STANDARDS COMMITTEE

TUESDAY 2 SEPTEMBER 2003 AT 2.00 PM

PRESENT:
Councillor Mallinson (J) (Chairman), Councillor Aldersey (as substitute for Councillor Farmer), Councillor Knapton (as substitute for Councillor Dodd), Councillor Im Thurm and Councillor Mrs Styth (as substitute for Councillor Hendry) 


Mr A Fraser and Councillor Mrs J Holland 

ST.06/03
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Dodd, Farmer and Hendry.

ST.07/03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

ST.08/03
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Standards Committee held on 8 July 2003 were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.

ST.09/03
PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATION

The Head of Legal and Democratic Services reported the receipt of notification from the Parish Council’s Association that the Parish Council representation on the Standards Committee had been amended.  He informed Members that the former representation of Councillor Mrs J Wilkinson (substitute Councillor Mrs J Holland) had been amended and the  representative was now Councillor Mrs J Holland with Councillor Mrs P Dalton as the substitute.

RESOLVED – That the Notification from the Parish Councils Association of the change to the Parish Council Representation on the Standards Committee as set out above be noted and reported to the City Council for formal confirmation of the appointments to the Standards Committee.

ST.10/03
LOCAL INVESTIGATION AND DETERMINATION OF 



MISCONDUCT ALLEGATIONS – GUIDANCE FROM THE



STANDARDS BOARD FOR ENGLAND

The Head of Legal and Democratic Services reported the receipt of Guidance which has been issued by the Standards Board with regards to the local investigation and determination of misconduct allegations.  He informed Members that currently complaints of misconduct were investigated externally by an Ethical Standards Officer but that these complaints could now be referred to the City Council’s Standards Committee for determination.  He added that later in the year when further Regulations were in place it was anticipated that the Standards Committee would also be able to carry out the investigation of complaints locally.  The Head of Legal and Democratic Services added however that presently the City Council did not have a procedure in place to deal with misconduct allegations but that the Standards Board had issued detailed guidance on the content of such procedures which the Committee had to have regard to when drawing up its own model. He added that at a recent meeting in Penrith of Monitoring Officers and Standards Committee Chairmen, it had been agreed that the various District Councils, the Police Authority and the County Council should work together to produce a standard protocol for dealing with complaints on a countywide basis.  The protocol had however not yet been produced. 

After some discussion it was –

RESOLVED – (1) That the protocol and procedure as set out in the Guidance from the Standards Board for England on the Model Hearing Procedures for Standards Committees to determine matters locally, be adopted by the Standards Committee as an interim measure which could be used by the Standards Committee in the event of a complaint being received, prior to the countywide protocol being finalised.

 (2) That at such time as the countywide protocol is received, the Head of Legal and Democratic Services in consultation with the Chairman, call a further meeting of the Standards Committee to consider the adoption of that protocol by the Committee.

ST.11/03
PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED – That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items of business, on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the paragraph number 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.

ST.12/03
APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT MEMBER

Consideration was given to Report LDS.50/03 regarding the appointment of an Independent Member to serve on the City Council’s Standards Committee.  The Head of Legal and Democratic Services circulated for Members the applications which had been received together with Guidance produced by the Standards Board for England on the criteria which Members might wish to have regard to in selecting an Independent Member.

Following consideration of the applications by the Committee, it was –

RESOLVED – (1) That  the City Council be recommended to agree to the appointment of Dr P Tiplady as an Independent Member on the City Council’s Standards Committee for a term of  3 years from the date of appointment.

(2) That subject to the City Council agreeing to the above recommendation, the Head of Legal and Democratic Services write to the remaining applicants thanking them for their applications and informing them of the Council’s decision.

ST.13/03
CODE IN PRACTICE VIDEO

The Committee then viewed a video issued by the Standards Board for England entitled the “Code in Practice” copies of which had also been sent to the Clerks of Local Parish and Town Councils.  Following the video the Committee agreed that the video would be a useful part of future induction training for Members, Parish Councils etc on the implications and interpretation of the Code.

 (The meeting ended at 3.00 pm)
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