Community and Housing Recovery Group

Criteria for vulnerability

Test of Resources (means test)

Definition: The test of resources is a method of calculating whether or not a person can afford to carry out the remedial works to their property from their own income/savings. Certain allowances, laid down by Government, identify how much a household needs to live on each week. This is called the Applicable Amount. This Applicable Amount is compared to the money coming into the household, including a notional income from savings.

In this instance ‘vulnerable’ includes those who are: - 

                      Unemployed

                      In receipt of a low wage

                      On prescribed benefits

                      Or would suffer hardship due to personal circumstances

                      Elderly

                      Disabled.

Definition: 'Registered Disabled, or entitled to be so registered'. A person does not have to be officially registered as disabled, but would have to have a condition that would entitle them to be so registered. If they have an illness that would not entitle them to be registered, then they would not fall into the 'vulnerability criteria'.

This test of resources would apply to the work to be undertaken around Decent Homes (2) and Uninsured properties (3) only.

For the pilot flood resilience work there will be no test of resources but there will be a maximum contribution from the £1.5m of £5,000
 per property.

� The pilot process is being developed but will include a survey of the property with basic works to front and back doors and air grates to the sub-floor space only.





