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1. The following report details the progress made to date in planning the implementation of the new refuse and recycling arrangements that were approved by the Council on the 18th July 2006.  The report presents the implementation timetable and specifies what services will be provided to householders.

2. The main elements of the new refuse and recycling arrangements are as follows:

· 41,000 households will be provided with a grey wheeled  bins for residual waste (i.e. refuse).  The wheeled bins will be emptied on alternate weeks to the collection of recyclable waste.  No ‘side waste’ will be collected;

· 5,500 households will be issued with coloured sacks for residual waste and will continue to receive a weekly collection.  With a few exceptions, no more than 2 sacks per week will be collected from each household;

· Where access allows, all households with a garden will be provided with a wheeled bin for the collection of garden waste;

· The pilot kerbside collection of cardboard and plastic will be extended to an estimated 35,000 households;

· The current paper only ‘Blackbox’ collection will be upgraded to the multi-material kerbside Greenbox scheme (i.e. the Greenbox scheme will be extended to 3,500 new households).

3. Full details about the new arrangements and their anticipated outputs and outcomes are contained in the feasibility study which was presented to this Committee at its meeting held on the 22nd June.

4. Over the last four months Officers from the Council’s Waste Services section have been designing the new waste collection scheme.  Appendix 1 lists the key dates for the implementation of the new arrangements.  Appendix 2 provides more detailed information about the distribution of the new wheeled bins and the implementation of the new refuse collection scheme.

5.
Recommendation


Members are asked to receive the contents of this report.

Appendix 1

Key dates for the implementation of the Council’s new refuse and recycling arrangements:

· Week beginning Monday 27th November:  Letter sent to all householders that currently receive an ‘Assisted collection’ to identify whether or not this service will be required for the new arrangements;

· Week beginning Monday 4th December:  Introductory letter sent to all households.  This letter will introduce the proposed changes to householders and will explain how they will work in practice.

· Week beginning Monday 1st January 2007:
Cardboard and plastic bags distributed to an additional 25,000 households across Carlisle (i.e. the pilot scheme is rolled out);

· Week beginning Monday 15th January:  New cardboard and plastic collections commence;

· Week beginning Monday 12th February:  First batch of ‘information packs’ sent to 9,000 households (see Appendix 2 for explanation);

· Week beginning Monday 12th February:  New 2007 Greenbox and Garden waste recycling calendars sent to all households currently participating in these schemes;

· Week beginning Monday 26th February:  First batch of wheeled bins to be delivered to 9,000 households (rolling distribution programme commences);

· Week beginning Monday 26th February:  Greenbox scheme extended to 3,500 new properties;

· Week beginning Monday 26th February:  New ‘sack only’ collections commence from 5,500 properties across Carlisle; 

· Week beginning Monday 12th March:  First wheeled bin collections commence from 9,000 households.

· Week beginning Monday 7th May:  Final batch of wheeled bins to be delivered to 4,000 households.

· Week beginning Monday 21st May:  Collection of the final batch of wheeled bins commences.
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