EXECUTIVE

MONDAY, 5 NOVEMBER 2001 AT 2.00 PM

PRESENT:


Councillor Mitchelson (Chairman) (Leader and Promoting Carlisle Portfolio)

Councillor Firth (Deputy Leader and Economic Prosperity Portfolio)

Councillor Bloxham (Health and Wellbeing Portfolio)

Councillor L Fisher (Strategy and Performance Portfolio)

Councillor Geddes (Corporate Resources Portfolio)

Councillor Pattinson (Community Activities Portfolio)

Councillor G Prest (Infrastructure Environment and Transport Portfolio)

Councillor Stevenson (Finance and Resources Portfolio)

ALSO PRESENT:   

Councillors Guest, Jefferson, E Mallinson, C Rutherford and Weber attended the meeting as observers.

MINUTES

The Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 18 September and 15 October 2001 were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

CHAIRMAN'S REMARKS
The Chairman referred to the Fire Show held in Bitts Park on 3 November 2001 and asked the Director of Leisure to pass on the Executive's appreciation for the work carried out by members of his staff, and in particular Gill Burns, in organising such a successful event which had proved to be as popular as ever with the public.

EX.43/01:

AUDIT REPORT ON PUBLIC CONVENIENCES (Key Decision)

Portfolio

Infrastructure, Environment and Transport

Subject Matter

To consider a report from the Director of Environment and Development (EN.176/01) detailing action taken to address the findings of an Internal Audit Report on public conveniences which had identified the following three areas for investigation:-

(a)
the operational cost of the Devonshire Walk car park automatic convenience, which was high in relation to the number of users;

(b)
the partnership arrangements with National Express and Stagecoach Cumbria, which should be investigated because of the prolonged closure of the Bus Station conveniences due to vandalism;

(c)
the Public Conveniences budget is inadequately funded to meet the cost of maintenance and repair.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That Councillor G Prest, Portfolio Holder for Infrastructure, Environment and Transport, be requested to finalise arrangements to meet the requirements of the Auditor's Report.

Reasons for Decision

To note that the portfolio holder for Infrastructure, Environment and Transport will address the issues detailed in the Auditor's Report on Conveniences through -

(1) holding discussions with the providers of the automatic convenience sited at the Devonshire Walk car park with a view to providing a modern replacement toilet in a suitable location for a similar rental to that currently paid.

(2) giving consideration to the future provision of conveniences at the bus station, including siting of a new automatic convenience in view of the vandalism which occurs to the existing facilities.

(3) redirecting any savings in present costs into the maintenance budget.

EX.44/01:

SUPPORT FOR BEST VALUE (Key Decision)

Portfolio

Strategy and Performance

Subject Matter

To consider a report from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive making recommendations for funding from the £100,000 budget for Best Value consultancy support to be allocated to facilitate consultancy and other support to the eight Best Value Reviews being undertaken in the current financial year.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the recommended allocation of the Best Value Consultancy Budget be agreed and the total amount be released to the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to administer, in consultation with Councillor L Fisher, Portfolio Holder for Strategy and Performance.

Reasons for Decision

To make the necessary arrangements for the allocation of funding from the Best Value Budget to provide consultancy and other support for Best Value Reviews and to authorise the Town Clerk and Chief Executive, in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for Strategy and Performance, to administer the process.

EX.45/01:

DECRIMINALISED PARKING UPDATE (Key Decision)

Portfolio

Infrastructure, Environment and Transport

Subject Matter

To consider a report from the Director of Environment and Development (EN.177/01) updating the Executive on arrangements being made for the introduction of decriminalised parking enforcement from 26 November 2001.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the current situation and proposed timescale be noted.

2.
That approval be given to enter into an Agency Agreement with Cumbria County Council to exercise decriminalised parking enforcement.

3.
That the City Solicitor and Secretary, in consultation with the Director of Environment and Development, be authorised to make the necessary Off Street Parking Orders.

Reasons for Decision

To note the arrangements being made for the introduction of decriminalised parking enforcement from 26 November 2001.

EX.46/01:

LEISURE AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES REVENUE ESTIMATES 2002/03 (Key Decision)

Portfolio

Finance and Resources, Community Activities

Subject Matter

To consider a Report from the City Treasurer (Financial Memo 2001/2002 No 101) detailing the revised revenue estimates for 2001/02, together with the estimates for 2002/03 for Leisure and Community Development services.  The Report had been compiled in the light of the City Council's agreed budget strategy for 2002/03.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the estimates be approved for the purposes of formulating a recommended budget to Council.

