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Summary:-

A report on the North Pennines AONB Management Plan was considered by Executive on
the 29" March 2004. A copy of report P.21/04 is attached. Executive decided:

1. That the North Pennines Area of Qutstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan

2004/09 be agreed as fulfilling the Council's statutory obligation to produce a
Management Plan.

2.  That the Management Plan be forwarded to the City Council for adoption.

Recommendation:-

It is recommended that Council adopt the North Pennines Area of Outstanding
Management Plan 2004-2009

Alan Eales
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Contact Officer: Chris Hardman Ext: 7190
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Title: NORTH PENNINES AONB MANAGEMENT PLAN
Report of: Head of Planning Services
Report reference: P.21/04

Summary:

This report sets out the North Pennines AONB Management Plan and its consideration for
adoption as the Statutory Management Plan for the AONB, in accordance with the
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.

Recommendations:

It is recommended that:

A) The North Pennines AONB Management Plan 2004-0S be agreed as fulfilling the
Council's statutory cbligation o produce a Management Plan; and
BE) The Management Plan is forwarded to City Council for adoption.

Alan Eales
Head of Planning Services

Contact Officer: Chris Hardman wik: 7190

Hote: in compliance with section 1004 of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1885
the report has been prepared in part from the following papers: Horth Pennines Eres of Qutstanding
Batural Beauty Manzgement Plan 2004-02
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Report to The Executive P.21/04

1.0

1.1

12

1.3

1.4

1.5

BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS

The Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act (2000) placed a duty on Local
Authorities to act jointly to produce a Management Plan for the AONBs within their
administrative boundaries, which should be adopted by 31 March 2004. Section 85
of the CRoW Act also places on all public bodies a duty to have, "...due regard to
the purpose of AONB designation” in their discharging of their functions.

The CRoW Act states that AONB Management Plan should, “...formulate the
policies of Local Authorities in relation to their AONBs.” Formal Countryside Agency
guidance on the production of AONB Management Plans (CA23) requires that they
go beyond this legal minimum and “set out the policies of other pariners for
managing the AONB." In practice, this means the production of ‘AONB Policy
Guidelines’ which are intended to guide the work of Local Authorities and others,
particularly those with duties under Section 85 of the Act, in the formulation of policy
and delivery of action in the AONB.

Local Authorities remain responsible for Planning and Development Control in
AONBs and need to include appropriate policies in their Development Plans.

In the North Pennines, the duty to produce the AONB Management Plan is being
discharged on the Local Authorities' behalf by the North Pennines Partnership,
which is based at Stanhope and is jointly funded by Local Authorities and the
Countryside Agency. Councillor Collier is currently the Council’s representative on
the Partnership for the AONB. The AONB Unit was supported by an Officer
Working Group for the production of the Management Plan.

The Plan outlines the purpose of AONB designation and the role of the
Management Plan. It describes the characteristic features of the area’s natural
beauty (in the AONB context), identifies AONB Policy Guidelines and recommends,
in a detailed five year action plan, measures for the area's conservation and
enhancement.
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1.6

1

2.0

1

2.2

3.0

3.1

The adoption of this plan by the nine Local Authorities, the North Pennines
Partnership, as well as its endorsement by all those bodies with AONB duties under
Section 85 of the CRoW Act, symbolizes a joint commitment to an agreed vision for
the area. Implementing the policy guidelines, objectives and actions it recommends
will bring about real and beneficial change.

The Management Plan is currently available in electronic format as final
photographs are still being prepared for production. A black and white hard copy
version is appended to this report.

CONSULTATION
Consultation to Date

The Council was formally consulted in November 2003. Executive Report P.66/03
considered the consultation draft and ten responses were made to the consultation.
Of these responses all but one have been taken on board. The remaining
comment, which has not been accepted, was the general concern about the size of
the typeface used in the document. It was considered that given the primary
audience and scale of the document it would be too large and require complete
redesign. An internet text only version will be made available so that the size of text
on screen can be enlarged. Officers consider that this will ensure the Management
Plan will be available in large type, should it be required and will therefore not
exclude certain members of the population.

Consultation Proposed

No further consultation is proposed.

RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that;

A) The North Pennines AONB Management Plan 2004-09 be agreed as fuffilling
the Council's statutory obligation to produce a Management Plan; and

B) The Management Plan is forwarded to City Council for adoption.



Report to The Executive P.21/04
4.0 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1  This will enable the Council to fulfil its statutory obligations under the Countryside
and Rights of Way Act 2000.

5.0 IMPLICATIONS

Staffing/Resources — Work on implementation of the plan is ongoing from
existing Local Plans and Conservation resources.

e Financial — No additional finance required for production of the Management
Plan.

« Legal — The adoption is a statutory responsibility.

e Corporate — The implementation and monitoring of the Management Plan
remains the responsibility of the Planning Services Business Unit.

e Risk Management - If the plan is not adopted by the end of March 2004 this
could have implications for match funding from the
Countryside Agency.

Equality Issues — None.

Environmental — The Management Plan seeks to improve the local environment
of this special landscape.

Crime and Disorder — None.

Impact on Customers — The adoption of this plan will give clear guidance to the
improvements for residents, businesses and visitors to
this part of the district to protect their landscape.

Alan Eales
Head of Planning Services

Contact Officer: Chris Hardman Ext: 7190
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A plan for the conservation and
enhancement of one of
England’s finest landscapes.
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from the Chairman of the North Pennines ADNE Partnership,
Clir. Bob Pendlebury O.B.E. DL

Welcome to the Morth Pennines AQOMBE Management Plan, 2004-
2009. This is the first seatutory management plan for the AQKB
and its production is a requirement of the Countryside and Rights
af Way Act 2000, lts primary aim is to provide a framework for
action for the conservation and enhancement of the natural beauty
and special qualities of the Morth Pennines ACRMB.

Everyone has a role to play in this work — farmers, foresters, estate
managers, business people, public, statutory and voluntary secror
badies, local residents and visitors alike. There will be something in
these pages that relates to how you can help conserve and
enhance the natural beauty of the Morth Pennines AQNB, to help
people grow in enjoyment and understanding of the area and to
support those economic and social activities which in themselves
contribute to keeping it special.

As an AOMB, the Morth Pennines is a national asset, something which we have a duty to conserve
and enhance for present and future generations, both locally and nationwide. Additionally, the
designation of the area as Britain's first "European Geoparld and the large areas under international
wildlife designations, show the global significance of aur wildlife and wild places,

The threats to our natural beauty perhaps come more from the plecemeal erosion of rural character
than from major development. This needs to be addressed through robust policies and clear action
for the conservation of our landscape and the things which collectively make it so special. At the
same time we must encourage appropriate development which helps to sustain local communities.
This is a difficult balance to strike and a major challenge for all of us.

The landscape of the Morth Pennines is, along with its people, the area’s greatest asset and is likely to
be the major factar in its long-term prosperity, The Policy Guidelines and the work proposed in this
plan are, in line wich the purpose of AOMNB designation, aimed at the conservation and enhancement
af that landscape, its wildlife and its eultral heritage. The work proposed will also support local
employment in fields such as landscape contracting, conservation, tourism, building, transpore,
catering, printing and design. It will encourage land-based training for local people and the retention
of the skills which have helped to make our landscape so special. It will bring forward measures which
aim to complement the work of others whose focus is more overtly on economic and social activity.

The ADMEB desighation was once seen by many as a barrier to progress. Today, and over the five —
year life of this management plan, | hope it can be seen for what is: a tremendous opportunity to
focus effort and invesoment on our wonderful landscape and to help to support the well being of

loeal eommunities.

“Loaking Morth et fram Mithiam towards Crnss Fef” - Charke Hediey © Coimirpside Agency
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This part of the plan establishes what is meant by ‘natural beauty’ in the context of AOMEBs and presents the background to AGMNEs and their statutory management plans. As well as identifying the purpose,
audience and structure of the plan, this section outlines how the plan was produced and the other plans and strategies o which it relates. The natre and purpose of the *Policy Guidelines” in the plan is also
explained.



What is meant by ‘Natural Beauty’?

In the context of Areas of Cutstanding Narural Beauty (AOMEBs), ‘nacural beauty” means so much
more than just ‘scenic quality’. |t is acknowledged to refer to 2 meeting of scenic, ecological,
physiographical, geological and cultural interests, which help to define the special characteristics
of a particular place.

Countryside Agency Guidance on AQMNBs, (publication CA24) confirms that,“Matural Beauty is
more than just the look of the landscape, but includes landfarm, geclogy, plants and animals,
landscape features and the rich history of human settlement over the centuries” Section 89 of
the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 also makes reference to biodiversity as an
important companent of natural beaury.

In this plan, some key cultural associations with the landscape are also referred to as contributing
to natural beauty. This is on the premise thac they help to articulate what makes the Fesrth
Pennines special and help to develop people’s understanding of the area.

Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty

4,

The UK's AOMNEs and Mational Parks are within a worldwide category of protected areas known
as ‘Protected Landscapes’, which has been devised by the International Union for the
Conservation of Mature. Areas of special countryside throughout the world have been given
protection of various kinds so that their qualities can be enjoyed by present and furure
generations. Parallel landscapes in other countries include the French Pare Naturels and the
Mational Parks of countries such as Spain and Portugal.

Areas of Outstanding Matural Beauty are unique and irreplaceable national assets and along with
Mational Parks represent our finest countryside. There are 37 AOMBs in England, covering I5%
of the land area, and a further 4 in Wales, They range in size from the lsles of Scilly (16 km) 1o
the Corswolds (2038 km2), AONBs have their roots in the same legisltion that brought about
the Mational Parks — the Mational Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949, which has
been consolidated by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000,

The primary purpose of AONB designation is to conserve and enhance natural beauty. In
pursuing the primary purpase account should be taken of the needs of agriculture, forestry,
ather rural industries and of the economic and social needs of local communities. Particular
regard should be paid to prometing sustainable farms of social and economic development that
in themselves conserve and enhance the environment (CCP 356},

Recreation is not an objective of designation, but the demand for recreation should e met =0
far a5 thic is consistent with the conservation of natural beauty and the needs of agriculture,
forestry and other uses.

In June 2000 Mick Raynsford MP canfirmed in a response to a Parliamentary Cestion that the
Government accepts that the landscape qualities of Mational Parks and AONBs are equivalent,
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and therefore the level of protection given to both types of area by the land use planning system
should also be equivalent. This will eventually be clarified in Planning Policy Statement (PF5) 7
{Sustainable Development in Rural Areas), which supercedes the Flanning Policy Guidance Mote
7 (The Countryside — Environmental Quality and Economic and Social Development).

The Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000

9, The Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 (s, B9) consalidated and strengthened
earlier legislation on AOMBs and for the firse time placed a statutory duty on local authorities o
act jointy o produce Management Plans for AQRNBs within their boundaries. Management Plans
must be produced by March 2004 and reviewed every five years,

10, Lacal Authorities must also have “due regard’ for the purpose of AOMB designation in the carrying out
of their functions, This latter duty is also extended to public bodies and statutory undertakers. Local
Authorities remain responsible Tor planning and development control in ADMBs and need o inclede
appropriate policies in their Structure, Local and Minerals and Waste Plans or their successors, One of
the statutory roles of this Management Plan is to guide the praduction and implementation of future
policies which the ACME Partership might wish to see applied in the AQNE,

11, The Act also provides for the creation of 'Conservation Boards® as governance madels for
AOMBs. This medel is currently being pursued in several of the larger AOMNBs, but a thorough
review of the governance structure of the Morth Pennines ACKE Partnership in 2002 7 03
concluded that this was not an option which should be taken forward untl lessons could be
learned from its adoption elsewhere.

12. AONB Partnerships can also, for the firse time, secure from central Government via the
Countryside Agency the same percentage of core funding as that enjoyed by the Mational Park
Authorities (75%). However the 'CROW Act 2000 stopped short of enabling them o levy local
authorities for their contributions. A Memorandum of Agreement between Local Authorites and
the Countryside Agency secured funding for the Morth Pennines AQMNB Partership for six years
to 2009,

National Land Use Planning and Development Policy

13. Mational policy relating to development in AQMNBs is set out in Planning Policy Guidance note
(PPG) 7 which states that:
“Palicies and decisions affecting AOMBs should favour conservation of the natural beaury of the
landscape. In all cases the environmental effects of new proposals will be a major consideration,
thaugh it will be appropriate to have regard to economic and social well-being of the area. Major
proposals should be demonstrated to be in the public interest before being allowed to proceed.
Consideration of applications should therefore normally include an assessment of:

B The need for the development, in terms of natonal considerations, and the impact of
permitting it or refusing it on the local economy,



Bl The cost of and scope for developing elsewhere ourside the area or meeting the need for it
in some other way,

B Aoy detrimental effect on the environment and the landscape, and the extent to which that
should be moderated”

. Regicnal Planning Guidance (Morth East and Morth West) and Local Development Plans (three

County Structure Plans and six District Local Plans) provide the context for workings of the
planning process in the AQMNB. The profile of the AQMNE and its conservation varies considerably
across these documents and one of the challenges for the AQMNB Management Plan is to foster
consistency and high standards of policy in relation to the AQOMB, as these plans are reviewed,

. Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) on several themes also informs planning policy and

development control in the AQME, Relevant SPG has been produced on matters such as building
design, the conservacion of biodiversity in developments and the adoption of enargy efficient
building practices. Some local authoritges have also adopred as 5PG the Morth Pennines ACOMNB
Fartnership’s ‘Agriculiural Buildings Design Guide' (1998) and "Good Pracrice in the Design,
Adapration and Maintenance of Buildings Guide® (2000).

. The Planming and Compulsery Purchase Bill 2003, which is likely o be enacted in mid 2004, will

create the opportunity for joint Local Development Documents across administrative
boundaries, as part of the proposed new Local Development Frameworks; the AQMNB
Fartnership will seek to encourage such a joint document for the Morth Pennines. This new
legislation will also allow for new Planning Policy Statements (PPS) which will replace Planning
Folicy Guidance notes (PPG), and replace some ters of local planning policy document (notably
Structure Plans) with Regional Spatial Stracegies, The AOME Management Plan should provide
guidanee o all such new land use planning documents which cover the ADMNB.

. The Designation Order for the Morth Pennines ADMNB was made in | 978, Afcer considerable

debate, which resulted in a Public lnguiry, the Confirmation Order for the AQNB was made on
Teh June 1988, for an area smaller than that originally proposed. However, at almost 2000 square
kilometres, ic is stll the second largest of the 41 AOMNBs (and larger than all bue twe of the
Mational Farks) and is one of the most remote and unspoilt places in England. It lies beoween the
Mational Parks of the Lake District, the Yorkshire Dales and Northumbertand with the urban
centres of County Durham away to the east. The AQRE crosses the boundaries of owo English
Regions, being in body the Morth East and the Moreh West, It lies within the boundaries of nine
lecal authorities: the three counties of Cumbria, Curham and Northumberland and the six
districts of Carlisle, Eden, Derwentside, Teesdale, Tynedale and Wear Valley.

. Each AOME has a body responsible for co-ordinating efforts to conserve and enhance ic. In the

Morth Pennines, this is the Marth Pennines AQNB Partnership, I is made up of almost 30
statutory agencies, local authorities and veluntary | comimunity organisations which care for the
Morth Pennines, (a list of member organisations can be found at the back of this document). The
work of the AOME Parmership is carvied out through the AQMNB Salf Unit, employed through

| Setting the scene

its accountable body, Durham County Council. The purpose of the Staff Unic is 1o promote
partnership working to conserve and enhance the AQMB and to produce, monitor and support
the implementation of the ACMNB Management Plan. |t also acts as a champion for the area in
matrers relating to the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty. The core functions of
AOMB Staff Units are defined by the Countryside Agency. The performance of all of these
funcrions forms the basis for the Agency’s grant aid to the ADMNB Parchership. The ACQMNB Scaff
Unit is based in Sanhope, in County Durham.

What is an AONB Management Plan?

19.

0.

21,

22,

3.

Most of the 41 Areas of Outstanding Mawral Beauty have at some dme had a non - statutory
plan 1o guide their management. Such a plan was produced for the Morth Pennines AOMNB in
1995, The statutory duties placed upon local autharities by the CRoW Act 2000 include a
requirement to produce, for the firse time, statutory management plans for AQMNBs within their
administrative boundaries, This ducy should be discharged jointly where AOMBs cover more than
one local authority area. In the Morth Pennines, the Morth Pennines ADME Partnership has
discharged this duty on behalf of the nine local authorities of the area.

The CRoWY Act 2000 states thar, in relation to Local Authorities, AOMNB Management Plans are
intended to ... formulate their policy for the management of their Area of Outstanding Matural
Beauty and for the carrying out of their functions in relation to it”. Formal Countryside Agency
guidance on the production of AOMNE Management Plans (CA23) requires that they go beyond
this legal minimum and “set out the policies of other parters for managing the AONB.” The way
in which policy guidance is presented in this plan is detailed on page 13,

ACKB Management Plans should:

highlight the special qualities and the enduring significance of the AQME, the importance of
its landscape features and identify those thar are vulnerable ta change

present an integrated vision for the future of the ADMNB as a whaole, in the light of national,
regional and local priorities

set out agreed policies incorporating specific objectives which will help secure that vision
identify what needs to be done, by whom and when, in order 1o achieve these objectives

identify the means by which objectives and actions will be reviewed,

An AQMNE Management Plan is intended to bring forward measures which will generate action
for the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty. It should promore high and consiscent
management and policy standards across the area, regardless of administrative boundaries,

It should also stimulate action aimed at helping people to discover, enjoy and understand the
local landscape and its natural and cultural features. Added to this, it should identify actions
which will support those economic and social activites which in themselves contribute to the
conservation and enhancement of nawral beauty.

. Page?



24,

The Plan is not intended to be a panacea for all the perceived problems which local communities
might face, nor is it intended to duplicate or replace other statutory plans which affect the area,
It is, however, the only document with a focus an the whole af the ADMNB and the only one
which is primarily focused on the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty,

Who is the Plan for?

25,

26,

27.

18

The primary audience for this plan is the nine local authorities of the Morth Pennines, for
reasons outlined on the previous page.

The second audience is the Government agencies, statutory undertakers, utilities and public
bodies, which must, in accordance with Section 85 of the CRoW Act 2000, have "due regard” to
the purpose of ADMNB designation in the carrying out of their functions. The pelicy guidance and
the objectives of this plan should guide them in the fulfilment of their duty under the Act,

The final audience is the wide range of local organisations and indivicduals with a concern for the
future well-being of the Morth Pennines, be they land owners, land managers, local businesses,
local residents, visitors or funding bodies. It is hoped that this plan will provide them with the
inspiration and guidance ta bring forward innovative ideas for the conservation and enhancement
of the AQME and lead to greater awareness and understanding of the designation,

Crucially, it is not the plan for the AOMNB Partnership or the work programme for its Stafl Uni,
It is the plan for the conservation and enhancement of the AOMNB and all those with an interest
in the area can be involved i its implementation,

"Winder Sunged, Dimedate” Barry Stocey 8 Comireide Agency



How was the Plan produced?

79, This Management Plan has been produced by the Morth Pennines AONB Parmership Srall Unit
an behalf of the nine local authorites of the Mordh Pannines. The Sealf Unit was supported in

this work by a Review cpeering Group drawm from Pal

onership memiber organisations. However,

this does not rell the whole story,as e conent of this plan has been informed by 3 process of

finding out what local people from all walks of life felt
rlorth Pennines AOMNB.

was important about the furure of the

30, A guestionnaire produced in 2002 was distributed widely throughout the area. Over 400 responses

were received, giving people’s viaws about whiich iSSUES

were of most IMporEantce o them.

31, Three public neerings were held, along with 2 series of workshops with user groups and special

incerest groups. These included valuable eetings with
concerned with the historie enwironment, those conce
and groups facused on access Lo the countryside. The

representatives of the Estates, those
red primarity with nature conservaton
AOMB Partnership operates series of

Working Groups. which suppert the developiment aof projects and initiagives N the AOMNE —

these too played 2 prominent role in the development

37, Conuributions to the content have also been received
organisations within the AONEB Parnership.

of e policies and actions in this plan.

from a wide range of other individuals and

33, A consultaton drafi of the plan was produced by Chcrober 2003, Almost 1000 comments Were
received and hundreds of amendments made. The consultation draft was also subject to 3

rgsrainabilicy appraisal; which assessed how fuliilling tl
sustainable developr \ent The appraisal also generated
increasing the sustainabilicy of thie actions yecomimend

e objectives could contribute O
several useful amendments o e draft,
e,
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This section of the plan provides a general introduction to the Morth Pennines AOMNE. It oudines 10 principal landscape types of the AQMB, so that their distinctive character might be berter understood, lssues
¢ facing the conservation of these landscape types are identified in a brief table. It presents in more derail the main components of natural beauty which make the MNorth Pennines unique and warthy of its national
and international designations. It goes on 1o highlight some of the issues facing the conservation and enhancement of these special features,




An Introduction to the
North Pennines AONB

“This eauntry, though politically distributed among three counties, is one and the same in all its
characreristic features, From it flow the Tyne, the Wear and the Tees and many branches which fall into
these rivers. Along the banks of these and several other smaller streams which fall into them are dales
or valleys, cultivated near the banks and for a short distance up the sides of the hills, but soon
cultivation and enclosure cease, and beyond them the dark fells, covered with peat and moss and
heath; and between one vale and another is a wide extent of high moorland, extending sometimes for
a dozen miles, In these upland tracts are no inhabited homes bue thousands af blackfaced sheep are
scattered over them; and there breed the grouse which attrace the sportsmen at the proper season of
the year to this country” {Royal Commission into Children's Employment in the Mines, WR. Mitchell, 1842)

48. This description of the Morth Pennines in 1842 might equally have been written today, The close
similarities of the landscape of over 160 years ago and that of today in large measure reflects the
continuation of land management practices. The enclosed valley bottom meadawland and the
apen moors maintined for sheep and for spore are the product of an unbrolen management
tradition. Ensuring the continuation of such established management methods is essential to
recaining the character and diversity of the Morth Pennines landscape,

49, It is, however, misleading to consider the Morth Pennines lindscape as dmeless and unchanging.
Fram prehistoric times {when the clearance of the natural Morth Pennines forest began) to
taday, when pressures ranging from changes in agricultural policy to reservoir building have
affected the lindscape, change has been continuous, The writer of the above description was
employed in investigating conditions in the lead mines, which during that period had transformed
many parts of the Morth Pennines into a semi-industrial landscape. Although eften damaging to
natural assets, such change has been important in establishing the variety of the Morth Pennines
landseape and supperting active local comimunities and the local economy.

50. The way in which the landscape is perceived has changed greatly over the years, Early travellers in
the |8th century recoiled fram the wild and threatening appearance of the open moorland. The
romantic view of the countryside in the 19th century, captured in Turners paintings and sketches of
Teesdale, contrasts with the hardship of those living and working in local lead mines. Enjoyment and
understanding of the ‘natural’ and historic qualities of the landscape is now an important influence
on traditional management of the land. The quality of the landscape is increasingly regarded as a
resource capable of creating benefits from spending by visitors, Although it cannot be foreseen how
the Morth Pennines will be valued in the future, it is important to ensure a continuarion of
practices of good management which link today's lindscape with that of the past. This is not to
‘preserve it in aspic’, but to ensure that its essential character and special qualities are conserved.
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“Upsper Teesdale with Crankley Sear''— Chaelie Mledfey £ Comtryside Agercy

The Morth Pennines has a population of about 12,000 people, less than half its population in
1861 when 27,000 people lived in the orefield, The majority of the AOMNB population lives
within the Morth Pennine dales, where settlements include small towns such as Alston and
Allendale, together with relatively compact villages, isolated hamlets and a wide scatter of
individual farmhouses, The AOMNE boundary excludes the main settlements within and
adjoining the lower dales such as Stanhope, Wolsinglam, Halvwhistle, Middleton-in-Teesdale,
Barnard Castle and Hexham, which cater for much of the social and economic needs of the
uplands.

. The Morth Pennines was creared when the massive Alston Block was uplifted. This resulted in
major faults, the Eden Scarp to the west and the Tyne Gap to the north, Into this upland a
netwark of river valleys has been incised, forming a variery of dales landscapes from the steep
wooded gorges of the lower Allen rivers to the much more open landscape of upper Teesdala,
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Much of the Morth Pennines is truly remote, wild countryside and it is precisely this sense of
wildness and remoteness which imbues much of the area with its character, There are few places
in England where you can walk all day withour crossing a road, but it is still possible here, such as
in the soud west of the ACRE on the wild moorfand plateaw and summits beeween Hareside
and Stainmore Common, In spring and summer, high heather moors and blanlker bogs are alive
with the evocative calls of wading birds, black grouse dance on their leks and merlin and
peregrine falcon race through the air:

The rise and fall of the lead mining industry has shaped much of today’s landscape, not anly in
the physical remains thar can be seen, but also in the patcern of local sewlements. Weardale,
Teesdale, and the South Tyne, Ment and Allen Valleys in particular, are some of the best places o
see the remains of the industry and to see the ‘'miner — farmer landscapes’ which grew our of it
This landscape became enclosed by the miner farmers from the 16th century, but beneath the
surface of today's pattern of fields, villages and moorband there is a history of setlement and
landscape change from mediaeval to prehistoric tmes. Morse, Roman, ron Age, Bronze Age and
possibly Meolithic sewlers began shaping this land, perhaps as far back as 7,000 years ago,

by the lovwer and middle dales, dreystane walls impose strong pattern on the landscape, where
buildings on the valley sides are picked out by clumps of wees. Buildings and settlements are an
integral part of the landscape, with most being built of local stone, reflecting the underlying
geology, complementing the stone field walls and reflecting the surrounding countryside. Wading
birds feed in the in-bye grassland, rushy pastures and hay meadows. These hay meadows are of
international importance and are awash with wildflowers. Rare alpine plants, relics of the last lce
Age, still survive in upper Teesdale,

The world famous rivers, Tyne, Tees and Wear have their birchplace high up in the fells, They
tumble, rock strewn, along the dales, clothed in woodland in cheir middle and lower reachas.
Where the rivers cross the erosion-resistant dolerite of the Whin Sill, dramatic warerfalls are
formed, such as those at High Force, Low Force and Cauldroen Snout, in upper Teesdale. In these
rivers can be found twe elusive otter, the warer vole (Britain's fastest declining mammal) and
Atlantic salimon.

The world renowned geclogy of the area has given rise to dramatic landform features, mose
famously High Force and the sweeping L-shaped valley of High Cup Mick, on the Pennine Vay
above Dufron. The gealogical importance of the area was in part recognised in the designation of
the AQMB as the first European Geopark” in Briin June 2003,

Though not extensive, the native woods of the Morth Pennines are themselves important
examples of woodland types. They are distinctive features of the landscape, following the course
of rivers or clinging to narrow gills. The Morth Pennine woodlands are also one of the last places
in England where you can fid red squirrels.

The Morth Pennines has a remarkably high concentration of nationally and internationally
imporant conservation sices and areas. 36.5% of the AONEB is designated as Sites of Special

6.

“High Force, Upper Teesdole ™S Dione Weston — Raby Estote,

Scientific Interest (3551). There are also 2 Mational Nature Reserves (WMNR), § candidate Special
Areas of Conservation (cSAC) under the EL) Habitars Directive, with five more under
consideration, and a Special Protection Area (3PA) under the EU Birds Directive, Moor House —
Upper Teesdale Mational Marure Reserve, Britain's largest terrestrial NMR, supports mare than
20 species of Ewrope-wide conservation importance and in this context it is the most important
reserve in the country. This reserve alone is larger than several of England's smaller AOMNBs.
There are also many sites of more local importance, County Wildlife Sices, which contribute
much to the area’s natural beauty. Mearly 80% of the AOME comprises some form of semi-
natural vegetation and plancation woodland, Only 20% has been significantly agriculturally
improved and only 0.6% can be considered built up.

The landscape of the Morth Pennines contains many habitats of exceptional conservacion value,
including blanket bog, heathlands, hay meadows, oak woodlands, juniper scrub, flushes and springs,
and unimproved and heavy-metal rich grasstands. In addition, the assemblage of flowering and
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lower plants, particularty on calcareous grasslands and flushes in Teesdale, is unique in the UK
and of international importance, OF similar importance are the numbers of birds which breed
and feed on the open moors and adjacent grasslands, including 22,000 pairs of breeding waders
(RSPE 2003 estimate).

The Morth Pennines is a nationally important area for many species of wildlife, including;

14 bird species protected ac all cimes under Schedule 1, Pare | of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act, 1981

12% of Great Britains merlin

1064 of Great Britains golden plover

B0% of England’s black grouse

19 Red Data Book birds

23 Red Dara Book plants

17 Red Data Book Invertebrates

& bird species listed on Annex | of the EU Birds Directive.

The Morth Pennines also supports 40% of the UK's upland hay meadows, 35.7% of England’s
upland heathland, (1. 1% of UK) and 20% of England’s blanker bog (3% of UK) (Morth Pennines
Matural Area Profile, English Mature 1999). Other important habitats include upland unenclosed

caleareous grasstand, upland unenclosed acld grassland and the calaminarian grasslands associaced
with the effects of lead mining.

This is perfect country for walking, cycling, horse-riding, wildlife-warching and following in the
footsteps of artists and writers who have been inspired by this wild land. There are many
footpaths and bridieways to explore, including the Pennine VWay and Pennine Bridleway Mational
Trails, the C2C Mational Cycle Route, the Pernine Cycle Route and the Pennine Byway, Derwent
and ather reserveirs offer opporwnities for sailing, fishing, canoeing and even water ski-ing. The
Marth Pennines is also the only AOMB with its own ski slopes, though the trend towards
warmer winters means they are little used now. Each of the Morth Pennine dales has a
distinctive character and attractive villages to explore, such as Alston, Middleton in Teesdale, and
Allendale, Quiet country roads crossing the high moors between the dales offer dramatic views
of this outstanding landseape.

. This is dynamic, productive, working countryside. Farming and forestry play an important role in

the lives of lacal communities and in managing the landscape. The management of our moors for
shooting and our rivers for fishing ean be of benefit to wildlife and supports the livelihood of
local peaple, Many farmers are diversifying into new activities and many more are taking
advantage of schemes which support environmentally friendly practices. Tourism is becoming an
increasingly important aspect of the local economy and the area offers a warm welcome for
those who would come to see its wildlife and wild places, to uncover its history and visit its
many attractions,
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There is considerable pressure on the Morth Pennines landscape, This comes in many forms,
including more obvious features like wind energy developiment, communications masts, new
housing development, increasing traffic, changes in agriculture, mineral developments and milicary
use of the area, There is also the gradual erasion of rural character that accompanies
unsympathetic management of roads, out-of-keeping conversion of traditional buildings and the
gradual loss of historic features, Communities are under increasing pressure from rising house
prices, loss of key services and limited employment apporwnities. Tourism has the potential to
be an important and positive force in the local economy, but needs to be managed sensitively to
ensure that it complements the special qualities of the area.

Though there are strong pressures on the landscape and its people, accentuated by the
sometimes harsh weather and remoteness of the area, Marth Pennine communities remain
proud, independent and versatile, Community spirit and local culture are strong, combining to
provide an attractive, welcoming and inclusive atmosphere in which to live and work.



Landscape lypes &
Their Characteristics

Though a single entity, wich unifying characteristics, there are several different types of landscape in the
ACME. A journey along one of the dales might begin in a landscape of more lowland characrer, passing on
tor the mid-dales scenery of tumbling rivers, walls, meadows, scattered farms and isolated woodlands. This
in wurn gives way to the more open landscapes of the dale heads, with the wild moors beyond. The
dramatic scarp landscapes of the west of the AORB provide further contrast in this special countryside,

A comprehensive assessment was made of the landscape of the ACME in 1990 by Landuse Consultants
for the then Countryside Commission (CCP 3 18),

[his has been modified for liter work in the AOMB, e.g. by Combria County Council (as part of the
process of producing landscape guidance for the whole county) and for this management plan. Durham
County Council has also produced a‘County Durham Landscape Character Assessment’ available ar
{wewrndurham govubdlandscape)

This plan recognises ten landscape types in the AQOME, which are shown on the map oppasite and
discussed in a lictle more detil on the following pages.

