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27 October 2006

Dear Sir/Madam,

RE:
COUNCIL MEETING – TUESDAY 7 NOVEMBER 2006 AT 6.45 pm

You are summoned to attend the Meeting of Carlisle City Council which will be held at 

6.45 pm on Tuesday 7 November 2006 in the Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Carlisle. 

AGENDA

1. The Mayor will invite the Chaplain to the City Council to open the meeting with prayers.

2.
 Town Clerk and Chief Executive will call the roll.

3.
Minutes
The Council will be asked to receive the Minutes of the meetings of the City Council held on 12 September 2006.

4.
Public and Press 
To determine whether any of the items of business within Part A of the Agenda should be dealt with when the public and press are excluded from the meeting.

5.
Declarations of Interest 
Members are invited to declare any personal interests and any personal interests which are also prejudicial relating to any item on the Agenda at this stage.

6.
Announcements 
(a) To receive any announcements from the Mayor.

(b) To receive any announcements from the Leader of the Council.

(c) To receive any announcements from Members of the Executive.

(d) To receive any announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

7.
Questions by Members of the Public
Pursuant to Procedure Rules 10.1 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report that no questions have been received from members of the public.  

8.
Presentation of Petitions and Deputations 
Pursuant to Procedure Rules 10.11 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report that no petitions or deputations have been received from Members of the Public.

9.
Questions from Members of the Council 
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, the Town and Chief Executive to report that the following questions have been submitted on notice by Members of the Council:-


(i)
Councillor Reardon

“The Nottingham Declaration on Climate Change, signed by nearly one hundred local councils, has been successful in helping local authorities identify practical ways of reducing carbon emissions in the communities they serve.    

Would the Portfolio Holder for Environment report back on his pledged review with officers on Carlisle City Council’s plans to endorse this declaration?”

(ii) Councillor Reardon

“Following recent member concerns about poor air quality in Caldewgate and Currock Street, are there any plans to investigate the feasibility of introducing a Low Emission Zone in Carlisle?”

(iii) Councillor Boaden

“To ask the Council Leader that following the Audit Commission Section 11 recommendation in respect of the poor financial management and weak internal financial controls within the Council he outlines in detail the extra costs incurred in the:

(a) additional work undertaken by the Audit Commission in preparing their opinion on the accounts of the Council and their consequent additional fee.

(b) commissioning from the IPF the Independent Review of Financial Management arrangements following the Audit Commission findings and recommendations and

(c) additional work undertaken by staff to meet the requirements of the Audit Commission including the costs of additional staff engaged to support this work and costs of overtime incurred”.

10.
Executive 
The Council will be asked to receive the Minutes of the Meetings of the Executive held on 25 September and 23 October 2006 and receive reports from the following Portfolio Holders:

(i) Leisure Culture and Heritage

(ii) Learning and Development

(iii) Finance and Performance

(iv) Economic Development and Enterprise

(v) Promoting Carlisle* 

(vi) Sustainable Communities

(vii) Environment and Infrastructure 

and ask questions of the Leader and Portfolio Holders on those Minutes and Reports.



(Copy Reports herewith/to follow*)

11.
Overview and Scrutiny Minutes and Chairman’s Report 
The Council will be asked to receive the Minutes from the following meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee and Overview and Scrutiny Committees and to ask questions of the Chairman and receive reports from the Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees:

(i) Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 28 September 2006 together with the Chairman’s report.

(ii) Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 31 August and 

18 October 2006 together with the Chairman’s report.

(iii) Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources held on 

7 September and 19 October 2006 together with the Chairman’s report*.

(iv) Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 14 September 2006 together with the Chairman’s report.

(Copy Reports herewith/to follow*)

12.
Regulatory Panel 
To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 

13 September and 18 October 2006.

13. Licensing Committee

To receive the minutes of the meetings of the Licensing Committee held on 13 September and 18 October 2006

14.
Development Control Committee 
To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the Development Control Committee held on 29 September 2006.

15.
Audit Committee 
To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the Audit Committee held on 

25 and 28 September 2006.

16. Notice of Motion 

(i)
Identity Cards

The Director of Legal and Democratic Services to report the receipt of the following Notice of Motion which has been submitted by Councillor Tweedie in accordance with Procedure Rule 12.

1.
“This Council believes it is a duty of government to take action to reduce crime and the fear of crime, both of which restrict people’s ability to lead full and fulfilling lives.

2.
The Council recognises that a strategy based on crime prevention and community involvement is the most effective way of reducing crime and the fear of crime.