2.
That the Report be referred to the relevant Overview and Scrutiny Committees for comment.

Reasons for Decision

To give approval to the estimates, which have been compiled in accordance with the City Council's agreed budget strategy for 2002/03, for the purposes of formulating a recommended budget to Council.

EX.47/01:

CORPORATE AND DEMOCRATIC CORE AND OTHER CENTRAL COSTS REVENUE ESTIMATES 2002/03 (Key Decision)

Portfolio

Finance and Resources, Community Activities

Subject Matter

To consider a Report by the City Treasurer (Financial Memo 2001/02 No 107) detailing the revised revenue estimates for 2001/2002, together with the estimates for 2002/03 for Corporate and Democratic Core and Other Central Costs.  The Report has been compiled in the light of the City Council's agreed budget strategy for 2002/03.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the estimates be approved for the purposes of formulating a recommended budget to Council.

2.
That the Report be referred to the relevant Overview and Scrutiny Committees for comment.

Reasons for Decision

To give approval to the estimates, which had been compiled in accordance with the City Council's agreed budget strategy for 2002/03, for the purposes of formulating a recommended budget to Council.

EX.48/01:

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SERVICES ESTIMATES 2002/03 (Key Decision)

Portfolio

Finance and Resources, Economic Prosperity

Subject Matter

To consider a Report from the City Treasurer (Financial Memo 2001/02 No 105) detailing the revised revenue estimates for 2001/02, together with the estimates for 2002/03 for Economic Development services.  The Report has been compiled in the light of the City Council's agreed budget strategy for 2002/03.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the estimates be approved for the purposes of formulating a recommended budget to Council.

2.
That the Report be referred to the relevant Overview and Scrutiny Committees for comment.

Reasons for Decision

To give approval to the estimates, which had been compiled in accordance with the City Council's agreed budget strategy for 2002/03, for the purposes of formulating a recommended budget to Council.

EX.49/01:

ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES REVENUE ESTIMATES 2002/03 (Key Decision)

Portfolio
Finance and Resources and Infrastructure, Environment and Transport

Subject Matter

To consider a Report from the City Treasurer (Financial Memo 2001/02 No 106) detailing the revised revenue estimates for 2001/02, together with the estimates for 2002/03 for Environment and Development services.  The Report had been compiled in the light of the City Council's agreed budget strategy for 2002/03.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the estimates be approved for the purposes of formulating a recommended budget to Council.

2.
That the Report be referred to the relevant Overview and Scrutiny Committees for comment.

Reasons for Decision

To give approval to the estimates, which had been compiled in accordance with the City Council's agreed budget strategy for 2002/03, for the purposes of formulating a recommended budget to Council.

EX.50/01:

CARLISLE WORKS REVENUE BUDGETS 2002/03 (Key Decision)

Portfolio
Finance and Resources and Infrastructure, Environment and Transport

Subject Matter

To consider a Report from the City Treasurer and Director of Environment and Development (Financial Memo 2001/02 No 108 - EN.167/01) detailing the revised estimates and projected trading results for Carlisle Works in respect of 2001/02 and the estimates for 2002/03.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the estimates be approved for the purposes of formulating a recommended budget to Council.

2.
That the Report be referred to the relevant Overview and Scrutiny Committees for comment.

Reasons for Decision

To give approval to the estimates for the purposes of formulating a recommended budget to Council.

EX.51/01:

HOUSING GENERAL FUND REVENUE ESTIMATES 2002/03 (Key Decision)

Portfolio

Finance and Resources, Health and Wellbeing

Subject Matter

To consider a Report from the City Treasurer (Financial Memo 2001/02 No 102) detailing the revised revenue estimates for 2001/02, together with the estimates for 2002/03 for Housing General Fund services.  The Report had been compiled in the light of the City Council's agreed budget strategy for 2002/03.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the estimates be approved for the purposes of formulating a recommended budget to Council.

2.
That the Report be referred to the relevant Overview and Scrutiny Committees for comment.

Reasons for Decision

To give approval to the estimates, which had been compiled in accordance with the City Council's agreed budget strategy for 2002/03, for the purposes of formulating a recommended budget to Council.

