
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

EXECUTIVE

HELD ON 2 JULY 2007


EX.160/07
PLAY POLICY AND STRATEGY FOR CARLISLE  (Key Decision)

Portfolio - Community Engagement
Subject Matter - The Director of Community Services submitted Report CS.31/07 presenting a background to the development of a Play Policy and Strategy for Carlisle and seeking comments on and approval for the proposals outlined in the draft documents presented.  

The Director advised that in early 2006 the City Council, together with every other District Council in England, was invited to submit a bid to the Big Lottery Fund for projects which would enhance children's play provision in the area.  Each district was allocated a maximum grant for which to apply, based on a variety of social indicators.  Carlisle was offered up to £220,000 which there was no requirement to match-fund.  In order to obtain the grant a bid had to be prepared and submitted before the final deadline of 10 September 2007.  Criteria for bids was rigid, applicants must have in place a Play Policy, a Play Strategy and a Local Play Partnership and projects must be free of charge, with freedom to come and go and freedom to choose.  

Carlisle has an enviable record both in terms of play activities and playground provision for children and young people but this had mostly been done without the context of a formal Play Policy or Strategy and no formal Play Partnership exists.  In order to meet the criteria for submitting a bid, considerable effort had to be made to bring these issues together and the draft Play Policy and Strategy attached to the document had been prepared.

The Community Engagement portfolio holder welcomed this as an opportunity to enhance play arrangements throughout the City and emphasised the importance of meeting the deadline for submission of a bid to the Big Lottery Fund.

Summary of options rejected - None

DECISION

1. That the draft Play Policy be agreed as the basis for consultation with Overview and Scrutiny and referred to the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee on the 19 July 2007 prior to consideration by the Executive on 30 July 2007 for final recommendation and approval to the Council.

2. That the draft Play Strategy be agreed as the basis for consultation with Overview and Scrutiny and referred to the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 19 July 2007 for consideration.

3. That the Executive approves, in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for Community Engagement and the Member Champion for Children and Young People, the preparation and submission of a bid to the Big Lottery Fund along the lines outlined in Section 4 of Report CS.31/07.

Reasons for Decision - The policy and strategy are required as part of a proposed bid to the Big Lottery Find which has a deadline date of 10 September 2007.  In order to meet that deadline, the bid would need to be prepared for distribution and agreement by all the play partnership members by the middle of August 2007 and consequently, there would be little time for further discussion and amendment following the meeting at the end of July if approval, even conditional, was not granted.