3.
The Council also recognises the desire of the public to see police patrols on “the beat” and the success locally of community policing schemes.

4.
However, this Council is concerned by the recent Identity Cards Act.  Council believes that compulsory ID cards are :

(a)
costly – according to Government estimates, the cost of such a scheme could reach 5.5 billion, with independent commentators predicting costs of as much as five times that estimate.  Carlisle residents will be required to pay an estimated £35 for a stand-alone ID card or £85 for a passport and ID card together;

(b)
unnecessary – there is little evidence to show that they will reduce benefit fraud, illegal immigration, terrorism or crime, as recent events in Spain and France have shown;

(c)
an affront to civil liberties and

(d)
are likely to have a harmful effect on Police and community relations.


5.
Council therefore resolves to

(1)
make representations at every possible stage, reiterating this Council’s opposition to ID cards;

(2)
take no part in any pilot scheme or feasibility work in relation to the introduction of the national identity cards;

(3)
make it a policy of the Council to ensure that national identity cards would not be required to access Council services or benefits unless specifically called to do so by Act of Parliament;

(4)
only co-operate with the national identity card scheme where to do otherwise would be unlawful;

(5) mandate the Chief Executive to write to the Home Secretary expressing these views”.

(ii)
Post Office Card Account

The Director of Legal and Democratic Services to report the receipt of the following Notice of Motion which has been submitted by Councillor Bainbridge in accordance with Procedure Rule 12.

“This council is greatly concerned by the Department of Work and Pensions (DWP) decision to withdraw the Post Office Card Account, and as such will write to Jim Fitzpatrick MP, the responsible minister, to express our concerns.

We would also take this opportunity to write to local MP, Eric Martlew, requesting that he belatedly joins the 392 other MPs (including David Maclean) who have signed the Parliamentary Early Day Motion (EDM1531) proposed by Kate Hoey MP for urgent review of these proposals.

The Post Office counter services are vital to many communities both within the city boundaries and in the various rural settlements of this district.  The continued decline in support for Post Offices could seriously put at risk existing community shops as well as dissuading opportunities for villages without a local shop from establishing one”.

(iii) Audible Flood Alarm

The Director of Legal and Democratic Services to report the receipt of the following Notice of Motion which has been submitted by Councillor Tootle in accordance with Procedure Rule 12.

“The City Council calls upon the Executive to investigate the possibility of the Council putting in place audible alarms or sirens to alert residents in the Caldewgate, Willowholme and Shaddongate areas of the City to be activated when a flood is likely to occur”.

(iv) Willowholme/Caldewgate Development Brief

The Director of Legal and Democratic Services to report the receipt of the following Notice of Motion which has been submitted by Councillor Boaden in accordance with Procedure Rule 12.

“The Council notes the proposed changes to the Carlisle District Local Plan in relation to Willowholme/Caldewgate.  The Council also notes the apparent silence of current Carlisle Renaissance proposals in relation to this important area of the City.

In view of the potential of this area of the City for significant, appropriate and much needed regeneration and development the Council calls upon the Executive to commission the production of a Development Brief for Willowholme/Caldewgate as a matter of urgency”.

18.
Proposals from the Executive in relation to the Council’s Budget and


Policy Framework

(i) EX.231/06 Draft Statement of Gambling Policy


Pursuant to minute EX.231/06 to consider a recommendation from the Executive that the revised draft Statement of Gambling Policy incorporating amendments suggested by Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee and the Licensing Committee be approved and adopted by the Council.

(Copy Report LDS 84/06 and Minute Extract herewith).

(ii)
EX.233/06 Community Involvement


Pursuant to minute EX.233/06 to consider a recommendation from the Executive that the draft statement of Community Involvement be referred to Council for approval prior to commencing the formal consultation process. (Copy Report DS.87/06 and Minute Extract herewith).


(iii)
Concessionary Fares Scheme

Pursuant to minute EX.204/06 and EX.249/06 to consider a recommendation from the Executive that after having undertaken a 5 month review the current Concessionary Fares Scheme be continued for the remainder of 2006/07 and the City Council be informed of the financial implications and the need to agree a supplementary estimate, to be actioned at the 2006/07 year end when the actual level of overspend is known.

This item was considered by the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee at its meeting on 26 October 2006 and a copy of the Minute Extract is circulated for Members information.

(Copy Report CORP.57/06 and Minute Extract herewith).

19.
Communications

To receive and consider communications and to deal with such other business as may be brought forward by the Mayor as a matter of urgency.

PART ‘B’

To be considered in private

NIL

Yours faithfully

Director of Legal and Democratic Services
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