EX.52/01:

HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT ESTIMATES (Key Decision)

Portfolio

Finance and Resources, Health and Wellbeing

Subject Matter

The City Treasurer reported that this item had been withdrawn from the Agenda as DTLR subsidy guidelines for 2002/03 had not yet been received.  A Report would be submitted to the next meeting of the Executive on 26 November 2001.

Summary of options rejected

Not applicable.

DECISION

That it is noted that a Report would be submitted to the meeting of the Executive on 26 November 2001.

Reasons for Decision

Not applicable.

EX.53/01:

LEISURETIME BEST VALUE FUNDAMENTAL PERFORMANCE REVIEW (Key Decision)

Portfolio

Health and Wellbeing

Subject Matter

To consider the above document, prepared by the Director of Leisure and Community Development, along with the views of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the Revised Improvement Plan document be noted, including the revenue (£120,000pa) and capital (£1.2m) funding requirements detailed therein and the document be forwarded to the Best Value Inspectorate and submitted to the next meeting of the City Council.

2.
That this Executive endorses the approach of looking at potential external partners to enable improvements to leisure facilities in the City.

3.
That with regard to the specific references from the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee:-

(a)
the Executive is of the opinion that making representations to the Government for Carlisle to revert its cultural links to the Northern area rather than the North West should not be pursued, and the City Council should seek to obtain maximum benefits for the cultural development of the City from its links with the North West.

(b)
No change be made to the wording of the Young People's Sports Development Strategy as it is the opinion of the Executive that the suggested amended wording is covered by the existing wording of the policy.

(c)
the position regarding funding for Leisuretime facilities be restated as giving consideration to capital expenditure should the Lottery bid for the proposed Sheepmount development be successful and a possible post-externalisation capital injection into the Leisuretime facilities.

4.
That the other observations of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee be noted.

Reasons for Decision

To give consideration to the Revised Improvement Plan for Leisuretime prior to its submission to the City Council and to respond to references from the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

EX.54/01:

BAD DEBT WRITE OFFS IN RESPECT OF COUNCIL TAX, NATIONAL NON-DOMESTIC RATES, DEBTORS, COUNCIL HOUSE RENTS AND EXCESS CHARGE NOTICES (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio

Finance and Resources

Subject Matter

To consider a Report from the City Treasurer (Financial Memo 2001/02 No 111) recommending the writing off of bad debts over £1,000 and informing the Executive of action taken by the City Treasurer under delegated authority to write off bad debts under £1,000.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That approval be given to write off the sum of £41,063 in respect of debts over £1,000.

2.
That the City Treasurer's action in writing off debts totalling £149,018.31 under £1,000 be noted.

3.
That it is also noted that £9,895 previously written off had been collected and would be credited to accounts as indicated in the City Treasurer's report.

Reasons for Decision

In order to approve the writing off of bad debts in excess of £1,000.

EX.55/01:

FORWARD PLAN (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio

Strategy and Performance

Subject Matter

The Forward Plan of Key Decisions of the Executive for the four month period 1 November 2001 to 28 February 2002 was submitted for information.

Summary of options rejected

Not applicable.

DECISION

1.
That the Forward Plan be noted.

2.
That it is noted that the key decision on Forward Plan item KD.31/01 dealing with Leisuretime Externalisation would now be taken at the 28 January 2002 meeting of the Executive.

Reasons for Decision

Not applicable.

EX.56/01:

INDIVIDUAL PORTFOLIO HOLDERS' DECISIONS (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio

Community Activities

Subject Matter

Details of a decision taken under delegated powers by a portfolio holder was submitted.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the decision, attached to these Minutes at Appendix A, be noted.

Reasons for Decision

To note the actions taken by a portfolio holder acting under delegated powers.

EX.57/01:

OFFICER DECISIONS (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio

Various

Subject Matter

Details of Officer decisions taken under delegated powers were submitted.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the decisions, attached to these Minutes at Appendix B, be noted.

Reasons for Decision

To note decisions taken by Officers under delegated powers which they have classed as significant.

EX.58/01:

CUMBRIA SUB-REGIONAL ASSEMBLY/CUMBRIA BRANCH OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio

Various

Subject Matter

The Minutes of the meetings of the above bodies held on 19 September 2001 were submitted for information.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the Minutes of the meetings of the Cumbria Sub-Regional Assembly and the Cumbria Branch of the Local Government Association held on 19 September 2001 be noted.

