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This report sets out the basis of allocation and use of £80,000 of funding.

Recommendations:

It is RECOMMENDED that the Executive consider and agree the proposals and encourage the input of the community as set out within this report.
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Michael Battersby
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 7325

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS

1.1
At its meeting on 28 August the Executive considered report DS 77/07 related to the use of resources received from Council Tax on second homes.   It was resolved that the balance of this budget, £80,000, be allocated to the Small Scale Community Projects budget and Officers were requested to review the criteria and basis of allocation.

1.2
The Council agreed details of the Small Scale Community project initiative as set out in report CS 35/07 considered by the Executive on 11 June 2007.   In essence the focus of the budget is directed towards physical works which contribute to the Council’s ‘Cleaner, Greener, Safer’ priority.   It is considered that the basis of the allocation and use of this additional budget remains the same.   A summary of the additional and total Ward allocations are appended.   However the scope of the allocation should be widened to include grants, events and other initiatives which contribute to this priority.

1.3
This additional budget allocation is another step by the Council towards the key theme of the recent White Paper to provide greater capacity for the community to have greater devolved budget capacity.   Members would be encouraged to seek the views/input from their community to meet neighbourhood priorities.   It is also suggested that the outcomes from this initiative be reported back to the Carlisle Partnership to encourage other partners to add value in the future.

1.4
This budget is revenue and therefore should increase flexibility on the type of schemes which can be considered.   The rate of expenditure would be in the hands of Members and at this stage of the financial year expenditure of the whole budget in 2007/8 can not be guaranteed.

2. CONSULTATION

2.1 Consultation to Date  -  Senior Management Team.

2.2 Consultation proposed  -  N/A

3. RECOMMENDATIONS

It is RECOMMENDED that the Executive consider and agree the proposals and encourage the input of the community as set out within this report.

4. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

The proposal continue the objective of the Council to devolve more funding to communities on initiatives which contribute to the corporate priority of Cleaner, Greener, Safer.

5. IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources –   Existing resources

· Financial –   There is currently £80,000 of the second homes Council Tax income available to support small scale revenue community projects in 2007/08 after funding known commitments.   This should be allocated and spent in accordance with the criteria agreed by Members.

· Legal – The Local Government Act 2000 (Section 2) provides that the Council has the power to do anything which it considers likely to achieve the promotion or improvement of the economic, social or environmental well-being of its area.  The power may be used in relation or for the benefit of the whole or any part of the community or all or any persons present or resident in the Council’s area.  The Council is able to incur expenditure as described in the report.  In exercising the power, the Council must have regard to its Community Strategy.

· Corporate –   These proposals have been considered and supported by SMT.

· Risk Management –   The procedures already in place for the Small Scale Community Projects should ensure that the funding is spent in accordance with the Council’s financial procedures.   The aims will be on all elected Members to maximise the benefits of this additional funding.

· Equality and Disability –   All sectors of the community should have the opportunity to present initiatives to their Ward Councillors

· Environmental –   
}  Details will be dependant on specific proposals but






}  generally positive outcomes should be achieved due

· Crime and Disorder – 
}  to focus on the corporate priority

· Impact on Customers –  The funds are intended to be used to support local initiatives to improve the quality of neighbourhoods.

APPENDIX A

SMALL SCALE COMMUNITY PROJECTS

WARD
Initial Budget

allocation for

2007/8 (£)
Allocation of

additional

Budget (£)
TOTAL (£)






Belah
3,526
4,700
8,226

Belle Vue
3,200
4,267
7,467

Botcherby
3,496
4,662
8,158

Brampton
2,622
3,497
6,119

Burgh
1,194
1,592
2,786

Castle
3,025
4,034
7,059

Currock
3,432
4,577
8,009

Dalston
3,442
4,590
8,032

Denton Holme
3,582
4,765
8,347

Great Corby & Geltsdale
1,249
1,665
2,914

Harraby
3,356
4,476
7.832

Hayton
1,174
1,566
2,740

Irthing
1,165
1,553
2,718

Longtown & Rockcliffe
2,385
3,180
5,565

Lyne
1,154
1,540
2,694

Morton
3,464
4,620
8,084

St Aidans
3,316
4,422
7,738

Stanwix Rural
2,493
3,324
5,817

Stanwix Urban
3,391
4,522
7,913

Upperby
3,196
4,262
7,458

Wetheral
2,615
3,488
6,103

Yewdale
3,523
4,698
8,221
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   £60,000

 £80,000
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