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Subject Matter

The Head of Community Services submitted Report CS.25/06 enclosing the Executive Summary of a Sports Facility Feasibility Study undertaken on behalf of the City Council by PMP Limited, the outcome of which had been used to formulate a range of priorities for the Executive to consider regarding future sports facility provision in the City:-

(a)  The Council owns and operates 27 senior and 5 junior community football pitches on 23 different sites, excluding the Sheepmount.  The development of a comprehensive playing pitch strategy would help map out how these can most suitably provide facilities for local people.  A strategy would also seek to address the issue of changing accommodation (Melbourne Park, Hammonds Pond, Keenan Park, Richardson Street, and facilities at Briar Bank and Harraby Community Centres) and pitch drainage.

(b)  In the long term, a replacement for the 'The Pools' needs to be considered. The possible re-use of the existing site in an area covered by the development framework being developed for Carlisle Renaissance could contribute to this. A repair and maintenance profile for the next 10-15 years needs to be produced in conjunction with Carlisle Leisure Ltd to determine when decisions need to be made.

(c)  Indoor tennis - this opportunity is currently being investigated with the Lawn Tennis Association and Carlisle Leisure Ltd and was the subject of an earlier report to the Executive.

(d)  Synthetic Pitch - if funding is made available from the Football Foundation this proposal will be developed at the Sheepmount. A capital budget provision of £250,000 has been set aside in 2006/07 to match fund this scheme.

(e)  Cricket provision at Carlisle Cricket Club should be considered as part of the work of Carlisle Renaissance, linked to the development along the Eden and Caldew.

(f)  The City Council becomes fully engaged in the extended school programme and the review of senior schools in the City to maximise the provision of community facilities.

(g) The Council facilitates investment from the private sector when opportunities present themselves, especially if they involve the provision of facilities identified in the study but not a priority for the Council.

The Director further reported that it was recognised that future capital developments would need to be considered in the light of competing demands for resources and work with partners would be an essential aspect of any development, large or small. The range of partners, as shown with the recent multi-use games areas, can add significant benefit to a scheme, both with initial funding and with subsequent support.

Clearly the most significant limiting factor for the Council is the availability of resources. It is important to stress that although the feasibility study may raise expectations, these have to be tempered by the reality that the Council does not itself have the financial capacity to deliver all of the schemes highlighted.

Members of the Executive considered that the Study had highlighted a range of exciting opportunities to enhance sports facilities within Carlisle.  All of the outcomes would need to looked at further, particularly funding issues and whether any sources of external funding could be found.  At this stage, the Executive wished to note the priorities in the Study and consult with the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee and other consultees.

Summary of Options Rejected

None

DECISION

1.  That the Executive notes the priorities contained in the Sports Facility Feasibility Study and set out above.

2.  That the report be forwarded to the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee for comment.

3. That the full draft of the Feasibility Study be released to all consultees for comment.

Reasons for Decision

The Executive agreed to the priorities set out in the report arising from the feasibility study as the basis for further consultation with the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee and other relevant consultees.







