
CITY COUNCIL (SPECIAL MEETING)
TUESDAY 29 JUNE 2010 AT 6.45 PM
PRESENT:

The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Styth), Councillors Allison,  Atkinson, Bainbridge, Bell, Betton, Bloxham, Boaden, Mrs Bowman, Bowman (S), Mrs Bradley, Cape, Mrs Clarke, Clarke (M), Collier, Craig, Devlin, Earp, Ellis, Farmer (C), Mrs Farmer, Mrs Geddes,  Glover, Harid, Hendry, Layden, Lishman, Mrs Luckley, Mrs Mallinson, Mallinson (J), McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons,  Ms Patrick, Mrs Riddle, Mrs Robson, Scarborough, Stothard, Tootle, Mrs Vasey, Mrs Warwick, Watson, Weber, Weedall and Wilson
C.92/10
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bowditch, Graham, Ms Quilter, Mrs Rutherford, Mrs Southward and Stevenson.
C.93/10
PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED – That the Agenda be agreed as circulated.

C.94/10
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

C.95/10
ANNOUNCEMENTS
(a)
The Mayor
The Mayor paid tribute to the success of the National Celebration of “Armed Forces Day 2010” held in Carlisle on 26 June 2010.  It had been particularly pleasing to see personnel from the Armed Forces associated with the City and, in particular, Members of the British Legion, representatives of the Gurkha Regiments and Councillor C Farmer in a different role.
The Mayor reported that she had read out a Citation of Appreciation, and requested that the Town Clerk and Chief Executive forward a copy thereof to all Members of the City Council.

(b)
The Leader of the Council
The Leader reported that confirmation had been received (on 29 June 2010) of £1.5 m funding for the Roman Gateway Project.  This funding represented an investment in Tullie House for the new Roman Gallery and Historic Centre.  It was therefore good news for the City.
(c)
Members of the Executive
Councillor John Mallinson made a statement to the City Council outlining, in so far as he could, the likely effect upon the Council of the Government’s need to restore public finance to a more sustainable level.
Councillor Mallinson reported that so far as the current year was concerned overall savings required for local authorities totalled some £1.166 bn.  That equated to a modest £18,000 reduction to the area based grant.
Next year, however, was an entirely different matter and, whilst details were currently being reviewed, it appeared that overall reductions in Government grants were likely to average 25%, although the position would not be finally clarified until 20 October 2010 at the earliest, with confirmation of final allocations in early December 2010.

Currently the Council’s Transformational targets required the authority to make savings of £1 m per year for the next three years.  Assuming that the Council would have to bear an average share of the reductions, then it would need to significantly recast its savings targets as a 25% reduction in Government grant equated to £2.5 m for the authority.
The above analysis suggested that the City Council would need to find an additional £2.2 m in transformational savings by 2014/15 over and above the current £3 m savings target.

In conclusion, Councillor Mallinson apologised that it was currently not possible to provide a more accurate prediction, but assured Members that they would be kept fully informed as more information became available.

(d)
Town Clerk and Chief Executive
There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.  
C.96/10
NOTICE OF MOTION

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no motions had been submitted on notice by Members of the Council.
C.97/10
FINANCIAL OUTTURN REPORT – PROVISIONAL GENERAL FUND REVENUE OUTTURN 2009/10
Pursuant to Minute EX.077/10, consideration was given to a report of the Assistant Director (Resources) (RD.09/10) which summarised the outturn for the 2009/10 General Fund Revenue Budget and set out reasons for variances to that Budget.  The report detailed the underspends which had occurred, together with requests to carry forward committed expenditure to 2010/11 of £1,480,300; and £71,700 to 2010/11 for new items of expenditure.
Extracts from the Minutes of the Executive and Audit Committee had also been circulated.

Councillor Mallinson (J) moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded, and it was AGREED that:
(i) That Council approved the carry forward requests to 2010/11 of £1,480,300 as set out in Report RD.09/10.

(ii) That Council approved the requests to carry forward £71,700 to 2010/11 for new items of expenditure (noted as Category ‘B’ in Appendix B).

C.98/10
FINANCIAL OUTTURN REPORT – PROVISIONAL CAPITAL OUTTURN 2009/10 AND REVISED CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2010/11
Pursuant to Minute EX.078/10, consideration was given to a report of the Assistant Director (Resources) (RD.10/10) which provided details of the 2009/10 Provisional Outturn for the Council’s Capital Programme, together with details of the revised Capital Programme for 2010/11. The report showed that the net underspend on the Capital Programme as at 31 March 2010 once committed expenditure totalling £1,459,100 was taken into account was £73,614.
Extracts from the Minutes of the Executive and Audit Committee had also been circulated.

Councillor Mallinson (J) moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded, and it was AGREED that –

(i) Council approved the carry forward requests totalling £1,459,100 as set out in Report RD.10/10.
(ii) Council approved the use of the Sheepmount Reserve in 2009/10 to fund expenditure on Sheepmount Drainage.

(iii) Council noted the reduction of Regional Housing Pot capital grant in 2010/11, noting that steps had been taken to mitigate the impact of the reduction on the capital programme by re-profiling the Housing Strategy scheme over five years; and 
(iv) Council approved the revised Capital Programme for 2010/11 onwards following approval of the carry forward requests.   

C.99/10
FINANCIAL OUTTURN REPORT - TREASURY MANAGEMENT OUTTURN 2009/10
Pursuant to Minute EX.079/10, consideration was given to a report of the Assistant Director (Resources) (RD.13/10) providing the annual outturn on Treasury Management as required under the CIPFA Code of Practice on Treasury Management.  Also included was the regular report on Treasury Transactions.
Extracts from the Minutes of the Executive and Audit Committee had also been circulated.

Councillor Mallinson (J) moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded, and it was AGREED:
(i) That Council approved the Treasury Management Outturn report for 2009/10 as required under the CIPFA Code of Practice on Treasury Management.

(ii) That Council approved an amendment to the Investment Strategy to raise the counterparty limits with the Lloyds/TSB Group and the RBS Group from £4 m to £6 m.

C.100/10
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 2009/10
Pursuant to Minute AUC.46/10, consideration was given to a report of the Assistant Director (Resources) (RD.18/10) including the Council’s Statement of Accounts for 2009/10.  A copy of Minute Extracts from the meetings of the Executive and Audit Committee had also been circulated.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson moved and Councillor Layden seconded the recommendation from the Audit Committee that the City Council approve the 2009/10 Statement of Accounts, it being noted that the Statements would then be subject to audit.

RESOLVED – (1) That the 2009/10 Statement of Accounts, as set out in Report RD.18/10 be endorsed, it being noted that the Statements would now be subject to audit.
(2) That the Extracts from the Minutes of the meetings of the Audit Committee and the Executive regarding the Council’s Statement of Accounts be noted.

C.101/10
DECISIONS TAKEN AS A MATTER OF URGENCY
Pursuant to Rule 15(i) of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules, the Assistant Director (Governance) submitted Report GD.33/10 detailing a decision of the Executive which it had been agreed should be taken as an urgent decision and dealt with as a matter of urgency without the need for call‑in.
RESOLVED – That Report GD.33/10 be noted.

C.102/10
COMMUNICATIONS

There were no communications or items of business brought forward by the Mayor as a matter of urgency to be dealt with at the meeting.

(The meeting ended at 7.00 pm)
