

EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

COMMUNITY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

HELD ON 27 MARCH 2008


COS.54/08
DRAFT CRIME AND DISORDER REDUCTION PARTNERSHIP PLAN

The Policy and Performance Team Manager (Mr O’Keeffe) submitted Report PPP.36/08 the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership (CDRP) first draft Partnership Plan.

Mr O’Keeffe reported that this Committee had been part of the process at the key stages of the Strategic and Tactical Assessment.  He explained that the Plan would be finalised and published for April 2008 and the full assessment and planning process would begin again in October 2008.  An interim review would be completed in early May 2008 to ensure that the priorities drafted in December 2007 were still relevant.

In support of earlier discussions during today’s meeting Mr O’Keeffe highlighted the table on page 5 of the report which showed £80,085 of funding for the Drug and Alcohol Team, he explained that £50,000 of that would be invested in driving forward the Alcohol Strategy for Cumbria.

Discussion arose, during which Members raised the following questions and observations:

(a)  What did neighbourhood management mean?

Mr O’Keeffe responded that neighbourhood management meant that the relationship between the CDRP and the Police would be strengthened so issues that the Police could not deal with would be tackled and the community would be managed on a more local level.

(b) Who agreed to the pilot areas?

Mr O’Keeffe explained that the areas were under discussion and information was being gathered so an informed decision could be made.  He stated that it was not the CDRP’s decision on their own but would need the agreement of all the Partners.

Concerns were raised that Ward members, in both urban and rural wards, were not being consulted on the pilot areas and were not kept informed of the CDRP’s work in local wards.

Mr O’Keeffe agreed to look at a protocol to ensure ward Members were kept informed of work that was being carried out in their wards.  He explained that the pilot areas still needed to be consulted on and this would include ward Members.

(c)  The issue of poor sports facilities does not have a reference back to this Committee, should it be programmed to come back?

Mr O’Keeffe responded that the issues could come back to the Committee if required.

(d)  The graph under the section the ‘Journey so far’ was unclear, what did it represent?

Mr O’Keeffe explained that the graph charted CDRP crime targets measured against a base line total.

(e)  Why was terrorism highlighted from the Cumbria Attitude Survey?

Mr O’Keeffe explained that the issue reflected a change in strategy from the Home Office.

(f)  Could Eden and Carlisle be separated so the priorities and targets were for Carlisle only?  This would allow priority to be given to the Wards that Members represented. 

Dr Gooding responded that the question of splitting Carlisle and Eden had been raised at a planning meeting of the CDRP over a year ago.  At the time all of the partners were against the split.  

(g)  In response to a Member’s question Mr O’Keeffe stated that he could investigate if violent crime was related to deprivation.

(h)  The introduction of the Plan said ‘Residential Social Landlords’ this was incorrect and should read ‘ Registered Social Landlords’.

(i)  In response to a Member’s question Mr O’Keeffe explained that the contribution to the pooled budget of the CDRP had not been confirmed.  The funding usually happened on an annual basis but the negotiations this time was for a three year settlement.

The Committee acknowledged that Mr O’Keeffe had changed position in the Council and thanked him for all of his work on the CDRP and wished success for his future.

RESOLVED – 1) That the draft Partnership Plan be welcomed;

2) That the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee would continue to scrutinise the CDRP at each key stage;

3) That the Executive investigate the separation of Carlisle and Eden for the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership;

4) That a funding settlement for three years for the CDRP would be more beneficial to the CDRP.
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