LANDSCAPE TYPES MAP
TO BE PLACED HERE
IN FINAL VERSION



The Lower Dales

These landscapes are the first taste that many people ger of the Morth Pennines as they approach on
the roads from the east and north, In places such as lower Teesdale and the lower reaches of the
South Tyne, the Derwent and Allen Valleys, the landscape is enclosed and intmate. There are scatered
deciducus woodlands on the valley sides, along with hedgerows and hedgerow trees. Woodlands
follow the rivers for much of their length. The walls which occur here impose a strong pattern on the
landscape,

The Middle Dales

Alsa referred to as ‘upper dales; these landscapes are complex and diverse. Strong pattern is imposed
by drystone walls, which reach high up the wvalley sides to the edge of the open moarland beyond.
Field wrees often follow the walls and the isolated houses are picked out by small clumps of wees,
There are scattered farmsteads and isolated oak and oak-ash woodlands, particularly in daleside gills,
The valley bottoms are characterised by flower-rich meadows and rushy pastures, with tumbling tree-
lined rivers.

Farmsteads and small sectlements, mainly in the valley botrom above the lloadplain, are built of stone
in the local vernacular style. Building style and design contribute greatly to local character, notably in
Teesdale through dhe white farms and barns of the extensive Raby Estate, The scattered remains of
mining activity, such as hushes and ald mine buildings, are a reminder of the buman influence on the
landscape and the underlying geclogy which helped to shape it Most of the few reads follow the
valley at differing haights, with a few stretching up to join one dale to another, These roads are some
of the highest in England and have spectacular views,

The geology of the dales has given rise to some dramatic landform features, particularly where rivers
eross the Whin 5ill cutcrops and form impressive waterfalls such as High and Low Force in Teesdale,

The slkyline is formed by the moorland edge, fringed with purple heather in the late summer and
AL,
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“rar. Shpgyfovd, South Tyre Yooy — Charke Hedley B Comtrpde Agercy.



The Dale Heads

The dale heads farm bowl-rim skylines of the high moorland fringe. There is a feeling of remoreness,
leakness and wildness which is shared with the moors beyond. Steeply incised becks cut into the
landscape and unenclosed land reaches far down the fellside. Smaller becks come together o form
the headwaters of the rivers. Rush-dominated paswires are strewn across the landscape and are
reverting to moorland vegetation. Coniferous forestry plantations are obtrusive features in the
lanelscape, but are being felled over time. There are develice walls and buildings, including features such
as abandoned mine shops and lead iminers’ cotages. In places such as upper Weardale, the Upper
Menc Yalley and Hudeshope, the laindscape is best understood through an appreciation of the mining
industry and its impact on the area. Here the ‘miner-farmers” established small-holdings and enclosed
areas of land at altudes and aspects where cultivation seem impossible in this harsh climae. The
pactern of small enclosures in places such as Cowshill is in stark conerast o the wide open land
beyond. Dale head serdements like Allenheads, Cowshill and Menthead are among the highest villages
i England, eheir size and prosperity ebbing and lowing with the fortunes of lead mining.

“Hartsice " E Morth Peranines AOMNE Fartnership,

The 'Natural Beatty! of the North Pennines' =

Moorland Ridges

Moorland ridge landscapes divide the eastern and northern dales, These gently rolling sumimics range
froam 700 metres down to 450 metres in the east. They are dominated by dry heath vegetartion, che
changing colours of which provide irregular pattern in the landscape. This is in contrast to the more
regular pattern created by heather burning. There are few man made features and there are long
views across 4 sequence of ridges, sometimes with the dales partly visible below. They have less of a
feeling of remoteness and wildness than the moorland summits and placeau, though at their heart
they can seem dramatic and bleak.

Lowking down towards Teesale, abuve Midife End Views of the dales betow seduce the wiliess of the Moriond Ridges —
Choelie Hedley & Countryside Agency.




Moorland Summits

These are wild and remote landscapes of a seemingly endless blanket bag, with heather and cotton
grass creating a mosaic of colour and seasonal contrase. The landform is one of sweeping and
interlacking ridges and Millstone Grit caps that form the highest fells, with stepped profiles and flat
tops. Hidden valleys of small becks, burns or sikes cut through the ridge flanks, The highest ground,
around Cross Fell (823m) and other nearby summits, forms a secondary skyline above the main scarp
when viewed from the south and west.

There is a strong sense of openness and apparent naturalness and a general lack of modern man-
made features or perceived human influence. However, isolated redundant buildings asseciated with
the lead industry dot the landseape, notably smelt mill chimneys, which can sometimes be seen for
several miles, Those madern features that do ocour, such as the Air Traffic Control station on Great
Dun Fell, are incrusive elements in this wild place. Exposed outcrops of rock add to the contrasts in
colour and texture and to the wild, rugged qualities of the landseape. The climate is severe with high
rainfall, cold winters and short summers, the average summer temperature at Cow Green being the
same as that of Reykjavik in leeland, However, on clear days the views are long, wild and dramatic.

Moorland Plateau

This a relatively flat area of moaorland, at a lower level (400 — 500 metres) than the summics, with a
covering of continuous peat bog and a feeling of wildnass, namralness and remoteness, There is an
almost total lack of landmarks apart from the rocky raised simmit of Shackleborough, Wainwright
described this area as “the greatest wilderness in the country... a no man's land. ... that has no paths
or land marks... an upland desert”,

"Mearhand Flmteon landucape recedig beyoed Wemmerpl Fann”



Scarp

The scarp is a prominent feature of the skyline when approaching from the south and west It can be
seen for several miles across the Vale of Eden, to which it provides an impressive backdrop. lts
horizontal outcrops of limestone and voleanic rock display atractive forms and colours in the
changing light of passing day. South of Harside, the high, craggy, seemingly continuous scarp runs as
far as Brough. It inchudes impressive cliffs and scars with distinceive conical shaped outiers at Dufren
and Knock. On the slope, craggy features are mostly separated by open grazed grasstand or divided
occasionally inte small fields. At the southern extreme are remnants of ancient woodland with gully
and gill features occurring frequently Views westwards aver the Eden Valley are spectacular. The high
moorand summits beyond form a secondary skyline from the south and west.

“Souther Scorp, Vale of Eden” — Chaviie Hedley © Countryside Apency

The ! Natural Beauty® of the:Narth Pennines

Incised Scarp

Morth of Hartside, the deeply incised scarp is less craggy and is lower and more gentle in characrer. It
is incised by the valleys of Croglin Warter and the River Gelt in the north and has rounded hills at
Cumrew and Talkin. A band of steeply sloping fells behind forms a secondary skyline.

AWAITING NEW PHOTOGRAPHY
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Hay Meadows and Species Rich Verges

The Morth Pennine dales support over 40°% of the UK's upland hay meadows and this grassland
community is now one of the rarest in the country. Many examples of traditionally managed meadows
form part of the ‘in bye’ land of the Morth Pennine hill farms, where they are cut for hay between
early July and August, once the food-value of the crop has peaked and the flowers have set seed, These
meadows support plants such as wood craneshill, great burnet, pignue, bugle, globellewer, marsh
hawl's-heard, ladys mantles and yellow rattle They are alsa of great importance for breeding birds
such as yellow wagrafl, redshank and lapwing, and for feeding birds such as twite. There are extensive
arcas of good quality hay meadow in Upper Teesdale, Weardale, Baldersdale and in the Allen Valleys,

Mationally, hay meadows have suffered a significant decline in the past 50 years, but they remain a vital
element of the physical and cultural landseape of the Morth Pennines. Even here, hay meadows have
been reduced in excent by agricultural incensification and they are eurrently at risk frem the use of
inarganic fertilizers and herbicides, ploughing and reseeding, conversion to silage, heavy grazing
pressure, drainage and neglect. Traditional management practices should be encouraged to promaote
hay meadow conservation, including halting of ploughing and reseeding. an end to mechanical
aperations during the bird breeding season, reducing the application of artficial fertiliser and slurry,
and returning to hay production in place of silige, Due to the small and fragmented nature of these
remaining meadows, the restoration and enhancement of degraded hay meadows is a prioricy.

Many plant communities similar to those in hay meadows occur outside of agricultural land, most
notably on roadside verges. Many roadside verges have suffered from mismanagement, neglect and
damage over the years, However, a growing awareness of their richness and importance is leading to
greater effort from, and cooperation between, conservation bodies, highway authorities and urilities.
County Council countryside and ecology stall and the Durham Biodiversity Partnership have all
undertaken valuable work on the conservation of species rich verges in recent years, including
providing support to highway authorities on appropriate verge management, The ADMNB Partmership's
Guidance of the Management and Maintenance or Roads in the Morth Pennines AOMNE features
AORMB-focused advice for highway authorities on management of important verges.

“Hiy Meadow” — Chivfie Hedley £ Comstrysile Agency,



Moorlands - their wildness and wildlife

From the high summits of Cross Fell and the bleak expanses of blanket bog on the plateau above
Lunedale, to the high ridges berween the eastern and northern dales, the moorland landscapes of the
Forth Pennines are some of England's wildest places. They are home to some of our rarest and most
charismatic wildlife and have an unspoilc sense of naturalness and remoteness found in few other
places on our crowded islands.

This sense of wildness is more imagined than real, as even the most remore summits have been
affected by grazing animals under the control of humankind for centuries. Most of our moarland
landscapes are also the product of management for grouse shooting and this continues to be a key
mative force in their conservation. There are few man made structures on the moors and most of
these that oo, such as the redundane mine shops and smele mill chimneys, contribute o their wild
character, This, and the often dramatic weather, can make them feel like a place apart from the world
below. & wall an the moors offers a sense of tranguility and isalaton that is difficult to find
elsewhere in England.

The meoorland habitats include 36% of England's upland heathland, Dry heath, which covers 14% of
the AORE (almaest 30,000 ha), is dominated by heather {ling) and bell heather and ocours on the
steeper hill slopes and as mosaics with acid grasslands. Wet heath, characrerised by cross-leaved heath
andlor purple moor grass, occurs in waterlogged valleys and in association with blanket bog. Although
this habitat is generally poor in plant species it supports a variety of dwarf shrubs and is rich in
invertebraces.

21% of the AOMNE {alinost 45,000 ha) is covered by wild expanses of blanket bog, occurring over the
mantle of peat that covers extensive areas of plateau and gente slopes. This represents 200 of
England’s blanket bog and 3% of the UK wral. A rypical trace of blanket bag in the Morth Pennines
containg heather, cross-leaved heath, hare's-tail cottongrass, bilberry, common cottongrass, cloudberry,
deergrass, crowberry and bog asphodel, as well as many species of peat-building sphagnum maoss.

Unenclosed moorlands of the Morth Pennines are also important for a variety of specialised bird
species including red grouse and black grouse {which feed on the young tips of heather), hen harrier,
merling shore-eared owl, curlew, golden plover, dunlin and owire.

The highest ground in England, outside the Lake Districe, can be found in the Morth Pennines and on
the highest and most exposed land s a montane heath (184 ha) with prostrate, weather-beaten
shrubs, mosses and lchens, more gpical of pares of the Scottish Highlands, Seepages at these higher
elevations support a montane ‘brown flush’ vegeration community found nowhere else in England.
This includes eommeon yellow sedge, yellow mountain saxifrage, Alpine meadow-rue, tree-Nowered
rush and yellow marsh saxifrage.

Orther major habitats of our uplands include both calcarecus and acid grasslands. Upland calcareous
grasslands are relatively rare with only 750 ha in the AOME; of particular importance in the Morth
Pennines are those that exist over the outcrops of sugar limescone, which occurs ac juse two places
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in the UK. Many natienally and locally rare plants oecur an the sugar limestone grasslands of Moor
Hause — Upper Teesdale MINR, including Teesdale violet, spring gentian, hair sedge and false sedge.
Grazing plays a part in maintaining this unique plant community, by maintaining a short and diverse
sward. Teesdale sandwort and the round mouthed whorl snail are found here and nowhere else in
Britain. Both species are representative of a suite of arctic-alpine species which, quite remarkably,
have persisted here since the end of the bist glaciaton, This is the result of a combination of ground
conditions, a relatively severe climate and low intensity agricultural management.

There are four main types of acid grassland in the North Pennines totaling 44,000 ha (almost 21% of
the AOMB), distinguished by their dominant species (mat grass, sheep's fescue and comman bent, wavy
hair grass and heath rush), Large areas remain because they are difficult to improve for agriculore. It is
possible to restore some of the less modified acid grasslands to heathland, though this must be
balanced with areas where dwarf shrubs have been lost that are still important for breeding waders.

There is lictle statistical evidence available on the impacts of land use pressure in the North Pennines
ACHMB, However, it is clear from experience that the wildness and wildlife of our moorland landscape
is under pressure from several sources. These important habitats and their wildlife are aflected o
varying degrees by grazing pressure {too much or too litte), bracken encroachment, accidental fire
damage and arson, sometimes inappropriate burming management, drainage and recreational pressure
on sensitive sites, In the past they have suffered from planting with conifers,

The sense of wildness and remateness is easily shatcered by low flying milicary aircraft and the noise
from MoD Ranges. Pressure for windfarms, smaller scale wind energy development and telecom
masts is growing and will need to be handled sensitively. The result of the demand for increased
demestic and commercial water supply in previous decades can clearly be seen in the creation of the
major reservoirs of Derwent in the 1960s and Cow Green in the 19705, alongside the other
reservoirs of Teesdale and Weardale, Whilst not affecting the tranquility of the moorlands, they have
eroded its sense of wildness, and destroyed important habitats,

Increased use of motorbikes and 4x4 vehicles for lind management or for sport shooting and other
recreation, could alse adversely affect the wild qualities of the area,

Mast of the moorland of the AQMB will become accessible on foot, under rights of access which will
come into force early in the life of this plan. This too poses a potential threat, as yer unguantified, to
fragile plant habitats and bird species. Equally increased access may lead to greater enjoyment and
understanding of the area and to greater support for conservation, Mew access will certainly need o
be managed carefully, to ensure that new rights can be enjoyed alongside the exercise of new
responsibilities,

“Sping Gentimn” 1 Moreh Pernines AGKE Partnership,



Trees and Woodlands

Human activity over several thousand years has created the landscape we enjoy today, benefiting a
whole range of species and habitats bue greatly reducing our woodland cover, Remarkably, the Morth
Pennines, with 43 trees per square kilometre, has half as many trees per square kilomerre as the City of
Wastminster, but this hasn't always been the case and it does not imply that local woodlands are
insignificant. Upland woodland was once a much more common feature in the Morth Pennines
landscape and episodic changes of land use by the miner-farmer communities permitted regeneration of
vrees and shirubs, However, persistent grazing by livestock has fragmented and diminished our woods.

There are 5,128 hectares of woodland in the AQOMNE; 3,483 ha (68%) is coniferous, with 1,645 ha
{32%) broadleaved; 930 ha, (57%) of the broadleaved woodland is ancient and semi-natural. (Source:
Forestry Commission),

Many of the ancient semi-nawral woodlands occur in steep gills, which have been too difficult to clear
for agriculture or graze with sheep, Others are found alang river valleys, pardcularly the Allen and the
Sauth Tyne. Four principal woodland types are found in the Morth Pennines: upland mixed ash woods,
upland oak woods, wet woodland, and conifer plantations. Juniper scrub s also an internationally
important feature of the middle dales, notably in Teesdale and also in Allendale. The woodland
communities of the Marth Pennines are important in their own right for their contribution to the
landscape and for the biodiversity which they support, which includes red squirrels in several
locations. Isolated wrees and small groups of vees are also a distinctive feature in the landscape.
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Upland mixed ash woods occur on base rich soils and are dominated by ash and wych elm, with
birch, sessile oak, rowan and bird cherry. The ground flora is herb rich and is notable for bright
displays of flowers such as bluebell, primrose, wood cranesbill and wild garlic. Waood avens, dog violet
and wood sorrel are also regular features of the ground flora, which is often rich in ferns due to jrs
higher humidity. Good examples of such woodlands can be found in pares of Teesdale, Weardale and
the Derwent Valley. The Helbeck and Swindale Woods ¢SAC near Brough are considered to be one of
the best examples of this woodland type in the LK,

Upland oalk woods are found an free-draining more acidic soils As well as sessile oak, downy and
silver birch are also present as canopy species, with an understorey of rowan, hazel and hally. Ground
flora varies with soil type and degree of grazing, but typically includes species such as wavy hair grass,
wood sorrel, wood anemone, bluebell and bilberry, Birdlife in these woods is typical of many such
woodlands in the northern and western UK, supporting migrant wood warbler, pied flycaccher,




redstart and tree pipit, as well as a range of common resident species. These woods also support a
diverse comimunity of lichens and bryoplyrtes. This woodland type now typically occurs as fragments,
surviving in steep-sided gills, with few blocks in excess of Sha in size. It is believed that approximarely
7B0ha of upland oak woedland remains in the AQOMNB (source — Matural Area Profile) with over half
of this being in the Allen and South Tyne Valleys. Derwent Gorge MR and the Gelt Valley also have
significant and species rich oak woodland.

Wet woodlands are found on poorly drained soils, particularly in river valleys across the AONE and
are dominated by alder, birch and willows. They are an important winter food source for black
grouse. Extensive flaodplain and hillside wet woodland is now extremely rare and the alder-ash
woodlainds of the Marth Pennines are considered o be of national importance.

Juniper is one of Britain's few native evergreen shrubs and juniper scrub is an increasingly scarce and
fragmented habitat. juniper stands occur at very scattered localities within the Morth Pennine dales,
althaugh the Moor House-Upper Teesdale MNIMR contains one of Britain's largest stands, with at least
15,000 bushes, covering around 100ha. ¥What remains is often even-aged, dominated by older bushes,
with virtually no regeneration ocourring,

Coniferous plantation woodlands eonstitute a substantial proportion of the woodland cover
within the AOMNB. These plantations are widespread, but are concentrated along the upland fringes
and lowland hills of Teesdale and YWear Valley, In the past semi-natural woods, heath, mire and
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grassland commumnities were planted with conifer; there is scope for the removal of this non-native
stock where remnants of the original ground flora still exist. However, it is important to take into
account the need to retain those conifer plantations supporting red squirrel. Proposals for new native
woadland planting should also take into account the need to minimise the potential for grey squirrels
to colonise isolated red squirrel sices.

Despite their importance, our woodlands are at risk from several common problems, notably
overgrazing, lack of management and the spread of non-native species. Wet woodlands are addidonally
at risk from lowering of the water table through drainage and abstraction, poor water quality, some
flood prevention measures and the virulent disease affecting alder, Phytaphthora. Managing juniper is a
notoriously difficult task and it will require considerable conservation effort to maintain the nationally
impartant juniper scrub of the Morth Pennines, There is much scope for creating new native
woodlands across the AOMNB, which can conserve and enhance lndscape character and increase
biadiversity.




Upland Birds

Anyone visiting the Morth Pennines in spring and early sumimer will be tken aback by the sheer
numbers of birds breeding in the moorland, blanket bog, marginal grassland and hay meadow habitats
of the AQRE. This is the most important upland area in England for breeding raptors, black grouse
and waders.(See page | 8).

The hay meadows of the Morth Pennines provide a valuable fecding ground for species such as linnet
{and twite in Upper Teesdale), whilst good mumbers of grey partridge and lapwing also breed here,
Perhaps the most characteristic breeding bird of these meadows is the yellow wagtail, now showing
alarming signs of decline. As they breed within the hay crop, their nests are vulnerable to destruction
from early hay and silage cutting. In pastures, ground nesting birds may be vulnerable to trampling by
stock, especially where stocking densities are high.

Upand marginal grassland, a specialicy of the Morth Permines ADMB, embraces allotment, rough
grazing and rushy pastures. Collectively, these support important populations of breeding waders and
black grouse and during the spring and early summer they are alive with the song and display of
breeding birds, The enclosed pasoures are characrerised by a distncrive suite of breeding wading
birds: lapwing, curlew, oystercatcher and redshantc At higher elevatons, dunlin can be found on the
exposed, wet tops, with golden plover on the heather.
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The ADME holds almost B0% of England'’s remaining population of black grouse {approx, 750 males), a
once widespread species and our most impressive and enigmatic game bird, Black grouse are
dependent on a mosaic of habitat types found at the moorland edge. Display sites (leks) are
traditionally used each year and are generally characterised by relatively short vegetation in the rushy
pastures and ‘white moor’ marginal grasslands below the fell wall, In other places intensive grassland
management gives way to intensive heather management for red grouse, but in the Morth Pennines
land managers lave retained our white moor areas, to the grear benefit of birdlife. The suite of upland
waders can be found at internavionally significant densities on the moorland fringes and extensively
managed grasstands of the middle dales landscapes. In some of these areas survey work has revealed
breeding densities of over 90 pairs of waders per square kilometre, some of the highest in Britain,
Curlew, redshank and snipe favour werter grasslands for breeding, whilst oystercatchers frequent the
river and streamside fields.
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Beyond the fell wall, game management has led to large populations of red grouse. One of the highest
densities of breeding merlin in Britain also occurs here and short-eared owls can regularly be seen
quartering the spring and summer moorlands and rougher grasslands. The steeper crags of the
woestern and southern Morth Pennines also support approximately 2% of the British peregrine
population, The extensive moorland has the potential to support a large number of breeding hen
harriers and persecution may be one of the reasons for the lack of breeding success of this species,

The red grouse, an upland specialist, remains on the high moors throughout the year, feeding on the
young tips of heather and other moorland plants sueh as bilberry. Average July densities for the
Morth Pennine grouse moors are estimated to be over 80 birds/km’, some of the highest in the UK,

High on the fells, golden plover are accracted to exposed limestone, short turf and recently burnt
heather. This species breeds in internationally imporeant numbers in the Mereth Pennines, with the
population estimated to be about 2,250 pairs, Adult birds often leave nesting areas to feed when not
incubating and favoured feeding sites can be a considerable distance from the nest. These may include
areas of marginal grassland, allotment, improved pasture and meadow. By eontrast, the dunlin breeds
in relatively small numbers on the high plateau of the Morth Pennines, typically on moors daminated
by extensive areas of blanket bog.

The AOMB alse has a eharacteristic group of songbirds, which include ring ouzel, meadow pipit and
large numbers of skylark that, despite the well documented decline in many areas of the country, are
still abundant here, Wheatears nest amid the stones of old walls and sheep stalls and whinehat
typically breed in bracken beds and areas of long ‘serubby” vegetation. The owite is an important bue
easily overlooked species of the Morth Pennines. This small, delicately streaked brown passerine
breeds in areas of long heather or bracken at the moorland edge but is dependent for feeding on
herb-rich pastures and meadows at lower altitudes,

Owur rivers are home to birds such as dipper and grey wagtail, whilst our dales woodlands support
species such as pied flycatcher and redstart. Though these species are not as significant in population
terms as our waders, raptors and black grouse, they all add to the distinctive character of our birdlife.

This abundant birdlife makes the Morth Pennines unique among upland landscapes in England today.
Grazing pressure, mechanical operations during the nesting season, neglect of rushy pastures,
disturbance, accidental moorland fires (and arson), persecution and even inereased traffic, all threaten
the populations of the characterizstie birds of the AOMB. The future for the characteristic birds of the
Marth Pennines lies in how well we can address these issues and retain the mosaic of upland habitats
an which they depend.

“Merkn" £ RSP,



ural Beauty! of the Narth Pennines

A World Class Earth Heritage

Mowdwere is an understanding of the physical landscape — the landforms, rocks, geological and
mineralogical featres — more vital w land management and interprecacon than in dhe Mordh
Pennines. The AQME abounds with geological sites and features of importance. The AONE is of global
iinportance for its geology and includes a classic example of a base metal orefield,

Partly i vecognition of this, though also in recogniton of local efforts to conserve and interpret
earth science, the Morth Pennines AOMB was the first area in Britain to be awarded the UMNESCO-
bacled stats of ‘European Geopark” (June 2003), European Geoparks are areas with ourstanding
geology, where there is a clear strategy and ongoing action for conserving earth hericage features and
interpretng them to the public. The AQME Parcnership is responsibde, through the ACMNEB Salf Unic,
for managing the designation locally. Amaongst other things it must seek to ensure that the European
Geopark Metwork's Charcer is upheld over marters such as the collection and sale of geological
material and appropriate use of the Geoparlk branding as a promotional wal. Each European Geopark
has its mambership of the Evropean Geopark Mecwork re-evaluated every three years.

Dwuring its long history of mineral extraction and associated exploration, the Morth Pennines has
been ot the forefront of developing ideas and concepes in the understanding of geological processes
andl formation of are deposics. Many Tundaimental concepts in geological sclence can trace their early
origing to this area. The area’s geological inportance rests not jusc on those features which can be
seen today, but from the Morth Pennines’ crucial place in the evolution of the sciences of geology and
mineralogy. Examples of this importance inchade:

B the succession of Carboniferous rocks and the understanding of how they have been laid
down has been highly influential in interpreting similar rocks elsewhere in Britain and beyond,

Ed che Whin Sill — the ‘type’ sill of geological science Where vivers cross Whin Sill exposures,
such as at High Force and Low Force, dramatic waterfalls are formed, which coneribue
mich to the area's distincriveness,

B the numerous ore deposits, which have contributed so much to the understanding and
discovery of similar deposits worldwide,

B the predicion and discovery of twe concealed Weardale Granite, its key role in the
generation of the ore deposits and the model it has provided for understanding ore-forming
processes worldwide,

the area has the remarkable distinction of containing the type locations for four mineral species,
23 sites are designated as Sites of Special Scientific lnerest (55505) for their geolagical,
mineralogical or geomaorphological inwerest. Over 20 sites in the Cumbrian Morth Pennines are
currently designated as Regionally lmporant Geological and Geomaorphological Sices (RIGS) and
a sl umber of sites in County Durlaum are designated as Durbam County Geological Sites,

Geolagical features are at risk from uncontrolled collecting of mineral specimens, which may damage
the conservation importance of the area, However, the main factor affecting geological conservation is a
lack of appreciation of its importance wo the AGMNB and of its international significance. To accompany
this management plan, the AOMNE Parmership and Britsh Geological Survey have produced a ‘Morth
Pennines AOMNE Geodiversity Action Plan, the first of its kind for a UK protected landscape. The
implementation of the recommendations in this document will bring about an end to the relatve
neglect of our world class earth heritage and afford e the conservation and celebration that it deserves.
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Rivers and Wetland

The world famous rivers Tyne, VWear and Tees all have their birthplace high in the NMorth Pennine hills,
Most of our rivers are celatively unpolluted and suppore oter, water vole, brown trout and Atlantic
salmon, They are home o dipper, common sandpiper and grey wageail, with poosander where woodland
provides opportunities for nestng. As the level of the L falls away, leaving wider valleys and more
gentle hills, kingfishers bring a flash of electric blue to the riverbank. Our rivers also have a diverse range
of features, such as riffles, shingle banks and pools, which each support a range of plants and animals.
These channel features are complemented by bank features, such as earth or rock cliffs, stands of reeds,
waoodland or herb-rich grasslands, Together, this range of wildlife and habitats and cheir generally wild
and unspoilt nature, makes owe rivers one of the greatest natural assets of the Morth Pennines,

O rivers have shown a remarkable recovery in fish populations, with the South Tyne and the Tees
having greatly improved stocks of salmon and sea trout and the Derwent having a regionally
important brown crout fishery, The main River Ty is now the best salimon river in England, The
continuing impact of pollution from historic mining activicy on the water quality of the East and West
Adlen catchments (and that of che Ment) means that there are low invertebrace and fish densities in
these rivers, However, they have developed a riparian flora which is tolerant of heavy metal pollutants
and this is I large part the reason for the proposed designation of the Tyne and Allen River Gravels
SAC, Some of the tributaries of the river Eden arise in the Morth Pennine fells, forming part of an
internaticnally important river system designated as a candidate SAC for a number of species,
including salinen and white-clawed erayfish.

“Thee River South Tyme®,
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Away from the rivers, other wetland areas, notably springs and flushes add much to the biodiversity
of the AOME, with the basic flushes of Moor House-Upper Teesdale MMNR being of international

conservation importance,

The Morth Pennines provides water for many surrounding towns and eities, from its reservairs, which
have also become home to a range of bird and animal life, including otters and an imporant breeding
population of wigeon. Our reservoirs have become popular places for fishing and sailing and their
banks are popular with walkers and eyelists,

Several Marth Pennine rivers have attractive and sometimes dramatic waterfalls, notably High Force,
Low Force, Cauldran Snout and Thartergill Farce As well as being of considerable geological interest,
they malee an important contribution te a sense of place and are popular places to visic,

Despite the generally optimistic outlook for our rivers and streams, they are currently at risk from
pollution, including nutrient enrichment, toxie discharges and farm waste, They are also affected by:
inappropriate channel and bankside management, including intensive grazing up to the river edge,
unsympathetic engineering works and eulverting, The spread of non-native species such as Himalayan
balsam, Japanese knooweed and mink can adversely affect local plants and animals, Catchment land use
incheding drainage schemes at headwaters (gripping), alteration of flows, water abstraction, agriculoural
intensification and developments within the floodplain, all place the natural value of our rivers and
streams under future pressure,

"Law Force, on the River Tees™ — Charke Hedley © Countryside Agency



Walls and Boundary Features

A classic Morth Pennine sight in speing and carly summer is a wading bird standing atop a drystone wall,
Dhrystone walls are the dominant boundary feature of the ADMNE, with mile upon mile of them
accentuating the landform and imposing a distnctive paccern on the landscape, Although other boundary
featires such as hedges and sod casts are rare, they can be an imporant pare of the local lindscape.

It is thought that the pattern of fields in the dales began 1o emerge as early as the | 2th Century or
C 1 3th, but it was from the Cléth onwards dhat small, irregular enclosures began to impose more
patiern on the landscape. The pattern of larger and sometimes more regular enclosures from the
Cl18ih and Cl9th is now the prominent wall feature of the dales. Enclosure Acrt fields are
supplemented by smaller fields of the miner—farmer landscapes, more commen in places such as
upper Weardale, the upper Allen Valleys and parts of Teesdale,

Wall construction varies in design across the area (see illustration), with marerials including
sandstone, old red sandscone and limestone.

As well as being characteristic features of the landscape, walls provide a habitat for 2 wide range of
floweering plants, ferns, mosses and lichens adapted to rock habitats. Mumerous invercebrates, reptiles,
birds and mammals use dry stonewalls for feeding, breeding or shelcer, whilst they also provide
apporunities for some species o disperse through the landscape.

It is estimated that approximately half of our drystone walls are derelice. In some places, noably the dale
heads, the wmbladown nature of the walls is part of the character of the area and it would not be
desivable to return every wall to how it was on the day it was finished, except for where they are needed
for steck retention. Where their extent and condition has declined, this is pardy due to a reduction in the
number of prople pracising vaditional walling skills, removal for field and road expansion and neglect.

Historic Environment and Built Heritage

I, Appreciating the buman influence on the Mordh Pennines landseape is central to implementing
measures to conserve and enhance the area’s natural beaury, The legacy of the complex layers of
change in landuse, seclement and individual buildings widhin the landscape continues 1o contribute
o the character of the area today, Despite recent important steps towards increasing our
underscanding of the historic environment of the Morth Pennines, our knowledge is still relatively
poor. An explanation of ongoing research and that which is required, is cutlined in this plan,

Evolution of the historic landscape

1. The English landscape is nowhere completely natural; even the Morth Pennines with its wild expanse
of maorand and gentle dales displays evidence of centuries of human exploitation and management,

3. People began colonising the Morth Pennines abour 8,000 years ago, lured in part by a period of
warmer and drier climate, and entering a landscape thar was wooded, apart from the highest
fiells. Iniriated by the prospect of new hunting grounds and woodland that was relatively easy to
clear, a process of exploitation and manipulation of the land began, the progress of which has
elibird and flowed across the landscape ever since,

i Thé'Nafljt*_al Eeauf}f’.ﬁf the North Pernines
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There is no doubt much to still be discovered, but evidence of the earliest settlers can be found
as flint tools and worked debris eroding out of the hillsides, as burial mounds and hue circles and
in the form of the earth boundaries of disused field systems scattered throughout the uplands
and valley sides. Evidence of the extent of colonisation in the valley bottoms is patchy and a large
amount may have been swept away by later sertlement and land use,

The clearance of the woodland increased during the later prehistoric period as agricultural processes
intensified. Coupled with climatic change and population growth, the upland colonisation eventually
resulted in the erosion and acidification of the soils and the formation of the peat blanket.

