

City Centre


Footfall continues to be strong.  January, February and March have all seen a year on year increase of around 4 - 5%.  Overall increase January - March is 10%.


Easter Continental Market
Another great success with over 118,000 people through the City centre over the three days.  This is 11.3% up on last year.  Positive publicity was also received.

          Tourist Information Centre

Visitor Centre was 15% down for January - March.  Other Cumbrian TICs have also experienced decreases.


Accommodation - occupancy is again difficult to gauge with accommodation providers along Hadrian’s Wall and rural area experiencing a good start to the year.  Elsewhere in the City business has been very flat, particularly amongst the guest houses.  The Travel Inns and Lodges are certainly having an effect on that sector.  (Unfortunately we have no precise figures to monitor the situation in detail – our analysis is through word of mouth feedback from the establishments to our TIC).


Late Night Shopping 


24 establishments in the Lanes are still participating in late night shopping along with the major high street stores in the rest of the city centre e.g. House of Fraser, M&S and Boots.


It is felt by the City Centre Marketing Group and the City Centre Commercial Affinity Group that the scheme needs an advertising boost. This is currently being arranged.


Renaissance Schemes

Funding has been agreed for the Festival Development, Historic Core and Business Support Projects contained within Renaissance 1st Year Action Plan.  As a result:

· Preliminary work has been commissioned on the production of a Son et Lumiere at Carlisle Castle

· An economic impact study of Christmas 2006 has been commissioned

· A programme of Business Support initiatives has been arranged with partners

· A ‘Brand Development Study’ is about to be commissioned informing the City how it can best be positioned and marketed to its consumer audience(s).

Website Upgrade
Funding is being sought to significantly upgrade the Historic Carlisle tourism website along with that of the Carlisle Conference Group.  Support for this work has also been secured from Hadrian’s Wall Heritage Ltd.  Given the increasing importance of websites in creating awareness of our ‘product’ it is considered a high priority for action in the short term.

(e.g.  The Carlisle page on the ‘Citybreaks’ website has been the most popular page for over a year)


Hadrian’s Wall Heritage Ltd
Discussions with Hadrian’s Wall Heritage Ltd and Cumbria Tourism have been successful in securing funding (£10,000) to commission a study on how best to interpret the City’s section of Hadrian’s Wall Path and link it positively to the City centre in general and the ‘historic quarter’ in particular.

Young Enterprise

On 29 March 2007 Young Enterprise North West held an award evening at Carlisle Racecourse.  This year the standard was again very high with teams from Carlisle and North Cumbria competing.

With more than 40 years experience, Young Enterprise is the UK's leading business and enterprise education charity.

Carlisle City Council officers and employees from local businesses voluntarily spend time as either Board members or Business Advisors, working with schools and students to motivate and assist them in running their business.  At each stage of the programme companies are assessed and marked on a competitive basis.  Young Enterprise is a recognised qualification, which can contribute to CVs and University applications. 

Carlisle City Council contributes financially to the programme ensuring that North Cumbria produces some of the best companies in the region.
Young Enterprise Awards
· Team Award 


- 
James Rennie

· Judges Special Award
- 
James Rennie

· Best Marketing 

- 
St Aidans (CE3)

· Profitability Award 

- 
Austin Friars

· Special Achievement
- 
NCTC

· Best Trade Stand 

- 
Nelson Thomlinson

· Best Company Report 
- 
Nelson Thomlinson

· Best Presentation 

- 
St Aidans (CE3)

· Overall Runner-up 

- 
St Aidans (CE3)

· Champion Company 
- 
Nelson Thomlinson

· Achiever of the Year 
- 
Elliot Shekell (Caldew School)

Nelson Thomlinson, St Aidans (CE3) & Elliot will go forward to represent North Cumbria in the County Finals to be held in Kendal in May.
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