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Summary:-  

On the 30th May 2001 the Council amended it’s policy to allow white American stretched limousines to be licensed as private hire vehicles. Further information has now been obtained which indicates that only vehicles which have been stretched from new by a manufacturer’s approved converter should be licensed. Also, to ensure that the vehicles do not exceed their maximum passenger carrying capacity of 8 passengers, no passenger shall be allowed to be carried in the front of the vehicle.

Recommendation:- 

1 That all new applications to licence American stretched limousines as private hire vehicles are only considered if the vehicle has been stretched from new by a manufacturer’s approved converter.

2 That passengers are not allowed to be carried in the front seat of the vehicle.

R W S Speirs

Head of Environmental Protection Services

Note: in compliance with section 100d of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 the report has been prepared in part from the following papers:- 

To the Chairman and Members of the Licensing & Regulatory Panel 

31st March 2004

BACKGROUND

On the 30th May 2001 the Council amended it’s policy with regard to private hire vehicles to allow American style stretched limousines to be licensed.  Currently we have three of these vehicles licensed as private hire vehicles.

LEGISLATION

The Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 is the legislation relative to the licensing of private hire vehicles. Section 48 states that a District Council shall not grant a private hire vehicle licence unless they are satisfied that the vehicle is:-

(i) suitable in type, size and design for the use as a private hire vehicle.

(ii) not of such a design and appearance as to lead any person to believe that the vehicle is a Hackney Carriage.

(iii) in a suitable mechanical condition

(iv) safe, and

(v) comfortable

RELEVANT ISSUES

1.0  
SAFETY
1.1
Although having been seen on the streets of Britain for many years, American stretched limousines have tended to fall into a gap between the legislation covering private hire vehicles (PHV) and public service vehicles (PSV). As they are constructed to carry 10 passengers, they cannot be licensed as a PHV which has a maximum capacity of 8 passengers. Because of the configuration of the doors it could not be licensed as a PSV. This confusion has led to these vehicles generally operating totally unlicensed.

1.2
Although manufactured to carry 10 passengers, the DVLA have now agreed to register them as 8 seaters, thereby bringing them under the control of the Local Authorities. This has led to a flood of applications and also to a large amount of information being received from the vehicle manufacturers and authorised converters.

1.3
Approximately 90% of imported vehicles are Lincoln Town Cars, manufactured by Ford, the remaining 10% being mainly Cadillac. Ford and Cadillac operate a network of approved converters of which there are only 20, all in America. These companies are supplied with a specially strengthened chassis and the vehicle is built on this. The chassis is designed to carry the extra weight of the “stretch” typically 10ft.

1.4
There are many vehicles in this country which have not been converted by an approved converter. These vehicles have been stretched from a basic Lincoln Town Car and even if converted from a new vehicle, Ford will not honour the warranty because of the extra strain on the chassis, brakes and suspension. New York and many other large cities in America have refused to license these vehicles since 2002.  

1.5
This up to date information has been widely circulated to the trade and to Local Authority licensing representative bodies, with recommendations to only licence vehicles which have been converted by the manufacturer’s approved programmes.

2.0
SEATING
2.1
Although these vehicles have the capacity to carry 8 passengers in the rear and 2 in the front, the DVLA recognise them as being an 8 seater to enable them to be licensed as a private hire vehicle.


2.2 
Typically these vehicles are supplied with “blacked out” windows in the rear and this makes it impossible to enforce the maximum capacity if passengers are also carried in the front seats. As the vehicle is a left hand drive, these front seat passengers would also have to exit into the carriageway. 

2.3
For these reasons it is recommended that passengers are not allowed to be carried in the front seats.

3.0
Recommendation:- 

3.1 That all new applications to licence American stretched limousines as private hire vehicles are only considered if the vehicle has been stretched from new by a manufacturer’s approved converter.

3.2 That passengers are not allowed to be carried in the front seat of the vehicle.

Prepared by B J Sharrock