Fram the beginning of the first millennium, farming was probably concentrated in the areas
where we find it today, However, woodland management, in all its forms, will have played a far
mare important role in the economic life of the community than it does today. Field patterns and
other boundary features ac this time would not anly have been influenced by agricultural practice
and landuse as had previously been the ease, but also by ownership.

Greater evidence is available from features and scructures in the landscape which indicates the
change in social structure by the early medieval period. At that time, powerful palitical and
religious individuals and groups were establishing cheir authority and contral over the land and
population. An example of this is Blanchland Abbey, founded by the Premeonstratensian Order in
1165, which controlled a vast estate until the dissolution in the 16th century. Similarly the village
names of VWestgate and Easegate in Weardale represent the entrances to the Bishop of Durham’s
hunting park. There are many boundary patterns, earthwork features and place or field names
that have remained with us even though their significance or purpose has long been forgoreen.

The medieval estate could cover a very large area of farmland and contain many hamlets and villages.
It also contained raw materials such as timber, stone, iron ores, lead ore and silver all of which were
exploited by the medieval estates, The physical signs of all of this activity, beyond the buildings of the
elite, may be hard to picl out with certainty, but traces of this long history of calonisation can be
found in the boundaries, trackways, quarries, mines and farmsteads that make up the spectacular
Morth Pennines landscape. Deforestation, non-statutory enclosure, squatter encroachment and the
dissolution of the monasteries have continued to alter the landscape considerably since the mid |6th
Century. Processes of landscape change that were well underway before 1600 were formalized during
the Industrial Revolution and the Enclosure Acts malding a lasting imprint on the landscape,

Lead mining came to dominate the economic life of the area from the | 7th century until its
decline ar the end of the |9th century and it had a lasting impact on the landscape, There are
few places in the Morth Pennines where you are not within sight of evidence for this indusery.
Mines, smelt mills, railways, spail heaps and hushes are the most obvious legacy, bue it affected
the wider landscape as well, including parterns of sectlement. The many historie chapels of the
area are also in part a legacy of the population expansion associated with lead mining. With this
increase in population many settlements and smallholdings were established by miners, who, as
part-time farmers, extended agriculture to jts very limits at the top of the dales. Other planned
‘showease' settlements of the period, such as those at Allenheads and Middleton in Teesdale alsa
make an important contribution te the character of the area.

“Wliner-farmers, upper Wesardale, eady C19h"

The distinctive pattern of minor roads, lanes, footpaths and other rights of way concentrared in
the middle dale and dale head landscapes are associated with this historic pattern of miner —
farmer small holdings. These routes are now important for the recreational opportunities they
offer. The pack horse trails, for instance, are the subject of a praject by the AOMNBE Partnership to
develop them as an integrated and promoted network of recreational riding roures,

- The disappearance of industries like lead mining and the maore recent decline of farming and

associated communities, continued the process of landscape change. Valuing the landscape for its
past and present culture, as well as its current intrinsic features, is an imporeant contributor to
the future protection of the Morth Pennines AQNB,

Historic Buildings and Settlement Pattern

12

The settlement pattern in the North Pennines is basically an agricultural one, overlaid by, but not
always submerged by, the industrial activities and mineral workers settlements developed mainly



over the last 250 years, The patern of rural building existing today varies through the AONB
from the scattered farmsteads of the Strathinore and Raby estates in Teesdale to the more dense
lead imining and subsistence smallholdings of dhe Ment and Allen Valleys and Weardale, I is
impormant w remember thar this is only the present culmination of many centuries of setlement
evolution, during which secclemencs grew, shrank and shifted their location,

FProtection for the built environment

13,
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Protection for the buile envirenmen is enshrined in regulations and incentives that are controlled
throwgh the Planning Acts, including Conservation Areas and individual buildings listed for the
architecusral and historic iimporance. Within che Morth Pennines AOME, the resource of listed
buildings and Scheduled Ancient Monuments is shown in the able below, OF the listed buildings,
kny have been deemed "at visk” by English Heritage and receive special priovity for consolidation.

Lisved Building (1) I
Listed Building (11" 7 9 10 24
Listed Building (11) 185 ila 259 662
SAM a4 87 24 363
Buildings at Risle 3 4 3 10
Hurth Persanes ACWE Hrioric Enmramiend Besowee Sunminary
4. The Morth Pennines has listed buildings ranging from Anglo-Saxon times to the Vicoorian era, The

greatest number belong to the 18th and early |9th Centuries, which is a reflection of the high
standard of architecture and che high survival rate of buildings of those tmes, partly because of
their relatively recent construction. This is also a note-worthy period for the variery of buildings
which are listed. These include greac country houses like Horsley Hall, town houses like those in
Alston and Middleon in Teesdale and village cotages like those at Wearhead, Melmerby or
Allenheads, Earlier buildings are not so comman, simply because time has taken its toll, In most
instances it is only the more substantial and higher status ones which have survived, such as
manor houses (ep Stanhope Hall), basdes (e.g. Monl, Wese Allendale) and churches {eg.
Blanchland). Some building types are found only in certain parts of the AQMNB, e.g. bastles were
prominent in Allendale bue are absent from Teesdale.,

Conservation Areas in the AOMB include the setdements of Cumrew, Milburn, Gamblesby, Alston
and Garrigill in Cumbria; Allendale and Blanchland in Morthumberland; Eastgate, Westgate, 5t John's
Chapel, lresheopeburn and Mewhouse, East Blackdene, West Blackdene, Cowshill, Hunstanwiorth,
Edmundbyers and Mewbiggin in Co, Durham, Development proposals in Conservation Areas must
be carefully considered for their impact on the character of the sertlement concerned,
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Historic environment conservation and the place for change

I8
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The landscape is a living artefact and the withdrawal of appropriate management, or allowing
haphazard develapment thae will aleer long-established patterns of land use and land cover, can
sometimes be as damaging to the sustainabilicy of landscape character as large scale new
development. Doing nothing is not an option and the effects of neglect and the weather can
quickly take their toll on our historic buildings and features. Change is part of the historic
process of our landscape’s development. When properly planned, change will always be more
acceptable than “fossilisation’, but it should be seen to be evolutionary, developing and enhancing
the fundamental character of the existing landscape.

Uil the Industrial Revolution, development took place gradually and organically to replace or
convert buildings as they became obsolete. The localised and craditional character of indigenous
buildings was retained, in part through the continued use of local materials. It is only in relatively




recent times that technology and transport has really enabled the provision af cheaper or
quicker options for most traditional aspects of building, as well as a range of entirely new
possibiliies. The adoption of these new techniques and materials has, however, led to a move
away from traditional scale, colour and texture in building, This change in building materials has in
part resulted in the elosure of loeal quarries, making traditional material harder to find and
resulting in a ‘recycling’ of existing material, further impoverishing the building stock.

IB. The conservation principles of earlier tmes remain valid today. It should be possible to adapt
technaological expertise to maintain and improve our environment by the effective use of existing
sound buildings and to provide the variation and subtlety of design, essential to a successful buile
ervironment.

19, The ADMNB "Partnerships Good Practice in the Design, Adaptation and Maintenance of Buildings
(2000) comprehensively addresses the avoidance of inappropriate conversion of traditional
buildings and has been adapted as Supplementary Flanning Guidance by several of the area’s lacal
authorities. The scale, design and layout of buildings is a crucial factor in developing and sustaining
the character of existing settlements.

Historic Landscape Characterisation

20, To help us understand and protect the landscape context of our historic buildings and
archaeological sites, there is a need to characterise the historie dimension of the countryside,
An approach has been developed using computer mapping that complements the wark already
done by the Countryside Agency (Countryside Character Areas) and English Mature (Matural
Area Profiles). Known as ‘Historie Landscape Characterisation’ (HLC), it is now being applied to
the counties of the Morth Pennines. Historic Landscape Characterisation is focused on
recognising the landscape as a product of dynamic change, and recognizing that change will
inevitably continue into the future, By characterizing changes in the past, the HLC project will
deliver the information needed to inform management and conservation decisions which now
and in the future, both on a day-to-day level and at a strategic and regional level.

21. There are several threats to the ongoing conservation of the character of the area’s historic buil
environment, These include, the ongoing effects of the weather on historic structures, a reduced
supply of local building materials, a lack of traditional architectural elements in building design
and the loss of traditional building skills. There s a elear need o find new uses for redundant
buildings and enhanced vses for underused ones, There is also an urgent need to improve our
collective knowledge of the historic environment, to enable decisions about the future to be
infarmed by a scund understanding of the past.
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A Cultural Landscape

A landscape such as the Morth Pennines does not take on a naticnal significance because of its
physical characteristics alone, but also because of the special cultural assaciations it has with people
or works of art and licerature. Celebrating those cultural associations closely connected to the
landscape and which contribute to a sense of place helps 1o reinforce the identity of the AONEB as
samewhere special and distinctive,

W Auden is perhaps the central figure of English 20th Century poetry and the Morth Pennines are to
hirn what the Lake District was for VWordsworth, The lead mining landscapes of the area provided Auden
with a never-failing source of reference and inspiration. Many of his poems of the "20s and "30s and two
influential plays are set here, The landscapes around Rockhope in upper Weardale and on Alsten Moor
had a particular impact on Auden and this is reflected in some of his best loved poems of the periad,
including “The Morth’,'Alston Moor’, The Old Lead Mine' and “The Engine House'. After the outbreak of
war, Auden even dedared to the American media his patriotic allegiance o the Morth Pennine moors’,
pather tan o England as such, When we look to what Auden saw as his “great pood place™ we can see
both the geographical area he defined and his partcular places of fascination and affection:

I see the pature of my kind

As a focality [ love,

Thase Fmestone mooes that stretch from Brough
To Hestiom and the Rorman Wall,

There is my symbol of us afl_.

Abways imy boy of wish retums

To those peot-stoined deserted burns
That fieed the Wear and Tyne and Tees,
Anel turning stotes to sirofa, sees

How basalt long oppressed broke out
Inn wild revolt at Couldron Snout

And from the refics of old mines
(Crerives his algebraic signs...

The derelict lead-smelting mil,

Flired to its chimaey wjs e hill
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Burt points, o londmark on Bolt's Law
The firger of all questions. There

In Rookhope [ was first owore

OF Self and Mot-self, Death and Dread..

There | dropped pebbles, fstened, heard
The reservoir of darkness strmed...

“Aucken’s beloved Roakbepe Londscope, Weardale”.  Mew Year Letter, 1940

Charles Dickens travelled extensively in Teesdale in the 1840s, researching and writing Michalas
Mickleby. He stayed ar the Maorrice Arms in Greta Bridge and spent some time in nearby Barnard
Castle. He based the infamous 'Dotheboys Hall” on a real institution ar Bowes, When Micholas arrived
in the area of his school, he “gazed upon the wild country round, coverad with snow” no doubr
referring to the wilds of Bowes Moor

Arguably Britain's finest landscape painter, JMVW Turner was also inspired by the Morth Pennines,
producing ourstanding worlk in Teesdale in the ke 1790s and bevween 1816 and 1836, He painted
several scenes around Bowes and Greta Bridge, before cravelling through Deepdale to Cotherstone
and on to Middleton in Teesdale. Here he stayed and paincted the town bridge and the river. He
followed the route of the modern-day Pennine Way, visiting the upper dale to produce wonderful
images of High and Low Force, Wynch Bridge (sketched from the Holwick side) and Cauldron Snout,
before maving on through High Cup Mick o Gufton,

Several organisations, including the Morth Pennines Heritage Trust, Teesdale District Council and the
Marth Pennlnes AORE Parmership have been active in the promotion of the links berween the Marth
Pennines which inspired Auden, Turner and Dickens and that which we see today, Their work and that
of other artists and writers is being used to introduce the Morth Pennines 1o a new audience,
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This part of the plan addresses the things which can be done to conserve and enhance the features identified in Part 2. It begins by setting out a bold Vision for the Morth Pennines in 2014, ten years on fram the
production of this plan. Rather than having chaprers on “subjects’ such as nature conservation, archaeology etc. this plan recognises that these things are ‘cross-cutting themes” in the conservation and enhancement
of natural beauy. This part of the plan considers the impaces on the landscape of land use planning, land management, road and wraffic management and elements of the life and work of communities. It identifies
ACHMEB Folicy Guidelines and objectives for these areas of activity, which are intended to promorte the conservation and enhancement of natural beaury.



A Vision for the North
Pennines AONB in 2014

The natural beauty of the North Pennines AONB

In 2014 those qualities that make the Morth Pennines AQMNB special and distinctive are well
protected and well managed. The extensive areas of moorland are under appropriate management
with increasing numbers of upland birds such as galden plover, black grouse and hen harrier. The
Maorth Pennines AOMB is famous for its increasing area of Nlower-rich haymeadows and its innovative
approach o integrated catchment management. Most of the wildlife that was targeted through the
biodiversity action plans is thriving, The geology of the Morth Pennines is cherished lacally and
celebrated Europe-wide. Through caring for the area’s geology and realizing its potential for tourism
and education, the ADMB has successfully maintained its status as a European Geopark, Important
examples of the area’s historic and archaeological heritage have been consolidated and the knowledge
about them is ever increasing. People know what makes their villages distinctive and this appreciation
is reflected in both new buildings and in conversions of existing ones.

The people of the Morth Pennines

In 2014 people living and working in the Morth Pennines AOMNE know that its special qualities
underpin much of the local economy. They wholeheartedly support work that enhances those special
qualities and many of them contribute to that work through employment or voluntary action, Many
opportunities to develop new skills and knowledge linked to the natural and cultural environment
have been developed. Both local people and visitors of all abilities confidently explore the area in a
way that is consistent with its wild and natural qualicy. using an integrated, accessible and well
maintained netwarl of paths, trails, recreational routes and open country.

The economy of the Morth Pennines

In 2014 farming and other laind-based enterprises are secn as a rewarding carcer, contributing to the
canservation of lindscape, wildlife and historic features, Farmers and land managers are appreciated for
what they contribute to the economy of the AONB, Opportunities have been grasped to develop and sell
distinctive quality products based on sustainable land management and the culture and traditions of the
Morth Pennines. Those products are available throughout the area and further afield. Tourism providers
see the mature and culture of the Morth Pennines AOMB as an integral part of their product and they
work together to act as ambassadors for the area. Local services and facilities have been maintained and
indeed expanded as a result of the thriving economy. Excellently designed affordable houses have also
added 1o the diversity of village life, Affordable public transport is widely available, valued and used,
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Land Use Planning

Oine of the principal ways in which the natural beauty and character of the Morth Pennines can be
conserved is dwough the application of a eonsistent and appropriate approach o planning policies
which is in line with the area’s designation as a landscape of naticnal importance. This does not mean
placing restrictions on all development, on innovative design or on new ideas, Ideally it means having
an ‘enabling” planning system, which actively prometes essential development that complements the
character of the landscape and sustains local jobs and services,

Majer development in the Morth Pennines AQRMNE is subject to national planning regulations and any
developments that are likely to have significant environmental impacts will be subject to an
Environmental hmpact Assessiment (EIA) However, locally there is an inconsistency in how planning
policy is produced and applied. Where this is done well, it can promote the conservation of the
ADME's special character, stimulate economic activity and increase the sustainability of communities,

The Maorth Penmines landscape has evolved over centuries and will keep evolving. However, there are
some features, those which create its essential character and make i different from elsewhere, which
there is a duty to conserve for future generations. The principal threat to the characer outlined in
the previous part of this plan comes less from major development than it does from the piecemeal
erosion of distincriveness that accompanies small scale change. Inappropriate building location, design
or restoration, telecom mases, overhead wives, miliary structures, mineral workings and the intrusive
effects of roads and roadside clutter, have all had a detrimental effect on the AOME to varying
degreas. This plan brings forward policy guidelines which seek to support planning authorities in
countering the threar of plecemeal erosion of local character, as well as an approach to major
development which complements national planning guidance,

Though the area’s bocal authorities are mainly planning for a stable, or in some cases reduced, population
over the coming 10 to 15 years, there will soill be demand for new housing. The nature and scale of such
housing development can have a considerable impact on the landscape amd on the character of
settlernents, Any new housing development which takes place must be appropriate to its serting and
avoid the use of standardised designs, which could be anywhera in the country and which detract from
bocal distinetiveness. The use of local materals, wherever possible, would help to support local jobs and
conserve local characrer, The AOMNB Parmerships Building Design and Agricultural Building Design
documents can provide planning authorities with considerable suppore in this field, Some authorities
have adopted these as Supplementary Flanning Guidance. The adoption of this guidance as
Supplementary Planning Documeants wathin the Local Development Frameworks will be encouraged,
The AOMB Fartnership should alse consider the need 1o revise this guidance in due course, taking into
account things such as the production of new Parish Plans and Village Design Statements.

Farish Plans and Village Design Statements can shape the future of local development dwough the
influence they might have on development plans and on decisions on individual planning applications. The
banad use elements of such plans / statements may be adopted by the local planning authority as
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Supplementary Planning Documents. The production of Parish Plans and Village Design Statements
should be encouraged as a way of further identifying and promoting local distinctveness.

The location of new development is an important factor in promoting sustainability in the AONE
and not just for its impact on the landscape. Mew development which is divorced from existing
services simiply creates more dependence on private transport. Carlisle Discrict Local Plan
{1997) has a policy on this which might usefully be replicated elsewhere:

B “In assessing new development proposals, account will be taken of the availability of public

transport, cycleways and pedestrian access to the site to minimise private car usage”. (Policy
TI Choice of Means of Transport).

The provision of new emplayment opportunities and safeguarding of existing employment is
important for the long-term sustainabilicy of local communities in the AQMB, Some of the large
employers located just outside the AOME boundary have closed, affecting the area’s communities




considerably, Most notable amongst these dosures is thar of the Eastgate Cement Works in
Weardale, where 147 jobs were lost in 2002, The future of the Eastgate site in particular is likely
to be the subject of much debate in the early life of this plan.Whatever is established there will
be a need to take account of its impact on the AQONB landscape, either visually or through the
transport demands it makes on the locality. Equally it has the potential to create a relatively large
mmber of welcome new jobs in industries from manufacturing to appropriate forms of
renewable energy to tourism. Landscape conservation and new employment should not be
mutually exclusive and this could be an exemplar development for the Morth Pennines as a
whole, Industrial / business development, here and elsewhere, which does not impact on the
quality of the AOME landscape and does not bring with it unacceptable levels of noise and traffic
should be welcomed if it supports local jobs and services. It should be particularly welcomed
where it is related to sustainable land management or for other businesses supporting the
conservation and enhancement of the special qualities of the AOMNB.

One of the principal features of the AORMB, which is so rare elsewhere in England, is its sense of
wildness and remoteness. However, this quality could be vulnerable to potentially intrusive
development such as telecom masts, wind wrbines and associated structures. Government. has set
challenging targets for the generation of renewable energy and there is considerable pressure on
lacal autharitios to find suitable sites. Regiomal renewable energy strategies identify potential sites for
wind energy generation close to the AONB. The Mational Association for ACMBs (NAADNE) has
produced a position statement on wind energy in AOMBs which reflects a balanced approach
between the need to reduce greenhouse gases and the need to protect for future generations the
nation's finest countryside. This position reflects fully the Government’s palicies as set out in draft
PPST and PPS22, the latter stating that wind energy proposals be assessed in relation to their impact
on the purpase of AOMB and Mational Park designation and an the special qualities of a particular
aren, Any adverse impact will need to be outweighed by socil, economic and other environmental
benefits in arder far the development to proceed. In assessing development proposals of this nature,
local planning authorities will need to be mindful of their duties under Section 85 of the CROW Act
as well a5 PPS 22, In mast circumstances such schemes will constitute ‘'major development’, and may
be incompatible with the ebjectives of designation. This NAAONE position statement is likely to be
expanded by mid 2004 to cover all forms of renewable energy and should provide guidance for all
planning authorities with ACMBs within their boundaries,

There are several small (6-10 metre) individual wind turbines in the AOMNB, serving single
properties or small groups. Further development of such turbines should be considered on a
case by case basis and should be the subject of a therough appraisal of their potential impact on
the landscape. Local Planning Authorities should set robust criteria for the assessment of such
schemes, being mindful of their duties under Section 85 of the CRaWY Act 2000

Other farms of renewable energy, such as geothermal, hydro electric and biomass, should be
welcomed in the ACNE as positive steps towards future sustainability, providing the associated
infrastructure is in keeping with the character of the landscape and does not adversely affect
other aspects of the area’s natural beauty.

Gl =0

. There are almost 20 telecom masts in the AQMNBE and there Is considerable potential for more in

the future, Mobile phone reception is poor in some parts of the ACNB and there is mounting
expectation that people should have good reception wherever they po. However, this should not be
a reason o further degrade a naticnally imporeant lindseape. This plan provides palicy guidelines
which seek to restrict new telecom mases. Telecom companies, and the emergency services, should
be encouraged to share infrastructure in an attempt to minimize new mase constroction,

Overhead power lines and other wires can have an equally ohorusive impace on the landseape.
Wherever possible providers should be encouraged to place these underground, with careful
consideration given to the impact on nature conservation or archaeological concerns, The
prasence of existing overhead wires in a given location should not be seen as a precedent for
further adding to the visual intrusion and loss of rural character chat such features cause,
Invariably the waork of installing such features will be carvied our by public wilities and they should
be mindful of their duties in reladon o AOMNBs under Section 85 of the CRoVy Act 2000

. Research carried out in preparation of this plan indicates a lack of consistency in planning p-c:liq.r

across the AQME, One of the main purposes of the Management Plan is to promote such consistency
of approach to ADMB management across administrative boundaries (where appropriate), and the
AOMB Partnership seeks to do this mainly through influencing development plans, This work needs to
be carried forward inte the new Local Development Frameworls, to ensure that planning policy
continues to support the conservation of natural beauty alongside essential development,

The AOMB Policy Guidelines which follow are presented to guide local authorities as to how
current policy in development plans mighe be adapred and future policy drafred, to promote the
conservation and enhancement of the natural beauty of the Marth Pennines. They seek to
promate greater consistency of approach across administrative boundaries and stimulate the
highest standards of planning and management,

The policy guidelines in the AQOMNE Management Plan, wherever possible, should be incorporacedd
into policies within Local Development Frameworls. To promote consistency, consideration
should be given to the production of a joint Local Development Document for the planning
authorities eavering the AQMNB

Related Plans and Strategies: Regional Spatial Strategy, Developrment Plans, Commanity Strotegies,
Parich Plans,

AONB Policy Guidelines — Land Use Planning

LPI  Major development in the AOME should only be parmitted where it is in the national
interest, cannot take place elsewhere and where there is no significant impact on the
landscape, wildlife and historical features,

LP?  Mew haousing development should anly be permitted in settlements that possess
appropriate services and where the sustainability of these sectlements and the
services offered would be enhanced. All development permitted should contribute e
local distinetiveness and landscape character,



LF3

LP4

LPS

LP7

LPg

L

LFI0

LFI1

LFI2

The production of Parish Plans and Village Design Statements, and there adoption
where appropriate as Supplementary Planning Guidance should be encouraged.

Mew business development should only be sived where the buildings, other
infrastructure and associated traffic generated do not dewract from the qualicy of the
landscape, impact on biodiversity or adversely affect local communities,

Promote the use of local maverials in building works and produce guidance notes
where required.

Allow the conversion, restaration and extension of properties only with features which
do not detract from the qualiy of the buile or natural environment. The priority for
comversion of properties should be for economic, rather than residential, use,

In the comversion of isolated structures into new uses, including dwellings, ensure thar
curtilage features such as gardens or access tracks do not decract from rural eharacrer
and local distincriveness and thae the character of the building itself remains intact.

The develapment of commercial seale ! non doemestic wind energy production within
the AOME should be resisted except for where it can be shown to have minimal
finpact on the special qualities of the AQMNB and the purpose of designation and
where such impact is outweighed by the economic, social and environmental benefics
which would accrue, in accordance with PP522. Other proposals for renewable energy
could be permitted providing their form, materials and infrastructure do not detract
fram landscape qualicy/characrer, biodiversity or the historic environment, or adversely
affece the local community. In their assessment of all such applications, within or
visually impacting on the AOMNB, local planning authorities should eake full aceount of
their duties under Section 85 of the Counryside and Righes of Way Act (2000) as well
as PPST and PPSE2, Should the final version of PP522 change substantially from the
drafe, the AOMBE Parcnership will seek to amend the published version of AQNB
Policy Guideline LP8,

Permission for telecom masts should only be granted where the applicant can show
that the proposal is in the national interest as pare of a national necworlk, that there is
no suitable alternative sice or that there is a genuine technical reason why masts
cannot be shared with other operators, i

The undergrounding of new or replacement calles, wires and pipelines should be
stromgly encouraged, with care being talen to conserve biodiversicy and the histaric
environment in all works.

Development plan policies and decisions on individual planning applications should
take into account their impace on the delivery of objectives and actions in Local
Biodiversity Action Plans and the MNorth Pennines AQMNEB Geodiversity Action Plan,

Consideration should be given to the production of a joint Local Development
Document for the planning authorities covering the AQMNE,

See afso:
AOMNB Policy Guidelines LM4, SC5, KS1LAHL T
Action Plan Objectives |, 4,24,27
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Supporting Sustainable
L and Management

The fundamental challenge for the future in the Morth Pennines is to address how the
economy of the AONB can be diversified and strengthened in order to support the
resident population and to facilitate continued and enhanced environmental
management. The provision of support to sustainable land management can malke a
significant contribution to meeting this challenge.

Farming in the North Pennines

A harsh climate and short growing season seriously limics what can be produced in the Morth
Pennines and the deep rural nature of the area can make farming here a hard and sometimes isolating
experience, In consultations on the development of this plan, local farmers and landowners have also
identified low prices for the producer, the imbatance in the relationship with large retailers and
distance from markets as barriers to making a living from the kand. Allied to this, there is a perception
af a lack of Government and EU understanding of farming and that planning regulations and
conservathon designations place too great a restriction on the activities of commercial laind managers.

In the public consultation which helped inform this draft management plan, the matter which was
placed highest on people’s list of priorities was that ‘farming and forestry should contribute to
the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty’. This recognises the role that land
management has already played in creating this landscape. However, it also emphasises a public
desire for an agricultural and land management system which is based on environmental ‘best
practice’ and produces more of the kind of countryside they want o see.

In the june 2002 DEFRA census, there were 1,723 farm units in electoral wards in or adjacent to
the AOMB, employing just under 4,000 people. The level of emplayment in farming within the
AOME is comparatively high and males agriculture still a vital compenent of local life. However,
the number of people emplayed in farming in the Morth Pennines fell by almost 60% between
1990 and 2002 and there Is ne sign tha this downward trend is abating,

There have also been changes in farm size and the number of farm units over the period. There
were almost 400 more farm units in che AQNE in 2002 than in 1990, There is a widely-held
perception that there is a trend towards larger farm holdings, but this does not reflect the full
picture of the changes occurring. Comparing 1990 data and that of 2002, there has been a dramatic
increase in the number of farms of less than 5 hectares (currently 38% of holdings), with a smaller
increase in the number of farms of over 100 hectares {currently 14% of holdings). This is at the
“expense’ of middle sized farms, which have seen the greatest reduction in the number of holdings,
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This can have a number of implications for canservation. It does not necessarily follow that
larger holdings will have a negative impact on landscape and wildlife, as is often espoused. Larger
holdings may in some cases be more profitable, allowing investment in both business and
environment. Small farms may be so marginal as to allow lictle scope for conservation minded
management, but part-time farmers may be able to alford conservation measures helped by
income from elsewhere, A trend towards larger holdings can be a positive and a negative
influence, dependent on the approach and finances of the owner.,

DEFRA census data shows that in 2002 farms in the AONB ran 620,000 sheep and 81,000 catele,
with a small area of arable operations on the eastern fringe. There was a 23% decline in sheep
numbers over the period 1990 - 2002, though this is not as marked as may have besn expected
following the 2001 Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) outbreak. It would appear that many farmers
have quickly restocked o pre-FMD levels and their practices continue as before, Others see ‘the
writing on the wall' for higher densities of livestack in the uplands and are already moving



towards measures more compatible with che conservation of a more diverse and species-rich
landscape, There is evidence that, in the aftermath of the foot and mouth outbreak and perhaps
in anticipation of agricultural reforms to come, more farmers are seeking to enter agri-
environment schemes and reduce stocking rates (e.g, applications for Countryside Stewardship in
che ACME in 2003 were significantly up on previous years).

Many farms have fell vights for grazing as part of a common grazing system, with 29.5% (58,423

ha) of the moorland area in e ADMNE being registered common knd. Much of the moorland is
also used for grouse shooting, This has had implications for conservation, as the headage payment
system has driven numbers of animals to parteularly high levels on commaon land. It also has
implications for entry to agri-envirenment schemes, as securing agremments on commons is
mare difficule than on single-ocoupancy land.

Two agri-environment schemes currently operate in the Morth Pennines — the Environmenrally
Sensitive Area Scheme (ESA) and Countryside Stewardship. Through these two schemes 38.4% of
the land area of the ADME is managed under a conservation agreement, with the ESA accounting
for B.9% and Countryside Stewardship for 29.0% (Source DEFRA). The Pennines Dales ESA is a
non-competitive scheme, allowing all those landowners in the scheme area who wish to
participate to do so. Funding is available in two ters, for which increasingly far-reaching
conservaton measures accompany increasing payments, 30.9% of the ESA agreements include an
element of Tier 2 land (Source DEFRA). Though there will always be questions about the rate of
grant avallable, the ESA scheme has evolved to have an ever strenger focus an the key species and
habitars of the area and has done much to conserve wildlife and landscape value in the AQOMB.

The Countryside Stewardship Scheme is competitive, with an annual round of applications for a
finive sum of hunding, Like the ESA, there are abways likely to be concerns that the levels of
funding are insufficient, but Stewardship has also done much to conserve wildlife and habitats,
Application rates and the nature of e work proposed suggest that the response from farmers
to agri-environment measures is constantdy becoming more positive,

Dwring the life of this plan, possibly as early as 2005, these schemes are likely to be replaced by a
new Enviranmental Stewardship Scheme with ac least two tiers. The principal schemes will be:

Bl The Entry Level Agri-Enwironment Scheme (which was piloted on the fringes of the AOMNB
near Barnard Castle) would allow farmers to choose fram a range of managament options
suitable o their farm, [0 would be open w all farmers, regardless of location, and forms will be
easy to complete, It would reward continuation of current good environmental management,

H  The Higher Tier Agri-Environment Scheme will develop out of the existing ESA and
Countryside Stewardship Scheme. The Higher Tier will be competitive and applicants will be
expected o have an Entry Level Agreement. It would fund new conservation measures
beyond the scope of the Entry Level Scheme and offer greater flexibilicy to the landowner.
Existing ESA or Countryside Stewardship agreements will run their course, but agreement
holders can choose to join the new scheme at break-points of their existing contraces.

.
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On 55515, English Mature’s Wildlife Enhancement Scheme (WES) has been available for almaost 20
years, This scheme provides agreements between the landowner and English Mawre aimed ac
promating positive management on 555ls. In places such as Upper Teesdale, WES is an impaortant
Agri-environment measure o secure conservation benefic,

. With agri-enviormment schemes becoming ever more important in the Mordh Pennines AOME, it

is importane that the effect of dhose schemes is monitored. Research into the best methods to
enhance wildlife is also important. Some of this research and monitering will be conducted by
English Mature in its monitoring of the condition of 55515, but adduanal werk may be required
on sites that are not currently designated, For instance, it would be appropriate to conduct
research into the effect that more than a decade of ESA management has had on the Morth
Pennines haymeadows.




Supporting Sustainable Farming

Land Management

It is not the role of this plan to bring forward measures to address all the perceived ailments of
maodern farming, forestry and other commerdial land management in the ACMB, Rather the plan
proposes a series of land management measures which would bring about an enhancement of
landscape quality and biodiversity and should receive widespread support from Government,
funding bedies, local authorities and land managers.