2.
That it is noted that Councillor Firth, Economic Prosperity Portfolio Holder, would keep the Executive informed on discussions taking place on the future of the Cumbria Strategic Partnership and any implications for the continued operation of the four existing Local Strategic Partnerships.

Reasons for Decision

In order that Members are aware of the proceedings of the meetings of the Cumbria Sub-Regional Assembly and the Cumbria Branch of the Local Government Association held on 19 September 2001.

EX.59/01:

OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY OF MATTERS RELATING TO THE HEALTH SERVICE (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio

Health and Wellbeing, Strategy and Performance

Subject Matter

To consider a Report from the City Solicitor and Secretary (TC.213/01) setting out the current position in respect of scrutiny arrangements for health service matters through the City Council's Overview and Scrutiny Committees and changes proposed in legislation expected to come into operation some time in 2002 which would involve Local Authority Overview and Scrutiny Committees in specific formal review arrangements in respect of a Health Authority's performance.  For Cumbria, the County Council was likely to be the designated Council for overview and scrutiny of the Health Authority with City Council representation.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the Report be noted and it be agreed to press for full and proper representation for the City Council on any revised scrutiny arrangements which may be put in place in respect of health service matters in future.

2.
That the Town Clerk and Chief Executive be requested to submit a Report to the next meeting of the City Council outlining options for the future role of the Local Strategic Partnership.

Reasons for Decision

To seek to ensure full and proper representation for the City Council on any revised scrutiny arrangements which may be put in place in respect of health service matters in the future.

EX.60/01:

LONGTOWN MEMORIAL HALL COMMUNITY CENTRE (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio

Community Activities

Subject Matter

To consider a Report from the City Solicitor and Secretary (TC.219/01) setting out proposals to simplify and amalgamate two Charitable Trusts operating from the Longtown Community Centre under a new scheme in the Charity Commissioner's approved format.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the proposals to amalgamate the two Trusts currently operating from the Longtown Community Centre under the single composite scheme as detailed in Report TC.219/01 be approved.

Reasons for Decision

In order to simplify and amalgamate two Charitable Trusts operating from the Longtown Community Centre under a new scheme in the Charity Commission's approved format.

EX.61/01:

A PROTOCOL FOR CARRYING OUT BEST VALUE REVIEWS (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio

Strategy and Performance

Subject Matter

To consider a Report from the City Solicitor and Secretary (TC.206/01) setting out a working protocol for carrying out Best Value Reviews and an Officer protocol for servicing the Overview and Scrutiny process.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the working protocol for carrying out Best Value Reviews referred to in Paragraph 2.2 of Report TC.206/01 and the Officer protocol for servicing the Overview and Scrutiny process be adopted.

2.
That the City Solicitor and Secretary be requested to submit a further Report to a future meeting of the Executive detailing a protocol for inspecting Best Value Reviews.

Reasons for Decision

To agree a working protocol for carrying out Best Value Reviews and an Officer protocol for servicing the Overview and Scrutiny process.

EX.62/01:

BUDGET ISSUES - REFERENCE FROM THE CORPORATE RESOURCES OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio

Finance and Resources

Subject Matter

To consider Resolution (4) to Minute CROS.15/01 of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee of 18 October 2001 in which the Committee indicates that it is unable to perform its function in carrying out an Overview and Scrutiny of the Council's budget process due to the timescales involved and the lack of information and detail relating to the Council's budget which was being passed to the Committee from the Executive.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee be informed that all the draft budget reports which have been submitted to this Executive have been forwarded to the Overview and Scrutiny Committees for comment.  The final draft Budget will be submitted to the Executive in December 2001 and this will also be forwarded to the Overview and Scrutiny Committees for observations.  Any views will be taken into account prior to a final Budget being recommended to the City Council.

Reasons for Decision

To respond to the comments in the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee Minute.

EX.63/01:

ANNUAL OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY WORK PROGRAMME (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio

Various

Subject Matter

To consider a reference from the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee (Minute OSM.5/01) that the work programme request received from the Deputy Leader be referred back to the Executive with the following comments:-

(a)
more detail requested in relation to the work programme requests;

(b)
concerns were expressed about the cemeteries and crematorium income and expenditure request, as it was just one aspect of a whole issue which would be covered in the Bereavement Services Best Value Review;

(c)
the Executive be asked to consider a review revisiting Large Scale Voluntary Transfer in light of national changes.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That with regard to the work programme requests, it is noted that items on Golden Jubilee Celebrations and the Local Plan have been included in the relevant Overview and Scrutiny Committees’ work programmes.

