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Subject Matter

Pursuant to Minute EX.89/08 the Director of Community Services reported (CS.9/09) on the current position with regards to the scheme of Public Realm Improvements in Castle Street, Carlisle.  He informed Members that the original scheme had been amended to reflect the outcome of the extensive consultation undertaken in late 2007/early 2008 and the proposals had subsequently been approved and funding released to progress the scheme.  He added that the design of the Public Realm works in Castle Street had now been substantially finalised and detailed costings had confirmed that the scheme could be completed within budget.  

The Director added that alongside the work on the scheme the various Traffic Orders had been progressed.  One of the Traffic Orders related to the designation of a Restricted Zone which required approval by the Department of Transport.  An application had been submitted in May and although it was understood that the proposals had been recommended for approval, a formal decision was still awaited.  He added that the remaining Traffic Orders had been advertised by the County Council in October and despite amendments being made to the scheme to reflect the earlier consultation, a number of objections had been received by the County Council. 

He summarised the issues which had been raised as objections to the closure of West Walls, objections from religious establishments relating to concerns about parking for their worshipers, disabled parking provision, and objections from businesses who consider that the loss of the disc parking space could jeopardise their viability.

The Director added that in deferring consideration of the Traffic Orders, the County Council's Local Committee had referred the matter back to the City Council and to the Carlisle Renaissance Board to consider car parking accessibility and tariffs and an economic impact assessment of the proposal.

The Director sought the Executive's views on how, and if, it wished to progress the scheme.  He set out a range of options as:

-  
proceed with the substantive scheme as advertised;

-  
amend the Traffic Orders to respond in whole or in part to some of the 
objections;

-  
defer the project until the overall vision for the historic core is in place, 
and 

-  
shelve the project and review expenditure priorities.

The Director added that the Carlisle Renaissance Board had agreed that the work should be undertaken to enable the scheme to proceed.

The Portfolio Holder for Environment and Infrastructure and the Leader felt that the scheme represented an ideal opportunity for the Council to enhance the area of the City and was one of a number of schemes which would capitalise on the heritage of Carlisle in its historic quarter.

Summary of options rejected  

Options 2, 3 and 4 as set out in the Director of Community Services Report CS.9/09.

DECISION

(1)
That the Executive agree to inform the Carlisle Local Committee that it wishes to adopt Option 1 as set out in the Director of Community Services Report CS.9/09 to proceed with the substantive scheme as advertised.  

(2) 
The Executive recommend the Local Committee of the County Council  to approve the Traffic Orders as originally proposed and that the scheme as agreed by the Highways Committee, and this Council goes ahead with no further amendments.

(3) 
That the Renaissance Board be asked, as a matter of urgency, to provide the signage and plans for inclusion in the final scheme.

(4)
That the Executive also ask Officers to discuss the scheme with the businesses who had expressed their concerns with the proposal.

Reasons for Decision

The project has been developed over the past 12/18 months and engaged a range of partners and been subject to various stages of consultation.  In the light of recent feedback the Executive had to agree how it wished to move the scheme forward.