Farmers, foresters, commercial moorland managers, managers of fishing rights, conservation
badies and community groups need to work together more effectively if environmental,
ecanomic and social sustainability is to be achieved in the long term,

Reform of the Comman Agricultural Policy during the life of this plan is likely to bring about an
end to production subsidy and replace it with a single farm payment, This would ideally provide
farmers with the income to enable, for instance, a reduction in stocking rates and the rearing of
maore raditional breeds, such as Galloway cattle, with a lower energy demand more suited o
the poor qualicy grazing available. This reduction in grazing pressure will in trn have enormous
benefits for nature conservation, particularly for the conservation of some of the area’s
characteristic birds and plants.

The ‘Sheep Wildlife Enhancement Scheme,” and any successor schemes during the life of this plan,

should alse help to reduce stocking rates in the uplands to appropriate levels and benefic wildlife
and landscape,

If farmers are to take increasing steps to conserve wildlife, landseape character and quality and
the historic environment, they need o have the right level of funding and have access to
consistent and high quality advice and supporc. Effort should be focused on matching landowners
with the right suppore systems (financial and advisory) for their particular circumstances, Thete
are a great many things that farmers can do to conserve the characteristic features of natural
beauty in the ACME:

Farmers should be supported in: ]

B Changing grazing regimes to environimentally sustainable Ir_:uek using both cattle and
sheep where possible — Appropriate grazing is the single most erucial factor in
maintaining the landscape and wildlife value of the Morth Pennines AQNE.

B The re-creation of wet grassland by raising water levels or creating shallow poals — If all
pasture on the farm has been drained, selecting an uneven field and blocking field drains
ean ereate a mixture of wet ground for feeding by wading birds and drier ground for
nesting, Even small we field corners can provide important feeding areas f-::r chicks. Any
existing bopgy areas should be retained,
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B Cutting hay meadows at most appropriate times and not carrying out mechanical operations
during the bird breeding season — Hay meadows provide nest sites for breeding birds if they
are not rolled or chain harrowed between mid March and mid July and cut after mid-July.

Cutting at this time also benefits plant communities.

B Managing rushes — Patchy rush cover can help breeding waders by providing all cover in
which to nest and conceal chicks from predators and apen areas for feading, However, if
rushes become invasive (=30% of the field area} they can be controlled by late summer
cutting an:lnfar grazing by cattle. f i

B Reducing input of artificial fertilizer, herbicides and pesticides — This benefits wildowers and

reduces the impact of leaching out to watercourses.



- Awaiding ploughing and reseeding of flower-rich haymeadaws — This malntaing the existing
wild flowers and avaids the risk of sail erosion,

Avoiding discharges of waste materials to land and watercourses and storage of farm yard
manure on areas rich in wild flowers or on verges '

Amldhg grazing up 1o the edge of rivers and streams — This protects banksides and
supports the conservation of water vole in particular,

The fur ther conservation of walls and I:IDl.Ind:Il"_lf I'Eﬂtl.u'es —Thls CONSEryes a dlsunctwe
 feature of the landscape of the dales. A

The mnsernﬁuﬂ of historic bulldlngs and archaeological [EEI-U.II’E!S on farmland — This
- contributes greatly to the conservation of natural beaury and cultural heritage. The lack of
financial return for the farmer necessitates conslderable granc aid for this work.

Managing areas of native woodland, especially by protecting them from grazing — This
maintaing important elements of the landseape character,

Conserving and maintaining single and lines of trees - Thls benefits I;he dlstlncmmsa oi' the
area, especially in the Middle Dulr_-s I

Entering inta agri- environment schemes, and p-arth:ulm Iy the ngherTIerAgl'i-mwmnmanr.
Schame. i

Develnplng in1tlatl\res which shnw:ase best practice in on-| -farm conservation management

Working topether with large estates [o manage Cerimon Land Far nature conservation
nbiucrjvu!

II Creatlng small areas ccf arable crops where this daes pot affect admr areas of high nature
conservatian yahe - T|1ls prcwidr:ts upland birds such as black grouse and twite with Fead
crops and cover,

Support for Quality Local Products

b,

The future is likely to be one in which there will be more of an emphasis on quality of produce
over quantity, There is likely to be increasing demand for produce which can be connected o the
highest standards in environmental management and animal welfare or to the special qualities of
a particular place. Farmers in the North Pennines may increasingly have to co-operate to create
a critical mass of demand for their produce and to market it effectively as being what it can be —
the highest qualiy food and other goods from che highest quality landscape.

There is already a base from which to build, with Farmers' Markees across the AOMB and several
groups of farmers coming together to marker their produce, particularly mear There is alse a
range of locally distinctive produces such as Cotherstone Cheese, Alston Sausage and locally
brewed beer. In 2003, a Parliamentary reception serving food from the AOMBs left all those who

; _Cunserv_ing and enhaneing natural beaut}r-
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artended wanting to know where they could get more Cotherstene Cheese — there is demand
for our produces and we may all need to work together more effectively 1o meet ic The plethora
of local food initiatives means that only some of them will survive,

Farmers should be supported to:

B lrvestigate where a Morth Pennines local food and praducts brand might be
appropriate or where local pmducts can be marketed as part of wider regional
schemes,

[ ] Frovide retallﬂ‘s Enunsm businesses and caterers mrh rh! infnrma.tlun that enables
! them ta suun:e local ingredients :md materials

B Provide the public with information an where quiality. land based local pmduct: can be found,




Supporting Land Based Diversification

B, Diversification is not abways possible for every farmer A single farmer, living away from tourist
atrractions, with only seasonal labour, na spare buildings and little maney to invest in the
business, is unlikely to diversify. Added to this, there may be restrictions of tenancy and of course
not all farmers want to diversify into things that are not seen as ‘farming’. However, for those
that can and wish to diversify their operations or take further conservation measures, there are
many funding and support oppormunites through the England Rural Development Programme
and other funding streams. Funding is also available through agri-environment schemes for one-

ofl special projects.

Furmcrs should I:le suppnrl!ed m

- Diversification pn:lpusdls whll:h are Iarbd*-l:med and which in themseh'ﬁ he1p o .."
' contribute to the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty, In the event that
 existing properties cannot serve a particular diversification need, it is possible that new
buildings will have to be created. Such dmdupmuﬁt must bn mmparjhfa wlrj'l its sn‘!l:l:lﬂg1
~ not detract fram landmipe quallt}r or local di ]
puteﬂual to gener:ne n‘pare mad nl’ﬁc

9. Pru»wdlng the above point is adhered to, planning authorities should give pnrnmlar ENCOUragement
to new development which is aimed at keeping people farming or managing the landscape.

“Upland akwoods, Geftsdale” & REPR



" Conserving and enhancing natural beauty

Moorland Management

I, The heather moorland of the Morth Pennines has been carefully managed in order to provide
the maximum number of red grouse for shooring in late summer and auoumn, Britain has 90% of
the glabal population of red grouse, Lagopus kagopus scoticus, and the Morth Pennines and Meorth
“forkshire has the best grouse shooting in the world. Because of the international importance of
the red grouse, substantial income from shooting has paid for the management that has been
carried out for decades by the land and shooting owners.

2. Within the Morth Pennines there are 39 separate units of heather moorfand, at lease 90% of
which are used for shooting purposes, These moorland areas together votal an area of 190,500
acres {7,094 hectares) which is equivalent to 38% of the AOMNEB. As such the moaorland
comprises about 24% of the wotal area of heather moorland in England and YWales. The income
brought into the area by shooting revenue is considerable, totalling approximately £1.3million per
year (based animid 1990 figures with the addidon of inflation and rise in brace cost). Much of
this income is ploughed back inte the AQNE, as moorland management operations provide all
year round employment for some and seasonal or casual work for others. Examples of this
include heather burning in lave winter and early spring and beating on shooting days after August
I Zeh. In additicn, many accommaodation and catering businesses in parts of the AOMNB owe their
continued survival to the shoot,

3. The moorland management supported by revenue from shooting activities has provided the
optimum conditions for red grouse and has also benefited upland breeding waders. Species such
as curlew, lapwing, oystercatcher, and golden plover have thrived, principally due to the control of
ground predators practised on local grouse moors, A report by the RSPB has also recognised the
value of keepered grouse moors in conserving wading birds. However, control of ground
predacors can lead o an inerease of rabbits, which in wen can damage rare plants and
archaeological features. To avoid this damage, rabbit contral may also be necessary.

4. There is a good vack record of estates and conservation organisations working together on the
consarvation of moorland wildlife and habitacs, not least through the Morth Pennines Black
Grouse Recovery Project, led by the Game Conservancy Trust.

5. English Mature has identified burning as the second most imporant factor nationally in
contributing to lack of fivourable conditon on 555ls, alchough this is subject o continued debare
with other parties, Despite the benefits to management for red grouse, intensive burning is
thought by some 1o be inplicated in reducing rapror numbers and affecting other aspects of
biodiversity, simplifying the complexity of moorland ecosystems and undermining their special
funciions (which often operate well beyond their boundary e.g. in flood prevention in
downstream catcliments). An approach which meets the needs of economy, biodiversity and
landscape must prevail in the long-term.

"Hemther burming™ 5 R5FH,
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Supporting Moorland Management for
Shooting and Conservation

f,

The conservation benefits of moorland management are clear and have already been highlighted
in this plan. Thanks to the way the estates are operated, the Morth Pennines has to some degree
escaped the problem of intensive heather management above the fell wall and intensive grassland
management below it However, there is the potential for further enhancement of natural beaury
an our moorlands which need not compromise the economic value of their management.

Moorland managers should be supported in;

The retention of a masaic of moarland habitats in preference to an even-aged blanket
heather cover

Blocking grips and retaining wet areas

Sensitive timing and location of heather burning using best practice guidance from
relevant agencies.

The eradication of remaining pockets of raptor persecution (which 99% of moorland
managers wish to see come to an end),

The continued management of ground predators to benefit characteristic bird species

Action to hale the spread of bracken and the gradual removal of isolated blocks of
conifers, where the latter do not act as refuges for red squirrels.

Farmers stould be supported to:
B Manage moorlands through environmentally sensitive grazing systems.

B Conserve historic features on moarland

The conservation of historic features is likely to require considerable grant aid, given the lack of
a commercial return for the owner, but many examples of prehistoric sectlement and
inhabitation are found on our moors and may need relatively low-cost protection from damage
or active conservation management.

There is a genuine lack of public understanding about what estate managers do. Much more
could be done o help the public appreciate the links between grouse moor management aned the
conservation of landscapes and wildlife. As well as this, a key issue for public awareness lies in the
dangers to people, property and environment of accidental fires (and arson),

Moorland monagers should be supported ta:

B Participate in collaborative projects with conservation hodies which should aim ta raise
awareness of commercial moorland management and the role it plays in conserving and
enhancing natural beauty,
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“Ciroige Shooting ™0 The Mooelird Adsaciaian,

A model of partnership working on our moars (and surrounding land) is the Morth Pennines
Black Grouse Recovery Project. This project works to eonserve the mosaic of habitars, an a farm
unit and wider landscape scale, which black grouse require, integrating the needs of this special
bird with those of commercial land management. It has been successful in supporting the black
grouse population and a need has been identified for this project to continue in the long term,

The AOME Partnership is working with the Game Conservancy Trust to create a new moorland
advisory post for the AONB. This post would suppore advice. fundraising and practical assistance
to moorland managers seeking to take further steps to conserve landscapes and biodiversity
whilst managing a thriving shoot. It may be possible through this project to work with owners to
showease good practice to other moorland owners and managers,



Forestry & Woodland Management

As well as being important lindscape and biodiversity features, woodlands can also generate
employment, provide oppoertuniiies for sporting and recreational activities and improve the quality of
life in and arcund villages and towns, Few other lind uses can boast such a diverse range of benefits.

The nature of our natlve woodlands means that they present few opportunities for commercial
gain in the shore term. Though coniferous woodlands are prominent in the landscape and some
provide valualble ‘grey-free” habitan for red squirrel, there has actually been almost no commercial
conifer planting on new sites since 1980, though restocking of felled woodlands has continued
with reduced levels of conifer and increasing areas of broadleaves. Mast woodland planting in
recent years has been carried out by landowners who are keen to improve the potential of their
land to support black grouse, or to diversify the landscape. There is little or no economic return
on such planting and without gran aid from the Forestry Comimission’s Woodland Grane
Scheme and JIGSAW Challenge programme, it would have been impossible,

Large Blocks (in landscape terms) of predominantly conilerous forests sull exist within the AQMNE.
The origimal purpose of the larger ‘commercial blocks', w provide nothing other than a strategic
reserve of tmber for tmes of war, is firmly buried in the past. Today, the Forestry Commission
through grants, licences and approval of long-term forest plans encourages the management of these
areas for a much wider range of public benefits, for instance to support conservation of the red
squirrel. Landscape, conservation, recreation and public access now sit alongside timber production as
primary objectives although the emphasis given to each will vary between sites and landowners,

Supporting Woodland Management and Creation

4

There is livle broadleaved woodland in the AOMB but more than half of that small area is ancient and
semi-natural. These areas are almost impossible to recreate, making their future conservation essential.
The main threat to these ancient woodlands is from grazing and therefore the exclusion of livestock,
through fencing, can make a big contribution to their continued survival. Best practice on the
management and restoration of ancient woodlands in the uplands is developing continually, for instance
through English Mature’s work on management and regeneration of juniper woods in Teesdale. This best
pracuice needs o be shared widely between land managers and conservation agencies.

Expanding the woodlands of the Morth Pennines needs to be carried out sensitively if other
special features of the area are not to be lost. There is porential conflice with che conservation of
other habitats and the species they suppore, with the historic environment, with geological
features and with the conservation of the essentially open character of much of the landscape.

A landscape scale approach vo the planning and planting of new woodlands is essential if they are o
enbance the overall character of the laindscape across the ADMNB. In order to maintain the character
of the landscape, much new planting is ikely to take place on sites similar to those where woodland
has survived to date and become a characreristic feature of the AQMNB in its own right, These
woodlands are likely to be complemented by the creation of areas of lirger wood pasture, a lost
feature of the AOME landscape. This strategy will also address che felling, replanting or restaration of
exbsting coniferous plantations in the contexst of the wider woodland cover in the ADMNB,

Canserving and enhancing natural beauty

“Gefisdale” € RIFD

Landawners nnd mmage.rs shuu.ld be s.uppurted tor i \

. Protect, manage :md restore ancient sarru-nar.ura.l wundlands d-n*nugh fencng and.
‘remaoval of inappropriate species. Sharing of best practice is likely to play an imporcant
| partin this, as is access tg grants . and advice,

B Create new woodlands which are srmpamathc to the conservation ul landscape

characrer, bmdwemt;r and historic features. Gill woodland is most sunably planted wyith
‘species such as rowan, hawthorn and willow, ml:h.:r than high canopy species. There are
| also proposals to create new, Iarge and more open structured wood pastures, mtablr in
- Gelesdale, Our new woodlands are ]lF:.eI;r to be created with a blend of natural
 regeneration and new planting with appropriate native species; fencing will usually be
il .'reqmmd to suppnrt I:Ius in all I:ut :he areas Ienst acness:ll:le tw stock,




There is little benefic to the landowner in planting woodland of the kind which will do most to
support landscape character and biodiversity conservation, Some existing grant schemes, notably
Woodland Grant Scheme and Jigsaw Challenge, are not designed for the creation of the kind of
small, less densely planted, often isolated woodlands which best suit the landscape and some,
though not all, of its key woodland species (particularly black grouse).

Lerndowiers should be supported throogh:
B Mew and higher returning incentives rom woaodland grant funding sources.

W Flexibilicy in the approach to replanting of felled conifer bloclks. This should allaw
restocking acrass a land holding, net just on the same site, and enable smaller native
woods to be created which may be compatible with landscape and wildlife objectives,

A need has been identified e appoint a woodland afficer for the AQNB whose role would be to
identify, on a landscape scale, the most suitable sites for new woodland in the AQMEB and o
pravide advice and support to woeoadland managers. The AOMNB Partnership has secured funding
from the Countryside Agency and the Forestry Commission for this post, which will run initially
from 2004 - 2007.

It will be essential to ensure that archaeological, geclogical and geomorpheological features, are
conserved in the planting of any new woodland, This applies in particular to hushes, The exchange of
infarmation between archacologists, bindowners and conservation bodies is essential to this process,

In addition the AQONB Partnership is proposing to establish and implement a new project for
small broadleal woodland planting in the AQMNB through a bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund. This
will match Forestry Commission and landowner funding and ensure the planting of 125 hectares
of new small woodlands across the AONE. The "Cumbria Forest Futures” initiative and
Marthwoods project will also be active in the AONE, Careful co-ordination needs to take place
te ensure that there is no duplication of effort and that a clear and consistent approach is
presented to landowners and to funders,

. Woodland planting can be used to support farm incomes and make managing a landholding

easier and more efficient. VWoodland managers should be encouraged to enter into schemes
which achieve this, such as that outlined below:

Waoodland Planting to Support Farm Management and Conserve the Landscape

The area along the rver Belah, near South Steinmore i Cumibiria is beautifl, but also very opduloting,
This gives sheep andior cottle the opportunity to wander into the landscape’s ‘nooks and crannies’
fram which it is sometimes difficult to retrieve them. The landowner, has used the JGSAW programme
very effectively to rotionalise his farming system, by putting forward all the sfaping land olong the river
for tree planting, and by retaining the flot easily accessible land for farming. Eleven hectares of this
undulating land is to be planted with a range of native tree species, By doing this, seven extsting
weaadlands both on his land and his neighbours’ will be finked to form one lorpe patve woodlond
totafing 25 hectares, along the Belah. Mearly one fectare of the mast gccessible area will be planted
with a high proportion of hozel, so that every seven years or so a coppice crof can be taken,
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The IGSAW grant reimbursed 100% of the praject costs, which inchides all the trees, their planting
and the protection matesials {tubes and stakes), as wel as all the fencing needed to protect the
whele woodland from grazing. Through the Farm Waadlond Premium Scheme he will receive o
further grant for 5 years to compensate him for taking this land out of production, The farmmer is
naw lnoking farward to seeing the woodland ond its wildlife thrive,

The coniferous woodlands have great potential to offer mult-purpose benefits for reereation and
timber | wood products, particularly as they mature, Woaodland planting can also bring longer-term
benefits to landhaldings through praviding food and cover for game birds, but it can also provide
some small-scale timber return in time. A study commissioned by MNorthumberland County
Couneil in 2001 suggested that existing and potential markets existed for ‘wild foods', particularly
fungi and wild herbs, and also for preserves and fruit wines. However, no individual woodland
could generate sufficient quantities to serve any market demand and parmership between owners
wotld be required. The market for craft materials was also found to be extremely limited,

Wandland owners and canservation bodies, natably the Forestry Commission, should work together to:
B Take epportunities to ‘redesign’ plantations, utilising species variety, diverse aga class and spatial
structure, and create managed open space for conservation and lindscape improvaments,

B Further investigate markets for woodland produces in the AONB, though this is likely to
be a very marginal activity for some time to come,

River & Wetland Management

Fishing remains the motive force of much of the habitat improvement on our rivers and it is
perhaps an underestimated contributor to the local economy. The owners of rivers and fishing
rights are, along with the Environment Agency, the main managers of rivers and riparian land in
the AOMB. There are also a number of river conservation trusts aperating in the area, eg. Eden
Rivers Truse, River Wear Environmental Trust and the Weardale Environmental Truse, some of
which have done considerable work for in-stream and riparian conservation, Management werk
in the past has been largely aimed at improving fish stocks, sometimes in tandem with other
works to support conservation of bankside habitats and species.

Flood defence work is carvied out by the Environment Agency and efforts are made ro ensure
that natural measures are used wherever possible, The Environment Agency is also the driving
force behind Catchment Management Plans and will be responsible for the implementation of
the ELs Water Framework Directive. These will all have a positive effect on the water quality of
the rivers of the Meorth Pennines.

The reservoirs of the Morth Pennines are managed to promote biodiversity and public access,
Maorthumbrian Water has a good track record of conservation management at sites such as
Derwent reserveir, where a partnership with the Wildlife Trusts of Durham and
Morthumberland and Morthumberland County Council is impraving habitats and helping
people to enjoy the local wildlife,



Supporting Managers of Rivers and Riparian Land

4. Partly as a result of the work of those referred to above, the Morth Pennines now has some of
the best fishing country in the Morth.

Managers nfﬁsﬁrﬂg Irmerem I-n dlr.' HONB shwﬂd' be su_l:purted o

; B H‘uﬁm I'ishn,g m rhn ADNE in urd'er o hrln,g Inmma Lo ﬂ\e area nnd gmemte L
increased measures for :m:ser\raum el il

5. Alongside the Envivonment Agency, rivers trusts and other conservation bodies, including
community-based groups (e.g the Fawside Foundation and BTCY on the East Allen), should be
encouraged and supported to continue o work for improvements in the conservation value of
watercourses and riparian land,

6. A need has been identified 1o develop a conservation and enhancement programme for all the rivers
in the AOMB, and spealically wrgeted action has been identified as a priority for the Rivers Tees,
Drzrwent and South Tyne as part of a "Landscape Partnership Scheme” bid to the Heritage Lottery
Fund A conservation and enhancement programme for parts of the River Wear will be implemented
as part of the HLF funded Mineral Valleys Project during the life of this plan, This will improve the
river and its tributaries for wildlife and river users through habitat, access and educational work.

7. Morthwmbrian Water has undercaken excellent conservation work at local reservoirs, The
compainy is alsa invalved in work through the AOMB Partmership to secure Heritage Lottery
Funding for conservation projects at Derwent, Blackron and Burnhope Reservoirs,

| Those organisations involved i in river, riparian nnn' reservoir cnnsenqﬁm shamd be wppmad st
i | Take a landscq;ba -scale appma:h tp lrha planning and rl:IIEII".I'er:,I of ma]ur rI!.rer i
~ copservation projects. T il -

) it L :_Target agrl emirurunmt s:hames at tlm cmser'.'auon m" rwers and rlparinn Ian:L i
 H Foster improved rrla-nagerﬁenmf in-stream and riparian hal;rhau to benefic fish stocks,

' butalso to manage for key species such as water vole, otter and white-clawed :ra:rﬁsh 54 1 ATk i el SR b S S
i The presence of goosander on local 1 mers should not be 'uimd as n d'imnl: o I'lsh \ : i Funners 5'“"” bE WPPWW fi _' R L i
stocks, but as a bird W-|1|d'b u:lnl!rlhur.es o the characta" of the area, '_ ! 12| . Control farm waste dlsclmrgﬂd tn hm:l arn:l water !
Further dmrelup pmgrammas of marmﬂm and pu‘nli: access work at msemkrs. TSt . Reduce :ruﬁcl:l mputs of iarniiur. pusr.n:lde: and he:rl:i:ides ta r.he Inm;l

Undertake flood defence works in ways which promote | the conservation of namr:l '
river systems whemver possible. Hard en,glneermg mhﬂnm tu I'iondmg pmblnms i
i _shuuld I:m a'muded A0 I ! i

¢ H.Igl*nmys mdnngers shwl'd i:e suppmed mc
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._wmrc\ourses

:;hnplamant ﬂuﬁﬂNB Fartnershlp‘s
Roads in the Narth Pennines AONE'

8. Farmiand and roads continue to generate pollution of our watercourses to some degree.

o
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Public, Statutory and Yoluntary Sector Land Management

A range of organisations have ownership or direct management influence on large areas of the Maorth
Pennines, including Morthumbrian Water which owns 12 reservoirs; the Mol which manages about
6,500 hectares of ranges at Warcop, around Murton Fell and east towards Stainmaore; and English
Mature which manages three Mational Mature Reserves (Upper Teesdale, Moor House, and Derwent
Gorge & Muggleswick Woods) and has agreements with landowners and tenants on the 63 55505,
Together these total 537 square kilometres, which amounts to 37% of the AQMB, English Mawre is
the statitory body for nature conservation in England and has a crucial robe in the conservation of the
natural beauty of the Morth Pennines, where se much land is designated for its wildlife importance, It
measures the condition of these 5550s and at present just 26% of the 5551s in the AOMB are graded
‘fwourable’ or ‘unfwourable-recovering” (Source; English Mature), The Mol has recently adopted an
Integrated Land Management Plan for the ranges, which will contribute substantially to the
conservation and enhancement of the Morth Pennines AOMNB. The County Wildlife Sites, designated by
the County Councils, also provide an important non-statutory conservation resource.

English Heritage provides considerable grant aid, advice, research and monitoring te further the
conservation of the historic environment of the AONB,

The Rural Development Service (RDS), which is part of DEFRA, administers and provides advice
on agri-environment schemes. Warking with others it is influencing the management of over
20,000ha of land in the ESA alone,

The large moorland reserve of Geltsdale in the north-west of the AQONB is managed by the
Royal Seciety far the Protection of Birds, Other conservation bodies own areas of land within
the ACMB, notably the County Wildlife Trusts of Cumbria, Durham and Marthumberland, the
Waadland Trust, which owns Duften Ghyll Wood in Cumbria, and the Mational Trust which owns
Allen Banks and some of the extensive Allendale woodlands. The County and Districe Councils
are also owners and managers of significant areas of the Morth Pennines with land for highways,
waste disposal and leisure, Their countryside, landscape or ecology sections are active in the
conservation of the AQMB, providing direct management, support to landuse planners, advice
and funding, The respective Highway Authorities are responsible for the maintenance of highway
verges within the AOMNB, East Cumbria Countryside Project has a long track record of working
in parmership with many organisations to conserve landscapes and wildlife in the area and to
help people enjoy and underseand the countryside.

The Morth Pennines AOME Partnership, through its Staff Unit, aims to co-ordinate effore for the
conservation enhancement of the ACQMNE through producing and supporting the implementation
of the AOMNE Management Plan,

The work of these arganisations is complemented by an array of Trusts, charitable bodies and

community groups. Examples include the work of the Fawside Foundation in the Allen Valleys, the
long track record of historie building conservation by the Marth Pennines Heritage Truse and the
local survey work of the North East Vernacular Architecture Group. BTCV has a strong presence
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in the area and the role of the Groundwork Trust is growing steadily A partnership led by English
Mature will implement the Mineral Valleys Projece during the lifetime of this plan. This project
covers a part of the AONB, mainly within Weardale, and will contribute to conserving the special
qualities of the area. There are numerous other truses and voluntary groups whose role
encompasses, at least in part, the conservation of the AONB's special features,

Supporting Conservation Management
Working together for wildlife and landscapes

One of the challenges for these organisations (particularly lacal government and staturory
agencies) is to avoid duplication of effort and to ensure that they prasent a coherent message
abaur who they are and what they dao,

Some of these organisations, notably charity and voluntary sector (sa called "third secror')
bodies, have a constant struggle to find the funding they nead for scaff, This is even true of
government agencies, which must compete for funding against all the other demands on
exchequer funding. The need for parmership is essential if common goals are to be met through
the pooling of lmited resources. Increased levels of support are likely to be necessary il the land
under the direct management of conservation bodies is to thrive.

Where conservation organisations and other land managers have collaiboraced, excellent work
has resulted. This Is most apparent in projects such as Working With Waders (led by RSPR),
Matural Links (led by English Mature) and the Black Grouse Recovery Project (led by the Game
Conservancy Trust).

Canservation arganisations and local authorities should be supported to:

Enable existing major species and habitat projects to continue, e.g, Black Grouse
Recovery Project and “Warking with VWaders,

Establish new flagship projects for hay meadows, rivers, moorland, geology and woodlands,

Collaborate with farmers, moorland managers and woodland managers to conseryve and
enhance natural beaury,

Target agri-environment scheme measures and other funding to the features of natural
beaucy idencified in this plan,

Deliver BAP targets for habitats and species,
Implement the Geadiversicy Action Flan for tha ADNB,

Deliver an increase in biodiversity quality and condition for existing managed sites,

Seck extensions where appropriate to existing nature reserves,



10, Much of the conservation effort in the AQMB is by ‘third sector’ organisations such as the

Wildlife Truses, BTCY and those bodies concerned with the historic environment,

Third sector bodies should be supporied o

B Contribute o AOMNB objectives through collaboration in partrmrship projects and
initiatives focused on the characteristic features of natural beaury,

. Some areas of work for the conservation of nawral beauty, nobly the conservation of

geological features and the historic anvironment, are most likely to be led by conservation
bodies rather than commercial land managers. In the case of geclogy, it is essential that our
wiorld-class earth heritage has an appropriate management strategy, The AQMNB Parmership,
through close collaboraton with the British Geolagical Survey produced a North Pennines
ACDHB Geodiversity Action Plan {GAF) in early 2004, dhe first plan of its kind for a UK
protecred landscape, The plan builds on the designation of the Morth Pennines AOMNE as Britain's
first European Geopark, in June 2003 (see page 33). The GAP detils the geology of the area and
idenifies a sevies of ‘Morth Pennines Geodiversity Sites” which are recommended for monitoring
anel conservation measures. The decument also identifies locations and themes for site-based and
more general interpretation of the geological features of the ACQRB. Policy guidelines are
cuitlined to safeguard key geological and landscape features, a policy on commercial collecting of
geological marerial is recommended and a framework presented for ensuring full consultation
between different conservation interest groups and land owners and managers aimed at
safeguarding this vital part of our natural heritage.

Conservation orgarisations and lond m:mag*.:rs shauld be supported to:
B lioplement the Morth Pennines AORNB Geodiversity Action Plan

. The historic envirenment is easily damaged by other activides, from building work o nature

conservation management. More information needs to be gathered on the precise nature of the
historic environment and measures put in place to conserve its special features. It would not be
appropriate (or possible) to ‘restore’ all the buildings and features in the AOMB, as their variable
condition is pare of the area’s characrer. However, features which are important examples of their
type, and those which may have an economic or social function, should be sensitively conserved.
Funding for this is available, but the human resources o secure it are often severely limited,

. Support for the conservation of historic features should be based on an AONB wide assessment

of conservation need and importance. Such an assessment should in the first instance prioricise
completion of the surveys which have started for some of the characteristic built forms of the
area, such as chapels, defensible structures and limekilng, Further assessments should be made of
characteristic agricultural buildings. Subsequent funding bids and works should be focused on
priovities identified in those surveys and in the Morth Pennines Lead Mining Strategy. The “miner
farmer landscapes’ of the ADME should be conserved, retaining the pattern of small enclosures
and isolated buildings typical of the landscape around, for example, Cowshill in upper Weardale,

Conserying and enhancing natural beauty




Loeal Autharities, conservation organisations and lond managers should be supported to:

Carry out further survey of the historic environment, recording the importance,
candition and conservation need of features identified,

Ensure a continued supply of local building materials and support their use in
developments where appropriate.

Rerain and promote traditional architectural elements in building design,
Consider suitable new uses fnr.redundanr buildings and enhanced uses for underused buildings,

Establish clear and consistent eriteria for where conservation effore and resources
should be priaritised,

Ensure co-ordination of effort over funding bids and project development,

Implement the ACNB Partnership’s 'Lead Mining Sites Strategy’, which identifies and
prioritises sites for conservation and interpreeation,

Take action to increase the skills required to conserve historic buildings and features,

Pravide consistent and high quality advice and support to private landowners who may
wish to conserye historic features,

Ensure the continued targeting of agri-environment scheme measures towards the
historic environment.

Promoting ‘Maturalness’ in Conservation

[4. Maturalness (a relative freedom from man's influence) is rising up the conservationises’ agenda
both in the UK and Europe. Though active management has resulted in the countryside we see

today, in some places its intensity has been such that wildlife has survived in spite of it rather
than because of it. In some cases, removing management may be a more effective way of
achieving conservation objectives if combined with the right incentives for land managers.

Encouraging this approdch would give the follawing benefits:

(i) restore scrub, woodland and rocky ecosystems more cheaply, less contentiously and
much more sensitively in the landscape.

(i) establish 2 much greater degree of natural dynamism in the countryside, where natural
ecological processes will promote the development of habitats of increasing complexity
aver decades and centuries, Resources such as woodland and heathland need not be so
zealously preserved if parts of the landscape were allowed to develop these habitacs; at,
the moment they are usually only lost.
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(i) ultmarely lead to a richer landscape for wildlife and to some, a visually more appealing
landscape with more texture and seasonal colour;

(iv) act as valuable refugia for species needing a range of habitats, such as black prouse,

(iv] better promote the conservation of common resources and help us learn about the
capacity of the countryside ta recover unaided from unsustainable exploitation,

Caonservation bodies and land monagers should be supported to:

| Explore the potential for projects to promaote naturalness in locadons across the AQNB.