2.
That it is accepted that the request to review cemeteries and crematorium income and expenditure should be dealt with as part of the Bereavement Services Best Value Review.

3.
That with regard to revisiting Large Scale Voluntary Transfer, the Executive cannot agree to this request but would consider any publication or White Paper which may be issued by the Government in the future on this issue.

Reasons for Decision

To respond to the reference from the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee.

EX.64/01:

CABLE TV (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio

Infrastructure, Environment and Transport

Subject Matter

To receive a verbal report from the Director of Environment and Development on a range of issues regarding the installation of cable TV in Carlisle.  There would be disruption between now and the middle of 2002 as 14 gangs would be digging up roads in the urban parts of Carlisle.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the information be noted and the Director of Environment and Development be requested to monitor work in progress.

2.
That the Director of Environment and Development be requested to arrange a presentation at a suitable time to all Councillors by OMNE, the Company in charge of carrying out the work.

3.
That the Director of Environment and Development be requested to keep Ward Councillors informed of works being carried out in individual Wards and to arrange for Members to be supplied with a contact at OMNE and at sub-contract level should any problems occur.

Reasons for Decision

To receive a verbal report from the Director of Environment and Development on works to install cable TV in Carlisle and to make arrangements to keep Members informed of work in progress.

EX.65/01:

MEETING WITH PARISHES - AGENDA ITEMS (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio

Various

Subject Matter

To put forward items for the Agenda for the bi-annual meeting with the Parishes on 3 December 2001.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the following items be placed on the Agenda for the bi-annual meeting with the Parishes:-

(a)
New Political Constitution and Structure;

(b)
Participation Allowances (DTLR Consultation Document);

(c)
Consultation on Parishing Urban Areas;

(d)
City Vision and Local Strategic Partnership;

(e)
IT Review - expectations;

(f)
Village Design Statements.

Reasons for Decision

To consider items for the Agenda for the bi-annual meeting with the Parishes on 3 December 2001.

PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED - That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the Public and Press were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the Paragraph Number (as indicated in brackets against each Minute) of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Local Government Act.  

EX.66/01:

SEWERAGE MANAGEMENT SERVICES AGREEMENT - UNITED UTILITIES (Key Decision)




(Public and Press excluded by virtue of Paragraph 9 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972)

Portfolio

Infrastructure, Environment and Transport

Subject Matter

To consider a Report from the Director of Environment and Development (EN.178/01) on the implications of a letter received from the United Utilities requesting the early termination of the Sewerage Management Services Agreement.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the position be noted at this time and the Director of Environment and Development and the Executive portfolio holder for Infrastructure, Environment and Transport submit another report to the Executive once further information has been obtained from United Utilities.

Reasons for Decision

To enable a response to be given to a request from United Utilities for the early termination of the Sewerage Management Services Agreement.

EX.67/01:

WARDENS AND INSPECTORS PERFORMANCE REVIEW STUDY (Key Decision)




(Public and Press excluded by virtue of Paragraph 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972)

Portfolio

Various

Subject Matter

To consider a Report from the City Treasurer (Financial Memo 2001/02 No 110) enclosing a report of an independent review carried out by Internal Audit into the different types, number and cost of Wardens and Inspectors currently employed by the Authority and to consider the possibility of combining roles and responsibilities to develop generic Warden posts.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the City Treasurer's Report be noted at this stage and put out for consultation.

Reasons for Decision

To give consideration to the Internal Audit Review of Wardens and Inspectors currently employed by the Authority.

EX.68/01:

GATEWAY CITY PROJECT - CONTRACTUAL UPDATE (Non-Key Decision)




(Public and Press excluded by virtue of Paragraphs 7 and 8 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972)

Portfolio

Infrastructure, Environment and Transport

Subject Matter

To consider a Report from the City Solicitor and Secretary and MPM Capita (TC.220/01) setting out the current contractual position in respect of all elements of the Millennium Scheme, to consider options for the works required to re-commission the lifts at Irish Gate Bridge and to consider issues relating to extra archaeology costs.

