LICENSING COMMITTEE

WEDNESDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2006 AT 2.02PM

PRESENT:
Councillors Morton (Chairman), Boaden, Bowman C, Mrs Farmer, Mrs Parsons, Mrs Prest, Ms Quilter, Mrs Riddle (substitute for Cllr Stockdale), Scarborough, Mrs Styth, Tootle and Wilson

LC.17/06        APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Stockdale.

LC.18/06
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings held on 22 May, 31 May and 21 June 2006 be signed by the Chairman as correct records of the meetings.

LC.19/06           MINUTES OF LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE

The Licensing Manager submitted the Minutes of the Licensing Sub-Committee 2 which was held on 17 August 2006.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of Licensing Sub-Committee 2, held on 17 August 2006, attached as Appendix A to these Minutes, be noted.

LC.20/06          MINUTES OF GAMBLING POLICY WORKING GROUP

The Licensing Manager submitted Minutes of the Gambling Policy Working Group which were held on 29 June and 30 August 2006.

The Licensing Manager reported that the first appointed date for the Gambling Act had been changed from 1 January 2007 to 30 April 2007 but the implementation date for the Act , 1 September 2007, had not changed.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of Gambling Policy Working Group, held on 29 June and 30 August 2006, attached as Appendix A to these Minutes, be noted.

LC.21/06        LICENSING ACT – REVIEW OF GUIDANCE AND

APPLICATION UPDATE.

The Chairman proposed and the Members agreed that Agenda Items A4, Review of Guidance, and A5, Application Update, be dealt with together as one item.

The Licensing Manager submitted reports LDS.65/06, regarding the Review of Guidance and LDS.66/06, regarding an update on applications.

The Licensing Manager reported that the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) had launched a review of the guidance issued under the Licensing Act 2003.  He reported that the DCMS had published an interim review and that the whole guidance would be available later in the year.  

The Licensing Manager stated that as Members are aware, when considering applications under the Licensing Act 2003, the Licensing Sub Committee must have regard to the Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy and the statutory guidance issued under the Act.  Accordingly, where such matters are referred to the Sub Committee, where appropriate, officers would refer to relevant sections of the supplementary guidance when preparing their reports for Members consideration.

He reported that the Licensing Office would keep Members informed regarding the publication of the fully revised guidance under the Licensing Act in the coming months.  He also stated that a copy of the guidance to Licensing Authorities and the consultation document on Licence conditions and Codes of Practice are available in the Licensing Office for Members information.

The Licensing Manager reported that the Council had issued all licences by the end of February 2006.  He stated that there had been a high number in the change of Designated Premises Supervisors (DPS) with some businesses changing them as often as once a month.  He stated that the Licensing Office had received the first review of a premises licence which had been requested by the Police.  He stated that the premises had had six different Designated Supervisors since September 2007.

In response to Members questions the Licensing Manager stated that responsible authorities no longer need to keep a catalogue of events before requesting a review of a licence they can now request the review after just one incident.  He also stated that some public house landlords inherited their Personal Licences with their grandfather rights and those who didn’t, had to successfully complete an exam and have a Criminal Records Bureau check.

The Chairman thanked the members of the Licensing Office for all their hard work and especially for their mediation skills.

RESOLVED – That the contents of Reports LDS.65/06 and LDS.66/06 be noted.

(The Meeting ended at 2.12pm)