Providing Clearer Advice and Support

5. There is a wide range of grant aid available to farmers and land managers, but in some FES[HICES

this breadth of support creates a problem - there is a plethora of sources and an equally wide
range of advisors. [t would be beneficial o create a ‘firse stop shop’ (or a series of them across
the AOMB), to provide land managers with a first point of contact and a ‘signposting service' 1o
environmental and business support. A project of this nature considered for Weardale should be
given every encouragement. The AOMB Partnership is proposing to produce a directory of land
management advice, practical assistance and grant aid in che AOMNB. This should help landowners
and eommunities make applications to the appropriate sources of funding,

Conservation bodies should be supported to;

B/ Work topether to present a clearer picture to laindowners and eomimunities as ta ‘who
does what in terms of remic and responsibilities, the provision of funding, advice and
SUppOre.

Skills and Training

6. Whilst there are many people in the Morth Pennines with a wealth of skills in rural land

management, there is generally thought to be a decline in the skills base in areas such as
drystone walling and traditional building work. This acts against the conservation of key features
of the landscape and results in a further reduction in local people malking thelr living from the
land. This in turn impaces on the natre of communities and the distances people travel for work,
In consultation aver the production of this plan, there was considerable support for measures
which might boost these oraditional skills, support small scale employment opportimities and
help to conserve the fabric of the landscape, More precise information is needed on the current
level of traditional skills available in the Morth Pennines and on the projected need for those
skills. Any training to close the skills gap should be supported by measures to increase financial
viability of traditional skilled occupations,
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Farmers should be sufsported to:

Bl Ersure a continuation of the skills which will lead to the conservation of historic
buildings and features, drystone walls, hedgerows and key local habitacs and species,

Conservation organisotions should be .'.'Lrpplh'[Ed o

B Work with practitioners and training providers o identify gaps in land management /
historic environment eonservation skills,

B Link those people willing to learn these skills with those who can provide the training,

B Make better use of existing projects which link those seeking training with those who
can provide it, e.g The Halvwhistle Skills and Training Project,

Records and Data

17, There is a great need o improve knowledge and undersanding of our landscapes, wildlifie and
habitats. & greater recognition is needed [amongst funding bodies in particular) thar survey and
monitoring work is as much a part of conservation as physical grassland and moorland management.

Conservation organisations and lecal authorities should be supporied to;

B Further co-ordipate survey effort and establish an AORNE wide programme of survey
and monitoring, At the very least this would ensure there was no duplication of effore
or competition far funding, |

Bl Escablish environmental records centres in the Morch Ease and Mocth West which
support conservation of natural beaoty in the AOMB, Data should be able to be readily
shared between records centres and local conservation bodies where appropriace,

B Ensure improved sharing of information becween different conservation disciplines,
notably ecologists. archaeologists and woodland managers. This should aim to ensure

Local Authorities, conservation bodies and land managers should be supp.:u-ted fo;

that potentially conflicting conservation interests can be addressed effectively, B Secure the necessary finance from central government to enable open accoss to be
properly administered and managed on the ground.
Nanaging the II'IIPEl[tS of Public Access Bl lmprove infarmation on the i’ESPUl]SthE use of access land, to minimise impace on

sensitive plants and birds, to avoid risk of moorland fires and to protect the livelihoad of

I8, Local authorities and conservation bodies will need to work closely with land managers and
commercial land managers.

public bodies to ensure that rights of open access will not damage the conservation value of the
Morth Pennines or impeda land management. They will also need to provide the information B Esablish guidance and a voluntary code of pracrice for those organising large public
which will enable people to enjoy the new rights to greatest effect. They will need to be access events (e major challenge walks),

adequately funded in order to do this. The Local Access Forums covering the ADNE are likely to
be well-placed to support the development of links berween land managers and those charged
with administering the access regulations.

Related Plans and Strategies: Regional Spatial Strategy, Developrment Plans, Regional Economic
Strategies, Strategy for Sustainable Forming and Food, Natienal and Local Blodiversity Action Plans,
Morth Pennines AONE Geodiversity Action Plan, Comrnunity Strategies.
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AONB POLICY GUIDELINES - Land Management

LI

Lr2

L3

LM4

LH7

L8

L9

LMo

LM

Farmers and moorland managers should be supported as the main stewards of natural
beaury. Measures for the conservation of the kindscape, wildlife, geology and historic
features should be supported through advice, direct assistance and flexible grant schemes,

The Mardh Pennines should be a “target area’ for additonal effort under any new agri-
environment schemes, in particular the new higher tier options (in commaon with the
system currently employed under Countryside Stewardship). Agri-environment
schemes should be targered at the key features of natural beauty in the AQMB,

Support should be given for the development and marketing ef quality local products
linked to the special qualities of the Morth Pennines,

Land based farm diversification proposals should be encouraged where they
contribute to the conservation and enhancement of natural beauy,

An increase in skills reladng to land management and historic building conservation
within the AOMNE, should be encouraged through the development of skills audits and
the funding and delivery of training,

A landscape seale approach to the sensitive management and expansion of mative
waoodland should be widely supported, in part through the establishment of new and
more attractive incentives to woodland owners,

A landscape scale approach to managing river catchments and riparian lind should be
promoted. Such approaches should include conservation of fish stocks, BAP and local
character species and flood control activities where necessary.

Support should be provided for the continuation of existing major species and hahitat
projects in the ADMNB and for the development of new projects linked to the key features
of natural beauty (e.g. hay meadows, rivers, moorland, geclogy, historic enviranment).

Inereasing the range and quality of dat on the natural and historic environment
should be strongly supported. Ease of public access to data and the capacity to share
information with a wide range of organisations, should be prometed where this does
not campremise conservation objectives,

Projects to improve public understanding of the role of land managers of all kinds in
conserving the ACQMNB should be widely supported.

Measures to increase funding for conservation and enhancement of the AQMB should
be supported by lacal, regional and national erganisations.

See also;
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Supporting Sustainable
Communities

It is not the role of this plan to promote measures which support all aspects of communiy life.
Haowever, it is clear that environmenal sustainability needs to go hand in hand with econamic
and social suseainabilicy if the Morth Pennines landscape is to be conserved and enhanced. It will
also be essential for local people o have a thorough appreciation of the area’s special and unique
qualities and to play a strang role in conserving and enhancing them,

Supporting Community Action for the Environment

2,

Across the Morth Pennines, local societies, conservation groups, Development Truses and others
are taking steps to support the conservation of natural beauty, Those projects which marry the
conservation of the environment with benefit for the economy and genuine community
participation should be given every suppore.Where they complement the purpose of AONB
designation, innovative ideas should be embraced and supported, including those which sound at
first to be strange and uousual — change only comes about through a break from the ‘usual®
pracuces,

hi recent years, there have been a wide range of funding screams for local communities to use o
develop their own projects, including the Morth Pennines LEADER || programme and its
successor Morth Pennines LEADER, +, the Mational Lottery, local authority funding and funding
provided by statutory agencies such as the Counoryside Agency and Forestry Commission. Add
o these funding from individual conservation bodies (including the AOMNE Partnership),
Charitable Trusts, Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund and a range of others, and there is clearly
money available o be focused on the Morth Pennines AOMNB.

The routes to funding may become more simplified with the development of Local Strategic
Partnerships and Comununity Plans, but there will sull be a wide range of funders with a wide
range of application criveria. Whilst this is a potentially good thing for local communities, it
should be the goal of all funding organisations operating in the Morth Pennines to simplify their
application processes and make navigating the funding maze” as easy as possible.

Lecal Authorities, stawtory agencies and others must work effectively with local communities to
help support ideas and inidatives which will bring abour future sustainability. As far as possible
they should be mindful of the need to support project development as well as implementation.
Local groups often incur considerable expense and use up a considerable amount of time and
energy in bringing a project to the stage where it can be considered for funding. Within the
scope of this plan, the support which might be provided includes the provision of advice, grant

Canserving and enhancing natural beauty

“Corrururiy Meeling, Allenbeads Hesitage Cenere”.

aid, training and practical assistance on matters relating to land management and conservation of
the histeric environment, sustainable transport and helping people understand and enjoy the
countryside mare easily,

There is also grear benefit in supporting those organisations, from whatever sector, which can
help communities make connections with different opportnites in things such as training and
fund raising. A good example of this is the Halvwhistle Training and Skills Project, run by the
Halewhistle Parmership, which helps match local people and their training needs with potenial
trainers and courses. ldeally the suppore offered should take a community development
approach, building the capacity of local communities wo help themselves into the future and
thereby become more sustainable,

As community projects grow, some of them may need full time staff suppore.Where possible, this
should be drawn from the local community, providing that any recruitment process is fair and




transparent, Durham Rural Community Coundil, in its 2003 Rural Services Report, has identified
that whilst this ereates emplayment in the community, the impact of new emplayment legislation
can leave many voluntary sector organisations feeling "out of their depth’ when it comes to
managing the staff they have employed. Funding bodies do not operate controls or research to
assess how those employed might be managed, asking only if the organisation has the capacity to
deo so.As a solution it would be helpful if funders would encourage management committees of
these organisations to undergo formal training as a condition of grant aid, to ensure that they
were properly equipped to undertale management of staff. Alternatively they might consider
appointing a separate independent erganisation we fulfill this role.

Oine way in which local communities can maost effectively influence the future of where they live
is through the production of a Parish Plan. Parish Plans aim to ensure that account can be taleen
of community views on the place they live in a stravegie, rather than a reactive, way. They enable
local people to ke the initiative in shaping che future of their community and have the benefic
of being informed by a great deal of local knowledge, They are also a potentially excellent way of
generating cohesion within communities, bringing people together to identify a comman vision of
the economic, social and envirenmental issues which affect theic quality of life. Encouragement
and support should be given to those communities wishing to produce a Parish Plan er to
undertake similar community planning or appraisal exercises, A successful example of the lamer
was Alston’s version of the Countryside Agency's ‘Market Towns Healthcheck' which generated a
great deal of local interest and collaborative effort. The result is an action plan which has broad
community support and is acknowledged as such by local authorities, agencies and funding
badies. Communities should be encouraged through these plans to develop projects which
support the eanservation and enhancement of natural beauty,

It is not the role of this plan to prescribe every action which will be taken forward to meer the
vision for the future and this is never more true than in respect to community efforts to
conserve and enhance the AQMB. Flexibility must be applied in the planning and provision of
resources which allows good ideas to eame up from local level and be supported o fruition,

Equally, applicants nead to match their project to the right funding stream and recognise that
they are unlikely to get long-term project funding for things thar have been supported for several
years, Difficult thaugh it may be, longer term financial sustainability should be a goal in all
projects. Equally, seme things will always be a ‘service,” with lictle commercial life and may always
need external support to some degree; funding bodies need to acknowledge this more fully.

Related Strategies and Plans: Community Plans, Local Development Plans, Sustainalle Food and Farming
Strategy Delivery Plan, Biodiversity Action Plans
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AONB POLICY GUIDELINES ~ Supporting
Community Action

SCI

Funding bodies and local delivery partners should seek to support commumities in
project development as well as implementation, through the provision of advice,
practical assistance, training and funding where possible,

5C2  Direct support, where appropriate, should be given to community groups
implementing projects to conserve the AONB's landscape, wildlife and historie
environment or to celebrate jts cultural features

5C3  Routes to funding for local communities should be simplified wherever possible and
elear information published on local sources of financial support.

5C4  Support should be given to those organisations whith help communities make
connections between community need and sources of direct assistance.

S€5  Funding bodies should give careful consideration to how staff employed by voluntary
sector organisations will be managed and provide support where required,

See also:

Policy Guidelines LP4, LMI, 3.5, 8, |1,
Action Plan Objectives 3,21, 24, 34



The Prudent Use of Natural Resources
I

Other parts of this plan address how some of our prime nateral resources of wind, water and
minerals are used in the ADMB and the impace this might have on the landscape, Within the
scope of this plan, we might also seek to influence the prudent use of natural resources through
promating sustainable design and location of buildings, the greening of business practice and
‘preen travel’, Mationally designated landscapes can be the cradle of good praciice across the
widest spectrum of envirommental fields,

In considering the following issues, it is important to remember that landscape and wildlife are
natural resources and ones which are perhaps in the long term likely 1o be the motive force of
the local economy. We need o avold over-exploitation of both and to manage them sensibly and
sustainalbily if they are to support our communities into the funure, This requires action such as:
B the careful disposal of farm and other waste,

monitoring and regulating activities which affect ain, soil and water quality, and the impact of
light pollution,

-]
Bl the protection of rare and characeerisce lora, wildlife and habicars
=

balancing enjoyment of new rights of access and the conservation of fragile habitats and
vulnerable species.

Sustainable Building — Design and Location

k)

Mew buildings in the ACHE, as well as being in keeping with their surroundings, should also be
as emvironmentally sustainable as possible. Designing energy efficient features into affordable
housing, for instance, will male it cheaper to run alongside being cheaper to rent or buy and will
also benefic the environment, Durham County Council's document,"Building in Sustainabilicy”
{2002) is widely recognised as providing model guidance which could be applied across the
ACOMB. The prudent use of nawral resources can also be promoted by locating development
where it will minimise the need for private car use to the greatest extent (this is dealt with in
more detail elsewhera in the plan).

Green Travel Planning

4.

How people get 1o and from work and how they visit local atoractions and the wider
countryside can also have an effect on the emvironmental sustainabilicy of the AQNE. In a deeply
rural area like the Morth Pennines some degree of private car use is essential for abmost
everyone, but encouragement should be given to businesses and tourist atrractions in the ADNE
to produce green travel plans for their staff or their visicors. As a minimum, all liceratre
promaring local atractions, events and activities should provide details of how to get there by
public transport, where possible, There is guidance on travel planning available on the
Department of Transport website at www.dftgovuk

“Wny new aneral extraction workings wowld be subject to national planieg regulations an AORE™
= Churfie Hedbey © Counryside Agency.




The Greening of Business

K.

One of the principal ways in which business can support the lacal environment is to buy locally
produced goods and services, The use of good quality local praducts alse aces as a badge of
quality for the whole area, helping to reinforce the idea that the Merth Pennines is a special
place, as waell as supporting the local economy. Tourism businesses can also use the Tourisc Board
! Countryside Agency 'Green Audit Kit', which helps them to assess and improve their own
environmental performance, It may be appropriate to tie future grant aid and other support to
the use of the green audit kit and similar measures.

Another area in which local business can support the local emvironment is through the adeption
of ways of working which limit the quantities of waste produced, VWaste minimalisation policies,
when adopred at work (and home) can significantly reduce overall amounts of waste generated.
Other related issues to address include managing and pracessing farm waste and the need to
resolve localised fly tipping problems,

Minerals and Waste Planning

T

The landscape of the Morth Pennines has been to a large degree shaped by the extraction of its
rich mineral resources, Mineral extraction and quarrying are controlled by County Councils
through the minerals planning process. Any new quarrying or mineral exeraction activity on a
commercial scale would be likely to constitute major development and be subject te mational
planning regulations on ACMEBS,

Future planning for existing mineral extraction within the AOMNB should balance the econamic
benefic which this may bring with the potential impace on landscape, biodiversity and local
cemmunities. [t should alse consider the potential impact of any infrastructure and traffic issues
which may arise. Every encouragement should be given to after-use which complements the
surrounding landscape, This should not preclude industrial development where this is of a nature
and scale compatible with its setting in an AQNB.

There are currently no active waste disposal sites in the AOMNB and it is anticipated that
permission will not be given for new ones, other than where there will be no adverse impact on
landscape or biodiversity, either directly or through the effects of increased traffic and noise,
Such facilities would also be classed as major develapment and would be subject to national
planning guidance on AOMNBs,

. Business ideas, particularly for community businesses, which aim to manage or recycle waste in

the AQME, should be supported where the associated infrastructure has no adverse impact on
natural beauty.

Related Plans and Strategies: Regional Planning Guidonce; Local Development Plans; Minerals and Wiste
Local Plans; County and District LA 21 Strategies, Cumbrio Sustainabiity Strategy, ‘Building in Sustainahility*
{Durham CC)
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AONB POLICY GUIDELINES ~
The Prudent Use of Natural Resources

FIRT

MR2

MR

MR4

MRS

Local Autharities, property ewners and developers should seek to incorporate the
principles of sustainable building design and construction in all new buildings in the
AOMB.

Opportunities should be sought to support the greening of business in the ADONB,
through measures such as green travel plans, promoting the green audit kit, green
purchasing policies. energy efliciency measures and collating information on sourcing
quality lacal products for business use,

Proposals for mineral development in the AOMNE should be subject to rigorous
examination, with a balanced approach taken o the impact on the landscapa,
biodiversity and the local cconarmy.

Proposals for the development of waste disposal, reeyeling and civic amenity sites in
the AONB should not be permitted, other than where there would be no adverse
impact on the landscape or biodiversicy, and no nuisance to communities through
associated waflfic and noise,

Wherever practical and appropriate, opportunities should be pursued to support
waste minimalisation initiatives in the AQRB,

See also:
AOQNB Policy Guidelines LPI-2
Action Plan Objectives |,22,23
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Access to Key Services and Facilities

I.  People’s access to services and facilities may not instantly appear to have a direct link to the
conservation of natural beauty, However, it is an essential fearure of building the sustainable
comununities which can conribute so much o the well-being of the AOMB. Directly related o
this remmie of this plan, recaining and enhancing local services can:

B Reduce car journeys and traffic
Bl Frovide services for visitors too, further supporting the local economy.

2. However, good access to key services also has clear benefits in that it can;

B Screngthen the role of villages and market towns as service centres which can act as
gateways to the ADMNB

Retain local employment opportunities
Help to counter rural social exclusion

Improve the quality of life of local peaple

3. Inshore it helps nmaintain diverse vibrang communities of people who can then conrribute
positively to local conservation.

4, s possible to plan positively for the retention of key services and to establish policies within

local authorities and agencies to support this. Regional Planning Guidance for the Morth East “Garrigal Post Office” -~ Charbe Hedley & Countryside Agency
(Movember 2002) has a Development Policy on Rural Sectlements which includes specific i ) .

guidance on establishing local development plan policies relating to the retention of key services. 7. Of course, there are ways of encouraging the retention of key services in which everyone can

It advises that such local policies should: “Seek 1o protect and improve the provision of critical become more involved. Simply encouraging the use of local services and facilities, by local people
rural service infrastructure (including schools, post offices, banks, shops, pubs, village halls and as well as visivors, will help to some small degree, as will the active promotion of those services
petrol stations).” Such policies might include: and facilities which offer a locally distinctive product.

Bl resisting changes of use from business to residential purposes, Related Plans and Strategies: Regional Plonning Guidance; Locol Development Plans; Comununity

Strategies; Regional Economic Strategies; Stanhape, Middleton and Holtwhistle Market Towns Action Flans;

B support for dual use of local facilities (eg. the publ post office or village hall / library), Northumberland Cultural Strategy.

B e retention of shop fronts for a given time in order to promaote potential return of
shopping provision or inviting community or social use of certain premises.

Bl The retention of the last service of its kind in a particular community, e.g. the last grocery shop AONB POLICY GUIDELINES - Access to Ker

5 lowill be important to maintain information on the levels of services within communities o Services and Facilities
enable policles to be refined and targeted more effectively. The Rural Community Councils’ b 7 3 |
annual ‘Key Services Reports’ are likely to continue to be the best mechanism for this, KSI  Local Authorities should establish development plan policies on the retention of key

local facilities and services for villages and local communities in the Morth Pennines,
6. There are clearly several ways in which development policy can support key services, Studies in

North Cormwall, West Oxfordshire and Wiltshire have shown that simply providing more housing K52 The community and environmental benefits of ‘buying local’ should be widely promaored.
in a settlement will not alone sustain local services, (Source: Key Services in Morth East England,

Liverpool Joln Moores Universicy for the Countryside Agency). Many key services in rural KS3  Community selutions to the retention of key local services, including multi-use

conmmmities will need a variety of income streams in order to have a long- term future and such options, should be supported.
income soeams can be hard to generate in some of our more Bsolated communities. The Post See also:

Office and café in Allenheads have had a number of changes of tenant in only a few years, despite AOMB Policy Guidelines LP3, 5
the best effores of the Allenheads Trust to ensure continuity, Local community use and the C2C See Action Plan Objective 1

cycle route are perhaps insufficient as the main income soreams for a viable business.




The Provision of Housing to Meet Local Need

I Itis widely acknowledged that there is benefit in encouraging communities to be diverse in their age
structure, retaining young people and enabling the elderly to enjoy good living standards for which
they may have worked all their lives. It is not within the purpose of AOMNB designation to provide for
affordable housing in rural areas, but it is an important factor in maintaining the sustainabilicy and
integrity of communities and thereby making it easier for local people to contribute positively to the
life of the countryside. The dormitary or retirement communities which may otherwise be the result
are perhaps less likely to be invelved in land management, sustainable tourism and other activities
linked to the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty:

2. Whilst it might still be possible to sell a small house in London and buy a very large one in the
Morth Pennines, house prices in the Morth East and Cumbria are rising faster than anywhere
else in the country. This is increasingly pricing many people, young and old, out of the housing
market. Local employment opportunities have also declined in some parts of the Morth Pennines
in recent years, most obviously in Weardale, and this all affects people’s ability 1o keep pace with
house prices. It is also thought that second home or holiday cottage ownership, along with 'Right
to Buy' schemes for Council housing, is also inflating local house prices. The need for affardable
housing in the AQOMNB was in the "top five’' issues felt to be most important by those responding
to the questionnaire which has helped to inform this draft of the management plan. Conversely,
in some places such as Halowhistle and surrounding parishes (some of which are in the ADNE),
consultation has suggested that local housing is in sufficient supply and is affordable (Source:
Halewhistle Market Towns Initiative consultation process).

1. In the same way that it is possible to plan for key service retention, it is possible to develop
policies which ereate, and maintain, stocks of affordable housing, Such development should be
subject to a thoreugh assessment of need, be designed to a high standard and be of 2 nature and
scale appropriate to its secting — this need not cost more. It should be located so as to reduce
ear journeys and promote the sustainability of existing key services.

“Sacial Hmesing ar Manchivad™ © Cathie Tim

4, Mechanisms to retain affordable housing into the future might include the promation of part-

ownership, shared tenure or rented sector schemes, AONB POLICY GUIDELINES - Aﬁurdab!e HDHSl.ﬂg

5. The AOME bensfits from the services of Rural Housing Enablers Their role is to help to identify A Subject ta an assessment of need, ensure the availability of increased levels of
areas of rural housing need and to explore the locations where it would be most socially, alfordable housing in the AQREB, of a nature, scale and location which does not
economically and environmentally sustainable. The employment of Rural Housing Enablers across detract from its natural beauty, Measures should be adopred which retain alfordable
the AQMB should be considered as a way of addressing the problems of providing good qualicy, housing in perpetuity.
emvironmentally sustainable housing, which meets local need now and into the future, AH " The work of tha Risal Fiiising Enablert shotld be sipported and aiforis mide i -
Related Plans and Strategies: PPG3 {Housing), Regional Planning Guidance, Locol Development Plans, ordinate their services across the AQMNB.
Community Plans, Local Housing Strotegies. Koo alior

AONB Policy Guidelines LP3, &
Action Plan Objective 24




Managing Roads & Traffic, Providing Transport

I. Roads and the waffic that uses them are an ever more prominent feawre of our countryside. The
Marth Pennines has thus far largely escaped some of the more adverse impacts that insensitive road
building has brought to other parts of the country. Rather itis the day o day management of our
roads and our roadside environment that poses a potential threat to the conservation of the rural
character of the area, Inappropriate lighting, excessive signage, obtrusive surface treatments and
kerbing, unsympathetic dramage and ‘wrban’ design i roadside features such as bus shelters, can all
talee their toll on the character of the AQMB. Any proposals for major new transport infrastructure
would be classed as major development and as such would be subject ta natienal planning guidance
on ADMBs. As public bodies, Highway Authorities must also have regard to their duties under Section
45 of the CRoW Act when planning roadworls and road developments.

AONB Roads Management Guidance

2. With the active participation of Highway Authority officers, the AQMNB Partership has produced a
puldance document for all those organisations which have an impact on the management of roads
and the roadside environment. This document provides guidance on the most appropriate means of
ensuring that the unique character of the Morth Pennines is not adversely affected by roads, whilst
recogiising the safery (and other) standards with which Highway Authorities must comply.

3. It enables distincrions between rural and urban areas to be better made, allowing the specific
needs of the Morth Pennines AQMNB o be taken into account. The guidance is intended to apply
o all road and readside improvements and management practices, it could also be beneficial in
the preparation of Environmental lmpact Assessments which would be needed for any proposed
major schemes, lis wide adoption and use is recommended as a way to conserve rural character
across the ADMB and 1o serve as an example of how the three Highway Authorities are fulfilling
their duties under Section 85 of the CRaWW Act,

4. Smine existing local government policies seek to take account of the needs of conserving rural
character during road improvements in the AOMB. Good examples are:

Cinntbria Locol Transpert Plan 2001/2002 — 2005/ 2006 {Policy HNT)

“The Council will undertake all road works taking fully into account the character of the area
through which the road passes and retain the character of unimproved roads subject to the need
to addvess significant road salery hazards, Particular attentien will be given 1o roads in Mational
Farks, AOMEs and Conservation areas”,

Cuorliske Districe Local Plan o 2006{1997). (Palicy T5 Highway Schemes in Sensitive Areos)
“Within AOMBEs and other important landscape areas, highway schemes should respect the
character of the localicy”

5. These policies reflect the approach which the Roads Management Guidance document seeks to
foster and would act as model policies for other authorities to consider.

' Conserving and Enhancing natural beality

B L E R

“Wawitainng the rurol characler of reods and the roadside envrammnent is o sporteol stef i conservng e sea’s nolwal begury™
= Charlie Hediey € Cowmryside Agency.

The Speed and Yolume of Traffic

6.

Increasing amounts of traffic on our roads affects us all. It causes an inereased danger to drivers,
pedestrians and other users of the road and it can lead to mitigation measures which can have a
damaging effect on rural character. Efforts need to be made to ensure that considerations of
safety and utility are seen alongside those of the conservation of the character of the AQONE.

According to a study by CPRE in 1999, 91% of people think that the speed limit should be
reduced, but 91% of peaple are not slowing down on our rural roads. Given that, in general, traffic
has been shown to travel faster on rural roads than it does on urban roads and that speed of
travel is the greatest factor influencing the severity of injury in a traffic accident, then the speed of
vehicles on local roads needs addressing urgently, The importance of responsible driving needs to
be promoted as much as the use of (often intrusive) physical traffic calming and management
measures. The policy of ‘matching the traffic to the roads, not the roads to the waffic’ should be
followed — we cannot keep modifying our roads indefinitely to serve the demands of the car.




As well as increasing eraffic velume, the consultations carried out in the production of this plan
identified speeding traffic as a major cause of local concern. Some locations, such as the AGRS
berween Penrith and Haydon Bridge and the A66& Scotch Corner to Penrith have a history of
accidents often, though not always, attributed o inappropriate driver behaviour. In consultation
during the production of this plan, residents of Melmerby, for instance, have said that speeding
{and noisy) traffic on the AGBS, particularly at Bank Holidays and weekends, has a damaging effect
on the safety, tranquillicy and atcractiveness of the village, Measures need ta be taken to manage
wraffic speed and volume, without compromising rural character and affecting the tranquillity of
the area, Safe and convenient access needs to be provided for local people and visitors to the
area, 5o that they may benefit frem what it has to offer as a place to live, work and explore,

Road wraffic levels are not monitared in the Durham and Morthumberland parts of the AQREB,
but in Cumbria information from 2001 shows thae 13,600 vehicles a day use the A6 on the
fringes of the AOMNB and that 20% of these (2720) are HGVYs. | B60 vehicles a day (112 HGVs)
use the winding AGBE from Langwathby to Alston over Hartside. These figures are an increase on
previous years and this trend is unlikely to be reversed,

. Through freight raflic, which may have no connection with businesses in the area, may also be

contributing to increasing numbers of vehicles on our roads, increasing pollution and making it
harder for local people to go about their business. Measures to counter this should include not
signing, within and arcund the AQMNB, destinations more than 20 miles distant, This may encourage
traffic to use roads around the AOMNB to get across country rather than using threugh routes such
as the AGBY east — west across the AONE or the B6276 from Middleton-inTeesdale to Brough,

Public Transport

The role of this plan with regard to public transport is to bring forward and promote measures
which increase people’s oppartunities to find alternatives ta the private car and to champion
measures to conserve and enhance rural character in the roadside environment.

Geographically remote, the Morth Pennines is crossed by few roads. Since the closure of the Alston
to Halewhistle line in 1976 there are no links to the main raibway networle, Public transpore in the
Morth Pennines is variable’ with a relatively good service in Weardale, but less so elsewhere,

. Communities which are not on the main road networks round the edge of the AOMB have poor

access to public ransport. For instance, to travel from Alston to Middieton-in-Teesdale (by car a
distance of 25 miles, on one road, taking 40 minutes) currently involves travelling via MNewcastle,
Durham, and Barnard Castle, taking approximately five hours and covering well over 100 miles,
As a result of the remoteness of much of the area and the public transport services it has,
access to private transport is a necessity within most of the AONB and levels of car ownership
are correspondingly high. 87% of pecple in the AOMNB have access to one or more cars as
opposed to 72% nationally (2001 Census). Improved public transport provision and the
development of demand responsive and other schemes can help to address some of the
problems associated with the increasing use of private cars. The West Allendale ‘Phone & Go'
service is a good local example of this. In terms of more mainstream public ransport, Alston
might usefully be considered a hub for the Morth Pennines, acting as an interchange berween
services which might be developed fram Teesdale and Weardale and from Hexham and Penrith,

"Hiartgide™ 8 Morth Pernines ACME Partaerships,

. The larger settlements beyond the northern edge of the AONB are well served by the Carlisle

to Mewcastle rail line. More could be done to promate sustainable visits to the ADMB, providing
bus and cycle links from places such as Hexham, Haydon Bridge and Halowhistle These might
also serve Hadrian's Wall and the Morthumberland Mational Park as well as the Marth Pannines.

There have been proposals for several years o re-open the mibway line from Bishop Auckland to
Stanhope and perhaps on to Eastgate, These proposals have "hit the buffers” in the past, but there
is genuine expectation that this could be achieved during the life of this plan. It would bring rail
passengers directly into the AOMNE for the first time for almest 30 years. The potential to link this
line with bus, cycle and walking routes is tremendous and there is great potential for economic
and community benefic to accrue from it. The sustainability of proposals for the Eastgate Cement
Works site relies to a large extent on the return of the railway. The railway would provide
considerable opportunity for ather associated transport prajects, linking surrounding settlements
and places of interest to visitors. Initiatives such as cycle hire from the railway stations en route
should alsa be encouraged. In order to anract prople to use the railway, it may prove necessary



o offer financial incentives, such as cheap ticketing, in the early period of operation, in arder to
help to build up a customer base. The rail operator should be supported in this wherever
possible, bearing in mind the lang term benelics of the return of the railway.

At present the Rural Transport Partnerships (RTP) are one of the main influences in improving the
qualicy of wansport in rural areas, This is a Countryside Agency funded initiative, which brings
ogether the private, public and veluntary sectors to develop and support local transport projects,
Such projects provide additonal vanspore facilicies in rural areas and improve access to jobs,
services and social activities, whilst enhancing visicor access wo the countryside. RTP schemes
operate across the ADMB, Further support should be given to help integrate community and
voluntary transport schanes developed through the RTF, wich the mainstream passenger transport
necwork. The creation of interchanges with other modes of transpory notably on principal walking
and cycling routes such as the Pennine Way and C2C, should alsa be encouraged.

There are several examples of good practice in the Morth Pennines which can be followed in the
fucure, These include: the "Black Grouse Bike Bus’, which brings people and their bikes into the
area on public tansport in the summer months, instead of having them atach the bike to the
back of the car; the ‘Fellrunner Yillage Bus Limited', a community led tansport seheme in the
East Fellside, has been aking people from the remote parts of the Eden Valley and Alston Moor
o Carlisle and Penrith since the late 19705,

Related Plans and Strategies: Guidance on the Management and Mainterance of Roads in the North
Pennines ACDME; County based Locol Transport Plans; Local Development Plans; Cosmmunity Strategies; Regional
Economic Strategies, Local and Regional Tourism Strategies, Stonhope, Middleton and Haltwhistle Market
Towns Action Plars, Countryside Apency Guidonce notes on Rurol Rood Management.