Summary of options rejected

Three options for the works needed to the Irish Gate Bridge lifts were considered:-

Option 1 - Minimum essential works;

Option 2 - Minimum essential works plus strengthened door, door hanging gear and door carriage;

Option 3 - Minimum essential works, plus strengthened door, plus closing the lifts by means of shutters at night time;

Options 1 and 2 were rejected.

DECISION

1.
That the Report, and particularly the current estimates of the best and worst case outturn figures referred to in paragraph 6.1 and 6.2 of Report TC.220/01, be noted.

2.
That with regard to the options relating to the Irish Gate Bridge lift, Option 3 to carry out minimum essential works, plus door strengthening and closing the lifts at night time by means of shutters at a maximum cost of £25,000 be agreed.  In addition, anti-slip treatment to the steps on the Irish Gate Bridge (£5,000) and a contingency (£5,000) be agreed.  The total estimated cost of £35,000 be the subject of a further report to the Executive on 26 November 2001.

3.
That with regard to the above work, the Director of Environment and Development be requested to seek the permission of the Millennium Commission and English Heritage, make any necessary application for planning permission and also consult with the Carlisle Access Group over the proposals to close the lifts in an evening.

4.
That it is noted that provision should be made in the Budget estimates for extra archaeology costs of up to £300,000 but spread over four years.

Reasons for Decision

To receive an update on the contractual position in respect of all elements of the Millennium Scheme and to consider options for the works required to the lifts on the Irish Gate Bridge.

EX.69/01:

BAD DEBT WRITE OFFS FOR COUNCIL TAX, NNDR, DEBTORS, COUNCIL HOUSE RENTS AND EXCESS CHARGE NOTICES (Non-Key Decision)




(Public and Press excluded by virtue of Paragraph 7 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972)

Portfolio

Finance and Resources

Subject Matter

To receive details from the City Treasurer (Financial Memo 2001/02 No 111) of individual bad debt cases which had been agreed should be written off in Minute EX.54/01 preceding.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the information contained in the City Treasurer's Report be noted.

Reasons for Decision

To receive details of individual bad debt cases.

EX.70/01:

APPLICATIONS FOR HARDSHIP RELIEF DUE TO THE FOOT AND MOUTH OUTBREAK (Non-Key Decision)




(Public and Press excluded by virtue of Paragraph 7 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972)

Portfolio

Finance and Resources

Subject Matter

To consider applications from businesses for Foot and Mouth Hardship Relief which do not meet the criteria for approval by the City Treasurer under delegated powers.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the following applications be refused as the Executive does not consider that the applicants had proved a significant loss of trade/turnover due to the Foot and Mouth outbreak meriting hardship relief bring granted:-


Applications detailed at Paragraphs 2.4, 2.6 and 2.7 of Financial Memo 2001/02 No 112.

2.
That the following applications be approved as the Executive is satisfied that the applicants have proved a loss of trade/turnover which was mainly due to the Foot and Mouth outbreak:-


Applications detailed at Paragraphs 2.2, 2.3 and 2.5 of Financial Memo 2001/02 No 112

Reasons for Decision

The applications were considered having regard to the effects of the Foot and Mouth outbreak on the applicants' business, and in accordance with the policy criteria previously approved by the City Council.

EX.71/01:

JOHN STREET DIRECT HOSTEL (Non-Key Decision)




(Public and Press excluded by virtue of Paragraph 8 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972)

This item was taken as an urgent matter for information purposes.

Portfolio

Health and Wellbeing

Subject Matter

To consider a Report of the Director of Housing (H.102/01) dealing with implications for staffing for John Street Hostel following a recent Health and Safety Audit.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That it be noted that the Director of Housing would exercise his delegated powers so as to increase the support charges at the Hostel in order to meet the Health and Safety Adviser's recommendations for an initial three month period commencing 5 November 2001, subject to -

(a)
an application being made for the additional resources being eligible as a "support service" accommodation charge under the Housing Benefit Transitional Scheme;

(b)
the view of the Health and Safety Executive being requested as to whether the staffing arrangements at the John Street Hostel are appropriate;

(c)
a review of the London Road Families Hostel Service being conducted as a matter of urgency by the Director of Housing, with a report being submitted to the Executive at the earliest opportunity.

Reasons for Decision

To note the outcome of a recent Health and Safety Audit carried out by the Authority's Health and Safety Adviser and the action taken by the Director of Housing with regard to the Officer's recommendations arising from the Audit.

(The meeting ended at 3.30 pm)
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