
Stead McAlpin Redundancy Response

Following the formal announcement of the redundancies at the Cummersdale factory the City Council’s immediate response, through the Economic Regeneration Officer, has been to co-ordinate the support and guidance available to the former employees.  In previous redundancy situations this approach has proved extremely valuable to people as it minimises the delays in contacting various agencies and allows an early focus on career planning and developing skills such as:

· completing application forms

· creating a winning CV

· effective job search strategies

· successful interview techniques

· investigating learning and retraining opportunities. Understanding the state benefit implications of their situation is also vital and the Council’s Benefit Advice Service will be part of the support package on offer.  All partner agencies have signed up to this approach and are ready to provide the required help following the initial One-to-One sessions organised on 16th and 17th April.

Young Enterprise North Cumbria Finals
Students from schools and colleges from all over North Cumbria and Eden came together on the 2nd April at Carlisle Racecourse to compete for the Young Enterprise Company Programme Champion title for North Cumbria. Schools taking part were Caldew School, Austin Friars, William Howard School, Trinity School, Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, Newman School, Nelson Thomlinson School, Richard Rose Central and Richard Rose Morton academies.

These students have been running their own real companies since last September. They will have experienced all the highs and lows of any business struggling to start up. They start by electing a board of directors and have to raise share capital before going on to open a bank account and decide on what product or service they will sell. All of the companies are supported by a Link Teacher and a Volunteer Adviser from the local business community.

Each company has to decide on a name and company logo before going on to market themselves and their products at Trade Fairs. The range of products and services are wide, from cards and candles to framed photos and pots to grow your own vegetables in.
On the night 12 companies competed for the title of champion at the black tie event, with each giving a five minute nerve racking presentation to a panel of judges and a room full of their peers and VIPs guests.
Ego Veg from Nelson Thomlinson School won the overall champion title and will go on with runners up Footprint from the Richard Rose Central Academy to compete for the Cumbria title on the 30th April. The Cumbria winners will then compete for the North West title which leads into the National finals in London in July.

Easter Continental Market

Carlisle hosted the popular continental market again this Easter, with a variety of stalls from across Europe.  The goods on offer included sausage and salamis from Germany and France, freshly baked pastries from the Breton Patisserie, paella cooked to an authentic Spanish recipe by Julian Jimenez from Cordoba, and beers, champagnes and wines from throughout Europe. A new Polish street café has been added, selling authentic beers and foods. 
The Continental Market also offered stalls selling jewellery and crafts alongside, the ‘Flying Dutchman’, Dick van de Wardt, one of the largest plant, flower and bulb specialists from Holland. There was, truly something for everyone.
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