AWAITING NEW PHOTOGRAPHY

. Conserying and enhancing natural beauty

AONB POLICY GUIDELINES - Traffic and Transport

TTI  The AQKME Parcnerships 'Guidance on the Management and Maintenance of Roads in
the Morth Pennines ACMB" should be widely adopted and implementad and held up
as an example of good practice,

TT2  Whilst taking into account safery considerations, Highway Authorities should
undertale all road schemes, including those for traffic calming and management, in a
manner consistent with their duties under Section 85 of the CRoWY Act, respecting
the conservation of narural beauty and rural characrer and in consultation with local
COMImunities,

TT3  Appropriate and effective measures should be brought forward to contral speeding
traffic in acknowledged ‘problem locations” such as on the A686.

TT4  Consideration should be given to signing freight ralfic around the ACNB or to not
signing locations more than 20 miles distant within and around the AQMNE,

TT5  Measures should be brought forward to improve cross dale and cross border public

transport.

TTeé  Community transport schemes should be encouraged and valued for the contribution
they make to envircnmental and social sustainabilicy.

TT7  Support should given for projects which link community transport schemes with
mainstream transport provision and those which link with ather forms of transpore
such as walking and cycling.

TT8  Support should be provided for the return of passenger rail services on the Weardale
Rallway,

TT9  Projects which link the AOMNE to surrounding railway stations should be actively
supported,

TTI0  Effective measures should be established to encourage joint public oansport options
bevween the three counties, alongside the establishment of Alscon as a public
wransport hub for the Morth Pennines.

See also:

AONB Policy Guidelines 5C1-2, 141, 3, CAS
Action Plan Objectives 25,26, 32




Influencing the Local,
Regional and National
Agenda

Placing the AQME higher on the agenda of lacal, regional and national organisations is one of the
primary roles of the AOMNB Partnership. If the AOME designation is to have long-term benefit, all
those organisations and institutions which affect it must be aware of its qualities, its needs and
the role they ean play in its conservation and enhancement,

At local level, the task of influencing development plans and other strategic documents is an
angoing one, This worl must be extended further to ensure that county based Strategic
Partnerships and district based Local Strategic Partnerships carry out their roles with awareness
of the importance of the AQONB and with the policy guidelines, objectives and actions of this Plan
in mind. There is also a vital and angoing role to promote consistency of local authority appreach
in key areas of work, such as rights of way management and the application of planning policy,
across local auchority boundaries,

At regional level, the Regional Development Agencies are growing in awareness of the role that
AOMBs and AOMNB Partnerships can play in prometing economic and social well being which is
linked to the purpose of designation. The Minister for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Alun
Michael MP said in 2002 that protected landscapes should be ‘test-beds’ of innovative initatives
for rural revival. For this to happen, the needs of the Morth Pennines and the purpose of ADMNB
designation need to be at the heart of RDA policy-making and delivery. It is the role of the RDAs
themselves, the Countryside Agency and the AOMB Partnership to ensure that this happens. An
accord is being developed between the RDAs and protected landscape management bodies to
promote future co-operation,

Similarly the regional Rural Affairs Forums (Morth East and Morth West) need to take increasing
account of the AOME and its potential as a test-bed for rural revival, The AOMNB Partmership
needs to make continuing effort to engage with these fora to raise the profile of the AOMNB in
palicy-making and action, It also needs to make the most of the potential of regional tourism
fora, rural business support networks and other mechanisms to bring benefit to the AONB.

The Regional Assemblies have an important policy making role which affects the AOMNE, most
obviously in the production of the Regional Spatial Strategies. The ACME Partnership should aim
o influence the policies of the Regional Assemblies to promote measures which support the
purpose of AQMB designation.

Page 72

The Mational Association for AOMNBs (NAADMB) works to raise the profile of the designation
and secure a bright future for AOMBs. This work includes lobbying government for
improvements in legislition surrounding AOMNEs and the countryside, influencing plans and
strategies, raising public awareness of AOMBs and promaoting the training and other needs of
those employed to work for the conservation of aur finest countryside. The work of the
MAACHKE should continue to be supported by the ACKNE Partership and by its local member
organisations, as it strives to further the designation and raise the profile of ADMBs in
Government and amongst the public. At maore local level, there is also considerable scope for the
development of joint initiatives berween the protected landscapes of the Morth East and the
Marth Yyest,

There are several national inicatives which have brought great benefits to Matienal Parks, but
hiave not yet been available to AQMBs, Examples of this include the 'Sustainable Development
Fund’ and the 'Mew Mative Woodland in Mational Parks’ scheme, AQNBE Partnerships and the
Mational Association for AOMNBs need o work with others to bring the benefits of these and
other initatives to AQMNEs oo

Section 85 of the CRoWW Act places a duty on public bodies to have due regard to the purpose of
AOMB designation in the discharging of their functions. Some public bodies' awareness of this
legislation has proved to be limited, There would be benefic in establishing an accord berween the
AOMB Partmership and the relevant authorities (including statutory undertakers) to ensure full
awareness of the legislition and to encourage collaborative working te ensure future compliance.

AONB Policy Guidelines — Influencing the Regional
and National Agenda

Al Local authorities, strategic parterships and L5Ps covering the AQOMB should consider
its conservation and enhancement in all policy making and action.

A2 RDAs should promote the AORNE as a testhed for rural revival and support new
initiatives which complement the purpose of AQME designation,

1A Al bodies with Section BS duties under the CROVY Act 2000 should be encouraged
and supported o fulfill their obligations,

See alsa;
AONB Policy Guidelines LPI-11, LM, CAl, MR3, MR4,AHI,TTI-2
Action Plan Objective 27
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This parc of the Management Plan addresses issues relating to how local people and visitors use the AONB, how their experience of it might be more rewarding and how they can grow in appreciation of its life and
wark. It also addresses how tourism can contribute positively to the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty.



Exploring the North
Pennines

I. Though not a purpose of AONB designation, it is widely acknowledged that one of
the best ways to ensure the long term conservation of any area of countryside is to
provide opportunities for people to:

B Be aware of where it is and what is special about it
B Be able to enjoy the things it has to offer.
B Be able grow in understanding of its wildlife, landscape, culture and communities.

1. This plan seeks to promote measures which male this possible, without
compromising the area's natural beauty.

Public Rights of Way and Access Land

3. The 1958km of Public Rights of Way in the ADMNB provide local people and visitors with plenty of
apporwnities for exploratden. These rights of way are made up of 1467km of public foorpaths,
452km of bridleway and 39km of Byway Open to All Traffic, Two Mational Trails eross the area, the
Pennine Way and Pennine Bridleway. The Coast to Coast Walle and Fadrian’s Wall Path Mational
Trail are both within a few miles and the C2C cyele route and Pennine Cyeleway cut right through
the heart of the AOMB, There are regional routes such as the South Tyne Traill, Weardale Way and
Teesdale Way and any number of locally prometed routes for wallers, cyelists, horse-riders. This
rescurce is managed by the three Highway Authorities within the AOMNEB, with the help of districe
and parish councils, community projects and individual landowners.

4, In addition to the network of rights of way there are a number of places where access for
walleers ane cyclists is provided by permission of landowners, As one example, many of the
reservoirs within the Morth Pennines are accessible to the public for quiet recreation by
permission of Morthumbrian Water,

5. The three Highway Autharities which share the MNorth Pennines AOMB each have slightly
different mechanisms for management of rights of way. These differences do not necessarily have
an impact on the way work is done on the ground, though the resources available do differ.
There has been increasing contact and liaison between officers across administrative boundaries,
principally through the Morth Pennines AOMB Partnership's ‘Access and Recreation Working
Group” and through the development of Local Access Farums,

6. Originally serving the needs of Morth Pennine communities, the network of public rights of way
is now predominantly used for recreational purposes. Paths and tracks that once allowed

“Wialking in Weeardale™ B Middleson Pls,

farmers, lead miners and other people to get to work, church or market are now part of our i
cultural heritage and provide apportinities for relaxation and exercise. This transition in use has

been acknowledged by governments for over 70 years and is reflected in a range of legislation

from the 1932 Rights of Way Act to the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, One of the

primary purposes of legislation has been to facilitate the needs of the general public for access

to the eountryside and to legally recognise their rights of access.

Public Rights of Way offer tremendous variety for all types and abilities of user. Many routes are to

be found in the dale bottoms and adjacent to the main villages and visitor attractions, Others are

high up on the moors and enable people to experience a sense of remoteness and solitude. This

variety is a positive feature of the networl and is reflected by the different approaches o its

management by the Highway Authorities and their parmers. Some routes are part of Mational

Trails and arcract walkers from Britain and abroad. Increasingly chis use of long-distance walks is ;
for shore breaks, rather than completing the whale route in one go. Reglonal routes such as the ]



Teesdale Way and the Weardale Wy Lring in small numbers of visitors from within the UK and
are also used by local people as part of their enjoyment of the wider rights of way network.
Oniher local routes are used primarily by residents and day visicors, mosdy coming from the North
East and Cumbria. The neowork of paths is currenty being promoted as a resource for healdhy
lifestyles, with encouragement for people to take more exercise in the form of a country walk.

The new rights of open access provided by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act will have come into
force in the Morth Pennines by Spring 2005, early in the Bie of this Management Plan, Due w the
mature of the area, with its vast expanses of open moorland, the Morth Pennines will be the most
‘accessible’ of the 41 ACMBs. People will have new opportunities 1o explore this wonderful
cauntryside and many wallers will be able o go o places they have never been before and o discover
more about their surroundings. The Countryside Agency's 'Discovering Lost Ways™ project, will record
many new Public Rights of Way, including many Byways, and may significantly alver the nevwork

The CRoWY Act places new duties and powers on local authorites in relation to the
management of rights of way and aceess land. Highway Authorities are required o produce a
Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) by 2007 They have alse now met the requirement o
ser up Local Access Forums (LAF) to give user groups, landowners and others a formal process
through which to advise Highway Authorites and the Countryside Agency on both the
management of 'Open Country’ and the production of ROWIPs,

Two LAFs cover the ACQMB: a joint Morth Pennines (Durbam and Morthumberland) LAF and the
Cumbwia LAFE which includes the ADMNB along with the rest of Cumbria outside the two
Mational Parlks.

. Large areas of the Mol Estave within the AOMNB are mapped as Open Country under provisions

in the CRoWY Act, chough some, such as the firing range at Warcop, will have permanent
restrictions placed an them due to the nature of teir military use. Despite such restrictions,
large areas of countryside will be open o the public for the firsc tme for many years due o the
CRoWY Act and MoD creating new access opporiunities on the training area,

Supporting Improvements in Sustainable
Countryside Access

Setting the Highest Standards

12

Management of the Public Rights of Way necwork in the Morth Pennines by the three Highway
Authorities should, where practicable, be to a consistent and high sandard. This will increase the
conlidence of residents and visitors when using rights of way and help with the marlketing of the Morth
Penmines as a destination lor active recreation. Legal anomalies in the rights of way networl, particularly
cross-boundary issues, should be identified as a priority for action in Rights of Way lmprovement Plans,
ldeally neither resident nor visitor should be able w discern the administrative boundaries simply on
the basis of e type of sipnposting used on paths or the level of maintenance they receive.

“Cunded walk, Hoof of England Wikks 200378 Midibeton Plus,

13. Particular effore should be focused on the management of the network of promoted routes
across the AONE, People picking up a leafler-guided walk in a local TIC need to be able to set
out on the route with confidence thar it will be accessible and easy to follow. There is an
ongoing need to improve the information available to the public about the local rghts of way
network,

New Rights, New Responsibilities

14. With the new rights of open access, come new responsibilities for the walker and new
challenges for the land manager, The land aver which people will have the right to walk may look
wild, bur it is managed for sport or for stock grazing and is a large part of the economic
prosperity of the area, Equally it is land of international importance for nature conservation,
particularly for its communities of birds and plants, Steps will need to be tken to ensure that
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the public is able to enjoy these new rights without compramising the needs of wildlife and a
significant part of the local economy, Peaple will need readily accessible infarmation about which
land is open for access and about how to explore the newly available land enjoyably, safely and
sensitively,

. Alongside the regulatory system for temperary and permanent closure of some land for

conservation, health and safety and management purposes, voluntary codes of practice may be
one option to influence the use of sensitive areas of land, Some of the terrain mapped as ‘open
country' is very difficult to traverse (e.g. heather moorland and blanker bog) and the majority of
people may welcome being guided (e.g. by low-key signage or cutting of vegetation) along routes
which allow them to reach new parts of the countryside with minimal pressure on conservation
and commercial land management, There will also be a need to consider the provision of access
paints o open country and also informal visicor parking at some locations, which should be
established in accordance with the AQMNB Partmership's eompanion document to the
management plan,"Guidance on the Management and Maintenance of Roads in the Marth
Pennines ACRB".

It may only be after the new rights of open access have been in place for some tme that the
true picture of its impact on the user and the landowner will be known, The Government will be
called upon to make extra resources available for the effective management of open access and
Local Authorities and the Countryside Agency will need ta be adequately funded to enable them
ta administer the system, to make information on access land restrictions widely available and to
manage the new access on the ground.

. Access provided by permission of the landowner is often overlooked in the consideration of

countryside recreation opportunities. The continued provision of such managed access is greatly
valued and should be encouraged and supported,

Managing Off-Road VYehicle Use

I8,

There is a broadly held pereeprion that increasing use of off-road vehicles will bring more
problems of noise pollution, habitat damage and loss of amenity to other users of the
countryside, The true extent of this situation is not known in the Morth Pennines and further
research is required, Added to this, legislation surrounding off-road vehicle use may also be
amended early in the life of the plan, The Highway Authorities have a duty to protect the rights
of legitimate users, but it is recommended that there should be no promotion of recreational
off-road use in the AOMB, Highway Authorities, conservation bodies and user groups should
seek to work together to overcome any difficulties which may arise. Regulatory powers such as
Traffic Regulation Orders should alse be used where appropriate, on a case-by-case basis,

. The impace of new access tracks across moorlind, often to provide access for shoots, can be

detrimental to landscape and nature conservation, Care needs to be taken on the location, visual
impact and materials for such oracks, which in many cases do not ‘weather” quickly,

“Easy Acress o, Momchland & Coelvie Tian,

Accessibility

20, Promoting accessibilicy is acknowledged to require impraving information abourt existing

2l

opportunities as well as improving plysical access on the ground at appropriate locations (e.g,
close to where people live). The nature of the land in the Morth Pennines means thae the vase
majority of paths or land will remain accessible only to those with relatively gond mebilicy and
fitness. In cercain Jocations however, improving path surfaces or removing barriers to access (e.g.
by replacing stiles with gares) may be appropriate and add significantly to the range of
opportunities for less mobile people, whether visitors or residents, to enjoy the countryside,

When integrated with the Public Rights of Way network, public transport offers grear potential
for helping people explore the AOMB, Further linkages are required to explait this opportunity
more fully. Increased {or at least not decreasing) passenger numbers will help to persuade
operators and subsidy providers that services are worthy of support. Extra usage by visitors can
contribute to malntaining services,



Enjoying & .unders'tanding the Narth Pennines

Community Participation

22, Cominunity partcipation in the management of the rights of way network, fostered thwough the
Farish Pachs Parmmership scheme {within County Durham) and the rights of way management
efforts of Parish Councils and local path groups should be supported. Communities should also be
encouraged o develop events, activities and atractions based on sustainable access to the
countryside. This will reinforce the link between the conservation of a high quality, accessible
environment and local economic prasperity. The ‘Roof of England Walks', Haloadhiste Walking
Festival and similar events should continue to be supported. They should be encouraged to develop
in ways which support the local economy and are sympathetic o land management and nature
canservation, [t may be valuable to produce an accord or guidance note for those organising such
events, to help them minkmise their inpact on, for example, breeding birds or sensitive flora,

A Lesson for the Future?

23. The Foot and Moudth Quthreak of 2000 showed how imporane it was for the local rural
economy that people could ger out into the countryside and wall, ride and eyele. Though people
could still visic formal atcractions, when they could not get out and explore the area on foor, on
horseback and by bike, many rural communities and businesses suffered. This is the clearest
evidence possible of the importance of the Public Rights of Way nerwork. It needs to be well
funded, properly promoted and well managed — the economy of the area depends on it

Related strotegies and plans: County Rights of Wy Strategies, Local Transpert Plans, Rights of Wy
Improverment Pans (from 2005),

AONB POLICY GUIDELINES - Countryside Access

CAL The Public Rights of Way necworl in the AOMNB should be maintained to high “Hikrg near Alstan” - Charke Hedley € Countryside Agency.
standards appropriate to their secting and use and effort made to co-ordinate and

integrate signage / waymarking. CAS  Community participation in managing and promoting access opportunities should be
CAL  Effore should be focused on resolving ancmalies in the Public Rights of Way netwaork fostered and supported.
CAJ  Measures should be supported which make 'Open Country’ readily available to the CA6  Balanced measures to manage the potential impact of open access on nature

public (subject to the application of legal restrictions), which keep the public informed conservation and lind management should be brought forward and supported.

af any restrictions as they occur and which promote responsible use of such land, e
CAd Motorised off-roading should not be promoted in the AOMB and reasonable AONB Policy Guidelines LMI2, 5C2,TT5,TT7, TT9, TN6, TN8

measures taken where needed to minimise its potential negative impact on the Action Plan Objectives 28-32

countryside and people’s enjoyment of it, Effores should be made to engage with users
o minimise such impacts as might oceur and seek commonly agreed solutions where
possible,




Tourism & Natural Beauty

I.  Tourism is a growing industry in the Morth Pennines and is the focus of ever-greater attention
from local, national and regional organisations. Whilst there are no detailed statistics for the
AONEB, 27000 jobs in the MNorth East are estimated to be directly dependent on natural and
cultural assets (Source — Regional Economic Strategy).

2. The ehiel assers af the area are undoubtedly its outstanding natural and cultural heritage, Those
invalved in tourism, from all sectors, need to ask how the area can ‘raise its game’ in order to
compete with surrounding destinations, There is an important role for tourism in an inereasingly
environment-based economy. Marketing of the area is improving and becoming inereasingly co-
ordinated, but the brand has to live up to the marketing, People will expect high quality
experiences, accommaodation which meets their needs, the best qualicy local food, good
transport and a warm welcome,

3. This plan brings forward policy puidelines, objectives and actions which promete the kinds of
tourism most appropriate to protected landscapes such as the Maordh Pennines AOMNB. These will
more than likely be based on the special qualities of the area and contribute to the conservation
and enhancement of natural beauty and cultural hericage.

Planning for Tourism Development

4. The Marth Pennines has been described as the ‘antidote to the Lake District’. More visitors ean
be accommedated with ease and can bring real benefit to the local economy. However, they also
bring pressures on the landscape which need to be addressed. These pressures come in the form
aof increased traffic, vraffic noise, signage and pressure for car parks etc. pressure on and potential
damage to sensitive habitats and an increase in off-road vehicle use. Careful planning must ensure
that these pressures do not detract from the area’s special qualities, including its sense of
remateness and cranguility.

5 Undil 2003, guidance on planning for tourism development was catered for in Planning Policy
Guidance Mote (PPG) 21.A¢ the time of praducing this plan (March 2004), PPG 21 is proposed
to be replaced by "Good Practice Guidance’, which should provide the opportunity to have
inclacled in it AQMNB-specific recommendations and examples of good practice which relate
directly to tourism in protected landscapes,

6. In the Morth Pennines, good practice in planning for tourism development sheuld ke account
of AOME Management Flan policy guidelines and objectives and should conform to naticnal,
regional and lacal planning guidance on AQMNBs, Tourism development can bring great benefics
to the economy of the area, but its promotion is best focused on those activities which

bolster local distinctiveness, Those invalved should consider how their operations, plans and
activities can build on and promote the special qualities of the area. This principle that “Mliche markets such o eyehng and horseriding ave imderexploited ~ Cyokng on the South Tyne Tt @ Sustrovs,




roisrisin development should build on the character of the local countryside forms part of
guidance in PPGY (para 3.12). Tourism would ideally focus therefore on acrivities such as
walking, cycling, horseriding, wildiife-warching and discovering the area’s rich geological heritage,
history and culture,

It is generally accepred char many visicors are locking for an experience which marks out the
place they are visiting from other destinations. Like any other development in the AQME,
courism development should be encouraged where it conforms e naticnal planning guidance on
AR Bs, minimises raffic generation, uses local building materials, design which complements the
lecal environment and showeases bocal produces, erafes and craditions.

The sensitive re-use of appropriate redundant buildings might be encouraged for wuriam
purposes, improving “derelice sites’ and sometimes providing an economic use which may sustain
impartant buildings in the landscape.

It is often suggested thar the area necds more effective signage to guide visitors to local
accractions. However, this should not mean more signs — a proliferacion of signage detracts from
rural character and in the long term would be part of a suburbanisation of the area’s deep rural
envivonment, The AQMNB Paroership's guidance document on the management of roads in the
ADKB offers further advice on the quanticy, nature and locaton of signs in the countryside,
including highway and tourist signs.

. Regional Planning Guidance for the Morch East advises that emphasis must be placed on the

development of sustainable courism, It states “Development Plans and other strategies should
promote tourisim and seek to achieve an acceptable and sustainable balance bevween the
development of wurise facilities and accracdons, and the potential for conservation of the
Fegion's natwral and historic emvvironment”, This broad brush advice may be acceptable ona
regional basis, but there might be the useful cavear that, in protecred lindscapes lilke the Maorch
Penmines ACMNE, the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty should be the principal
consideration in decisions on, and planning for, wurisin development.

. The growing popularicy of the Morth Pennines means there is likely to be increased pressure for

more conwentional recreation-related developments. These may include visitor centres, major
attracrions, sccomimodarion (catered and self-carering), cafes, restaurants and car parks. This
infrascructura may be necessary to support an increase in courism, but it should be of a nature,
design and scale appropriate o its setting and reflect the policy guidelines in this plan, There is
often discussion locally about tee neced for a Tagship' tourism attraction, akin in size and profile
tor the Eden Project in Cornwall. As major development, this would be subject to national
planning regulations on ACOMNEs, Projects of this namre outside, bur impacting on the AQMB,
{perhaps visually or through increased waffic, etc.) would also need to be carefully assessed for
the extent to which they were compatible with the ADME designation. & study commissioned by
Cumbria Tourist Board in 2003 found thar,"lconic atcractions like Eden and the Guggenheim in
Bilbao are rare examples of genius and inspiration, For every one that succeeds, many fail”
{Tourism Marlet and Development Forecasts Study). Ieis worth noting that current niche

CAPTHON

markets based an the special qualities of the area are greatly under exploited and that effore
might more proficably be directed towards this.

- The DETR document "Flanning lor Sustainable Development:- Towards Berter Practice” (1998) highlighcs

wiays in which planning for leisure and tourism can contribute to sustainable development, including:

Bl Helping to maintain the quality of the environment in which the activity takes place {through
the incorporation of specific measures such as "Visitor Payback” schemes),

Bl Encouraging the provision of facilites in the most accessible locations,
B Using local labour, products and services,
B Improving local accessibility to the countryside,

The broad adoption of these principles would contribute much to the successiul integracion of
tourism and conservation in the AQMNB,



It is not just the nature of development and the level of promation which is an issue for the future
of tourism in the Morth Pennines. Tourism businesses, along with others, should be encouraged to

adopt green travel plans for staff and visitors and take positive measures to promote visits to their
premises on sustainable forms of transpare, They should also be encouraged tw use local products

wherever possible and to adopt energy efficient building and working practices,

Tourism Promotion

15.

20.

From 1990 to 1999, the Morth Pennines Tourism Partnership sought to raise the profile of the
area, seeking to market the area as a visitor destination. The Tourism Partnership merged with
the AQOMB Steering Group in 1999, farming the predecessor to the current Morth Pennines
AOMB Farmaership,

In the past, the Morth Pennines was often overshadowed by other places such as the Lake District,
Hadrian's Wall, Durham City or the Morthumberlind Mational Park, thaugh this is slowly beginning to
change. Tourist Boards will soon be warking together te boost the Morth Pennines "brand” and give it
the prominence it deserves alongside other visitor destinations, The AOMBS nine local authorities
market the area, though there is a need for greater co-ordination and a more consistent message
about its special features. The work of other organisations such as the Morth Pennines Heritage Trust,
the Haltwhistle Partnership, Teesdale Marketing, Alston Moor Business Association and Middleton Plus
Develapment Trust, also involves pramating visits to the area to enjoy its special qualities.

. The 2002 Marth Pennines visitor survey showed that there was a strong correlation between

the reasons for AOMB designation and the primary features which visitors found attractive ie,
the beautiful scenery and unique landscape. Other popular features mentioned were the
distinctive towns and villages of the area, along with good opportunities for walking and
experiencing wildlife, Surveys by OneMortheast have also identified walking, cycling and enjoying
the special landscapes of the area as people’s chiel reasons for visiting the region.

A high proportion of all interviewees had visited the area 5 or more times in the last twelve
months. 45% of staying visitors had been to the area before and 76% were day visitors. Staying
visitars spent in the region of £253 per group and day visitors £47 per group. Given that over
104,000 tourists visited one of the main TICs for the area (Stanhope) in 2002, this represents a
significant investment in the local economy, which should be buile upon.

The Marth Pennines AONE Parnership produces an annual ‘Discovery Guide to the AQME, which
includes information en activities such as walling, eycling, horse riding, wildlife-watching, geo-
taurism and cultural tourism in the AOMNE, alongside an accommedation guide. This is the only
tourism pramotion publication focused salely on the Morth Pennines. This publication promates
sustainable transport and the kinds of tourism most compatible with a protected landscape.

The guide produced by the AOMNB Partnership is the beginning of more co-ordinated approach
to tourism promotion in the AOMB which has not been evident since the end of the Tourism
Partnership, The AORE Partnership has a strong role in co-ordinating effort for the promation
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2,

of the ADMB and it should be increasingly able to fulfil this funcrion, directly through jos Saff
Unit and through its Marketing and Promaorions Working Group,

Local ‘Tourism Clusters” are beginning to develop in the AOMB. These bring together small
businesses which might benefit from tourism so that they might develop a more co-ordinated
approach ta marketing what they and the area has to offer. Clustering of tourism businesses
around themes such as cycling and walking can improve the profile of that market, Clear links
berwesn accommodation, attraction and other service providers (cycle hire, transport etc.)
present a stronger product to the consumer and can help maximise the economic benefits of
tourism activity, Such clusters should be supported and encouraged where their worl: does not
detract from a Morth Pennines-wide approach to promoting the area, where it builds on local
distinctiveness and where it does not detract from the conservation of natural beauty, |t is
hoped that new small businesses can be encouraged, based around sustainable tourism
opportunities in the ACME,




22.

23,

4.

The area has potentially some of the best eycling, walking and horseriding country in Britain, It is
largely undiscovered and there is a need o improve the infrastructure for these activities,
alongside specialist promotion, il their full potental is to be realised,

Any branding of the area by other bodies should seek to ensure that tourism promotion focuses
on the emwvironmental and cultural qualities of the Morth Pennines and that it bolsters the image
of the area as a nationally imporcant landscape.

A further goal of wurism promotion, recognised in all regional and local wourism strategies
affecting the ADMB, is the extension of the tourist season, This may necessitate the development
of theme-based breaks or the promotion of other off-season activities such as winter fell
walking, shooting (August to December) or even skiing (at existing facilicies), At any time of year,
themed breaks or events, focusing on the area’s special qualities and incorporating sustainable
vransport, should be supported where possible,

Visitor Payback

25,

Successhul 'visivor payback” schemes operate across some parts of the country, often as part of
wider partnerships berween the operators of private tourism businesses and conservation
arganisations. These schemes generate income from visitors to invest directly in local
conservation measures. Perhaps the best known and most successful example in the Morth is
the Lake District Tourism and Conservation Partnership, The AOMNB Parmership will explore
weays i which a similar project might be broughe to the Morth Pennines, making further links
berween tourism and the conservation and enhancement of the ACMB.

Accommodation

16,

27.

The standard of visitor accommadation in the ADMB is variable Whilse there is generally thoughe
o e yoom for inprovement in quality, it would be desirable to retain a variety of accommodation
types to suit the differing needs of visitors. There are several schemes which can support
improvement in accommodation. These include funding through the England Rural Development
Pragramme (Rural Enterprise Scheme) and local authority tourism enhancement schemes,

Theere is a need to provide a warm welcome o visitors who come to enjoy the Morth Pennines
an foot, by bike or on horsebacl and the latcer two groups in pardoular are likely co have
different needs from ather visitors, The adoption of cyclist, walker and horse rider — friendly
schemes is to be encouraged. This might include measures such as the provision of stabling
facilities, cycle storage and washing facilities at accommodaton or atractions,

Whilst many organisations ivolved in promaoting visicor accommaodation can anly pramote those
which are accredited in some way, there needs to be some flexibility which allows other
accommadation to be promoted where it might meet the wide variety of visitor needs. Tourism
businesses should all be encouraged to consider how they will cater for the needs of disabled
visitors in light of the intreduction of the Disabilicy Discrimination Act (1995).
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AONB POLICY GUIDELINES -~
Tourism and Natural Beauty

THI

TH&

TH7

Tre

Tourism development should be encouraged where it contributes positivaly to the
area’s special landscape qualities, is of good quality design, complements local
eharacter and conforms to national planning guidance on AQMNBs

Tourism development which secks to showcase the special qualities of the lindscape,
biodiversity, geology, historical and cultural heritage should be encouraged, alangside
that which promotes quality local products, crafes and raditions,

Tourism development should be lacated so as to maximise opportunities for visits on
sustalnable forms of ransport,

Tourism development and promaotion should avoid a proliferation of signage and ather
obtrusive features. A rationalisation of existing signage etc. should be sought, Where
possible, existing signage which has its own heritage value {e.g. cast iron road signs/old
milestones) should be restored in preference to replacement or removal,

Tourism promation of the area should focus on its special environmental and cultural
qualities and promote sustainable forms of transport. It should be based around
apporwnities for walking, cycling, horseriding and exploring the area’s eultural
heritage and historic environment, Opportunities should also be sought for off-seazon
promation and events.

Regional teurism promotion should recognise the Morth Pennines as a regional sub-
brand with its own distince identity and atrracrors.

Suppart should be provided for improvements in the standard of visitor infrastructure
in the ADME, for the development of a varlety of accommadation types and for the
adoption of cyclist, walker and horse rider — friendly schemes. Improvements in
accommadation standards and of other facilities should not be at the expense of the
conservation of local character and natural beaury.

Tourism schemes which generate revenue for local conservation should be supported.

See also;
AONB Policy Guidelines LPI, LM3, LM4, SC2, MR 1-3, CAL CA3, CA4,TTLTTS TTZ,TT?

Action Plan Ohbjectives 32, 33, 34




Fulfilling the Educational
Potential of the AONB

It is possible to teach just about any aspect of the Mational Curriculum outdoors, or in a sexting with
easy access to inspirational landscapes, wildlife and cultural or historic features. The maxim that "a
frog in the pond is worth five in formaldehyde” is a light-hearted reminder of the impartance of first
hand experience of the subject of study, whatever it may be.

The Morth Pennines presents a vast range of oppormnities for teaching the formal curriculum, From
the landscapes that inspired cultural gianes like Auden and Turner, to the social history of lead-mining
ar the nature conservatlon interest of its moors, meadows, woods and rivers, the area has something
for students of all levels, These educational opporwnities can be realised at several local ourdoor or
emvirommental education centres (OedC) such as Dukes House near Hexham, Harehope Quarry in
Weardale or Middleton in Teesdale OwdC. Local attractions such as Killhope Museum, Menthead Mines
and Allen Banks also have education programmes o bring the curriculum o life. Despice the many
regulations surrounding it, some local farmers have also branched out into supporung school visits,

The exact nature of the provision of educational opportunities remains unclear and more research is
needed to quantify whart is on offer. Equally the potential for the different providers to collaborate on
the production of education resource imaterial or joint packages for schools remains largely

untapped.

