 and Minute Extracts herewith)

(ii)
EX.139/08 – Implementing Pay and Workforce Strategy Project

Pursuant to Minute EX.139/08 to consider a recommendation from the Executive that the Council release £127,000 from the earmarked funds to provide temporary resources, as set out in the above Minute, to enable progress with the implementation of the Council’s Pay and Workforce Strategy.


(Copy Report PPP.67/08 and Minute Extract herewith)


(iii)
EX.150/08 – Supplementary Planning Documents

Pursuant to Minute EX.150/08 to consider a recommendation from the Executive that the draft Supplementary Planning Documents relating to; Achieving well designed housing, Designing out crime, Planning applications and Trees on development sites be approved prior to the draft Supplementary Planning Documents being submitted for consultation.


(Copy Report DS.89/08 and Minute Extracts herewith)


(iv)
EX.124/08 and EX.153/08 – Families Hostel Replacement Project

Pursuant to Minute EX.124/08 and EX.153/08 to consider a recommendation from the Executive that the City Council approve the following proposed Capital Scheme for the Hostel Replacement totalling £3.9 million in 2008/09 to 2010/11 to be funded as follows:

(a) The Government Grant £1.89 million with attached conditions.

(b) Confirm the allocation of £400,000 Regional Housing Board Grant from 2007/08 which had already been agreed under Minute EX.334/07.

(c) Confirm the allocation and release of £750,000 from the £1,250,000 Housing Strategy Budget in 2008/09 and agree the re-profiling of this amount to 2009/10.

(d) The commitment of £400,000 from the Regional Housing Board Grant for 2009/10.

(e) Confirm the decision to sell and ring fence the capital receipt (assumed to be £450,000) from the London Road hostel (EX.334/07 refers).

(f) The allocation of interim funding from the Capital Programme for 2010/11 in the event of a delay in selling the existing hostel, the capital receipt from which will be subsequently credited back to the programme fundings.

(Copy Report DS.90/08 and Minute Extract herewith)

(v) 
EX.154/08 - Homelessness Strategy

Pursuant to EX.154/08 to consider a recommendation from the Executive that the City Council approve the Homelessness Strategy document as set out in the attached Report.

(Copy Report DS.92/08 and Minute Extract herewith)


(vi)
EX.158/08 – Food Service Plan


Pursuant to Minute EX.158/08 to consider a recommendation from the Executive that the Food Service Plan for 2008/09 as set out in the attached Report be approved.


(Copy Report CS.49/08 and Minute Extract herewith)

(vii) EX.169/08 – Amendment to Council Framework for Member Training

(a)
Learning Credit Scheme

Pursuant to Minute EX.169/08 to consider a recommendation from the Executive that the City Council agree to the replacement of the “Scale of Involvement” within the framework for Members Learning and Development by a new “Learning Credit Scheme” as part of a number of proposals to address problems in the Council framework for Member training.

(Copy Report PPP.66/08 and Minute Extract herewith)

(b) Member Learning and Development Group



Following the meeting of the Executive a meeting of the Member Learning and Development Group was held to scrutinise the proposals.  The Member Learning and Development Group have submitted their recommendations and these are set out on the amended version of Appendix 2 which is enclosed.



(Amended Appendix 2 herewith)

20.
Representations on Outside Bodies

To consider a report of the Director of Legal and Democratic Services regarding appointment of Representatives to Outside Bodies.


(Copy report LDS.33/08)

21.
Communications


To receive and consider communications and to deal with such other business as may be brought forward by the Mayor as a matter of urgency, in accordance with Procedure Rule 2.1(xiv) to pass such resolution or resolutions thereon as may be considered expedient or desirable.

PART 'B'
To be considered in private

22. Gypsy and Traveller Site Provision
Pursuant to Minute EX.142/08 and EX.171/08, to consider a recommendation from the Executive that the Council agree to the release of allocated funding of £100,000 for housing provision to enable preparation work to be undertaken. 

(Copy Report LDS.93/08 and Minute extract herewith)

23.
East Cumbria Countryside Project

Pursuant to Minute EX.172/08 to consider a recommendation from the Executive that the City Council approve a supplementary estimate to fund the costs associated with addressing the challenges facing the East Countryside Project.

(Copy Report CS.50/08 and Minute Extract herewith)

24. 
Standards Committee – Appointment of Independent Member
To consider a recommendation from the Standards Committee regarding the appointment of an Independent Member to serve on the Standards Committee.

(Copy Report LDS.51/08 and Minute extract herewith)

Yours faithfully

Director of Legal and Democratic Services
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