INFRASTRUCTURE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

12 NOVEMBER 2003

IOS.102/03
BUDGET 2004/05 – SUMMARY OF NEW SPENDING REQUESTS

To consider a report from the Head of Finance (FS.35/03) summarising requests for new spending to be considered as part of the 2004/05 budget process.  Those bids which were relevant to the terms of reference of this Committee were highlighted.

The Executive had referred the report for consideration as part of the 2004/05 Budget process with the following amendments:-

(a)  the revenue bid of £20,000 recurring expenditure for the provision of litter bins be amended to a capital bid of £50,000 in 2004/05 to come from balances with £5,000 being included in the recurring expenditure revenue bids to cover maintenance costs.

(b)  the provision for street lighting in the revenue bids for non-recurring expenditure of £15,000 in 2004/05 be increased to £50,000.

Officers explained the various bids to the Committee and answered Members’ questions.

RESOLVED – 1.  That the following bids be endorsed:-

· Single Status;

· Millennium Project;

· Street Cleaning Contract;

· LLPG/GIS Officers;

· Irthing Centre Rent;

· North Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Partnership;

2. That the bid for abandoned vehicles be endorsed on the understanding that this Committee be involved in developing policy in this area through the planned Subject Review in the New Year.

3. That the bid for litter bins be endorsed but the Executive’s attention be drawn to the fact that the £5,000 annual funding proposed related to the cost of emptying the bins and no annual funding had been set aside for repairs and maintenance of litter bins.

4. That the bid for Raffles Vision Open Space Management and Maintenance be endorsed and it be pointed out that close co-operation between Officers and the developers would be needed to ensure that open space management and maintenance was conducted efficiently having regard to the release of land for housing development.

5. That the bid for extra funding on the Refuse Collection Contract for special collections be endorsed and the Head of Commercial and Technical Services be requested to advertise the availability of the service more widely.

6. That the bid for additional street lighting be endorsed and the Head of Commercial and Technical Services be requested to submit details of the street lighting programme for 2004/05 to a future meeting of this Committee.

7. That the bid for City Centre Marketing be endorsed subject to confirmation that the match funding from the private sector will be forthcoming.

8. That the bid for funding for a Cumbria Film Office be endorsed in principle, subject to the Executive being satisfied as to the overall funding arrangements.  The Committee has reservations over the level of funding proposed, given that the proposal was for a County wide project and the benefits to Carlisle were not currently clear.  The response to funding requests to the other District Councils in Cumbria, the County Council and other potential funding bodies should be taken into account before a firm commitment on the level of funding from Carlisle was made.

9. That the bid for capital investment in Industrial Estates be endorsed and the Head of Property Services be requested to submit a report to a future meeting of this Committee detailing the programme of works to be undertaken to the Industrial Estates.

10. That the bid for the acquisition of land at Newark Terrace for car parking be endorsed in principle.  The Executive be informed that this Committee has reservations over the long term use of the land for car parking which appeared to conflict with the policies in the Local Transport Plan and Green Commuter Plan.

(Councillor Aldersey wished it to be recorded that he was not in favour of resolution 10.)

IOS.105/03
OPTIONS FOR THE ENHANCEMENT OF THE CONCESSIONARY FARES SCHEME

To consider a report from the Head of Revenues and Benefits Services (RB.15/03) detailing options for enhancing the concessionary fares scheme.

Scottish Borders used to operate a half fare concession and, following a Scottish Parliament initiative, moved to free concessionary travel from 1 October 2002.  Based on Scottish Borders' experience, the additional cost to Carlisle if free concessionary travel was to be introduced would be approximately £1m per annum.

Alternatively, improving the current 50% concession to 60% would cost approximately £130,000 per annum.

There was likely to be a surplus on the 2003/04 concessionary travel budget of £70,000.

The Executive, at its meeting on 4 November 2003 passed the following resolution:-

1.  That the Executive intend to recommend an increase in the current concession under the concessionary fares scheme from 50% to 60% from 1 April 2004 for a 12 month trial period.

