EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

HELD ON 22 JANUARY 2004

IOS.9/04
WASTE RECYCLING INITIATIVE


(Public and Press excluded by virtue of paragraph 9)

The Head of Commercial and Technical Services presented in detail joint report with the Head of Environmental Protection Services (CTS.01/04 and EPS.07/04) providing an update on progress with the DEFRA grant and associated service issues and seeking ratification of key decisions discussed with Eden District Council.

The award by DEFRA would enable:

(a) The provision of a recycling facility at Hespin Wood; and

(b) An extension of the pilot garden waste and green box collection services throughout Carlisle and Eden.

Mr Battersby outlined a series of contract/procurement issues arising from the above, stressing that it was a condition of the DEFRA grant that the initiative was operational by the end of March 2004.

Members’ attention was particularly drawn to a number of risk assessment issues which had been discussed at Officer level and with Eden District Council.  Whilst income and expenditure levels had been based on a prudent level of tonnage collection, that was clearly dependent upon the amount of recycled waste put out for collection by residents.

The Executive had considered the matter on 19 January 2004 and had passed the following decision:

1. That the Head of Commercial and Technical Services, in conjunction with the Head of Legal and Democratic Services and Head of Environmental Protection Services, be authorised to enter into an agreement with Eden District Council to provide a service to collect garden waste from agreed households on the basis of the principles set out in the joint report.

2. That approval be given for the acquisition of three vehicles from Asset Co in accordance with Standing Order 4(2)(b) to provide the garden waste service which are compatible with the new domestic refuse vehicle fleet.

3. That, in accordance with Standing Order 4(2)(b), the principle of entering into a six year contract with Cumbria Waste Recycling for the collection of glass bottles, paper and cans be approved and the Head of Commercial and Technical Services be authorised to prepare a detailed agreement in conjunction with the Head of Legal and Democratic Services and the Environment, Infrastructure and Transport Portfolio Holder.

4. That the additional offer of £162,000 from DEFRA to fund the construction of a composting shed at Hespin Wood be accepted in principle, subject to the preparation of a detailed agreement by the Head of Commercial and Technical Services in conjunction with the Head of Legal and Democratic Services and the Environment, Infrastructure and Transport Portfolio Holder.

5. That the report be referred to the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 22 January 2004 for scrutiny and comment.

The Committee then scrutinised the matter in some detail, raising a number of issues to which the Head of Commercial and Technical Services, the Environment Officer and the Legal Services Manager responded

Members particularly sought and received conditional assurances as regards delivery of the three vehicles in time for the start of the service, the possibility of developing the service further in future to include plastics for example, the measures which would be built into the contract to protect the City Council’s interest, arrangements to ensure proper monitoring by Overview and Scrutiny, compliance with appropriate EU procurement procedures and the implications for the Council should an objection be received.

At the invitation of the Chairman, the Portfolio Holder for Environment, Infrastructure and Transport, on behalf of the Executive, thanked the Committee for accepting the issue as a matter of urgency.    He commented that clearly there were risks involved but those were believed to be manageable.

RESOLVED – That this Committee endorses the decision taken by the Executive on 19 January 2004 (Executive Decision EX.010/04 refers) and will monitor progress on the matter as part of the Waste Management Plan.