There is likely o be benefic in bringing the various providers togecher to map current provision in
this field. Connecting them, collectively, with users of their services may enable gaps in both need and
provision to be addressed in a way which best suits both parties, helping the schools and colleges to
see what is on offer and assisting the providers to offer what the schools really want.

Farmers and estate managers should also be supported to develop inidatives which deliver the formal
curriculum whilse helping children to see whare their food comes from and how the countryside
really works,

A owell as providing many opportunities to deliver formal education, the natural beauty of the Morth
Pennines can be the basis for many other forms of lifelong learning. These include:Workers
Education Association (VWEA) courses; community-led courses (such as the series organised annually
on the wildlife, landscape and fariming life of Teesdale); specialist programmes such as Know Your
MHorth Pennines’ {aimed at increasing knowledge of dhe area’s special qualides amongst tourism
providers in the AQME and improving the welcome given to the visitor).

Opportunities should be sought to further such activities and their value should be recognised by
funding bodies and conservaton organisations,
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AONB POLICY GUIDELINES -
Education in the Countryside:

ECl  Projects should be supported where they increase the quality of education provision
outside the schoal environment within the Morth Pennines and can contribuce to the
understanding and appreciation of the area,

EC2  Providers of outdoor and environmental education services should be encouraged to
colliborate to meet the needs of thelr customers and o share knowledge and expertise.

EC3 Farmers and landowners should be encouraged and supported to develop links and
projects with local schools and colleges and with providers of outdoor and
environmental education.

EC 4 Lifelong learning opportunities such as WEA and community led activities should be
actively supported by funding bodies and conservation organisations,

See Management Plan Objective: 35
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Telling the Story

Raising Awareness, Increasing Understanding and
Improving Information.

L.

One of the problems facing the Morth Pennines is that it is sometimes seen as ‘the middle of

nowhere’. At times it is considerad to be geographically on the fringes of its constituent counties,

but also peripheral te where the main focus might lie. [t has nowhere near the profile and
resources of the Lake Districe, the focus for much effort in Cumbria; in Morthumberland it has
neither the popularity or “World Heritage Site” profile of Hadrian's Wall and the Mational Park or
Marthumbarland Coast ADRMEB; in County Durham, it is sometimes secondary to the places
where the bulk of the people live and work and ta Durham City itsell, with its Cathedral vored
Britain’s Best Building in 2002, But the Morth Pennines is a national asset, the equal of any of
those quoted here and a general awareness of the area might be raised without compromising
its conservation importance,

There are many stories to tell in the Merth Pennines. It is important all the stories relating to
the Marth Pennines be tald in the most exciting and accessible ways, helping to reinforce the
unique character of this special place. This will require expertise and investment and a
comimitment to ongoing improvement.

There is a need for some degree of consistency in the message sent and the themes used, so that a
unified impression of the special qualities of the AOMB can arise and be easilty understood, To this
end, the Morth Pennines ACMNE Parmership will preduce an Interpretation Strategy for the AOMNEB,
which will be eampleted early in the life of this plan, It is not anticipated that all interpretation will
look the same. Rather it is intended to ensure that the key messages for the area as a whole come
through in any interpretive provision and that high standards are achieved and maintained.

Ultimately the effect of environmental interpretation should be to improve awareness,
understanding and enjoyment of the Morth Pennines, This should be to the point that people,
particularly local people, fully appreciate the area’s special qualities, understand the role that they
and others have as its stewards and recognise or feel part of its life and work,

Key Themes

5.

The key themes for interpretation identified in work on the Interpretation Strategy include:

B A nationally important landscape —Whilst being conscious of and celebrating the
distinctiveness of different parts of the AQMNB, we should ensure that the connections back
to the wider ADMNE context are always made._ It s also important to raise the profile of the
designation itself, helping more people to become aware that they are living in or visiting
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countryside designated for ies nationally importance landscape. 62% of respondents in the
2002 ACOKB Visitor Survey did not know that the area was an ADRB, or what that meant

B A unique mix of internationally important species and habitats — The Morth Pennines AOMNB
has an assemblage of species, habitats and geolagical features found nowhere else in the
world. This is a unique heritage of which we can be justly proud. It provides us with a
tremendous story to tell about the area,

B A rich historic environment — Just as our natural environment is unique, so too is our rich
blend of historical features, There is around 7000 years of settlement to tell of in the Morth
Pennines, from modern times, to pre-history and we can journey into the past to see how it
has shaped the present,

B Diverse and vital communities (a ‘Living Landscape’) - The Marth Pennines landscape is
dynamic, productive, working countryside Wherever possible interpretation should help
people to understand how this has shaped the landscape we have today. It may also help to
explain how our individual actions can make a dilference ta the natural enviconment,

B A wealth of culture and tradition — Local people and visitors to the area are aften saper to
explora the traditions which make one place different from another, The area has famous
connections with some of the world's great artists and writers and some of the country’s great
religious leaders. The stories of these people’s connections with the area help 1o bring it to life
and can provide new ways of exploring what is special and distinctive about the Morth Pennines.

An Interpretation Accord

6.

The AQOME Partmership will produce an Interpretation Aceord, which seeks ta generate an
accepted code of practice for the production of interpretation. It is hoped that all those
organisations and individuals producing interpretation in or about the AOMB will sign up to this
accard and be guided by it and by the content of the interpretation strategy.,

Information for Local People and Visitors

7

There is a great variety of information available for those wanting to find out abaut the Morth
Pennines. This is produced by local authorites, public bodies, conservation organisations, lacal
community groups, tourist boards, accommadation providers and attractions. The quality of the
message sent about the AONB is variable, often failing to promote the area’s special qualities and
national importance. Responsibility for improving this lies primarily with the AONB Partnership
Seaff Unit, which has, for instance, produced information for those producing tourism publications
such as holiday guides, Much more needs to be done to send a positive and consistent message
about the area and all those who produce public information should be encouraged ro promate
the Morth Pennines as a place with special environmental and cultural qualities and as a

nationally designated and protected landscape.



Current work to promote the whole AOMNB includes the AOMNB Partnership’s website
(wewewenvarthpennines.org.uk) and Morth Pennines Mews, the magazine of the AOMNB Partnership,
which is issued every six months and runs articles relating to the conservation and enhancement
of natural beauty, sustainable tourism, community action and rural life and work in the area, The
wibsite will continue to develop, but greater effort is needed for its promotion and its potential
as a community resource s only just beginning to be explored,

More needs to be made of some of the existing places where information on the AOMNE might
be provided, such as shops, pubs, bus shelters etc, and to this end the AONB Partmership is
renewing its ‘Lacal Information Poines' in 2003, These provide details of accommaodation,
attractions and services in senlements without a Tourist Information Centre and in some cases
out of normal business opening hours. Other similar schemes should be developed which make
it easier for local peaple and visicors to find out more about the area,

AONB POLICY GUIDELINES - Telling the Story

TS 1 The development of apportunities to el the story of the special qualities of the
AOME should be encouraged and implemented following best practice in
Inerpretation,

T52  Interpretation in che AQMNB should be carried out in accordance with the Morth
Penmines AOMB Interpretation Stratagy.

T53 Al those producing information about the ACOMB or impacting on the AQRE should
be encouraged to send a consistent message about its special qualites.

T54 Projects should be supported where they increase the quality of and ease of access w
information abour the AOMNE,

See also:
AOMB Policy Guidelines LMI0, 5C2, TH2-3, 5-7, EC5
See Action Plan Objectives 36, 37
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How Will the Plan be Implemented? ‘Condition Monitoring’

I, Implementing the Action Plan which follows will require the co-ordinated effort and commitment 8. Rather than trying to monitor every single change in the AOMB, it is accepted practice to

of a wide range of arganisations and individuals, identify and monitor key indicators of the health of the enviranment, the well-being of
communities and the level to which people can enjoy and understand the area. These indicarors
are nat in themselves measures of the effectiveness of the management plan, but they provide a
general picture of the state of the ADNB, which will be the result of many factors.

2. There is a lead role for the Morth Pennines AOMB Parmership, through the AORNB Stall Unir, to
promate and co-ordinate action for the implementation and monitoring of the Management Plan,
It will alse be the role of individual members of the AOMNB Fartnership, and others, to drive
forward particular areas of work. 9. Effective condition monitoring uses ‘proxy indicators’ which can tells us about more than just the
subject in question. An example of a proxy indicator of this kind might be the use of the
presence of otter as an indicator of a healthy river system. Such proxy indicators enable us to
look behind the statistics and gain a wider insight into the condition of the AQRMB. During the
life of this plan, a series of national indicators are likely o be developed for ADNBs, though
there will always be a need for locally milored monitoring of the condition of individual areas.
4. The annotated rable on page 34 shows how the plan should be interpreted, including the roles of For this management plan, condition indicators have been selected using the following criteria;
‘Initial Lead” and "Key Partners” for each action.

3. Ivis recognised chat much of the work of conserving and enhancing the landscape will be in the
hands of fairmers and landowners and they need to be supported in this wark, Equally,
conservation bodies, local authorities and local communities also have a strong role to play in
securing a bright future for the AQREB.

They can be easily understood by a generalist audience

They can be directly related to the special qualities of the Morth Pennines AOMNBE and the

FUﬂdiﬂg the Action Policy Guidelines in this plan

5 During the life of this management plan, the funding schemes available for conserving and
enhancing the natural beauty of the Marth Pennines are likely to change considerably. This plan
does not therefore identify funding sources against each propesal in the action plan. Every effort
will be made to secure the necessary funding for the implementation of this plan, using sources
ranging from EU funds, to national, regional and leeal government funding, public bodies, Heritage
{and other) Lottery funding and suppert from charitable bodies and trusts. A guide to funding

They are based on data regularly gathered by ather organisations
They are proxy indicators of the wider condition of a facet of the AQOMNB

They are capable of repeated measurement over time

They are broadly comparable with other similar areas elsewhere in the country, so that
eomparisons can be made

sources will be produced by the ADNB Parmership and regularly updated. 1. These condition indicators are best measured over a period of at least five years, preferably ren.
They will be able to highlight trends which pre-date this plan, can be used in conjunceion with
Mﬂﬂjtﬂrll"g the ’mpjementﬂtin" nf the P'a" current monitoring and can also help to inform the next management plan for the period 2009

6. The Marth Pennines AOME Partnership will take the lead In monitoring the implementation of to 2014,

the plan i.e.in confirming to what extent the proposed actions are being carried out and what
effect they are having in conserving and enhancing the AQMNE. This kind of ‘implementation
menitoring’ can tells us much about the impace the plan has had on the well being of the arca.
The organisation taking the ‘initial lead' on delivering each action (see page 4}, will be invited to
gather information on the nature and effectiveness of the worl undertaken,

7. The AOME Partnership will preduce an annual summary of achievements against management
plan objectives and targets. It will also provide an overview of such achievements (its own and
those of others) in its Annual Report.
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Indicator Indicative of? ' Monitoring Lead

Discributicn and munbers of
key wader species, black grouse
and raprors,

Taken together, the
conservation of habicat
diversicy and maintenance
of appropriate keepering.

RSPE (waders) {Game
Conservancy Trust (black
grouse).

Lengeh of river with ‘goad
water quality” using both
biological and chemical
indicators.

General healch of che water
enviromment and things such
as amount of damaging run
off EI1tEI'irIE walercourses.,

Environment Agency.

Area of native broadleaf
weocdland {assuming planting in
locations which does not
compromise landscape, other
biodiversity features or the
historic environment).

Restoration of a lost feature
of the landscape and an
WIPEEH LIt component in
conserving biodiversity
including black grouse.

Forestry Commission

An upland hay meadow indicator,
o be determined through
discussion with paromers,

Improvement in condition of hay
meadows, improved
environmental performance

by site ownersfienantsfmanagers.

English Mature

Area of 5515 in favourable
condition

Improvement in condition of
55515, improved environmental
performance by site owners /
tenants and managers,

English Marure

Flumber of buildings removed
from the Buildings ac Rislc .
Registar

Improvements or otherwise in
local ability o conserve
buile heritage.

English Heritage

Degree o which BYPI tarpets
for rights of way maintenance
have been met,

High quality of the PRovY
Merwork

Highweay Authorities

A reduction in roadside signage

Mumber of geclogical sites in
management appioved
schermes!

Conservation of rural character
in the roadside environmeant

Highway Authorities

Conservation and interpreation
of earth science features

British Geological Survey

Fumber of organised school
visits to identified locations.

Extent to which the AOME is
fulfilling its potential to deliver
the national curriculum,

Operators of locations
identified for monitoring
purposes, e.g. Killhope,
Menthead Mines

Implemenitation,

‘monitaring and review

Reviewing this Management Plan

The CRaW Ace 2000 requires that this management plan be reviewed every five years. The
production of the subsequent plan (2009 — 2014} should be informed by the annual implementation
manitoring described i these pages and also by a 'mid term report’ on the condition monitaring
indicators outined here, Local authorities, statstory agencies, local organisations and residents will
again be consulted on what they feel are the key issues for the new plan to address,

The 2009 to 2014 plan will summarise the achievements in the preceding five years. [t will show how
far the measures proposed in this Management Plan were implemented and how successful they were.

It is hoped that this fill several pages with reports of rural character protecred, species and habitats
conserved, of prople making a sustainable living from the land, of thriving communities responsive to
the needs of the landscape and its wildlife and of local people and visitors growing in understanding
of the Marth Pennines and enjoying the many things it has to offer.
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How to Read This Action Plan

The plan is presented in tabular form.The following example illustrates how the headings should be interpreted. i

Action Timescale

When it will be done by {sometimes how many’
per year or during the life of the plan) i

The warl that is to tale place, to contribute to meeting
the ohjective.

Objectives Initial Timescale | AONB Priority | Policy
Lead team role Link i

GBJECT"IFE | | Promote the uptake of diversification measures under the RDS Farmers, CA, LAs, Ongoing Fxecurive I L4

England Rural Development Programme, through specially MPAR Tourist Boards,
To ‘“F‘F"'I't thf"“"_ farmers who tarpeted events and publications, aiming for a take-up rate Business Link, FRAS
wish to diversify |_nm new forms of higher than the national average.
activity, where this complements - N - — — R s T
the purpose of AONB designation, 1 Esmablish a network of farms showeasing best RDS Farmers By 2006 Advocate
ideally ensuring cross-compliance envircnmental and business practice in diversification.
with other legal requirements /T

Objective Initial Lead Partners AONB Team Role Priority Policy Linlk i
An objective, the They may not da all the work, but they will Mot an exclusive list The role of the AONB Partnership’s | high - AOMB Policy
achievement of which will be start the process of making it happen and of those involved, but Seall Unit in this action: 3 lower, Guideline to

a stepping-stone to fulfilling
the vision

Page 94
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those which are central
to implementing the
action,

Executive — work it does itsell and
with others

Catalyst - things it brings others
together to make happen,

Advocate — the things it promotes
and champions as good practice in
relation ta ADMEB management

which action
relates.
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Abbreviations used in this Action Plan

AMBA — Alston Moor Business Association
BAP - Biodiversity Acton Plan

BASC - Brivsh Assaciation of Shooting and Conservation
BGS — British Geological Survey

BTCVY — British Trust for Conservation Yolunteers
BYPI - Best Value Performance Indicator

CA - Countryside Agency

CC - County Councils

CLA ~ Country Land and Business Association
CPRE -~ Campaign to Proteet Rural England
CTE — Cumbiria Tourist Board

CW — Cumbra Woodlands

DC - District { Ciyy Councils

DEFRA -~ Deparvment for Envivonmental Food and Rural Alfairs

Dev. Trusts — Development Trusts

EA — Environment Agency

ECCP - East Cumbria Countryside Project
EGHM — European Geoparl Metwork

EH — English Heritage

ERT — Eden Rivers Truse

ETC - English Tourism Council

FC ~ Forestry Comimission

FWAG — Farming and ¥Wildlife Advisory Group
GCT - Game Conservancy Trust
Highway Auths, - Higlhway Authoritles

L+ — Morth Pennines LEADER + Programme

LA - Local Authorities

LAFs - Local Access Forums

LSPs — Local Svrategic Parterships

MA - Moorland Association

MGA - Moorland Gamekeepers’ Association
MoD — Ministry of Defence

MNAAONB — Martional Association for AQMNEs
MNEVAG — Morth EastVernacular Architecture Group
MFU — Mational Farmers’ Union

MPAP — Morth Pennines AOMNB Partnership
MNPAWG — Marth Pennines Ares Working Group
MPHT - Morth Pennines Heritage Trust
MNwWater — Morthumbrian Water

OME - OME Morth East

PC - Farish Councils

RCCs — Rural Cammunity Councils

RDAs — Regional Development Agencies

RDS5 - Rural Development Service

RIGS Groups — Regionally Important Geological and Geomorphological Sites Groups

ROWIP — Rights of Way Improvement Plan
RSPB - Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
UNIs — Universiries

WT's = Wildlife Trusts




Objectives

OBJECTIVE |

To support development of a
nature and scale appropriate to
its setting that does not
compromise ADMB purposes,

OBJECTIVE 2

To maintain high uptake of agri-
environment schemes and
encourage measures which
support BAP [ local character
species and habitats and the
conservation of landscapes and
the historic environment,

Ensure that lecal authority planning pelicy documents
contain and uphold robust and consistent palicies in
relation to the canservation of the distinctiveness and
character of the AQMNE, following national planning
guidance and Management Plan Policy Guidelines,

Initial
Lead

MNPAFP

LAs, PCs, CA, CPRE

Timescale | AONB Priority | Palicy
team role Link

LP I-12,
ME3

Ongoing Advocate

Explore the potential for a jaint Local Development
Document for the ADMB

MPAP

Seek the adoption of the AONB Management Flan, Building
Deesign Guide and Agricultural Buildings Design Guide as
Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDY) by all Morth
Permines local authorities,

Review both sets of existing building design guidance and
redraft where appropriate.

MPAFR

LAs

LAs

2004 Catalyst LFI2
onvwards

By 2005 Advocate LPS.&,7

MPAP

Produce, and seek adoption as SPD, a local position
statement on wind energy, telecom masts, overhead wires
and ather activities { features which might compromise the
AOME landscape,

Produce, and seek adoption as SPD, guidance notes where
required on the use of local materials in building wiorls,

Investigate the possibility for a list of environmental
considerations for all development proposals in the AQNB,
If subsequently produced, encourage its use by
development contral afficers in order to ensure that
natural beauty is conserved and where possible enhanced,

to face contact and publications, which is at least 200
higher than the national average. Emphasis should be on
the uptake of the new higher tier scheme,

Promote uptake of agri-environment schemes through face

MPAP

LAs, EH, CA. CPRE

1006 Executive LP5.6,7

LAs, CA,EM, PCs,
Urilities, MAADMB

NPAP

NPAP

RDS

LAs, EH, CA

2005 Executive 2 LPEZ.10

.Eﬁrrp,nil-lé Caralyst i LP&

LAs, EM, CA

MPAPR EM, W Ts, LAs,

ECCP. GCT, EH, FWAG,
EA

2005 Executive 2 LP2,6, 7,

Cingoing Executive I LrHl,2
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Objectives

OBJECTIVE 2 cont...

OBJECTIVE 3

To support the production and
marketing of guality local

products linled to the

conservation of rural character

and local distinctiveness.,

Initial Timescale | AONB Priority | Policy

Lead team role Link
Promote a system of monitoring of the agri-environment RDS EH, EM, REPB 2006 Advocate 3 LM2.9
schemes which identifies the enhancements to features of
the buile and natural enviconment of the Morch Pennines.
Ensure each round of agri-environment scheme targeting RDS MPAPR EM WY Ts, LAs, Annal Advocare LM,
gives high priority to laindscape character, key species and ECCF GCT, EH, FWWAG A3
habitats in the AOME, and to the conservation of the
lhistoric envircmment.
Establish a series of awareness raising events o promote MPAF RD35, EH, LAs, MPHT, I per year Executive I LM, TSS
the impartance of the historic environment of the Morth Lacal Groups from 2005
Pennines o land managers and wo ROS safl and other agri-
envircnment scheme advisors.
Ensure that sufficient staff resources are in place o RDS EM, Las, EM, ECCE, Cingoing Advocate | LEILI
provide advice and support 1o those wishing to enter agri- RDS
erviroiment schemes,
ldentify the nacure and range of local products with a RDS CA, LAs, RDAs 2005 Frecurive L3
connection to the conservation of rural characcer and
local distinctiveness,
Praduce and regularly update a 'Local Froducts Directory MFPAP Froducers 1005 Execurive | L3
for the ACQMNE.
Escaldlish an added-value promotion scheme for local MPAP Praducers, RDS, CA, 1005 Catalyst I L3
products, including the creation of both environmental and LAs, RDwWs, Remilers
quality criteria.
Establish a ‘Morth Pennines Market” as a section in local MPAP Producers, RDS, CA, 005 Executive 2 LM3
shaps, as an umbrella for selling products from different Las, RDAs, Retailers
parts of the AOME to a wider audience, without
subsuming more local branding (e.g. Teesdale, VWeardale).
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Objectives Initial Partners Timescale | AONB Priority
Lead team role
GBJ ECTIVE 3 cont... Establish a campaign to promote local Farmers” Marleets NMPAP CA, LAs 2006 Exocutive ) L3
and local craft groups as a way of supporting local
producers,
DBJ ECTIVE 4 Fromete the uptale of diversification measures under the RDS Framers, CA, Las, Ongoing Executive I L4
' f ' England Rural Development Programme, through specially MPAF Tourise Boards,
1?5::'223::“:_::.“}n':;n;:iﬁ ;:“::“ targeted events and publications, aiming for a tale-up rate Business Link, FBAS
of activity, where this higher than the national average,
complements the purpose of
AOMB designation, ideally gy oy g : T
ensuring cross-compliance with Establish a necwork of farms showeasing best RDS Farmers, EA By 2004 Addvocate LMA4, 10
other legal requirements, environmental and business practice in diversification,
DB}ECTIYE 5 Establish baseline figures for those receiving relevant MNPAP Statutory Agencies, 2005 Caralyst LM%
. training. the nature of current opportunities and the skills LAs, MPHT, RDS,
;ﬁ:;::r::::&:li i’;‘;n;;f:::‘d' the required to support conservation of the AQMNB's special landowners, tenants,
Pennines that is available to features, BTCY, Training
support the conservation of Providers
natural beauty and the promotion T 5 ; £ : ) Py
of enjoyment and understanding Initiate a training programme to promaote raining MNPAP As above 2 per year Catalyst LM5
of the countryside. apportunities, including the use of ongoing work as 2005-2009
examples of good pracrice, Devise new programmes as
necessary to meet demand and areas of skills shorage.
Promote training opportunities available through the ERDPE | RDS RDAs, LAs, Training Ohngaing Executive 2 LMI-7
Froviders, CA, Colleges | promotion
in DEFRA
publications
and those of
Partmers,
Froduce an annual web-based directory of local land-based, | NFAP RO, LAs, Training From 2005 Executive 2 LM5

tourism and heritage conservation skills training
opportunities,

PFroviders, R, CA,
Colleges
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i}hjectivﬁ

OBJECTIVE 6

To conserve and enhance the
resource of internationally,
nationally and locally significant
habitats and species found in the
Morth Pennines.

OBJECTIVE 7

To sectire the continuation of
existing { establishment of new
major species and habitat
conservation projects.

OBJECTIVE 8

To promote the conservation of
ancient woodland,

Timescale | AONB Priority | Policy
team role Link
Implement, manitor and review the Morth Pennines AONE | NPAP | Oreners, EMNLWTs EA, | Annual Catalyst I LMI-11
Biadiversity Statement and County BAPs YWTs LAs, ECCR GCT, FC, monitoring
BAF Partnerships of progress

Institute measures to ensure targers are met for 5550s in EM Cwners, RDS, RSPB, 2009 Advocare LMI2,
favourable condition. GCT.WTs %}
Survey the Councy Wildlife Sices in the ACMNE and WTs Owmers, EM, RDS, 009 Advocate 2 L9
priovitise their management to suppore 75% being in RSPB, GCT, CC, ECCP
favourable condition.
Secure funding to build on the RSPES pilor Working VWith RSPB EMN, CA By 2004 Advocate 2 LMg
YWyaders Project,
Secure funding o continue the Black Grouse Recovery GCT EM, MA, CA, RSB, By 2006-0% Advocare 2 L8
Projec. Mo, MWacer
Support opportunities for securing extensions 1o existing R5FPB EM, CAWTs 6&‘3"12 Advocate 3 Mg
natre reserves such as thar ar Gelesdale,
Maintain predator control where it aids the conservarion Estates MA, MGA, RSPE, GCT, Cngaing Advocare L1
of characteristic Morth Pennine species such as black EM, RS
grouse and wader species, and act o eradicare such illegal
activity as still persists,
Secure funding for red squirrel conservation projects in MPAP FC,WTs, EMN Fram 2004 Caralyst | L&, 1] |
Slaley forest and elsewhers in the AQRME,
Lse the landuse planning process and agr-environment [ FC LAs, Cwiers, EM, Ongaing Advocate . LM

woodland grant schemes to ensure no further loss of, and
best management practice in, ancient woodland,

MPAR ECCP
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OBJECTIVE 8 cont...

M E

OBJECTIVE 9

by 2009.

To expand and link existing native
woodlands and create 800
hectares of new native woodland

Timescale

AONB

Polle

Priotity
Lead team role
Convert plantations on ancient woodland sites to native FC Cramers EM, CA, Ongaing Aidvocate | L&
species, using locally sourced seed | stock, MNPAFR, ECCP
Support measures for fencing ancient woodland through FC RS, MPAR EMN Chngoing Fuecurive LI
grant schamaes.
Identify, on a landscape scale, the ideal sites for new native | FC MPAF, Owners, CA, 2005 Executive 1 LMé&
woodland and increase the planting incentives available in EM. CWY onwards
these locations, whilst ensuring that other valuable habitaes
are protected in any planting scheme,
Secure funding for woodland management and creation MPAP FC. Owners 1005 Executive I L6, 11
through the AQRME Partnership’s bid to HLF'S "Landscape
Fartnership Scheme’.
If successful, seek funding to extend the ACNE Woadland MPAP FC, CA 2006 - 2009 | Executive I LM, 11
Advisor post beyond its initial three years,
Establish [ deliver a new woodland ereation and FC MPAP RDS, GCT, 2005 Catalyst k! LM 2, 6,11
management grant targeted at the AOMEB. FWWAG, EM, Crwners, then
Executive
Encourage the uptake of existing schemes such as FC RDS, Cw Oingoing Advocate 1 L6, 1
Woodland Grant Scheme, ensuring thac they are
adequately resourced.
Conserve in the landscape isolated individual trees, small Owners L, EM, FC Oingoing Advocare | TP-F
groups, and veteran trees. Local authorities to consider
placing Tree Preservation Orders an prominent trees in
the landscape,
Encourage the appropriate expansion of stands of juniper, RDS EM, FC, GCT,WTs, Ongoing Addvacate 2 L

through projects which utilise sice — native or local seed |
CULtings

Moorland owners
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Dbjectives Initial Timescale | AONB Priority | Policy
. : Lead team role Link
DBJ ECTIVE |10 | Establish new incentives for hay meadow management and RDS EM, Crwmers 2004 Advacare 2 L2, 8
To improve the biodiversity of e
enclosed grasslands (including hay T —
meadows, rushy pastures and 2 nstiture a monitoring process for Morth Pennine hay EMN RDS, Oramers, RSPE, 2005 Mdvocate I LH9
allotments) and create a series of meadows Y Ts
new '‘conservation” grasslands to
link isolated sices. 3 Seek the removal from agri-environment schemes of the RDS Chwners Ongoing Advocate I L2
allowance for mechanical operations during the nesting
SEASOH,
4 Establish a project aimed at conserving, enhancing, MNPAP RIS, EM, RSPB, CA, 2006 Executive 3 L8, |
promoting and oreating hay meadows in the AOMNB. GCT, Uni's, landowners,
tenants
'DB]ECT’VE 1 | Establish Moorland Advisor post wich GCT as part of NPAP GCT, MGA, MA, EM, 05-8 Executive | LE1,8, 11
z : ACME Parmership's HLF bid. WTs, LAs, ECCR CA,
fo provide support for moorland RSPB. Owner.
management which conserves A TATIRNS
natural beauty. 1 Establish a partnership project which promores to the MPAP GCT, MGA, MA, EM, 2005 - 2009 | Catalyst 2 LI, 8 11
pubdic the role played by moordand management in WyTs, Las, ECCR CA, T53
conserving natural beaucy in the ACMNB REPE, Owners
3 Establish a demonstration moor, which showcases best GCT BASC, MA, MGA, EN, | 2007 Catalyst 3 LM1gll
practice in moorland management for shooting and RSPE, MPAR Orwmers
COnservaion,
4 Implement the Integrared Land Management Plan for the Mol Warcop Environmental | By 2009 Advocate 2 LI,
WWarcop ranges Seeering Group and 6-81l
Working Groups
5  Promote the conservation of the Gpc-n character of the RDS EM, MaA, LAs OI'IgDiI.Ig Advocare 2 LMI, 2
Conunon landsfsrinted pastires
6 Encourage the review of the heathland and grass burning EM RD5, MPAP, GCT, RSFB, | 2004 Advocate I LI, 9
code for England Moorland owners orwards
DE]ECTIVE 12 I Secure and deliver a river conservation programme and a MPAP EA, EM, Orwners 2005-8 Executive 2 LM7
& A reservoir enhancement programme as part of the ADNBE
To ensure an inerease in the : ;
biodiversity of rivers and riparian Partnership's proposed HLF Landscape Partership Scheme,
[ETITA R
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Objectives Initial Partners Timescale | AONB Priority
Lead LCET
OBJECTIVE |2 cont... 2 Establish a project to deliver integrated catchment NPAP EA, CA, Owners, EN, 2004 — 2007 | Caralyse 2 LH7.11
conservation plans, training programmes and to under ke ECCRWTs, GCT,
at least 5 projects per year, RSPB, ERT
3 Undertake a cacchment-wide review of the impact on EA RS, EM 2006 Advocate 2 L9
water quality of pollutants from the farmed landscape and
act on the findings.
4 Target riparian land with the higher-tder agri environment RDS EM, EA Ongoing Advocare I LM2
scheme and Wildlife Enhancement Scheme,
GBJECTl\fE 13 I Implement the Marth Pennines Geodiversity Action Plan, BGS MPAR EM, RIGs 2004 — 3009 | Execurive LB
Ta Idantify, prioritise, conserve producing a rolling five year action plan Groups, DEFRA,WTs,
; LAs, CA, ECCR MPHT,
and interpret the ey sites of :
earth heritage interest in the o Clwnars, EGN ss e i i!
AONB. 2 Establish a Geodiversity and Geotourism Project to MPAP BGS, EM, RIGs Groups, | 2004 — 2008 | Executive k] LMA8,THI,
support GAP delivery DEFRAWTs, LAs, CA, THG
ECCF, Owners, EGMN
DBJ ECTIVE 14 I ldentify a suitable area and implement a large scale minimal | EN Estaves, WTs, MPAR 2007 Caralyst i LMI. &, B,
15} i i - — intervention regime. RSPB, CA, RDS, MA, ¥
To ?stahlls :, T'r.'bl::l'rltul' and review a FWAG, Owners
IMAJor new minimal —
intervention’ trial site in the
AOMEB,
GBJ ECTIVE 15 I Enhance the County Sites and Monuments Records and cC EH 2005 Advocate LM2
devise a method of improving access and the sharing of
To increase the range and guality data.
of data available to support the : - NS E— — :
conservation of the natural and 1 Establish a methodology for the sharing of information NPAP EH, LA, ENWTs, RDS | 2005 Catalyst LH2
historic environment. between different conservation disciplines, rmt.‘lhl}r nature
conservation and archaeology.
3  Produce a {'._EIS based habitat and species distribution map MPAP EM, LAs, FC, CA, RDS5, 2006 Catalyst 3 LM
for the ADME, capable of interrogation by local EA,
organisations.
4 Support the establishment of regional recards centres. LAs EMN,WTs, MNPAP 2007 Advacate | LM2
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Objectives

Initial
Lead

Timescale

AONB
team role

DBJECTIVE 15 cont... 5 Establish an agreed set of blodiversity indicators for the RIS, EM, W Ts, LAs, 2004 Extecutive
AOMB. ECCREA
6 Make a wide range of ADMNE data and information available | NPAP EM, RDS, EA, CA, FC, 2005 Caralyst LM9
via the Morth Pennines website EH, LAs, WTs, GCT, onwards
RSPE
7 Establish a pricritised research framework for the AQOMNB MNPAP EM, EH, EA, RDS, FC 2005 Executive LM9
OBJECTIVE 16 I Complete a survey of the condition and value of listed MNPAP EH, MPHT, LA, 2005 Catalyst L8, 9
; i i structures and historic landscapes, including chapels, Contractors, Local
To ensure increased research and ;
survey of the historlc defensible scructures, drystone walls and agricultural Groups
environment and identify buildings.
privrities for action —
2 Complete a detailed survey of the condition aind NPAP EH. LAs, MEVAG 2006 Catalyst LMae
importance of unlisted vernacular buildings and soructures
in the Morth Pennines,
3 Produce costed, priovitised programmes of action arising MNPAP EH, LA, EH. Owners Ongoing Executive LMB, 2,11
out of each survey and raise funds to implement findings
‘_I_i lald an annual *Historic Environment Forum’ to promore MPAP FEI-I. MPHT, LAs, Local Annual from | Executive LMI0,TS3
new projects, exchange of information and o showcase Groups 2006
good practice,
5 Establish a survey programane for major estates w inform | NPAP Estates, EH, RD3, | per year Calal:fs.: i LML, 2
future management. MNPHT from 2005
UB_IECT|VE |7 I Establish and maintain a prioritised register of Buildings ar EH LA, MPHT, MPAP 2004 Cartalyst L9
tablist Fisk in the Morth Pennines (the register will include all anwards
A Ssfaniish Anc peveiop H buildings of historic, archaeological and archivecrural
programune of repair for historic : ; ) 0 ;
i e withis i Morth significance not just those with listed or scheduled status),
Pennines. 2 Develop a strategy lor the repair and conservation of EH LA, MPHT, MPAP 2004 Cat_aIEL-_ LMg
structures identified on the Buildings at Risk register
including the sourcing of funding and the preparation of
repair specifications.
3 Seek funding for a project which specifically targets the NPAP LA, EH, NPHT, Owners | 2004 Executive LMa, 1
conservation / restoration of the strucrures and landscapes anwards
prioritised in the AOMNE Parmership's ‘Lead Mining
Strategy’ document,
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adversely affect the area's
hiodiversity.

the ACRE, similar to those cperating in upland Mational
Farls.

