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Subject Matter

The Housing and Health Services Manager submitted report DS.11/10 updating Members on progress with the project to provide accommodation for women and families who are homeless, replacing the current accommodation at London Road, Carlisle.

The Housing and Health Services Manager informed Members that the current accommodation, which housed ten families/single women, was not deemed suitable for purpose as it had no accessible accommodation for people with disabilities; required residents to share facilities and rooms; was unsuitable for families with children and inadequate for the needs of single women.  Limitations of the building included small rooms, inadequate communal space and the control of access to and from the building.  Replacement accommodation provision was therefore needed to improve the living conditions for residents, the quality of service provided to homeless people and to address equality/accessibility issues.

The original proposal had been for new build hostel accommodation to be provided with the 'Centre of Excellence'.  However, those plans were reviewed in December 2008 following representations from Cumbria Constabulary and the accommodation element withdrawn.

The Housing and Health Services Manager reported that it was proposed that the replacement accommodation would be self contained apartment/house provision, rather than a like for like hostel replacement.  It was anticipated that there would be 7-8 units providing 1, 2 and 3 bed roomed accommodation, together with a communal room, play facilities and an office on site allowing the scheme to be managed in a different way.  Initial total estimated costs for the proposal were £1.8 million.  Scheme funding included the balance of the original project to be committed to the scheme - £690k (inclusive of a capital receipt for the current hostel building with a valuation of £450k undertaken in 2007) plus funding from the capital programme.  The current hostel building would be sold following development of the project.

He added that a trawl for potential sites had been carried out through the Council's Property Services and involving an external agent, looking at a number of sites owned by the Council and external sites (public and private) including any developments that had become mothballed or unfinished due to the economic downturn.  At the conclusion of that process two sites remained, the preferred site for the scheme being on land between Wood Street and Bright Street, off Newtown Road in Carlisle.  The site, which was currently disused and owned by the Council, satisfied the criteria around site location; access to services, schools and health facilities; type and size of site; site condition and land use issues; and ownership and cost.

For the benefit of those members of the public present at the meeting, the Health and Community Development Portfolio Holder explained that, as Members were aware, the service provided by Officers of the Homelessness Section was to a very high standard, but that was not matched by the present facility.  Consideration had therefore been given to how the problem could be addressed, culminating in a lengthy investigation of potential sites.  That had resulted in the identification of a preferred site as outlined above.  She further emphasised the importance of exploring all possible avenues via consultation with partner agencies and, particularly, local people whose views would be implicit since they would potentially be neighbours of the development.  The Executive had a duty of care to the community as a whole, and was very conscious of the trauma suffered by homeless people.  Consultation would therefore also take place with past and present users of the accommodation.  In conclusion, she expressed the hope that her statement would provide some assurance on the matter.

The Leader stressed that the Council was committed to replacing the current facility and understood public unease with regard to the suggested site.  Public consultation would take place on the merits of the site, including local residents and Ward Councillors prior to any decision being taken on the matter.

The Finance Portfolio Holder added that the current accommodation was not fit for purpose and was in need of replacement.  He expressed the need to ensure that the correct decision was taken, rather than an expedient one.  He was grateful to the Ward Councillor and members of the public present at the meeting for their attendance and looked forward to consulting with them and taking full note of their views.

Summary of options rejected
None

DECISION

That the Executive:

1.  noted the work undertaken to date as detailed within report DS.11/10.

2. initiated consultation on the suggested site, to include consultation with local residents; Ward Councillors; and partner agencies.

3.  made the report available for consideration by the Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel, with regard to the proposals, including consultation.

4. that the Housing and Health Services Manager be requested to report back on the results of the consultation to a future meeting of the Executive.

Reasons for Decision


To enable the proposals for the provision of accommodation for women and families who are homeless to be progressed.







