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Talkin Tarn

Talkin Tarn has been shortlisted for the Local Government Sustainability Awards 2007.  As one of only 3 schemes to be selected, Talkin Tarn Country Park will be showcased at the awards ceremony in London in October.  The awards recognise the contribution made by local authorities to demonstrate energy efficiency and reduced carbon-footprint in the development of new projects.  The refurbishment work undertaken at Talkin Tarn including cutting edge technology such as photo-voltaic cells, heat exchange pumps and rainwater recycling are some of the sustainable measures that are being considered by the Awards Committee.

Over the summer, a number of events have taken place at Talkin Tarn to encourage more visitors into the country park.  The latest of these, ‘Curious Countryside’, took, place on August Bank Holiday Monday.  Bird-box making, woodturning and a range of games and activities were available, and hundreds of people took part, with over 200 cars in the car park and overflowing at the mid-afternoon peak.

Car parking charges have now been introduced, with very little adverse comment.  So far only one written complaint has been received by the Green Spaces manager.

Heysham Park
The capital works at Heysham Park continue to make progress, assisted by the improving weather.  The new entrance features are almost complete, and a significant amount of hard landscaping work has been undertaken.  With more trees, shrubs and bulb planting programmed for the autumn and the winter, there will be plenty of opportunities for residents to join the newly formed ‘Friends’ group in hands-on conservation tasks.

Tatton Park Flower Show
Carlisle City Council’s first ever entry into the prestigious Tatton Park Flower Show was rewarded with a bronze medal for our display based on Carlisle’s railway heritage.  The ‘City of Carlisle’ train is now standing on a new platform, outside the Citadel.

The Cumbria in Bloom judges visited the city on a sunny day in July, and the outcome of their deliberations is due to be reported on 3 September, when the awards ceremony takes place in Penrith.  We are hoping to build on last year’s ‘Silver’ award.

Bereavement Services
The project to replace the cremators is continuing and is on time.   One new cremator has been operating for 2 months and the completion of this project is anticipated in late September.   As Council Members will appreciate these works have required careful planning and staff flexibility to avoid any disruption in the services.   It is a credit to all those staff involved that 'normal service' has been maintained throughout the whole of this time.

I can advise the Council that we have again been shortlisted for the 'Cemetery of the Year Award' this year.

Environmental Performance

· Climate Change Workshop
A workshop on the subject of climate change and how we tackle it as a local authority was held on the 22 August.   The workshop, run by training provider Quantum Strategy and Technology, is being offered to all local authorities across the North West as part of the North West Climate Change Action Plan.   The workshop was attended by Members and Officers who learnt about the science behind climate change, what Carlisle City Council is already doing in terms of tackling our own carbon emissions and what other authorities are doing.   

· Cumbria Business Environment Network
Whilst some parts of the Council have achieved the Gold Award in the past, the whole Council qualified for a Bronze Award last year.   The annual assessment has recently been undertaken and I am hopeful that the Silver standard will be achieved.

· Electricity
The Council is currently reviewing its energy usage and supplies and proposals have recently been received from the electricity supplier to a wide range of Council sites (approx 70 (low usage) sites).   Whilst these are still being analysed it is almost certain that we will be moving to green/re-usable energy supplies for those sites.

Civic Centre

Those Members who visit the Civic Centre regularly will have noticed the building works being undertaken on floor 2.   They are part of the ongoing programme to upgrade the electricity and fire protection standards and should be completed by mid/late September.   This leaves floors 1, 6, 8 to be done in future years.

Window replacements are also being undertaken on the ground floor windows.
Licensing

· Licensing Act 2003 

The three yearly review of the Licensing Policy under the Act is due to go into consultation stage in September.  All responsible authorities, interested parties and Members will receive a copy for any comments.  The review will also be considered by the relevant committees prior to submission to full Council for eventual consideration.

· Gambling Act 2005  

The Council assumes new responsibilities under this Act on 1 September 2007.  We will then be responsible for issuing all premises licenses in connection with bookmakers shops, race course, bingo halls and family entertainment centres and adult gaming centres.  Members of the Licensing Committee will be responsible for determination of any disputed applications and have already received training.
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