EM, GCT

Partners AONB | Priority
team role

OBJECTIVE |7 cont... Actively pursue all opportunities to remaove at least & MNPAP LA, EH, MPHT, Owners | 30 by 2009 Caralyst LM8

structures from the Buildings at Risk register each year.
OBJECTIVE 18 Proactively tarpet agri-environment schemes and other RDS EH, CA, Owners, RDAs | Ongoing Advocate i LMz
s wataln-and restore festiires grant aid at features such as walls and non-domestic
such as drystone walls, isolated AT _ ettt B et Lo 2 LR
:::::ll;:l;nf-ﬁ: iﬁ::?:ﬂ :;driarp Following a survey of isolated non-domestic structures MPAP EH, RDS, CA, Owners, By 2006 Catabyst LB, 9
whi.ch contribute to rhEpchzl.].acEé;- {field barns, mine shops, powder houses ete), apply criteria RDAs, s
of the local Iandscn[n’_;. . which allows for those in greatest need of conservation to

be identified and grant aid to be targeted effectively.
DBJEI:TIVE |19 Escablish new farm wallks and farm open events throughout | MPAP Crwners, ROS, RSPE, Programime Catalyst LMIa,
To increase, through specific the ADMNE, showeasing good practice EM, CA, GCT, FYWAG, earablished CALTHE
initiatives, public and landowner EA, Schools from 04/05
understanding of sustainable land ) T ch ek e .
“":I"“fﬁl‘“_-'."”‘““t which ‘I:'L““-"":Q"’ Promote the importance of responsible game management | NPAP Estates, CLA, MA, MGA | Ongaing ! Executive Lrl, 10
and enhances natura) beauity. in conserving the full range of key species in the ACKEB GCT, RDS, RSPE, EM, 06

and establish a 'pood environmental practice accord” for EA,CA,

local Estates,

Establish a project linking schools from urban areas with MPAFP Estates, MA, MGA, 2005 Executive LI, 10

estates in the AOMB, raising awareness of the role estate GCT

management pln}-s in mature conservation and supporting

the local economy. ; ’
OBJECT]\.{E 70 Develop a Code of Practice for open access in the ACME, LAFs MR CA, LAFs, EM, 2005 Fxecutive CA3, 6
5 : vt with guidanee on avoiding wildlife disturbance and LAs, MA,

o ensure, through the accid | fire damage

development of specific initiatives, -“I_' Sogal e 1|n1gr_: EHES : s FR— S
that open access does not Consider the establishment of a Fire Advisory Panel for MFAP CC,MA MGA, CA, 2004 Catalyst CAl 6
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'OBJECTIVE 22

OBJECTIVE 23

features.

Objectives

OBJECTIVE 21

To increase the capacity of local

Initial

Partners

Timescale

AONB

Priority | Policy

cormmunities to support the
conservation of local character,
biodiversity and the historic
environment.

To promote the principles of
sustainable building in the AOMB.

Promote a 25% increase in use of

the Green Audic Kit by tourism
businesses in the AONB.

OBJECTIVE 24

To ensure that sensitively sited
and designed affordable housing is
available in the AONB to support
the life of communities and by
extension the conservation of the
landscape, wildlife and historic

ensuring that development is of an appropriate nature,
design and scale and complies with other national, regional
and local planning guidance which protects the character of
the A0MB. Increases in provision should at least meet local
plan targers.

Housing Enablers

Lead team role Link
Promaote the production of Parish Plans and Village Design CA MPAF LAs, PCs, Dev. Chgoing Executive 1 SCI-2,
Statements. Trusts, BTCY LP3
Maintain the MPAP small grant schema beyond its current MPAP CA, LAs, L+ 2007 - 2009 | Executive 1 SCI-2,
projected lifespan. LM
Establish a training programme to enable local communities | NPAP EH, EM, CAWTS, At least one | Caralyst 1 LMS, %,
and groups to recard and monitor the histaric and natural MNPHT, LAs, themed 5CI-2
environment of the ADMNE, Contractors, PCs, Local | programme
Groups, BTCY annually
from 2004
Through the provision of advice, in kind support and NPAP EH, MPHT, LA, Local From 2004 Caralyst L&,
funding, support the establishanent of at least & community Groups SCI-2
led historic environment or natural environment projeces
pprar year.
[Disseminace existing information on the principles of LAs Developers Oingoing Advocate MR
sustaiiable building (eg Durham County Council’s *Building
in Sustainabilicy’) and produce new guidance where
reguirad.
Incorporate the principles of sustainable building in any MPAF LAs As required Executive 3 MR
review of AOMB design guidance.
Undertake survey to ascertain current level of use of the Tourist Businesses, MPAR, CA, 2004 .-\'-".d\-n-cnl_c f MRZ
Green Audit Kit by tourism businesses in the Morth Boards LAs
Fennines AQMNB,
Undertake promational activity to support uptake of the Tourist Businesses, MPAPR, CA By 2005 Advocare 2 MNRZ
Groeen Audic Kir Boards
Subject to an assessment of demand, Local Plan policies LAs Housing Associations, Chgoing Advocate 1 AHI-2
should take account of the need for affordable housing, Developers, Rural LP2-4, &
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Objectives

Partners

Timescale

AONB
team role

Priority

Pall
LlrlltwI

OBJECTIVE 25

To ensure that roads and their
associated features such as
lighting and signage do not
detract from rural character or
the conservation of biodiversity.

Implement the AOMNB Partmership's Guidance Document
on the 'Management and Maintenance of Roads in the
ADMEB',

OBJECTIVE 26

To support improvements in
integrated public and community
transport.

Establish new demand responsive transport projects

throughout the ADME,

services, &g, cycle racks on buses and trains, community
transport services, demand responsive systems ete.

interpretation an the AQRE,

seek to safeguard the rail line west of Eastgate,

af rail services.

OBJECTIVE 27

To ensure that local, regional and
national strategies, plans and
policies take account of the
ADOMB designation and the role of
the AOMB Partnership.

The AQMB .I-’.:-\r'rrwr;f.'.ip Seaff Unit to comment on all

purpose of AOMNE designation.

CcC MPAP DC, PC, Ukilities Ongoing Caralyst LM2 TS,
TTI-4
LAs CA, Local Groups, At least 2 in | Advocate TT5-9
MPAR RTPs, transpore each county
aperators by 2009
I.ntu].g-l;r.n the public transport with the rights of way network | LAs MNPAF, CA, RTFs, | new Executive | TT5-9,
and apen access bind, including providing support for special LEANSPOrT Operators project each | Catalyst CAS
year
Encourage use of public transport by ensuring that public NPAFP All Oinpgoing Caralyst 115-9,
rransport informatian is a feature of all publicly funded CAS
Support efforts for the recurn of the Weardale Railway and | Weardale LAs OME, CA Full service | Advocate LAL:
Railway Weardale Railway by 2008
Company Connpany
Seek to establish a cycle route along the Weardale Railway | Sustrans LAs, OME, Weardale By 2008 Catalyst 2 T4
from Bishop Auckland, during works to secure the rewrn Raitway Company,
MPAP
- NPAP - LAs, Enmm;l.nity Oingoing Executive N YE
relevant documents and proposals on their impace on the Partmerships, Stratepic
Partmerships, Rural
Affairs fora etc,
MPAP LAs, Community Cingoing Executive I IAl-3

The AOMB Partnership Staff Unit should be represented
on appropriate local, regional and national bodies to
further the interests of the ACMNB and suppart the
purpose of designation.

Partnerships, Strategic
Partnerships, Rural
Adfairs fora etc.

MAADMB
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Objectives

OBJECTIVE 17 cont...

The AOMB Partnership / Staff Unic should continue to play
an active role in the work of the Madonal Association for
ACMBs fADMB Staff Forum at regional and national level,

Initial
Lead

MNPAP

MNAADME § AOMB
Staff Forum

Timescale

Cingoing

AONB
team role

Executive

lA-3

those public bodies and statutory undertakers with duries
under Section BS of the CRoW Act

MPAP

Public bodies &
Statutery Undertakers

Cingoing

Executive

1A3

Seek o establish a Sustainable Development Fund for
ACMBs, in partieular for the Morth Pennines, based on
it aperating in the Mational Parks,

MFPAP

DEFRA, RDAs

Ongoing

Executive

1Aal-3

OBJECTIVE 28

At least T0% of the Rights of Way
Metwork should be easy to use by
all legitimate users (as defined by
BYPI).

Local Highway Authorities to manage the network to a

consistently high standard across the AQMNB, integrating
with other aspects of access management and focussing
effort on the AQME via the Rights of ¥Way lmprovement
Plan (RWIP).

cC

User Groups, MPAP

Ongoing

Advocate

CAl-5

Install appropriate signposting and waymarking on 100% of

the PRaW nevwork in the AQNB,

cC

Owners | tenants

Ongoing

Advocate

Carry out regular sample survey of condition in line with
BYPI requirement, adapred to suit AOMEB needs and
providing information for managers.

cC

MPAP

Anwal

Executive

CAl

CAl

Landowners should noet allow Public Rights of Way to be
ohstructed or damaged,

cc

Orwners frenants

Cingoing

Aadvocate

CAl

Use where appropriate envireninentally sustainable

techniques for path surfacing and drainage, especially on
moorland paths (e.g soil reversal), taking full account of
conservation interests and bese practice from elsewhere

cC

Owners / tenants

Ongoing

Using websites and other media, establish a system to
improve availabilicy of information on stacus and location of
routes (i.e. Definitive Map) and on their condition and
suitabilicy (especially in relation wo paths wich limitations
e.g. river bank erosion).

cC

MPAF, ECCP, LAFs

In operation
by 2006

Advocate

Canalyst

CAl

Ts3
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[ E
Lead

Partners

Timescale

AONB
team role

Priority

OBJECTIVE 29

available.

arrangement to open land in the AONB in conjunction
with users, farmers and landowners

Landowners

I Establish a system of qualicy contral and annual eondition MPAP CC, ECCF User In eperation | Executive I CAZ, 6,
All it Hrorctsd with g |11rlul1.i:r}rin§. for all Fﬂllr!r:: in rlwi iﬁ:ﬂﬂ pr:".um.nrr'rf wirlh Groups, CA by 20046 T53
funding, should be well public funding (except Mational Trails) and promaote those
maintained, open and accessible that meet the agreed 5Lnr_'fim':ls. o ok RN |
to all legitimate users. 2 Highway Authorities to reflect, through the ROVWIP ccC LAFs, MPAR ECCP Cingoing Advocate I CAl
mechanism, the importance of recreational routes to the
ADMB and o allocate resources for cheir management,

3 Ensure regular Haison with Mational Trail managers and MPAP CC,ECCR CA, Ongoing Catalyst ) CALLTHG
request information on their own monitoring and auditing of
Trail condition, usage and maintenance, to allow ather
arganisations to promote the Mational Trails with confidence.

4 Encourage those producing privately published material on | LAs FPAR ECCP, Guide Oingoing Catalyst 3 CALS
walles to consult with the Highway Authority before producers Svvil-3
publication and use the Morth Pennines AORNE
Interpretation Strategy when available.,

DBJECTPJE 30 | Ensure a range of provision of information for the public CA CCs, LAFs O Advocare | LMIZ,

; : . on opportunities for access to open country under the enactment CA3,
o .ﬁclcnss Lang shnu!d h.l' CROW Ace (2000}, including restrictions. 5WW3
accessible from a public highway 4 & = . : e
(including public rights of way) 2 Mentify, prioritise and deliver works necessary to create cC LAFs, CA, User By Addvacare i CA3
and information about ; access to open areas, including permissive paths, new Groups, Landowners enactment in
restrictions should be easily ;

structures (gates, stiles, bridges etc) 2005

3 Assess and prioritise the need for additional car parking to | CC LAF, CA, User groups, By Advocate 2 CA3
allow access to open areas and facilitate action for Landowners, MPAP enactment in
implementation of such warls, in line with 2005
recammendations in the ADMB Parmership's Guidance on
the Management and Maintenance of Roads in the AQRKB.

4 Seek to employ Access Wardens to manage the access cC LAF, CA, User groups, Advocate 2 CAl
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OBJECTIVE 31

To develop specific measures to
minimise the impact of
recreational off-road driving and
motorcycling on the landscape
and people's quiet enjoyment of
the countryside.

To increase participation in
cycling, walking, riding, wildlife-
watching, 'geotourism’ and
cultural tourism in the AOMNB,

Initial Timescale | AONB Priority
Lead team role

| User groups, Highway Authorities and conservation bodies | MPAP User Groups, CC, CA, | 2005 Catalyst CA4
should collaborate to manage recreational off-road use, EM, LAFs
establishing a voluntary code of conduce and learning from
best practice elsewhere.

2 A system of monitoring of routes used (legally and illegally) | NPAP User Groups, CCs By 2005 Caralyst 2 Cad
by off-road enthusiasts should be initiared and condition LAFs, local Groups
reports 1o be regularly assessed.

3 The ADNB should net be promoted as a venue for All User Groups, CC Ongoing Advocate | ChAd
recreational off-road use,

4 Traffic F':Eglll:lllﬂll Crrdders should be used to manage cc Police, LAFs Ongoing Advocate CA4
damaging impacts on the pawral beauty of the AOME,
These should be considered on a case by case basis, and
may use waeight restrictions and seasonal restrictions as
well as permanent exclusion of vehicles, Consistency of
approach should be sought across county boundaries.

S5  Effort should be made to encourage the police wo take a cC Police Ongoing Advocate CAd
more robust and proactive approach o policing the illegal
use of motorised off road vehicles.

) Emphasise sustainable tourisn p oducts including cycling, Tourist MPAF LAs, ECCP w007 Advocate | THé&
walking, wildlife-warching, geotourism and built/social Boards
history produces as Unique Selling Points in all marketing
activities.

3 Develop nature based tourism projects (including the MPAP Accom. Provs, RDS, 5 exemplar Executive I THI-2, 6
extension of the AQNE Partnership's "Wake up o Wildlife" RSPB, CA, EM, GCT, projects by
project and a series of themed shorc breaks) as ECCE BTCV, RDAs, 2009
parterships becween accommodation providers and local WTs
conservation organisations.

1 Develop new walking, riding and cycling products (including | NPAP LAg, ECCP, User | per year /| Executive 2 CAS,
a Marth Pennines Circular Walle and linear walks linked to Groups, Landowners, Sannual THI-2, &
public rranspore) and enhance existing ones such as ‘Roof RO
of England Walks'.

4 Re-establish a Morth Pennines Festival MNPAP L&s, Tourist Boards, 2005 Catalyst 3 THN&-7

AMBA, CA, RDAs,
ECCFE
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OBJECTIVE 32 cont...

Partners

Timescale

AONB
team role

Priority

OBJECTIVE 33

To increase the quality and

breadth of accommoaodation types.

5 Suppore the annual Morth Pennines AONE Storytelling MPAW G LAs, CA, ECCP Annual Mdvocate THé
Fesrival

6 Produce material and events promoting the special cultural | NPAP LAs, Local Groups, One Execurive ? TH6
and artistic associations of the AOMB, such as those of Tourist Boards, CA, publication
Diickens, Auden and Turner. MPHT, MPAWG, ECCR, | or event per

RDAs, L5Ps year from
2004

7 Investigate to possibilicy of establishing a *visitor pay-bacle’ MPAFR Tourist Boards, 2006 Executive 2 TH%
scheme for the Morth Pennines AOMEB. Accommodation

providers

B lmplement the ME England cycling tourism serategy (which | Sustrans CA Tourist Boards, & exemplar Al TT7, CAl,
inchudes Cumbrian Morth Pennines), through measures ETC, LAs, NPAR ECCF. | projects by THI-2,
including the integration of cycle routes with public User Groups, ORE, 09 4-6
transpart connections, impraving infrastructure at L5Ps, Accomm.
accommodation and attractions, improving route Providers, Business Link
infarmation, praducing a ‘cyclists welcome” pack and
providing training for those receiving cycling visitors,

9 Implement the Pennine Bridleway and promote it as a Ch All Ongoing Addvocate 2 THI-2,
means of atcracting horse-riding and cycling tourists to scay 4-6, 8
in the Marth Pennines for longer, Create linking routes to
connect the Pennine Bridleway with local service centres
based on the AQMB Partnership's proposed Pack Horse
Trails project.

10 Review the Maorth Pennines AONB Partnership's MPAP LAs, CA, Local Groups, | 2005 Executive THI-2,
Sustainable Tourism Marketing Strategy (2001) in the Tourist Boards, ECCP 4-7
context of the new management plan,

| Promote the opportunities available through the England RDS Tourist Boards, NPAF, Cingoing Mlvocate LM32, 4,
Rural Development Programme to upgrade L5Ps, Business Link THI-3,8
accommadation.

2 Promete local authority and other accommodation LAs Tourist Boards, MPAF, Oingoing Advocate 2 LMZ, 4,
enhancement schemes such as Durham CC's Tourism L5Ps THI-3, B

Enterprise Scheme, Cumbria Farm Tourism Initiative
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Qhjectives Partners Timescale. | AONB
£ ' team role
DB]ECT]VE 33 cont... Promote the establishment and uptake of cyclist, waller MPAP Suscrans, LAs, TA, Escablished Canalyst THE
and horse rider-friendly schemes Tourist Boards, schemes by
Accomim. Provs., 1006
Business Link
[revelop initatives which encourage accommadation Tourist MPAR Business Link, By 2008 Caralyst TE
providers and attractions o join recognised quality Boards LAs, CA, Accomm,
assurance schemes, Prows.
OBJECTIVE 34 Work with tourism businesses and others to support the OMNE [ CTB | MNPAPR CA, LAs, L5Ps 2004 and Executive SCI-5,
Nicrense: Hheougiile e:.}nbhil'-nml'::_aud I:lh'll'kEEll'lg q)-er:mnns. of up tu.fcrl.ll' CHIEOING T -5
stabllshivient of bainifg, private sector tourism clusters, the work of w|1|:..l1 5|1_c:u|d
marketing and funding support be complementary to the purpose of ACMNB _d.'_as!g"‘?E'E'.L_._ -
mechanisms, the capacicy of Support community and small business tourism inidatives Tourist MPAR LAs, CA, L+, Chgoing All 5CI-5
comimunities and businesses to related o AOMB purposes through grants, training and Boards RDAs, L5Ps,
generate income from tourism advice: Business Link
activities compatible with the
nationally important AQMNB
landscape. Suppore training for public and private sector tourism MHPAP Pennine Horizons, 2004 and Executive SCI-5,
providers and other businesses on matters relating o the Tourist Boards, CA, angoing T51-3,
special qualities of the area, including wildlife, landscape, Businesses, RDAs, L5Ps TH2Z, TS
local history, Such training to follow the principles of the
AOMB Interprecation Stracegy.
Froduce a regularly updated directory of advice, practical MNPAP DEFRA, L+ RDAs From 2005 Executive LMI13-7
assistance and grant aid for communities, land managers
and businesses in the Morth Pennines AOMNB. Such a
directory is most lilkely to be web based,
GB}ECT]VE 15 Identify the current participation in educational visits w LAs Educational attractions | 2004 Advocare ECI-3
. the are. inc. Field Studies
To develop and increase Centres, Nenthwead
|Jlnilrtlclpu.tlul| in uduc.:llunal_um_l Killiscpa st
lifelong learning opportunities in i
and about the Morth Pennines Identify the current provision of educational resource LAs Educational attractions | 2004 Advocare ECI-3
AOMNB. miaterial relating the Morth Pennines. inc. Field Studies
Centres, Nenthead
Killhope erc.
Produce new material where gaps in provision are found. LAs As above From 2004 Advocare ECI-3

(Paga |




Objectives

OBJECTIVE 36

OBJECTIVE 37

Initial Timescale | AONB Priority | Poliey
Lead team role Link
OBJECTIVE 35 cont... Encourage collaborative working between providers by MNPAP Educational awractions | 2005 Catalyst I ECI-3
holding regular events to encourage sharing of ideas and inc. Field Studias onwards
information. Centres, Menthead
Killhope etc
Encourage the establishment of lifelong learning MNPAP Community education 2004 Catalyst [ ECI4
opportunities such as WEA courses and other leaming praviders, conservation | onwards
events, linked to the special qualities of the AQONE, bodies, FSC, local
naturaliscs and
historians ete,
All printed material relating to the AQMNEB should include MPAFP All Cingoing Executive 2 T51-3
he ACHHE | and | i a brief descripti f
To seelc a 100% increase in people o e Ay ![ S -.'”OM RS ER S
aware of the AONB designation the area and its special qualities -
for the Morth Pennines over the Ensure the continued production of Morth Pennines Mews, | NPAP All 1 editions Executive 2 T51-3
life of the plan, using the 2002 other publications and regular articles, promoting the per year
Visitor Survey as a baseline, special qualities of the area and the work of local
organisations in conserving it
Frn'.l.irlr-: support to local authorities and others to ensure MPAFP Accommadarion Ongoing Executive 151-3
that the AQMEB is accurately described and appropriavely prowiders, LAs
referred to in relevant publications, e local authoricy
haliday guides
Undertake AONE awareness re-survey either as part of HPAFP All 2008 Execurive 2 T53
other survey worl or as a tailor-made project
The AQMNB P.‘trr:l.emhip's website should be regularky - NMPAP Local organisations and Ongoing Executive 1 T53
updatad and its capacity as a virtual community network’ communities
enhanced. - _ - _
Promote the AOMNB at agricultural and other relevant MPAP Show organisers At least 3 Executive P T53
shiows. per year
Undertake an audit of existing interpreation in the AGNE | MPAP Al 004 Executive 2 T51
Environmental interpretation and Organisations fnvalved in interpreting the AOMNEB and s NPAP All Oingoing Advocate | T51-2
information in the AOMNB should ervironment should fallow the principles laid out in the
be easy to access, convey agreed Maorth Pennines AOMEB Parcnership's Interpratation
lkey messages, follow consistent Strategy.
principles and be produced to the

highest standards.,
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Objectives

OBJECTIVE 37 cont...

Initial Partners Timescale Palicy
Lead ; Link
3 Review the Interpretation Suategy every 3 years MNPAP All 2006 1 2009 | Executive TSI
‘1' Standardise the ADME gateway signs and replace them as MPAP Lis, CA 2005 and Cartalyst 51
reguired, CHIEDINg
5 Avrange of parmers should ensure a programme of regular | NPAP LAs, ECCE Local Ar least 50 Executive | LMD,
guided wallks and events which promote understanding and Groups, WTs, EN such events Caralyst AL,
enjoyment of the special qualities of the ADNE, per year TS1-2
& The ACME paruwership should suppore all organisaticns MNPAP All Ongaing Executive T51-3
producing information and interpretation about the AQNB
to send accurare messages about the designation, the area
and its special qualities.
7 Oppornites should be sought and projects developed 1o | NPAP LAs, CA, Community Ar least | All T53
increase the quality of information on where 1o go, where Groups, nEw project
o stay, what to do and how o travel arcund the AQMNB. Accommodation per year
Mew ways should be found to pravide this information, Providers
particularly where they involve increased participation of
local communities, accommodation providers ecc,
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This document has been produced by the Staff Unit of the Morth Pennines AOMNB Parmership, an
behalf of the area’s nine local authorities, It has been supported in this work by a Mapagement Plan
Review Group composed of staff from:

Durbam, Cumbria and Morthumberland County Councils and Teesdale and Eden Diswrict Councils,
the Countryside Agency, English Mature, English Heritage, East Cumbria Countryside Project, OMNE
MorthEast, Morthumbria Tourist Board, RSPB, Durham Biodiversity Partnership, Morth Pennines
LEADER +, Morthumberland Rural Community Council.

Additional comments or contributions have been received from;

Carlisle, Wear Valley, Derwentside and Tynedale Districe Councils, Rural Development Service (MNE),
Farestry Commission, Environment Agency, Morthumbrian Water, Lord Crewe's Charity, the
Moorand Gamekeepers Association, Killhope Lead Mining Museum, Game Conservancy Trust, British
Geological Survey, Friends of the Lake District [ Cumbeia CPRE, Marth Pennines {Durham and
Marthumberland) Local Access Forum, the Halowhistle Partmership, Harehope Quarry Project Led,
Middleran Flus, Dr Margaret Bradshaw,

The Morth Pennines AOMNBE Partnership would particularly like to thank all those who attended
workshops, working groups and public meetings, completed the inidal ‘issues” questionnaire or
commaented on the consultation draft of this plan,

MNEOHUETE TPENNINTES AN PARTNERSIP

g e o

'l'nul.lnl:' !lll:l.-itll'l Tewr ihe North Peoanlocs

Marth Pennines ACMNE Partnership
The Dales Centre

Castle Gardens

Sanhope

Co, Durham D13 2F)

01388 528801
north.pennines@durham.gov.uk

This plan is alse available enline at www.northpennines.org.uk or on CD,
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Objectives

13
7.
18,

To support development of a nature and scale appropriate to its setting that does not
compromise ADME purposes.

To mmaintain high uptake of agri-environment schemes and encourage measures which suppore BAF /
local character species and habitats and the conservation of lindscapes and the historic environment,

To support the production and marketing of quality local products linked o the conservation of
rural character and local distinctveness.

o support those farmers wha wish to diversify into new forms of activicy, where this
complements the purpose of AQMNE designation, ideally ensuring cross-compliance with other
lagal requirements,

To establish, and then expand, the skills base within the Morth Pennines that is available to
support the conservation of natural beaury and the promorion of enjoyment and understanding
of thi countryside,

To conserve and enhance the resource of intermationally, nacionally and locally significant habicacs
and species found in the North Pennines,

To secure the continuation of existing / establishment of new major species and habicat
CONSErvation projects.

To promote the conservation of anclent waoodland.

Tor expand and link existing native woodlands and creace 800 hecrares of new native woodland
by 2009,

To improve the biodiversity of endosed grasslands (including hay meadows, rushy pastures and
allouments) and create a series of new ‘conservation’ grasslands o link isolated sites,

. To provide support for moorland management which conserves natural beauty

To ensure an increase in the blodiversicy of rivers and viparian land.

. To identify, prioritise, conserve and interpret the key sites of earth heritage interest in che AQMB.
. Tor establish, monitor and review a major new 'minimal — interventcion’ crial sice in the AOMNB,

. Toincrease the range and quality of data available to support the conservation of the natural and

histaric environment.
To ensure increased research and survey of the historic environment and identify priorities for action
To establish and develop a programme of repair for historic structures within the Morch Pennines,

To retain and restore features such as drystone walls, isolated non-domestic structures and
isolated trees, where appropriate, which contribute to the character of the local landscape,

0.

1.

21,

23,

24.

25.

26,
27.

29

3

il

32

33

34,

35.

36

iz

. To increase, through specific initatives, public and landowner understanding of sustainable land
management which conserves and enhances natural beauty.

Tor ensure, through the development of specilic initdatives, that open access does not adversely
affect the area’s biodiversity.

To increase the capacity of local communities to support the conservation of local character,
biadiversity and the historie environment.

To promote the principles of sustainable building in the ACQMNB,
Promote a 25% increase in use of the Green Audit Kit by tourism business in the ADMNB,

To ensure thar sensitively sived and designed affordable housing is available in the AOMNE o

support the life of communities and by extension the conservation of the landscape, wildlife and
historic features.

To ensure that roads and thelr associated features such as lighting and signage do not detract
from rural character or the conservation of biodiversiy,

To support improvements in integrated public and community transport.

To ensure that local, regional and national strategies, plans and policies ke account of the
ADMNE designation and the role of the AONBE Partmership.

An least 70% of the Rights of Way MNetwork should be easy to use by all legitimate users (as
defined by BVPI).

Al routes promoted with public funding, should be well maintained, open and accessible vo all
legitimate users,

All*Access Land” should be accessible from a public highway (including public rights of way) and
informarion about rescrictions should be easily available,

To develop specific measures to minimise the impace of recreational off-road driving and
matorcycling on the landscape and people's quiet enjoyment of the countryside,

To increase participation in cycling, walking, riding, wildlife-watching, 'geotourism’ and culwral
tourism in the ACMEB.

To increase the quality and breadech of accommodarion ypes.

Increase, through the establishiment of training, marketing and funding support mechanisms, the
capacity of communities and businesses to generate income from tourism activides compatible
with the nationally important AOMNB landscape,

T develop and increase participaticn in educational and lifelong learning opportunities in and
abour the Morth Pennines ACQME.

To seek a |00% increase in people aware of the AOMB designation for the North Pennines over
the life of the plan, using the 2002 Visitor Survey as a baseline.

Environmental interpretation and information in the AONE should be easy to access, convey
agreed key messages, follow consistent principles and be produced to the highest standards.
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EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE
EXECUTIVE
HELD ON 28 MARCH 2004

EX.068/04 NORTH PENNINES AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL
BEAUTY (AONB) MANAGEMENT PLAN (Non Key Decision)

Portfolio Infrastructure, Environment and Transport
Subject Matter
Consideration was given to a report from the Head of Planning Services

(P.21/04) enclosing a copy of the North Pennines AONB Management Plan
for consideration prior to its adoption as the Statutory Management Plan for

the AONB.

The Plan was being produced on behalf of the Local Authorities by the North
Pennines Partnership, based at Stanhope, and was jointly funded by Local
Authorities and the Countryside Agency.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

; That the North Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
Management Plan 2004/09 be agreed as fulfilling the Council's

statutory obligation to produce a Management Plan.

& That the Management Plan be forwarded to the City Council for
adoption.

Reasons for Decision

The North Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan
2004/08 is being recommended to the City Council for adoption and will fulfil
the Council's statutory obligation under the Countryside and Rights of Way
Act 2000.



the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee but the Overview and
Scrutiny Committee would not be charged with the day to day monitoring.
RESOLVED — (1) That the Solway Coast Area of Qutstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB) Management Plan February 2003 be agreed as fulfiling the Council’s
statutory obligation to produce a Management Plan.

(2) That the Management Plan be forwarded to the City Council for adoption.