2.  That the expected surplus of £70,000 in the concessionary fares scheme budget for 2003/04 be utilised to provide free travel over the forthcoming Christmas and New Year period for qualifying users, the exact dates for this concession being decided by the Head of Revenues and Benefits in consultation with the Environment, Infrastructure and Transport portfolio holder.

3.  That, in September 2004, arrangements be made to consult qualifying users of the concessionary fares scheme seeking their views on whether they would wish to retain a 60% concession throughout the year or have free travel over the Christmas and New Year period instead.

Members asked whether the costs of widening the scheme to include other groups such as the unemployed and students had been considered.

The Head of Revenues and Benefits reported that no consideration had been given to the above as it was outside the scope of the concessionary fares scheme.  The County Council was the responsible Authority in respect of transport subsidies.

Members asked the Head of Revenues and Benefits to consult through the Citizens Panel on these wider issues of subsidised transport to disadvantaged groups.

RESOLVED – 1.  That the Executive’s proposals for the concessionary fares scheme be endorsed.

2.  That the Head of Revenues and Benefits be requested to consult through the Citizens Panel on the wider issues of subsidised transport to disadvantaged groups.

IOS.106/03
BUDGET 2004/05 – BASE BUDGET REVIEW

To consider a report from the Head of Finance (FS.38/03) summarising possible reductions identified from the base budget review recently undertaken as part of the 2004/05 budget process.  Those items which were relevant to the terms of reference of this Committee were highlighted.

In 2003/04, increased income proposals totalled £483,440 and reduction in expenditure proposals £203,520 giving an overall reduction in the 2003/04 Budget of £686,960.  However, the decision to utilise the £70,000 surplus on the concessionary fares scheme would need to be taken into account giving an overall reduction in the 2003/04 Budget of £616,960.

The Executive, at its meeting on 4 November 2003, decided - 

1. That the report identifying possible permanent amendments to the base budget from 2004/05 onwards be referred for consideration as part of the 2004/05 Budget process.

2. That the revised budgets for 2003/04 be amended in the light of the proposed reductions identified (£616,960), taking into account the decision to utilise the projected surplus in the concessionary fares scheme budget.

The Head of Finance answered Members’ questions on the report.

RESOLVED – That the base budget review report be noted.
IOS.107/03
BUDGET 2004/05 - CHARGES REVIEW

To consider a report from the Head of Finance (FS.36/03) summarising the outcome of the general review of fees and charges for individual service areas carried out in accordance with the Corporate Charging Policy.

The Executive had referred the report for consideration as part of the Budget process with the amendments as proposed in the individual Officer reports.

The Individual Officer reports considered by the Executive which were relevant to the terms of reference of this Committee were:-

(a)  Car Park Charges

The Executive had considered Report CTS.26/03 of the Head of Commercial and Technical Services and recommended the following options for car parking charges for 2004/05:-

(a)  increase long stay charges for stays over three hours (estimated income £76,000).

(b)  change Sands Car Park from long stay to short stay status (estimated income £70,000).

(c)  That the existing charging policy for special events using the car parks be retained.

The following options put forward for consideration by the Head of Commercial and Technical Services as part of his report were rejected:-

(1)  Do nothing;

(2)  Sunday charging to match weekdays;

(3)  Evening charging (Monday to Saturday);

(4)  Charging for staff parking;

(5)  Increase contract charges;

(6)  Not charging for special Council events.

(b)  Planning Services Charges

The Executive had considered Report P.48/03 of the Head of Planning Services and had recommended, as part of the Budget process for 2004/05, that the charges as set out in Appendix A to Report P.48/03 be approved for implementation with effect from 1 April 2004.

(c)  Economic and Community Development Services Charges

The Executive had considered Report EDC.30/03 from the Head of Economic and Community Development and had recommended, as part of the Budget process, that the charges as set out in Report EDC.30/03 be approved for implementation with effect from 1 April 2004.

Officers answered Members’ questions on their reports.

RESOLVED – 1.  That the recommendations for car park charges for 2004/05 be endorsed, with the proviso that issues relating to staff car parking and park and ride be considered as part of the discussions on the Green Commuter Plan.

2. That the charges reviews undertaken for Planning Services and Economic and Community Development Services be endorsed.

